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ADVERTISEMENT. 

JL  he  Events  related  in  the  following  Pages, 
naturally  became  a  frequent  fubjeft  of  converfation 
with  my  Children  and  my  Friends.  They  felt  fo  much 
fatisfa&ion  at  the  accounts  which  I  gave  them,  that 
they  repeatedly  urged  me  to  commit  the  whole  to  pa- 
per ;  and  their  affectionate  partiality  induced  them  to 
fuppofe,  that  the  Narrative  would  be,  not  only  agree- 
able to  them,  but  interefting  to  the  Public.  In  com- 
plying with  their  folicitations,  I  am  far  from  being 
confident  that  thefuccefs  of  my  efforts  will  juftify  their 
hopes :  I  truft,  however,  that  too  much  will  not  be 
expected,  in  regard  to  literary  compofition,  from  a 
perfon  whofe  life  has  been  principally  devoted  to  the 
duties  of  a  Soldier  and  the  fervice  of  his  Country— 
and  that  a  fcrupulous  adherence  to  Truth  will  com- 
penfate  for  many  blemifhes  in  ftyle  and  arrangement. 
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LETTER    I. 


My  dear  Frederick, 

The  tenderneft  of  a  fond  father's  heart  admonifhes 
me,  that  I  ihould  but  poorly  requite  the  affc&ionate  folicitudc 
you  have  fo  often  expreflcd,  to  become  acquainted  with  the 
particulars  of  my  journey  over  land  to  India,  if  I  any  longer  with- 
held from  you  an  account  of  that  Angular  and  eventful  period  of 
my  life.  I  confefs  to  you,  my  dear  boy,  that  often  when  I  have 
endeavoured  to  amufe  you  with  the  leading  incidents  and  extra- 
ordinary viciflitudes  of  fortune  which  chequered  the  whole  of  that 
feries  of  adventures,  and  obferved  the  eager  attention  with  which, 
young  though  you  were,  you  liftened  to  the  recital,  the  tendfer 
fenfibility  you  difclofed  at  fome  pafiages,  and  the  earneftdefire  you 
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irrefiftible  impulfe  to  indulge  you  with  an  accurate  and  faithful  nar- 
rative, and  have  more  than  once  fat  down  at  my  bureau  for  the  pur- 
pofe  :  but  fober  and  deliberate  refle&ion  fuggefted  that  it  was  too 
foon,  aad  thatr  bv  (y^piptyiftg  wkh/^ur^fice^  fwk^  very , early 
period  or  you^  life,  I  flioufd  but  render  the*great  encf  that  I  propofed 
by  it  abortive,  fruftrate  the  inftru&ion  which  I  meant  to  convey, 
and  imprefc  the  mere  incident  on  your  memory,  while  the  moral 
deducible  from  it  muft  neceHaffly  evaporate,  and  leave  no  trace, 
or  rather  excite  no  idea,  in  a  mind  not  Sufficiently  matured  for  the 
conception  of  abftraft  principles,  or  prepared  by  practice  for  the 
deduction  of  moral  inferences. 

I  am  aware  that  there  are  many  people,  ^ibr  contemplating 
only  the.  number  of  your  days,,  would  confider  my  undertaking 
*hfe  -ardtfoufr  'taflt,  am!  offering  it  to  your  reffe&ian,  even  now, 
prematttfe  t  Itat  ihis  is  a  fiftjfc&'oft  which  T  hafre  fo  long  and  fi> 
a^Kbcfatelyawifk,,  whK^:I;have;diTetlBea  withfb mi*ih  care,  and 
examined  wkh  fuch^mpartiaKty,  that  1  think  1  may  be  acquitted 
bf 'vanity,  though  I  •%  Lam  competent  to  form  a  judgment 
en  it-  The  refok  of  that  judgment  k*  that  I  am  (feterminedlto 
iftdiilge  you 'without  furthef  Uelay*  and  I  tnift  that  you  will 
not,  on  your  part,  render  it  an  empty  indulgence,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  by  turning  every  eircumftance  to  its  beft  ufe,  by  con- 
verting every  feeling  which  thefc  pages  may  excite  in  your 
heart  into  matter  of  ferious   reflexion,    and  by  making  eveiy 
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event  (as  it  hapffcos  J6  deftnre)  aa  e»u^k^ippb|tMl)e  either 
emulation  cm  the.  one  hand,  or  circumfpeftb^  and  caption  on 
the  cthejr,  jteffi^r  me  in  that  opinion  of  yau  on  which.  I  found 
this  determination- 

I  remanberv  tint  whaiy  at  aA  early  age,  I  entetod  upoa  tfat 
flagrof  ctaffieji  ddocatkm  at  which  you  are  now,  at  an  eariior  age, 
attfetd— *£  nutans  the  JBnekUUl  was  no&  only  captivated  with 
tfe*  WattifiA  itery  df  die  Here*  in  the  feoowd  Book,  b«t  draw 
certain  inferences  from  parti  o£  it*  whidr  I  ftoti  never  forget*  and 
whtek  affatrtftofe  forvdet  to*  g^e  a  direction  ta  the  growth  of  my 
feat&nentai  «*  ocoafidns  of  a  ^nlilar  natute:  above  aH»,thb  itid 
pfety  of  JBnea*  made  a  <kep  kupw^Hoft  dn  my  vxnind#  and,  bjr  im* 
perceptibly  estdftipg  an. eimtiatidn  in  my  befara,  accented' cot** 
fiderably  the  natural  warmth  of  my  affe&ion  and  refpeft  for  my 
father.  It  is  under  the  recolleftion  of  this  fenfation,  and  a  firm 
pcs&afio*  th^ryoor  heart  is  fully  aa  fufctptibfe  of  cVery  tender 
tftipreffipn,  a^d  your  tmderftatdin^as  fit  fot  the  cecepticar  of  dfefid* 
feiftory,  as-  mij«  was  then,  dmt  I  orcrfook  ydur  extreme  ytath, 
aad  write,  to  you  as  thougfc  you,  were  an  adnk.  If  dhtre  be  a  thing 
oft  e&tih  of  which  I  can  foaft  a  pcrfeft  khdwledgc^  it  is  my 
Frederick's  heart :  it  has  been  the  objeft  of  my  unmterniptcd 
ftudy  almoft  fine*  it  wa»  fifrft  capable  of  manifciling  a  fenfation ; 
artd*  tf  I  am  not  very  much  miftaken  in  it  indeed,  the  lively  intereft 
he  feels  in  the  occurrences  of  his  father's  life,  is  the  refult,  not 
of  idle  curiofity,  but  unbounded  filial  affe&ion.     Such  an  amiable 
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motive  Gull  not  be  disappointed  in  its  end  ,•  and  while  I  difcharg* 
the  duty  of  a  parent  in  gratifying  it,  I  fhall  be  encouraged  and 
fuftained  under  my  labours  by  the  fanguine  expedition,  that  he 
will  derive  from  my  exertions  the  moft  folid  advantages  in  his 
future  progress  through  life.  As  thofe  advantages  are  expe<5ted 
alfo  to  extend  to  my  dear  boy  John,  whofe  tender  years  difqualify 
him  from  making  the  fame  immediate  reflections  on  the  various 
fubje&s  as  they  occur,  my  Frederick  will  perceive  that  it  be* 
comes  his  duty,  not  only  as  a  good  fbn*  but  as  an  affe&ionate 
brother/  to  affift  and  enforce  them  upon  his  mind*  to  explain  to 
him  the  difficulties,  and  fuinifh  him  with  hi*  reafonings  and  in- 
ferences, on  them,*  fo  as  that  they  may  make,  as  nearly  as  poffible* 
equal  impreffions  oa  the  heart  and  understanding  of  both. 

"  Felix  quern  faciunt  alien*  pericula  cautum : " 

And  though  few  have  the  felicity  to  be  warned  by  other  men's 
misfortunes  or  faults,  becaufe  they  feldom  make  deep  impreffions 
on  their  feelings,  I  am  convinced  that,  my  fufferings  and  errors* 
as  they  will  intereft  my  Frederick's  heart,  and  gratify  his  cu- 
riofity,  cannot,  fail  to  enlarge  his  understanding, ,  and  improve  his 
conduit, 

I  am  my  dear  Frederick's,,  fifc. 

D.  C. 
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LETTER    H. 


H AviNGr  in  compliance  with  your  reiterated-  folicite*- 
tions,.  determined  to  give  you  a  narrative  of  my  journey  to  the 
Eafl  Indies,,  and  the  lingular  turps  of  fortune  which  befel  me  there, 
I  think  it  necefiary,  on  refledion,  to  prepare  you  (till  further  for 
the  reception  of  it,  by  propofing  certain  terms  to  be  fulfilled  on 
your  part;  and  as,,  in  my  laft,  I  told  you  thfrt  I  expe&ed  you, 
and>  with  your  affiitance,  your  brother,  to  turn  my  relation  to  a 
more  ufeful  account  than  the  gratification  of  mere  idle  curiofityv 
by  letting  the  moral  deducible  from  my  errors*  and  misfortunes 
ftrike  deep  and  take  root  in  your  mind — fo  there  are  other  things, 
which,,  though  not  fo  extremely  important,  are  too  weighty  to 
be  neglededi  to  which  I  deiire  to  dired  your  attention. 

I  believe  you  muft  have  already  perceived,  that  the  wellbeing 
of  yourfelf  and  your  brother  is  my  firffc— I  might,,  perhaps,  with- 
out trefpaffing  much  upon,  truth,,  fay,,  my  only  objedt  in  life ; 
that,  to  the  care  of  your  education,  and  the  cultivation  of  your 
mind,  I  exclusively  devote  my  time  and  my  thoughts ;  and  that, 
to  infure  your  future  happinefs,  I  would  (acrificc  every  thing,  I 
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have  a  right  to  difpofe  of,  and  rifk  even  life  itfelf.  The  time, 
I  truft,  is  not  far  diftant,  when  your  brother  will  be  as  well  qua- 
lified to  underftendffiis  as  you -are  now — when  both  will  feel  alike 
the  important  duty  it  ertfbrceson  you— aftd  when  your  only  emu- 
lation will  be,  who  (hall  produce  the  moil  luxuriant  harveft  to 
reward  the  labours  I  have  taken — to  reward  yourfelves. 

In  order,  therefore,  on  my  part,  to  give  every  thing  I  do  a  tendency 
«fr  chfcjgrfeM  object  of  my  \riAe»r  aftd  induce*  you*  onyow's,  to  con- 
tribute yout  fhar*  to  **  Ifiiatt  give  y<ws,,afr  I  p-eteed  in  my  narrative, 
A  ta^gfa{*htail4*fertp*tofi  6$  &£  various  Countries  through  which 
f  ftflft  lUWe  oecalfoG  tt»i»fcd*ft  ^ott»  and)  a«  cflneifefy  a» may  be, 
ati  aefcefe*  ©f  Ateir  mannttt>s>  ftolipy,  and  Immielpat  inffifutions,  fo 
A$  a*  I  &tv>  beteri  afcle  feedtaft  them-;  wkieh  I  hope  wall  ftrve  to 
Awal^i^Vtthitfffrtftofe&ldiff^fcbte]^^ 
<3*ttgf*phy  dhd>  MBtofy,  1  #xpA&  thatyotf  will  ttfcfcfolfy  attend  to 
thoft-&fcttt*»,  a^«&t.y*uiwlftnWlfiliferyowfi»,  as  you  read  my 
Lttt«#s,  to  b*  gaff  ted  away  by  the  rapM  -ftream  of  kite  enriofity 
from  &£4eift  fb  tn6id«M,  without  tfcHe^dH|pdfltfott.fbr  reflexion : 
you  muft  take  exeuritens-,  .as-  you -go-  alorig,  from*  my  Letters  to 
your  Geographical  Grammar  and  your  Maps--»-jafld,  whew  necef- 
iaryi  call  iff  the  aid  of  your  Tutor,  in  order  to  ftdmparfr  my  ob- 
f&vatitenfr  with  thofe  of  okhers  off  the  feme  places*,  and  by  thofe 
means  to  acquire  as  determinate  aft  Weft  as.  pdflibfer  of  their  local 
ftuatfott,  laws,  and  comparative  advantages1,  whether  df*  Nfattrre 
or.  Art.    You  will  thus  enable  yourfelf  hereafter  to  coa/rder  how 
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ScKietyilsiiiflwtettii/!^  better  di- 

»     jficrel  iraii}  idhtferw  ito  you,  (that  as  Geography  is  .a  faience 
to>  whiih  fttttorad  ;convraf  farioft,   as  fupported  by  Gentlemen  of 
breeding  aitf!  tfd|id&tion,  ^noftirajuondy  refers*  tHc  loafliigtioranee 
otitis  e^ttlioi^y^ble4o^4<itoaion,  and,  tfhen  deuAedi  f«bjed» 
a  ftWft  **  &e  «6ft^  toortlfyklg^iidiculc  ttftd^^nietftpt. 

T*he:ing«rtk>HS  Oe^r^e  Alexan^eJi  St>S*Vei^8  ha$,  in&ls 
eekfcmtedlLe&ufe  upon  Heads,  ^tven  A  rftoA^diei^siiiftaiice  of 
ffeiis  ifpecits  of  <%nerafiee,  hi  the  chaitift*r<of a  Citizen  who, 
centering  «ke  incapacity  0f  ftfirtiftaft,  propofes  to  carry  on  the 
X^»  on  anew^an  uf  his  oWi.  The  plan  is,  to  pot  the  Troopp 
in  cede  ja£tels*~>fend  theni,  thus  equipped,  to  fea— and  -Amf 
A&aw  ht  the  Mediterranean ;  When  his  compaA&n  a&* ;  him  where 
that  .place  lies,  he  calk  him  /a?/,  and  informs  him  that  die 
Mediterranean  is4he  Capital  of  Confiantinople.  Thus,  my  dear 
fen*  has  this  fatifift  ridiculed  ignorance  in  pretenders  to  education ;; 
and  thus  will  every  one  be  ridiculous  who  betrays  a  deficiency  in 
this  very  indHpenfable  ingredient  in  forming  the  character  of 
a  Gentleman.  But  a  ftory  which  I  heard  from  a  perfon  of 
Arid  veracity,,  will  fcrve  more  ftrongly  to  (hew  you  the  fhame 
attendant  on  ignorance  of  thofe  things  which,  from  our  rank,  we 
are  foppofed  to  know;  and  as  the  fear  of  fhame  never  fails  to, 
operate  powerfully  on  a  generous  mind,  I  am  fore  it  will  ferve  tt» 
alarm  you  into  induftry,  and  application  to  your  ftudies. 
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During  the  late  American  War,  about  that  period  when  the  King 
of  France  was,  fo  fatally  for  himfelf,  though  perhaps  in  the  end 
it  may  prove  fortunate  for  the  interefts  of  Mankind,  manifefting  an 
intention  to  interfere  and  join  the  Americans,  a  worthy  Alderman 
in  Dublin,  reading  the  newfpaper,  ohferved  a  paragraph,  inti- 
mating, .that  inconsequence  of  Britifli  cruifers  having  flopped  fome 
French  veflels  at  fea,  and  fearched  them,  France  had  taken  umbrage! 
The  fagacious  Alderman,  more  patriotic  than  learned,  took  the 
alarm,  and  proceeded,  with  the  paper  in  his  hand,  dire&ly  to  a 
brother  of  the  Board,  and,  with  unfeigned  farrow,  deplored  the 
lofs  his  Country  had  fuftained,  in  halving  a  place  of  fuch  confe- 
quence  as  Umbrage  raviflied  from  it ! — defiring,  of  all  things, 
to  be  informed  in  what  part  of  the  world  Umbrage  lay.  To  this 
the  other,  after  a  torrent  of  inve&ive  againft  Minifters,  and  con- 
dolence with  his  afflifted  friend,  anfwered  that  he  was  utterly  un- 
able to  tell  him,  but  that  he  had  often  heard  it  mentioned,  and 
of  courfc  conceived  it  to  be  a  place  of  great  importance;  at  the 
fajne  time  propofing  that  they  fhould  go  to  a  neighbouring  Book- 
feller,  who,  as  he  dealt  in  Books,  muft  neceflarily  know  every 
thing,  in  order  to  have  this  gordian  knot  untied.  They  accord- 
ingly went  i  and  having  propounded  the  queftion*  "  what  part  of 
the  globe  Umbrage  lay  in  ?"  the  Bookfeller  took  a  Gazetteer,  and, 
having  fearched  it  diligently,  declared  that  he  could  not  find  it, 
and  faid  he  was  almoft  fure  there  was  no  fuch  place  in  exiftence. 
To  this  the  .two  Aldermen,  with  a  contemptuous  fneer,  anfwered 
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by  triumphantly  reading  the  paragraph  out  of  the  newfpaper. 
The  Bookfeller,  who  was  a  fhroud  fellow,  and,  like  moft  of  his 
Countrymen,  delighted  in  a  jeft,  gravely  replied,  that  the  Gazetteer 
being  an  old  edition,  he  could  not  anfwer  for  it,  but  that  he  fup- 
pofed  Umbrage  lay  fome  where  on  the  coaft  of  America.  With  this 
the  wife  Magiftrates  returned  home,  partly  fatisfied :  but  what 
words  can  exprefs  their  chagrin  when  they  found  their  error — 
that  the  unlucky  Bookfeller  had  fpread  the  ftory  over  the  City — 
that  the  newfpapers  were  filled  with  fatirical  fquibs  upon  it — nay, 
that  a  caracature  print  of  themfelves  leading  the  City-watch  to 
the  retaking  of  Umbrage  y  was  ftuck  up  in  every  {hop — and  finally, 
that  they  could  fcarcely  (albeit  Aldermen)  walk  the  ftreets, 
without  having  the  populace  fneer  at  them  about  the  taking  of 
Umbrage  ! 

Thus,  my  child,  will  every  one  be  more  or  lefs  ridiculous  who 
appears  obvioufly  ignorant  of  thofe  things  which,  from  the  rank 
he  holds  in  life,  he  fhould  be  expedted  to  know,  or  to  the  know- 
ledge of  which  vanity  or  petulance  may  tempt  him  to  pretend. 

I  am  fure  I  need  not  fay  more  to  you  on  this  fubjedt ;  for  I  think 
you  love  me  too  well  to  difappoint  hie  in  the  firft  wifli  of  my  heart, 
and  I  believe  you  have  too  much  manly  pride  to  fuffer  fo  degrading 
a  defeft  as  indolence  to  expo'fe  you  hereafter  to  animadversion  or 
contempt.  Remember,  that  as  nothing  in  this  life,  however  "trivial 
or  worthlefs,  is  to  be  procured  without  labour-~fo,  above  all 
others,  the  weighty  and  invaluable  treafures  of  erudition  are  only 
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to  be  acquired  by  exertions  vigorously  made  and  unremittingly 
continued. 

"  Quid  munus  Reipublicse  majus  aut  melius  afferre  poffumus 
"  quam  fi  juventutem  bene  erudiamus." — Thus  faid the  matchlefs 
Tully.  If,  then,  the  education  of  youth  interefts  fo  very  deeply 
a  State,  can  it  lefs  powerfully  intereft  him  who  Hands  in  the  two- 
fold connexion  of  a  Citizen  and  Parent  ?  It  is  the  lively  anxiety 
of  my  mind,  on  this  point,  that  obliges  me  to  procrafHnate  the 
commencement  of  my  narrative  to  another  Letter,  and  induces 
me  tp  entreat  that  you  will,  in  the  mean  time,  give  this  the 
conlideration  it  deferves,  and  prepare  your  mind  to  follow  its  in* 
{bu&ions* 


LETTER    HI. 


A  variety  qf  unpropitious  cireumftances  gave  rife  to 
my  journey  to  the  Eaft  Indies*  while  domeftic  calamity  marked 
my  departure,  and,  at  the  very  outfet,  gave  me  a  foretafte  of 
thofe  miferies  which  Fate  had  referred  to  let  fall  upon  me  in  the 
f^queL  The  channels  from  which  I  drew  the  means  of  fiipporting 
my  family  in  that  ftyle  which  their  rank  and  connections  obliged 
them  to  maintain,  were  clogged  by  a  coincidence  of  events  as 
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unlucky  as  unexpe&ed:  the  War  in  India  had  interrupted  the 
regular  remittance  of  my  property  from  thence  :  a  fcvere  fliock 
which  unbounded  generofity  and  beneficence  had  given  to  the 
affairs  of  my  father,  rendered  him  incapable  of  maintaining  his  ufual 
punctuality  in  the  payment  of  the  income  he  had  aiSgned  me; 
and,  to  crown  the  whole,  I  had  been  deprived,  by  death,  of  tWd 
lovely  children  (your  brother  and  lifter),  whom  I  loved  not  lefs 
than  I  have  fince  loved  you  and  your  brother. 

It  was  under  the  preflure  of  thofe  accumulated  affli&ions,  ag- 
gravated by  the  goading  thought  of  leaving  my  family  for  fuch  a 
length  of  time  as  muft  rieceflarily  eiapfe  before  I  could  again  fee 
them,  that  I  fet  out  for  India  in  the  month  of  May,  in  the  year 
178 1,  with  a  heart  overwhelmed  with  woe,  and  too  furely  pre- 
dictive of  misfortunes.  ^ 

From  the  gloomy  cave  of  depreffion  in  which  my  mind  was 
funk,  I  looked  forward,  to  feek,  in  the  future,  a  gleam  of  comfort 
—but  in  vain :  not  a  ray  appeared — Melancholy  had  thrown  her 
fombre  fhadow  on  the  whole.  Even  prefent  affli&ion  yielded 
up  a  fhare  of  my  heart  to  an  unaccountable  difmal  prefentiment 
of  future  ill ;  and  the  difafters  and  difappoihtments  I  had  pafled, 
^#ere  loft  and  forgotten  in  ominous  forebodings  and  inftin&ive 
preffages  of  thofe  that -were  to  come. 

Of  all  the  weaknefles  to  which  the  human  mind  is  fubjed,  fu- 
pttftition  is  that  agairift  which  I  would  have  you  guard  with  the 
utrftoft  vigilance.     It  is  the  moft  incurable  canker  of  the  mind. 
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Under  its  unrelenting  dominion,  happinefs  withers,  the  undter- 
ftanding  becomes  .obfcured,  and  every  principle  of  joy  is  blafted. 
For  this  reafon  I  wifh  to*  account  for  thofe  prcfoges,  by  referring 
them  to  their  true  phyfical  caufes*  in  order  .thereby  to  prevent 
your  young  mind  from  receiving!  -from  what  J  have  written,  any 
injurious  impreflion,.  or  fuperflitious*  idea  of  prefentiment,  as  it  is 
fafhionably  denominated,  r 

If  the  mind  of  Man  be  examined,  it  will  be  found  naturally 
prone  to  the  contemplation  of  the^uturc; — its  flights  from  hope 
to  hope,  or  fear  to  fear,  leadipg  jtj  iijifenfibly  from  objects  prefent 
and  in  pofieflion*  to  thofe  remote  and  in  expectation^—  -from  pofi- 
tive  good  to ,  fuppofitious  better,  or  from  a&ual  melancholy  to 
imaginary  misfortune.     In  thefe  cafes,,  the  mind  never  fails  to  fee 
the  profpedt  in  colours  derived  from  the  medium,  through  which 
it  is  viewed  and  exaggerated  by  the-  magnifying, power  of  fancy. 
Thus  my  mind*  labouring  under  all  the  uneafinefs  I  have  defcribedi 
faw  every  thing  through-  the   gloomy  medium,  of  melancholy, 
and,,  looking  forward,  foreboded  nothing  but  misfortune :.  accident 
afterwards  fulfilled  thofe  forebodings  y  but  accident,, nayr  the  moil 
trifling  change  of  circumftances,.  might  poflibly  have  fo  totally 
changed  the  face  of  my  fubfequent  progrefs,  that  good  fortune, 
inftead  of  mifadventure,.  might  have  been  my  lot,  and  fo  all  my 
foreboding  been  as  illufory  and  fallible  as  all  fuch  phantoms  of  the 
imagination  really  are.    Thus  I  argue  now — and  I  am  fure  I  argue 
truly  j  but  if  reafon  be  not  timely  called  in*  and  made,;  as  it  were* 

an 


(     13     ) 

an  habitual  inmate,  it  avails  but  little  againft  the  overbearing  force 
of  fuperftition,  who,  when  (he  once  gets  .pofTeffion  of  the  mind, 
holds  her  feat  .with  unrelenting  tenacity,  and,  calling  in  a  whole N 
hoft  of  horrors,  with  defpair  at  their  head,  to  her  aid,  entrenches 
herfelf  behind  their  formidable  powers,  and  bids  defiance  to  the 
afiaults  of  reafon. 

Thus  it  fared  with  me — Under  the  dominion  of  gloomy  pre- 
fentiment,  I  left  London;  and  my  journey  dowfe'tp*  Margate, 
where  I  was  to  take  fhipping,  was,  as  Shakspearr  emphatically  , 
fays,  "  a  phantafin,.  or  a  hideous  dream — and  njy  iittkf  ftate.of 
*  Man  fuffered,  as  it  were,  the  nature  of  an  inifti£e<a«MVV-'v 
the  chaos  within  me  forbade  even  the  approach  of  difcrimkiate 
refle&ion ;  and  I  found  myfelf  on  board  the  Packet, '  bound  to 
Qftfend,  without  having  a  fingle  trace  left  lipon  my  mind,  d£  the 
intermediate  ftages  and  incidents  that  happened  impe.l.had  left 
London.  -!./■" 

It  has  been  obferved-~and  I  wiflv  you /always /to  dairy  it  in 
memory,  as  one  of  the  beft  cbnfolations  *  uttlder  affliction — that 
human  fufferings,  like  all  other  things,  find  their  vital  principle 
exhaufted,  and  their  extinction  accelerated,  >  by  overgrowth  ;  and 
thati  at  the  moment  when  Man  thinks'  himfelf  moft  miferable,. 
a. benignant  Providence  is  preparing  relief  in  fome  form-  or  other, 
for  him.  So  it,  in  fome  fort,  happened  with  me ;  for  I  was  for- 
tunate enough  to  find  in  the  Packet  a  fcllow-paflenger,  whofe 
valuable  converfation  and  agreeable  manners  beguiled  me  infenfibly 
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<of  the  gloomy  contemplation  in  which  I  was  abforbed,  and  afforded 
my  tortured  mind  a  temporary  fufpenfion  of  pain.  This  Gentleman 
was  General  Lockhart  :  he  was  going  to  Bruffels,  to  pay  his 
court  to  the  Emperor  Joseph  the  Second,  who  was  then  fhortly 
expe&ed  in  the  Low  Countries,  in  order  to  go  through  the  cere- 
monies of  his  Inauguration.  As  Bruflels  lay  in  my  way,  I  was 
flattered  with  the  hopes  of  having  for  a  companion  a  Gentleman 
at  once  fo  pleating  in  his  manners  and  refpe&able  in  his  character, 
and  was  much  comforted  when  I  found  him  as  much  difpofed  a§ 
rayfelf  to  an  agreement  to  travel  the  whole  of  the  way  thither 
together.  Thus,  though  far,  very  far  from  a  ftatc  of  eafe,  I  was; 
when  landing  at  Oftend,  at  leaf):  lefs  miferahle  than  at  my  coming 
on  board  the  Packet. 

As  this  Letter  is  already  fpun  to  a  length  too  great  to  admit  of 
any  material  part  of  the  defcription  I  am  now  to  give  you  of  Oftend, 
and  the  Country  to  which  it  belongs,  I  think  k  better  to  poftpone 
it  to  my  next,  which  I  mean  to  devote  entirely  to  that  fubje6t, 
and  thereby  avoid  the  confufion  that  arifes  from  mixing  two  fub- 
je#s  in  the  fame  Letter,  or  breaking  off  the  thread  of  one  in  order 
to  make  way  for  the  other.  ^ 

Adieu,  my  dear  boy ! — Forget  not  your  brother  John.  That 
you  may  both  be  good  and  happy,  is  all  the  wifh  now  left  to,  &c 
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LETTER    IV. 


That  Country  to  which  I  am  now  to  call  your  atten- 
tion—I  mean*  the  Netherlands— is  marked  by  a  greater  number 
of  political  changes,  and  harrafied  by  a  more  continued  train  of 
military  operations,  than  perhaps  any  Country  in  the  records  of 
Modern  Hiftory.  It  may  truly  be  called  the  Cockpit  Royal  of 
Europe,  on  which  Tyrants,  as  ambition,  avarice,  pride,  caprice* 
or  malignity,  prompted  them,  pitted  thoufands,  and  hundreds  of 
thoufands,  of  their  fellow-creatures,  to  cut  each  other's  throats 
about  fome  point,  frivolous  as  regarding  themfelves,  unimportant 
to  Mankind,  and  oitfy  tending  to  gratify  a  diabolical  luft  for  do- 
minion :  Yet,  under  all  thefe  difadvantages,  (fuch  are  the  natural 
qualities  of  this  Country),  it  has,  till  lately,  been  in  a  tolerably 
flourifhing  ftatc ;  and  would,  under  good  government  and  proper 
protection,  equal  any  part  of  Europe  for  richnefs.  , 

Flanders,  Brabant,  and  the  Country  now  called  the  United 
Netherlands,  were  in  general  known  by  the  name  of  Netherlands* 
Low  Countries,  or  Pais-bas,  from  their  fituation,  as  it  is  fuppofed* 
in  refpeft  of  Germany,  Anciently,  they  formed  a  part  of  Belgic 
Gaul,  of  which  you  may  remember  to  have  read  an  account  iiL 
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the  Commentaries  of  Julius  Caesar,  who  defcribes  the  inha- 
bitants as  the  moft  valiant  of  all  the  Gallic  Nations—"  Horum 
"  omnium  Belgas  funt  fortiflimi/'  They  afterwards  were  fubject 
to  petty  Princes,  and  made  part  of  the  German  Empire  ;  and,  in 
the  fixteenth  century,  became  fubjedt  to  Charles  the  Fifth  of 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria ;  but,  being  opprefled  beyond  endurance  by 
his  fon,  Philip  the  Second  of  Spain,  (that  blind  and  furious 
bigot),  they  openly  revolted — flew  to  arms  toaflert  their  freedom; 
and,  after  aitruggle  as  glorious  in  effedt  as  virtuous  in  principle — 
after  performing  prodigies  of  valour,  and  exhibiting  examples  of 
fortitude,  to  which  none  but  men  fighting  in  the  Godlike  Caufe 
of  Liberty  are  competent — led  on  by  the  wifdom  and  valour 
of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  affifted  by  the  Sovereign  of 
Great  Britain — they  at  length  fo  for  fucceeded,  that  thofe 
now  called  the  United  Netherlands,  entered  into  a  folemn  league, 
and  forced  the  gloomy  Tyrant  to  acknowledge  their  independence. 
But  that  part  to  which  I  am  now  particularly  to  allude,  continued 
annexed  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria.  In  1787,  they  revolted,  and 
made  a  temporary  ftruggle  to  difengage  themfelves  from  the  do- 
minion of  the  Emperor  ;  but,  owing  to  fome  cabals  among 
themfelves,  and  the  temperate  condud:  of  that  Prince,  they  again 
returned  to  their  allegiance,  and  were  rewarded  with  a  general 
amnefty.  In  1792,  they  were  over-run  by  the  French  Army 
under  General  Dumourier — opened  their  arms  to  thofe  Re- 
publicans, and  were  rewarded  for  it  by  oppreffion,  tyranny,  and 
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injufticc.  The  French,  however,  were  driven  bade  out  of  the 
Country  ;  and,  wonderful  to  relate,  they  again  received  their  old 
Mafter,  the  Emperor,  with  ftrong  demonftrations  of  joy,  and 
manifefted  their  loyalty  and  attachment  to  him  by  every  expref- 
fion  that  abjeCt  hypocrify  could  fuggeft. 

"  O  !  how  unlike  their  Belgic  Sires  of  old  1 " 

Here,  could  I  flop  with  ftrka  juftice,  I  would — But,  behold  1 
the  French  again  dame ;  again  they  opened  their  gates  to  receive 
them  -,  and  again  they  were,  with  tenfold  fury  and  rapacity,  pil- 
laged, opprefled,  and  infulted ;  and  at  the  very  time  I  am  writing 
this,  the  Guillotine  is  doing  its  office — enforcing  the  payment  of 
the  moft  exorbitant  and  enormous  contributions,  and  compelling, 
it  is  faid,  one  hundred  thoufand  of  the  ill-fated  inhabitants  to  take 
the  field,  as  foldiers  of  the  Republic- 
Human  opinion  is  fo  chequered  and  uncertain,  that  two  very 
honeft  men  may  in  certain  cafes  a£t  in  dired:  contradiction  and 
hoftility  to  each  other,  with  the  very  beft  intentions — He,  therefore, 
muil  have  but  'a  cold  heart,  and  a  contracted  underftanding,  who 
cannot  forgive  the  man  that  a£ts  in  fuch  cafes  erroneoufly,  when 
he  a&s  from  the  exalt  dictates  of  his  opinion,  and  upon  the  prin- 
ciple which  he  has  confeientioufly  adopted :  but  when  a  whole 
People  are  feen  whiiking  about  with  every  guft  of  fortune,  and 
making  a  new  principle  for  every  new  point  of  convenience,  we 
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mbfl  defjpife  them  even  when  they  happen  to  aft  right,  a&d  eai> 
fcaraely 'afford  them  fb  much  as  pity  ia  their  calamities.  Tha 
Auftpaa  Netherlands  ate  now  ia  that  fbate  y  ancl,  without  presuming 
W  fay  ia  which  c£  their  tergreeriations.  t$ey  were  rights  I  will 
venture  to  pronounce  that  they  deferve  punishment,  and  I  believe 
they  are  in  hands  very  likely  to  give  them  their  due. 

To  return — Oftend  is  a  fea-port  of  Auftrian  Flanders,  and  is 
fituated.in  the  Liberty  of  Bruges.  It  was,  at  one  time,  the  ftrongeft 
town  in  Flanders  •  but  a  double  ditch  and  ramparts,  which  con- 
stituted its  ibengthx  are  now  deftroyed,*  anct  in  the  place  where 
die  former  flood*  docks,  or  rather  baibns,  extremely  capacious 
and  commodious*  are  formed,  for  the  reception  of  Clipping.  The 
ground  about  the  town  i&  very  low  and  marfliy,  and  cut  into  a 
number  of  fine  canals — into  fome  of  which*,  fhips  of  the  largeft 
fize  may  enter — and  in  one  of  which*  veflels  of  great  burthen 
may  ride,  even  clofe  to  Bruges.  The  harbour  here  is  fo  fortunately 
circumftanced,  that  it  was  once  thought,  by  Engineers,  entirely 
fecure  front  a  blockade  $  and  its  priftine  ftrength  can  in  no  way  be 
fo  well  defcribed,  as  by  a  relation  of  the  defence  it  made  m  the 
four  firft  years  of  the  feventeenth  century — though,  near  the  clofe 
of  the  fixteenth,  it  was  no  better  than  an  infignificant  fifhing  town. 
It  held  out  againft  the  Spaniards  for  three  years,  two  months- and 
fixteen  days.  Eighty  thoufandmen  loft  their  lives  before  it*  while 
fifty  thoufand  were  killed  or  died  within*  k  at  laft  fnrrendered * 
l*ut  on  good  terms  %  and  not  for  want  of  men  or  provifions,  but 
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for  waiit  of  ground  io  ftand  on,  which  the  enemy  took  from  them, 
at  an  amazing  lofs,  flrtp  by  ftep,  till  they  had  not  room  left  for  men 
to  defHad  it.  Three  hundred  thoufand  cannon-balls,  of  thirty 
pouqds  weight  each,  were  fired  againft  it ;  and  the  befieged  often 
fifed  up  the  breaches  made  in  their  ramparts  with  heaps  of  dead 
bodies* 

Such,,  my  dear  boy,  are  the  miracles  that  men,  animated 
with,  tile  all-fobduing  fjjirit  of  Liberty,  can  perform; — Liberty! 
that  immediate  jewel  df  Ae  foul — that  fiffc  moving  principle  of 
all  the  animal  creation — which,  with  equal  power,  influences  the 
bird  to  beat  the  cage  with  its  wings,  and  the  lion  to  tear  the  bars 
of  his  imprisonment—- the  infant  to  fpring  from  the  tender  con- 
finement of  its  nurfe*  and  the  lean  and  ftirivelled  pantaloon  to 
crawl  abroad,  and  fly  the  warmth  and  repole  of  his  wholefome 
chamber — Liberty!  which,  for  centuries  enthralled  by  artifice 
and  fraud,  or  lulled  hrta  a  fkimber  by  the  witching  fpfirit  of  Prieft- 
craft,  now  rifes  liki  a  giant  reirefhed  with  wine— in  its  great  efforts 
for  emancipation  deftroyti  arid:otferturns  fyftems — but,  when  find- 
ing no  refiftance,  and  featured' by  time,  will,  I  Sincerely  hope,  fink 
appeafed  ihtoa  gerterous  calmi  and  bfecomethe  bleffing-,the  guardiin 
antf  protestor  of  Mankind ! 

It  is' your  gtfdd  fortune,  my  dear  children,  to  be  born  at  a-timtf 
when  iAbeifty'feein*  to  be  well  underflood  in  your  own  Country; 
and  is  uriiverfa%  the  prevalent  paffion  of  men.  It  is  alttiolt  need^ 
kf$i  tKtfefott',  for  me'to  exhort  yoti  :to  make  It  the  gfdhndwork 
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of  your  political  morality :  but  let  me  remind  you  to  guard,  above 
all,  againft  the  defpotifm  of  certain  Tyrants,  to  whom  many  of  the 
greateft  advocates  for  Liberty  are  ftrangely  apt  to  fubmit — I  mean, 
your  paffions.  Of  all  other  Tyrants*  they  are  the  moft  fubtle,  the 
moft  bewitching,  the  moft  overbearing,  and,  what  is  worfe^  the 
moft  cruel.  Beneath  the  domination  of  other  Defpots,  tranquillity 
may  alleviate  the  weight  of  your  chains,  and  fbften  oppreflion  * 
but  when  once  you  become  .the  flave  of  your  paffions,  your  peace, 
is  for  ever  fled,  and  you  live  and  die  in  unabating  mifery. 


LETTER    V, 


The  pride  of  the  Englifh  is  remarked  all  over  the  globe, 
even  to  a  proverb  !  But  pride  is  a  word  of  fuch  dubious  meaning, 
fo  undefined  in  its  fenfe,  and  ftrained  to  fuch  various  imports,  that 
you  fhall  hear  it  violently  execrated  by  one,  and  warmly  applauded 
by  another — this  denouncing  it  as  a  fin  of  the  firft  magnitude, 
and  that  maintaining  it  to  be  the  moft  vigilant  guardian  of  human, 
virtue  •  Thofc  differences  in  opinion  arife  not  from  any  defed  in 
the  intellects  of  either,,  but  from  each  viewing  the  fubjed  in  that 
one  point  in  which  it  firfHtrikes  his  eye,  or  beft  fuits  his  tafte,  his. 
feeling,  or  his  prejudices.    I  have  no  doubt,  however,  bttt  a  full 
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coafideration  of  the  fubjed  would  (hew,  that  pride,  as  it  is  called; 
is  only  good  or  bad  as  the;  objed  from  which  it  arifes  is  mean  or 
magnificent,  culpable  or  meritorious.  That  noble  pride  which 
ftimulatei  to  extraordinary  afts  of  generofity  and  magnanimity, 
fuch  as,  in  many  inftances,  has  dtftinguiihed,  above  all  others,  the 
Nobility  of  Spain,  exafts  the  homage  and  admiration  of  Mankind; 
But  I  fear  very  much  that  our  Englifh  pride  is  of  another  growth,, 
and  finells  too  rankly  of  that  overflrained  commercial  fpirit  which 
makes  the  bails  of  the  prefent  grandeur  of  Great  Britain,  but 
which,  in  my  humble  judgment,  raifes  only  to  debafe  her — by 
flow,  fubtle  degrees,  poifons  th?  national  principle,  enflaves  the 
once  bold  fpirit  of  the  People,  detra&s  from  their  real  folid  felicity, 
and,  by  confounding  the  idea  of  national  wealth  with  that  of  na- 
tional profperity,,  leads  it  in  rapid  ftrides  to  its  downfall.  In  fhort,* 
we  are  approaching,  I  fear,  with  daily  accelerated  fteps,  to  the 
difpofition  and  fordid  habits  of  the  Dutch,  of  whom  Do&or  Gold- 
smith fo  very  pertinently  and  truly  fpeaks,  when  he  fays, 

«  Ev'n  Liberty  itlelf  is  barter'd  here  ! " 

Without  leading  your  mind  through  a  maze  of  difquifition  on* 
this  fubjedt,  which  might  fatigue  with  abftrufenefs  and  prolixity,, 
I  will  bring  you  back  to  the  point  from  which  the  matter  ftarted,. 
and  content  myfelf  with  remarking,  that  the  pride  of  the  Englifh,. 
fpeaking  of  it  as  a  part  of  the  national  character,  is  the  meaneft  of 
all  pride.  The  inflation  of  bloated,  overgrown  wealth,  an  over- 
weening; 
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Waning  affoftion  ibr* '  inpMp* '  ro  idoktrous- worMp  of  gain, 
haye  absolutely,  confounded  thd  general- intelledy  and!  warped  thd 
judgment  of  ths  many,  to  that  ^excefs,  that,  in  e(Hmating  mett  or 
things  they  refer.almy&  to  <c  what  is  he  worth  ?"'  or,  "  what  will 
it  fejxrh  .?"  This  fordid  * habit  of  thaftkiiig  was  finely  hit  off  by  a 
kfcfiU.  fellow,  the  native  o£  a  neighbouring  Kingdom,  who;  for 
nwuy.  years*  carried  onbufinafi}  in  London,  and  feHed :— Sktihg 
one.  day  in  a  cofltecr-hooifc  in  the  City,  where  fogoe  wealthy  Citizens 
W.ere.difcuifing  a  fiibjedt  not  enj^ely u*K:onne<5tedwith  cafli  con- 
<£rns,  one  of  them  obferving  him  rathpr  attentive  to  their  conver- 
fatioa*  turned,  to  .him*  and  feid,  **  What  is  your  opinion,  Sir;  of 
thematteri" — "  's  blood,  Sir!"  returpedhe,' peeviftUyi  "  whaf 
opinian.can  a.  man  have  in  this;  Country,  who  has  not  a  guinea  in 
his  pocket  B" 

Under  the.  influence  of  all  the-  various  capripee  infpiseri  by  this 
unhappy-  pude-pride,  I  am  .forty  to  fay  our  Countrymen  do,  when- 
they  go  abroad,  fo  play.the  :fpol,  that  they  are  uniYerfally  flattered 
and  defpifed,  pillaged  ^qd  laugh<?4  at,  by  all  perfons  with  whom 
they  have  any  dealing-  In  France,  Mi  Lor  Anglois  is,  or  at  leaft 
was,,  to  have  fix  times  as  great  a  profufion  of  every  thing  as  any 
other  perfon,  and  pay  three  hundred  per  cent*,  more  for  it  j  and* 
the  worft  of  it  was,  that  a  Mi  Lor  was  found  fa  conducive  to  their 
intereft,  that  they  would-  nbt,^  if  they  could  help  v  it,  fufrerany 
Englishman  to  go  without  a  title— -nay;  would  fometimesi  with 
.kindly  eompulfion,  force  him  to  accept  of  it,  whether  he  would 
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qt  not :  feotlf  in  EngHfhmah  be,  above  all  others,  die  abjedt  of 
ir©|tefiti©n  id  foreign  ccwwftries,  certainly  none  pillage  him  fo  an- 
irfier cifiilly  as  his  own  Coitotrymen  who  are  fettled  there.  In  aH 
thfe  places  through  which  I  have  travelled,  I  have  had  occafion  to 
remark  (and  the  remark  has  been  amply  verified  by  every  Gen- 
tleman I  have  ever  coriverfed  with  on  the  ftobjeft),  that  the  moffc 
extravagant  houfes  of  entertainment  are  thofe  kept  by  Englifh- 
men.  At  Oftend,  as  well  as  other*  places,  it  was  fo :  therefore; 
as  economy >  when  it  does  not  trefpaft  upon  the  botindsN  of  genteel . 
liberality,  is  the  befl  fecurity  for  happinefs  and  refpeft,  I  advi&r  - 
you,  whenever  you  {hall  have  occafton  to  vifit  the  Continent,  hi 
the  firft  place  to;  aroid  all  appearance  of  the  purfe-proud  often- 
tation  of  John  Bull ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  to  avoid  all'  Englifli 
hoilfes  of  entertainment. 

It  is:  a  fihgular  circumftance,  and  belongs,  I  fh6uld'  fuppoft, 
peculiarly  to  Oftend;  that  the  charity-children  of  the  toWh  arfe- 
permitted7  to  come  on  board  the  veffels  arrived,  to  b&g  of  the  paf- 
fedgers,.  oa«  diy  ill  the  week. 

Before  I  bid  adieu  to  Oftend,  I  muft  remark  one  heavy  disad- 
vantage under  which  it  labours — the  want  of  frefh  water  j  all  they* 
ufc  being  .brought  from  Bruges*  In  going  from  Oftend  to4  Bruges,, 
a*  traveller  has  it  in  his  choice  to  go  by  land,  or  water--- If  by  land> 
he- gets- a. good  voitiire  for  about  ten  {hillings  of  our  money ;  the 
road  is  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles— If  by  water  (the  mode 
which  I  adopted,  as  by  far  the  cheapeft  and  the  pleafanteft),  he 
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travels  in  a  veffel  pretty  much  refembling  our  Lord  Mayor's  barge, 
fometimes  called  a  trackfehuyt,  but  often  le  berque,  or  barke : 
it  is,  in  truth,  fitted  up  in  a  ftyle  of  great  neatnefs,  if  not  elegance ; 
ftored  with  a  large  ftock  of  provifions  and  refrefhments  of  all  kinds, 
and  of  fuperior  quality,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  paffengers ; 
and  has,  particularly,  a  very  handfome  private  room  between  decks, 
for  the  company  to  retire  to,  in  order  to  drink  tea,  coffee,  &c.  &c. 
or  play  at  cards.  In  this  comfortable,  I  might  fay,  delightful  ve- 
hicle, as  perfectly  at  eafe  as  lying  on  a  couch  in  the  beft  room  in 
London,  are  paffengers  drawn  by  two  horfes,  at  the  rate  of  about 
four  miles  an  hour,  for  about  ten  pence,  the  fame  length  of  way  that 
it  would  coft  ten  (hillings  to  be  jumbled  in  a  voiture  over  a  rough 
paved  road. 

The  country  between  Oftend  and  Bruges  is  very  level,  and  of 
courfe  deftitute  of  thofe  charms  to  a  mind  of  tafte,  which  abound 
in  countries  toffed  by  the  hand  of  Nature  into  hill,  dale,  mountain 
and  valley :  the  whole  face  of  it,  however,  is,  or  at  leaft  then 
was,  in  fo  high  a  ftate  of  cultivation,  and  fo  deeply  enriched  by 
the  hands  of  art  and  induftry,  aided  by  the  natural  fertility  of  the 
foil,  that  its  appearance,  though  far  from  ftriking  or  delightful, 
was  by  no  means  unpleafant ;  and-  on  approaching  the  town  of 
Bruges,  we  paffed  between  two  rows  of  trees,  beautiful,  fhady, 
and  of  lofty  fize~-forming,  with  the  furrounding  obje&s,  a  fcene, 
which,  if  not  romantic,  was  at  leaft  pidturefque. 

In 
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fa  paftftg  through  Countries  groaaihg  benerfih  the  despotic 
ftoiarge  of  unlimited  Monarchy,  where  frbtiAes*  are  raifeis  aft 
ewes  kid  an  *<f  JiMrm-^-vfhvtt  guilty  d&ru&atat  Mpkiof^,  wkk 
Tiieejtee  of  *  lyn*ahdtfae&ilgff  of  a  harpy,  feud  fejwkiefc  af-erelfr 
gate,  to  fcnabuae  the  haraatefo  patfengerrf  awake  him  fcf  the*  tlanfcs 
of  hi*  feaew,  «tfd  awe  Hifl*  too  coiaplfeacej  a  fac-tam  Brio* 
ffeetea  cold  horror  creep  thrboghhiii  whole  fWnie:  fefc  ftBfrt* 
coils  at  the  gkomily  ferdefcms  *Kd  Jftfotendy  ftridt  eiaiatirttttow, 
with  which'  a  feKtind,  at  tfee  efifwy  ©#*  toWA,  ftop*,  iflveAigate*, 
deiftaiHte  a  paflport;  and,  in  feort,  puts  hhtfr,  fh  titofbrtf  in  a 
ftate  of  durance,  Wfth  alt  its  ha&toas  formalities  *n*  apfjettdagdij;. 
ift  giteff,  ids  bars,  it*  armed  ftfflkft*,  ifr  forfflal  pitofcffion*  of  fc#i 
and  k»  tffltef  violation-  of  reaibn  and  of  jtlftiee.  Entering,  the  foWh 
of  Bruges  We  Wetfe  ftop ped  by  a«fi?ntihef,  who,  wM  aft  t&r  fcsey, 
fwaggering  air  of  authority,  of  a  flave  in  office,  dfemand&l  <0  knew', 
whether  we  had  any  contraband  goods?  Whether  we  Were  ni  any 
roaiitary  capac^y  ?  wlfcneti  We  eame  ?  and  whither  we  Wert  gBftSg  ? 
with  a  variety  of  other  inteft*o)gatdrtes,  to  my  mihdeqttaUy  iriipef- 
tinent  and  deteftable,  but  which  feemed  to  make  no  greater  im- 
preffion  on  the  good  Flemings  themfelves,  than  demanding  the 
toll  at  a  turnpike-gate  would  make  on  an  Englifh  waggoner. 

Talking  over  this  fubjeft,  fince  that  time,  with  a  Gentleman 
who  is  well  acquainted  with  all  thofe  places,  he  informed  me,  that 
in  the  war  between  the  Emperor  and  the  States  General,  fome 
FreBdl  dfficers,  travelling  through  Flanders  to  join  Count  Mai l- 
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lebois,  were  flopped  at  the  gate  of  Bruges,  and,  by  order  of  the 
Emperor,  fent  to  his  army,  turned  into  the  ranks,  and  obliged  to 
do  duty  as  common  foldiers. — Here,  my  dear  Frederick,  was 
an  aft,  not  only  defpotic  in  itfelf,  but  aggravated  by  circumftances 
of  collateral  profligacy,  of  fuch  enormous  magnitude  as  bids  de~ 
iiance  to  all  power  of  amplification,  and  leaves  eloquence  hopelefs 
of  defer ibing  it  with  greater  force  than  it  derives  from  a  fimple 
narration  of  the  fad :  on  the  one  hand,  the  inroad  upon  the  juft 
perfonal  rights  of  the  individual ;  on  the  other,  the  rights  of  a 
Nation  violated.  Some  men  in  England;*  judging  from  their  own 
conititutional  fecurity,  may  dilbelieve  the  fad: :  but  let  them  con* 
fider,  that  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  an  alien,  taken  upon 
neutral  ground*  is  now,  even  now,  held  in  illegal,  unjuil  thral- 
dom and  perfecution— -let  them,  I  fay,  remember  this,  and  let 
their  incredulity  ceafe. 

Blefs  your  ftars,  my  dear  boy,  that  you  were  born  in  a  Country 
where  fuch  outrages  as  thefe  can  never  be  perpetrated  by  any,  and 
will  never  be  approved  of but  by  a  few. 
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In  my  laft,  I  carried  you  paft  a  ferocious,  impertinent 
fcntinel,  into  the  town  of  Bruges ;  and  now,  having  g6t  you  there, 
I  muft  endeavour,  from  the  loofe  materials  I  have  been  able  to 
colkft,  to  give  you  a  fliort  defcription  of  it. 

I  had  heard  much  of  Bruges,  its  grandeur  and  its  opulence ; 
you  will  guefs  my  furprife  then,  when,  on  entering  ft,  I  found 
nothing  but  an  old-fafliioned,  ill-built,  irregular  town;  the  ftreets, 
in  general,  narrow  and  dirty,  and  moft  of  the  houfes  ftrongfy  ex- 
preffive  of  poverty  and  fqualid  wretchednefs  :  yet  tfeis  was  an- 
ciently a  moft  flourifhing  city.  Did  the  difference  between  the 
town  at  this  time,  and  its  ftate  as  it  is  reprefented  of  old,  cbnfift  only 
in.  its  external  appearance,  we  might  readily  account  fot  that,  in  the 
great  improvements  made  by  the  Moderns  in  the  art  of  houfe-build- 
ing;  but  its  prelent  inferiority  goes  deeper,  and  is  the  refultofide* 
parted  commerce*--commeree,f  that  fluctuating  wiU-Whh-a-wifp,1 
that  leads  States -in  hot  purfuit  after  it,  to  entrap  them  ultimately 
into  mires  and  *precipfcc!s,  ihd  Which,  when ■  caught,  ftajte  till  it 
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extinguishes  the  fpirit  of  Freedom  in  a  Nation,  refines  its  People 
into  feeble  flaves,  and  there  leaves  them  to  poverty  and  contempt. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  fubjecl  that  affords  an  ampler  field  for  % 
fpecuktive  mind  to  expatiate  upon^  than  the  various,  and,  I  may 
fay,  incongruous  revolutions  which  have  chequered  the  progrefs 
of  human  fociety  from  the  firft  records  of  Hiftory  down  to  the 
prefent  time.  It  is  indeed  a  fpeculation  which  not  only  tends  to 
'  improve  &e  undep^djng,  by  calling  19  e^peri^ncc  to  correct 
^e^ki^ons.^f  theory,  hut  is.  highly  taftrudnie.  in  a  moral  poia4 
gf  v-iewr,  by  peyghig  out  &e  instability  of  the  Ytwy  toft  ftriSbu** 
of  human  wifdom,  and  tubing  ua  how  Uttfe  reliance  is,  to  h© 
plaped  ugoft  humaft  c^&alties,  or  earthly  <x*Rtinge*»eies,;  took 
fc>  C^rqece^  orcc  th$  fo<HrtainThead  of  Arts*  Eloquence*  a#d- 
Lea5oingf  and,  the  lather  of  Fneedpgfr— hep  J?<*fcx  her  I#&- 
flatpr*  her  Sojdjejs ,  and  her  Patriots,  eye*  to  tb^s  day  <$&&djarQd. 
the  hflgheft  «*amp3|es  of  earthly  glory  U— fee  her  aow  tonkin 
flaye?y>.  lgno«nce,  floth,  and  imbeoilfc$y,  b^lpw  any  ptfty  N#*©A 
of  Europe.  J*x>fc  to,  Ron*? — |a  he/  tern,  Ac  qp&gi.  of  .Aw» 
and  Arte,,  the  land,  of  ^iberty,.  &e  nur£  of  ^croesn— th«  ftagc 
on  wl»chinflcjdble  Patriots,  acco^pl^d  Pb^p^bpher s>  anda.f>$e 
People,  a£ted  for  centuries  a  drama  tlftf  elqratp^  M?n  aJwft  abovq 
hi?  nat^ir?  U^-fee  tier  now  reduced  tp  the  lafl;  ftag^  of  coateaqptl* 
biUty— even  below  it,  tp  ridiquje  and  l^ughfrr— fwaye4  by  d& 
mo&SQ^i^ttf^  j^fegk  i^fr  gift  npoft  df&fpic*Mfl 

enflavement, 


(  »»  ) 

anflavojnent,  both  of  perfon  aod  opinion—the  offices  of  her  glo- 
rious Sepate  performed  by  a  kind  of  heteroclite  being,  an  henna- 
phroditical  itnpoftor,  who,  deducing  his  right  from  the  very  dregs 
wd  qtfscourings  of  fupcrftition  and  fanaticifiji,  and  aided  by  a  fee 
of  difcapk*  worthy  of  fuch  a  matter,  rules  the  People,  not  with  the 
terror?  of  the  Tarpeian  rock,  nor  yet  with  that  which  to  a  Roman 
bo&m  was  more  terrible,  baniihrncnt— but  with  the  horrors  of 
titrnd  datrm&xm!-r—£ts  her  radiant,  vigorous  Soldiery  converted 
into  *  band  of  feeble  Betters  and  inufic-mafters,  and  the  clangor 
of  her  anus  into  Jhrill  concerts  of  fqueaking  caforatoes ;  thofe  places 
where  her  Cjcjkro  poured  forth  eloquence  divine,  and  pointed 
out  the  .paths  that  led  to  true  morality— whert  her  Brutus  and 
her  Cato  marfballed  the  forces  of  Freedom,  and  ratted  the  arm 
of  Jpftice  agamft  Tyrants,  orer-»ruaby  a  knavifh  haft  of  ignorant, 
b*ggarfy>  bald-pated  Friars,  vomiting,  to  a  crowd  of  gaping  bigots, 
tptrcats  of  fa^t*1**  bombaft,  of  miracles  never  performed,  of 
Ge&  toad*  of  wood  or  copper,  and  of  Saints*  that,  like  them- 
fclves>  lived  by  impofbre  aad  deception ! — fee  her  triumphs  and 
t  ftuttti^y  trophies  changed  into  proceffioos  of  Priefts  finging  p&fcna 
round  wafers  aod  wooden,  crucifixes  i  and  that  code  of  Philofophy 
and  B6%n&»  which  operated  fa  effe&mlly  upon  die  morals  of 
feffr  People  that  there  was  none  among  them  found  fo  defpetatc 
a*  &  bafe  as  to  break  an  oath,  exchanged'  for  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic bpaoch  of  .the  Cbriftian  Faith — for  difpenfatons  for  incefl:* 
vM&WM  fw  mw<kK>  fioes  for  fornic&w>  and  an  exdufive 
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patent  for  adultery  in  their  priefthood.  Then  look  to  England ! 
—fee  her,  who  once  {looped  beneath  the  yoke  of  Rome,  whofe 
Chief,  Caractacus,  was  carried  there  in  chains  to  grace  his 
conquerous  triumphs,  while  herfelf  was  made  the  mcaneft  of  the 
Roman  Provinces,  now  holding  the  balance  of  the  world,  the 
unrivalled  miftrefs  of  Arms,  Arts,  Commerce — every  thing. 

It  was' in  this  irrefiiHble  mutation  of  things,  that  Bruges  funk 
from  the  high  ftate  of  a  moft  flourifliing  cky*  where  there  are 
ftill  (unlefe  the  French  have  deftroyed  them)  to  be  feen  the  re- 
mains of  feventeen  palaces,  anciently  die  residences  of  Confuls 
of  different  Nations,  each  of  which  had  diftinft  houfes,  magnifi- 
cently built  and  furnifhed,  with  warehoufes  for  their  merchan- 
difes :  and  fiich  was  the  power  and  wealth  of  the  Citizens  in  thofe 
days,  that  it  is  an  indubitable  faft,  they  kept  their  Sovereign,  the 
Archduke  Maximilian,  prifoner^  affronted  his  fcrvants,  and 
abufed  his  officers ;  nor  would  they  releafe  him  until  he  took  an 
eath  to  preferve  inviolate  the  laws  of  the  State.  >  Even  ix>  late  as 
the  time  I  was  there,  Bruges  had  fome  trade — indeed  as  good  a 
foreign  trade'  as  mbft  cities  in  Flanders.  The  people  feemed 
cheerful  and  happy,  and  the  markets  were  tolerably  fupplied. 

Several  fine  canals  run  in  a  variety  of  directions  from  Bruges : 
by  one  of  them,  boats  can  go,  in  the  courfe  of  a  fummer's  day,  to 
Oftend,  Nieuport,  Furnes,  and  Dunkirk ;  and  veflels  of  four 
hundred  tuns  can  float  in  the  bafon  of  this  town.  Another  canal 
leads  to  Ghent,  another  to  Damme,  and  another  to  Sktys,    The 
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water  Of  thofe  canals  is  ftagnant,  without  the  leaft  motion ;  yet 
they  can,  in  half  an  hour,  be  all  emptied,  and  frefh  water  brought 
in,  by  means  of  their  well- contrived  fluices.  This  water,  how- 
ever, is  never  ufed  for  drinking,  or  even  for  culinary  purpofes ; 
a  better  fort  being  conveyed  through  the  town  by  pipes  from 
the  two  rivers  Lys  and  Scheldt,  as  in  London ;  for  which,  as  there, 
every  houfe  pays  a  certain  tax. 

Although  the  trade  of  this  city  has,  like  that  of  all  the  Low 
Countries,  been  gradually  declining,  and  daily  fucked  into  the 
vortices  of  Britifh  and  Dutch  commerce,  there  were,  till  the 
French  entered  it,  many  rich  Merchants  there,  who  met  every 
day  at  noon  in  the  great  market-place,  to  communicate  and 
traniaft  bufinefs,  which  was  chiefly  done  in  the  Flemifli  lan- 
guage, .  hardly  any  one  in  it  fpeaking  French ;  a  circumftance 
that  by  this  time  is  much  altered — for  they  have  been  already 
made,  if  not  to  fpeak  French,  at  leaft  to  fing  Ca-ira9  and  dance 
to  the  tune  of  it  too,  to  fome  purpofe* 

The  once-famed  grandeur  of  this  city  confifted  chiefly >  like 
that  of  all  grand  places  in  the  dark  periods  of  Popery,  of  the  gloomy 
piles,  the  oftentatious  frippery  and  unwieldly  mafles  of  wealth, 
accumulated  by  a,  long  feries  of  Monkifh  impofture — of  Gothic 
ftrudtures,  of  enormous  fize  and  fable  afpedt,  filled  with  dreary 
cells,  calculated  to  ftrike  the  fouls  of  the  ignorant  and  enthufiaftic 
with  holy  horror,  to  infpire  awe  of  the  places,  and  veneration  for 
the  perfons  who  dared  to  inhabit  them,  and,  by  enfeebling  the 
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reafon  with  the  mixed  operations  of  horrof,  wonder  and  refer- 
ence, to  fit  the  credulous  for  the  reception  of  every  impofittaq, 
however  grofs  in  conception,  or  bungled  in  execution*  Tfhdfe 
are  the  things  which  constituted  the  greartiie&  and  fplendor  of  the 
cities  of  Ancient  Qiriftendom ;  to  thofe  has  the  fturdieft  bamafc 
vigour  and  intellect  been  faced  to  bend  the  knees :  they  were 
built  to  endure  the  outrages  of  time ;  and  will  ftand,  I  amfurt, 
long,  long  after  their  power  fhall  have  been  annihilated. 

What  a  powerful  engine  ha&  fuperftitk**  been,  ifl  the  cunning 
management  of  Priefts !  How  lamentable  it  is  to  think,  that  not 
only  all  who  believed,  but  aH:*frho  had  good  fenfe  enough  not  to 
believe,  fliould,  for  fo  many  centuries,  have  been  kept  iw  p*6ibttte 
fubnrii&on  to  the  will  and  dominion  o£  an  old  Man  in  Rome }-^My 
blufhes  for  the  folly  and  fupinenefs  of  Mankind,  however,  are  k$ 
in  a  warm  glow  of  tranfport  at  the  prefent  irradiation  of  thcr  lumaii 
mind;  and  though  I  can  fcarcely  think  with  patience  of  that  gta» 
rious,  Godlike  being,  Henry  the  SeGond  of  England,  being  obliged 
by  the  Pope  to  lafh  hknfelf  naked  at  the  tomb  of  that  &&sy,  wicked 
Prieft,  Thomtas  a  Becket,  I  feKcita*e  myfelfwith  tta  iteffefilion, 
that  the  Pope  is  now  the  moil  contemptible  Sovctfeigtf  m  Europe, 
and  that  the  Papal  authority,  which  was  auc<*  the  tertor  attd'tfee 
feourge  of  the  earth,  is  now  not  anly  not?  reeognifedy  but  fekterti 
thought  of,  and,  when  thought  ©£  oidjjr  fcrve&  to  e»i»  laughter 
or  difguft. 
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1  h  £  town  of  Bruges,  although  die  fleets  be;  as  I  Jbotfe 

already  described  them,  fo  mean,  narrow,  dirty  and  irregular  ih 
general,  contains,  n^rerthele^  fome  Jfevf  ftroets  th&t  arc  tolerable, 
and  a  few  fquare3,alfo  that  are  far  ih^<^t?ri^iWt.wf  J.fliiuid 
think  it,  nevertheleis,  not  worth  an£thejr;  Jsttftr  of  deftfcipfcioff, 
were  it  not  that  the  phurches,  and  Church^wfcfitics*  deoi&dlbnr 
attention ;  for  you  will  obferv^  $hat  in  a|l  rich  Pofpifh  €craritric&, 
every  Churchy  a  holy  toy~£bpp».or  ratf^t  a  flw&ura,  where  pic- 
tures, flatues,  gpld.cup^,  filyer  ca^dlcfticfef,  diamond  ,cniciftws, 
and  gods,  of,  variola  forte  and  ctt^nfiqns*  wp  bearded  up,  in  hfo- 
nour  of  the.  Supreme  Being*  :  Thfe  <:ity  JJayii^g  becft  fir  ccritartes 
the  See  of  a  Biihojy  whg  is:  Suffifagan  to,thfe  Ar&bi&tap  of  Mcdi^ 
lin*.  and  at  the  fayae  time  Hereditary  Gikine^ter  of  FlaAders,  it 
is  not  to  be  yropdgff&sat,  .if  ecqk£afttf#l:  jnftuftry  Jbouhi  have 
amafled  fonpte  of;  tboib  little  trinkets  whi<?h  cqftilirtftc  the  cfiFef  or 
only  value, of  {their  Ghureh>  ,  live  rrtjtfle  of  tWb  place  conveys  tt> 
the  h^ad.  tha^^facsuit  a,  die^fe •>  ctmtium^iix^oiffie^  frq«»  |hfc 
nameaof  wJbic£r#ofc,w£U  \x\ib)&&0  foh^Ifowr^aH^udgmept  of 
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the  opulence  of  one  poor  fon  of  abftinence  and  mortification. — 
Thofe  cities  are,  in  the  firft  place,  Bruges  itfelf,  then  Oftend, 
Sluys,  Damme,  Middleburgh  in  Flanders,  and  Oudenberch — not 
to  mention  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  boroughs  and  villages; 
and  if  you  could  compute  the  number  of  inferior  Clergy  with 
which  the  ftreets  and  highways  are  filled,  you  would  be  thunder- 
ftruck.  There,  and  in  all  thofe  Popifh  Countries,  they  may  be 
feenr  with  grotefque  habits  and  bald  pates,  buzzing  up  and  down 
like  bees,  in  fwarms,  (a  precious  hive !)—  and,  with  the  moft  vehe- 
ment pttotfeftations  of  voluntafy  poverty  in  their  mouths,  and  eyes 
.uplifted  to.  Heaven,  fcfambling  for  the  gdod  things  of  the  earth 
.with  the  eager nefs  of  a  pack  of  hounds,  arid  the  rapacity  of  a  whole 
Toll  of  lawyers  I  With  loaded  thighs  (I  might  fay,  loaded  arms  too, 
fi^they  have  large  pockets  even  ki  their  fleeves,  for  the  conceal- 
ment of  moveables),  they  return  to  the  great  hive,  where,  con- 
trary to  the  law  of  <  bees,  the  dronie  lives  in  idle  'ftate,  'and  he 
plunders  them:  contrary,  too,  to  the  habits  of  thofe  ufefbl  infe&s, 
they  banifh  the  queen-bee,  and  fiifFer  no  female  to  approach  their 
<;ells,  but  'keep  them  in  contiguous  hives,  where,  under  cover  of 
the  night,  they  viiit  them,  and  fulfil  in  private  that  which  they 
deny  in  public — the  great  command  of  Providence. 
.  The  firft  building  in.  nominal  rank,  though  by  no  meins  the 
fit&  in.  value,  is  the  great  Cathedi»al,  which  has  at  leafl:  bulk,  &n- 
tiquity  and  gloonrinefs  enough  to  recommend  it  to  the  Faithful-  l\ 
k  by  no  means  unfurniflied  within,  though  not  in  fo  remarkable  a 
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manner  as  to  induce  me  to  fill  a  Letter  with  it.  In  a  word,  it 
is  an  old  Popifh  Cathedral,  and  cannot  be  fuppofed  wanting  ia 
wealth :  it  the  time  I  write,  it  has  been  ftanding  no  lefs  a  time 
than  nine  hundred  and  twenty-nine  years,  having  been  built  in 
the  year  865. 

The  next  that  occurs  to  me,  as  worthy  of  notice,  is  the  Chord* 
of  Notre  Dame,  or  that  dedicated  to  our  Lady  the  Virgin  Mar  V; 
This  is  really  a  beautiful  ftrufture  of  the  kind — indeed  magni- 
ficent.    Its  fteeple  i$  beyond  conception  ftupendous,  being  fc  very 
high  as  to  be  feen  at  fea  off  Oftend,  although  it  is  not  elevated 
in  the  fmalleft  degree  by  any  rife  in  the  ground,-  for,  fo  very  Hat 
is  the  whole  intermediate  country,  that  I  believe  it  would  puzzle- 
a  fkilful  leveller  to  find  two  feet  elevation  from  high- water-mark 
at  Oftend  up  to  this  city.     The  contents  of  this  Church  are  cor- 
refpondent  to  its  external  appearance— being  enriched  and  beauti- 
fied with  a  vail  variety  of  facerdotal  trinkets,  and  fine  tombs  and 
monuments.     As  to  the  former,   the  veftments  of  that  fame 
Thomas  a  Brcket  whom  I  mentioned  in  my  laft,  make  a  part 
of  the  curiofities  depoiited  in  this  Church:  this  furious  and  in- 
flexible impoftor  was  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury i  and  his  ftruggles 
to  enflave  both  the  King  and  People  of  England,  and  make  them 
tributary  to  the  Pope,  have  canonized  him,  and  obtained  the  very 
honourable  depot  I  mention  for  his  veftments.     To  do  juftice, 
however,  to  the  fpirit  and  fagacity  of  the  Holy  Fathers  wht>  have- 
fo  long  taken  the  pains  to  preferve  them,  it  mull  be  commemo- 
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!*t0)»<.«|uit  t&y  ate,  pr  at  teaft  we*#  fet  with  diamonds,  *ndio*her 
precious  #paes  I  Pf t>b»bly.  sWttQng  tshq  maoy  Priefts  who  have*,  in 
&  #aijy  cen&uries*  1»4  the  puftody  of  thofe  divine  relics,  feme 
9ije,  njpre  fagaciQus  th#i  the  reft,  awght  coftceiv*,  that,  to  lie  in 
a  Church,  and  be  feen  by  the  all-believing  eyes  of  .the  Faj^ifui, 
%  Uttlp.  «plpijre4  gk&  iw^ft  a$gj9p4  a?  any  precious  ftcwe*  and 
wifely  have  converted  the  originals  to  fome  better  pwpofe*  If  fb, 
it  will  be  fame  ccuftfolfctipn  toHply  M Other  Chwch  to  reflet,  that 
$e  Jias  bilked  the  $<ws-cufatto*  who  certainly  have  got  pofleffion 
q£  S^itftTHOWA.s  A,  Broker's  Banjoul. pettieofttp  *  and,  if  they 
tafte  been  fo^nd  enough  to  ftand  the  cutting*  have*  by  this  tune* 
QOnverted  them  into  comfortable  campaigning  breeches.  O  mon- 
ftraus!  wicked !  abominable  kr-that  the  Royal  Mary,  fiftec  to 
thp  great  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifths  ftwuld,  fo  long. ago  as  the 
Reformation*  have  bought  at  animmenfe  price,  and  depofited  in 
the  treafury  of  the  Church  of  our  Lady  the  Meffed  Virgin  Mary, 
the  veftments  of  a  Saint,,  only  to  make  breeches*  ia  the  year  i79t4» 
for  a  French  fpldier !  The  time  has  been,  that  the  bare  fuggeftioa 
of  fuch  facrilege  would  have  turned  the  brain,  of  half  the  people 
of  Chriftendom  :  but  thofe  things  are  now  better  managed* 

Of  the  tombs  in  this  Church,  I  fhall  only  mention  two,  as 
diftinguifhed  from  the  reft  by  their  coftlinefs,,  magnificence  and 
antiquity.  They  are  made  of  copper,  well  guilt*  One  of  them 
i«  the  tomb  of  Mary,  heirefs  to  the  Ducal  Houfe  of  Burgundy; 
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and  the  other,  that  of  Charles  (commonly  called  the  Hardy), 
Duke  of  Burgundy,  her  father. 

In  Bruges  there  we  four  great  Abbeys,   and  an;  amazing 
number  of  Convents  and  rfunneries.     The  buildings,  I  prefomc,. 
yet  Hand ;  but.  there  is  little  doubt  that  their  contents,  of  every 
kind,  haare  been,  before  this,  put  in  requ$Jiti<m9  aftd  each  part  of 
them,  of  courfe,  applied  to  its  natural  ufe- 

The  Church  once  belonging  to  the  Jefuits>  is  built  in  a  noble 
ftyle  of  architeftvure :  and  that  of  the  Dominicans  has  not  only  its 
external  merits,  but  its  internal  value ;  for,  befides  the  ufual  fuper- 
abundance  of  rich  chalices,  &c.  it'poflefles  fome  very  great  cu- 
riofities- — 

As,,  fijft,  a  very  curious,  highly  wrought  pulpifc--r-beautifttl 
in  itf$lf>  but  remarkable  for  the  top  being  fupported  by  wood,  cut 
QOt*  in  thp  moil  natural,  deceptive  manner,  in  the  form  of  ropes, 
z&d  which  beguile  the  fpe&ator  the  more  into  a  belief  of  its 
reality,  becaufe  it  anfwers  the  purpofes  of  ropes. 

Secondly, .  a  picture — and  fa  extraordinary  a  pi&ure !  Before  I 
cjefcribe  it,  I  muft  apprife  you  that  your  faith  muft  be  almoft  as. 
great  as  that  of  a  Spanifh  Chriftian  to  believe  me — to  beKeve 
that  the  human  intellect  ever  funk  fo  low  as,  in  the  firft  inftance, 
to  conceive,  and,  in  the  next,  to  harbour  and  admire,  fuch  a. 
piece.  But  I  miftake — it  has  its  merit ;  it  is  a  curiofity— the 
Demon  of  Satire  himfelf  could  not  wiih  for  a  greater. 
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This  pi&ure,  then,  is  the  reprefentation  of  a  Marriage!--- 
but  of  whom?  why,  truly,  of  Jesus  Christ  with  Saint  Ca- 
tharine of  Sienna.  Obferve  the  congruity — Saint  Catha- 
rine of  Sjenna  lived  many  centuries  after  the  tranflation  of  Jesus 
Christ  to  Heaven,  where  he  is  t<J  fit,  you  know,  till  he  comes 
to  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead!— But  who  marries  them?  In 
truth,  Saint  Dominic,  the  patron  of  this  Church !  The  Virgin 
Mary  joins  their  hands — that  is  not  amifs — But,  to  crown  the 
whole,  King  David  himfelf,  who  died  fo  long  before  Christ 
was  born,  plays  the  harp  at  the  wedding ! 

My  dear  Frederick,  I  {hall  take  it  as  no  fmall  inftance  of 
your  dutiful  opinion  of  me  to  believe,  that  fuch  a  picture  exifted, 
and  made  part  of  the  holy  paraphernalia  of  a  Temple  consecrated 
to  the  worfhip  of  the  Divinity:  but  I  allure  you  it  is  a  faft;  and 
as  I  have  never  given  you  reafon  to  fufpeft  my  veracity,  I  expert 
you  to  believe  me  in  this  inftance,  improbable  though  it  feems: 
for  fuch  a  farrago  of  abfurdities,  fuch  a  jumble  of  incongruities, 
impoffibilities,  bulls  and  anachronifms,  never  yet  were  com- 
prefied,  by  the  human  imagination,  into  the  fame  narrow  compafs. 

I  protract  this  Letter  beyond  my  ufual  length,  on  purpofe  to 
•conclude  my  account  of  Bruges,  and  get  once  more  upon  the  road. 

The  Monaftery  of  the  Carthufians,  another  Order  of  Friars, 
is  of  amazing  fize,  covering  an  extent  of  ground  not  much  lefs 
than  a  mile  in  circumference.     The  Carmelites,  another  Order, 
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have  a  Church  here,  in  which  there  is  raifed  a  beautiful  monu- 
ment, to  the  memory  of  Henry  Jermyn,  Lord  Dover,  a  Peer 
of  England — But  the  Monaftery  called  the  Dunes,  a  fed  of  the 
Order  of  Saint  Barnard,  is  by  far  the  nobleft  in  the  whole  city  r 
the  cloifters  and  gardens  are  capacious  and  handfome;  the  apartment 
of  the  Abbot  is  magnificent  and  ftately,  and  thofe  of  the  Monks 
themfelves  unufually  neat.  Thofe  poor  mortified  penitents,  in- 
cluded from  the  pomps,  the  vanities  and  enjoyments  of  life,  and 
their  thoughts,  no  doubt,  refting  alone  on  hereafter,  keep,  never- 
thelefs,  a  fumptuous  table,  fpread  with  every  luxury  of  the 
feafon— have  their  country-feats,  where  they  go  a-hunting,  or 
to  refresh  themfelves,  and  actually  keep  their  own  coaches* 

Among  the  Nunneries  there  are  two  Engliih :  one  of  Au- 
guftinian  Nuns,  who  are  all  ladies  of  quality,  and  who  entertain 
Grangers  at  the  grate  with  fweetmeats  and  wine;  the  other* 
called  the  Pelicans,  is  of  a  very  ftrift  Order,  and  wear  a  coarfe 
drefs. 

To  conclude — In  the  Chapel  of  Saint  Basil  is  find  to  be 
kept,  in  perfect  prefervation,  the  blood  which  Joseph  of  Are- 
methea  wiped  off  with  a  fponge  from  the  dead  body  of  Christ- 
Finis  corona f  opus. 

*  I  fancy  you  have,  by  this  time,  had  as  much  of  miracles  as 
you  can  well  digeft :  I  therefore  leave  you  to  reflect  upon  them* 
and  improve- 
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As  I  was  going  to  the  bercjue,  at  Bruges,  to  take  my 
clcparttire  for  Ghent,  the  next  town  in  my  route,  I  was  furprifed 
to.  fee  a  number  of  officious,  bufy,  poor  fellows,  crowding  round 
my  effects,  and  feizipg  them — fbqie  my  trunk,  fome  my  port- 
manteau, &c.  I  believe  two  ortnree  to  each :  but  my  aftonifhment 
partly  Aibfided  when  I  was  told  that  they  were  porters,  who  plied 
op  the  canal,  and  about  the  city,  for  fubfiftence,  and  only  came  tQ 
have  the  honour  of  carrying  my  baggage  down  to  th&  veflel.  Noting 
their  eagernefs,  I  could, not  help  fmiling.  Lknqw  -th^rc  are  jthofe, 
and  rhave  heard  of  fuch,  who  would  blufter  at  them :  but  my  mirth 
at  the  buftling  importance  which  the,  poor  fellows  affe&edj .  foon 
fiinjc  into  ferious  concern ;  I  faid  within  myfelf,  'VAlas,  how  hard 
muft  be  your  lot,  indeed !','  and.  my  imagination  was  iivan,inftant 
back  again  in  London,  where  a  porter  often  makes  you  pay  for 
a  job,  not  in  money  only,  but  in  patience  alfo,  and  where  the 
furlinefs  of  independence  fcowjs  upon  his  Jbrpw  as  he  does  your 
work.  Every  one  of  my  men  demanded  a  remuneration  fof  his 
labour  :    one  man  could  have  eafily  done  the  work  of  five— 
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but  I  rcfolvcd  not  to  fend  them  away  difcontented:  he  is  but  a 
fordid  churl  that  would ;  and  I  paid  them  to  their  full  fatisfa&ion. 
Here,  my  dear  Frederick,  let  me  offer  you  (fince  it  occurs)  toy 
parental  advice  on  this  point — from  the  praftice  of  which  you 
will  gain  more  folid  felicity  than  you  can  poffibly  be  aware  of 
now:  never  weigh  fcrupuloufly  the  value  of  the  work  of  the 
Poor;  rather  exceed  than  fall  (hort  of  rewarding  it:  it  is  a  very, 
very  fmall  thing,  that  will  put  them  in  good  humour  with  you 
and  with  themfelves,  and  relax  the  hard  furrows  of  labour  into 
the  foft  finilc  of  gratitude — a  fmile  which,  to  a  heart  of  fenfibility 
fuch  as  your's,  will,  ofitfelf,  ten-thoufand-fold  repay  you,  even 
though  the  frequent  practice  of  it  fhould  abridge  you  of  a  few  of 
thofe  things  called  pleafures,  or  detraft  a  little  from  the  weight  of 
your  purfe. 

Being  again  feated  in  my  bcrque,  I  fet  off  for  Ghent,  a  city 
lying  at  a  diftance  of  twenty-four  miles  from  Bruges.  I  muft 
here  remark  to  you,  that  the  company  one  meets  in  thofe  veffels 
is  not  always  of  the  firft  rank;  it  is  generally  of  a  mixed,  motley 
kind:  but  to  a  man  who  carries  along  with  him,  through  his 
travels,  a  love  for  his  fellow-creatures,  and  a  defire  to  fee  men, 
and  their  cuftoms  and  manners,  it  is  both  pleafant  and  eligible — 
at  leaft  I  thought  it  fo,  and  enjoyed  it.  There  were  thofe  amongft 
us  who  fpoke  rather  loftily  on  that  fubjedl:  I  faid  nothing; 
but  it  brought  to  my  mind  a  reflection  I  have  often  had  occalion 
to  concur  in,  viz.  that  a  feftidious  ufurpation  of  dignity  (happily 
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denominated  Jiatelinefs)  is  the  never-faiiing  mark  of  an  upflart  or 
a  blockhead.  The  man  of  true  dignity,  felf-ereft  and  ftrong, 
needs  not  have  recourfe,  for  fupport,  to  the  comparative  wretch- 
ednefs  of  his  fellow-creature,  or  plume  himfelf  upon  fpurious  fu- 
periority.  You  will  underftand  me,  however !  When  I  fay,,  "  the 
man  of  true  dignity,"  I  am  far,  very  far,  from  meaning  a  lord,  a 
fquire,  a  banker,  or  a  general  officer— I  mean  a  man  of  intrinfic 
worth — homo  emun&ae  naris — one  who,  in  every  ftation  into 
which  chance  may  throw  him,  feels  firm  in  the  confcioufnefs  of 
right — who  can  fee  and  cherifli  merit,  though  enveloped  and  con- 
cealed behind  a  fhabby  fuit  of  clothes — and  who  fcorns  the  blown- 
upfool  of  fortune,  that,  without  fenfe  or  fentiment,  without  virtue, 
wifdom  or  courage,  prefumfis  to  call  himfelf  great,  merely  becaufe 
he  poflefles  a  few  acres  of  earth  which  he  had  neither  the  induftry 
nor  merit  to  earn,  or  becaufe  his  great-great-great-grandfather 
purchafed  a  title  by  perfidy  to  hi$  Country*  the  plunder  of  his  fel- 
low-citizens, or  the  flaughter  of  mankinds 

Although  the  face  of  that  part  of  the  Country  through  which  we 
are  now  pajflijig,  like  that  of  the  preceding  ftage  from  Oftend  to 
Bruges,  wants  diverfity,  it  has  its  charms,,  and  would  be  particu- 
larly delightful  in  the  eye  of  an  Englifh  farmer ;  for  it  is  covered 
with  the  thickeft  verdure  on  each  fide  of  the  canal,  and  the  banks 
are  decorated  all  along  by.  rows  of  ftately  trees,  while  the  fields 
in  the  back  ground  are  cultivated  to  the  higheft  degree  of  per- 
fedion,  and  bear  the  afpe<ft  of  producing  the  moft  abundant  harveft. 
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You  will  be  able  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  trifling  expence 
of  travelling  in  this  Country,  from  my  expences  in  this  ftage  of 
twenty-four  miles.  I  had  an  excellent  dinner  for  about  fifteen 
pence  of  our  money ;  my  pafiage  coft  me  but  fixteen  more,  amount- 
ing in  all  to  two  fhillings  and  feven  pencve :  compare  that  with 
travelling  in  England,  where  one  cannot  rife  up  from  an  indifferent 
dinner,  in  an  Inn,  under  five  fhillings  at  the  leaft,  and  you  muft 
be  aftonifhed  at  the  difproportion. 

Ghent  is  the  capital  of  Flanders,  and  is  to  be  reckoned 
among,  the  largeft  cities  of  Europe,  as  it  covers  a  fpace  of  ground 
of  not  lefs  than  feven  miles  in  circumference  *  but  there  is  not 
above  one  half  of  that  occupied  with  buildings,  the  greater  part 
being  thrown  into  fields,  gardens,  orchards,  and  pleafure-grounds* 
Situated  on  four  navigable  rivers,  and  interfered  into  no  fewer 
than  twenty-fix  iflands  by  a  number  of  canals,  which  afford  an 
eafy,  cheap  and  expeditious  carriage  for  weighty  merchandife, 
it  may  be  confidered,  in  point  of  local  advantages  for  commerce, 
fuperior  to  moft  cities  in  Europe ;  while  thofc  iflands  are  again 
united  by  about  a  hundred  bridges,  fome  great  and  fome  fmall, 
which  contribute  much  to  the  beauty  of  the  city* 

To  a  man  accuftomed  to  mould  his  thoughts  by  what  he  fees 
in  Great  Britain,  the  ftrong  fortifications  that  furround  almoft  all 
towns  on  the  Continent  convey  the  moft  difagreeable  fenfations — 
reminding  him  of  the  firft  mifery  of  Mankind,  War  ! —-denoting, 
alas  !  too  truly,  the  difpofition  of  Man  to  violate  the  rights  of  his 
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fellow-creatures,  and  iBanifcfting  the  tyrannous  abufc  of  power. 
On  me,  though  trained  and  accustomed  to  military  habits,  this 
«  dreadful  note  of  preparation"  had  an  unpleafing  eff&Et;  for, 
though  horn,  bred  and  habituated  to  the  life  of  the  Soldier,  I  find 
the  feelings  of  the  Citizen  and  the  Man  claim  a  paramount  right  to 
my  heart.  ^ 

Ghent  was  once  extremely  well  fortified,  and  calculated,  by 
.nature  as  well  as  by  art,  to  repel  encroachment.  It  had  a  very 
jftrong  caitie,  walls  and  ditches ;  and  now,  tho%h  not  otherwife 
ftrong,  the  country  may,  by  fhutting  up  the  fluices,  be,  for  above 
a  mile  round,  laid  in  a  very  fhort  time  under  water.  It  was  for- 
merly fo  populous  and  powerful,  that  it  declared  war  more  than 
once  againft  its  Sovereign,  and  raifed  amazing  armies.  In  the  year 
15S7,  it  fufFered  dreadfully  from  all  the  ravages  of  famine,  under 
which  a  number  not  lefs  than  three  thoufand  of  its  inhabitants 
perifhed  in  one  week. 

This  town  is  diftinguifhed  by  the  nativity  of  two  celebrated 
chara&ers :  one  was  the  famous  John  of  Gaunt,  fon  of  King  Ed- 
ward the  Third  of  England;  the  other,  the  Emperor  Charles 
the  Fifth,  who  was  born  there  in  the  year  1 500. 

It  was  in  this  city  that  the  Confederation  of  the  States,  well 
known  under  the  title  of  the  Pacification  of  Ghent,  which  united 
the  Provinces  in  the  moft  lafting  union  of  intereft  and  laws,  was 
held :  this  union  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  vigorous,  unre- 
mitted efforts  of  William   the  Firft,    Prince  of  Orange,   to 
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whofe  valour  and  virtue  may  be  attributed  the  independence  of  the 
United  States. 

In  this  city  there  were  computed  to  be  fifty  companies  of 
Tradefmen,  among  whom  were  manufactured  a  yariety  of  very 
curious  and  rich  cloths,  fluffs,  and  filks :  it  is  certain,  that  the 
woollen  manufa&ure  flourifhed  here  before  it  had  made  the  fjnalleft 
progrefs  in  England,  whofe  wool  they  then  bought*  There  was 
alfo  a  good  branch  of  linen  manufacture  here,  and  a  pretty  briik 
corn  trade,  for  which  it  was  locally  well  calculated.  You  will 
obferve,  once  for  all,  that  in  fpeaking  of  this  Country,  I  generally 
ufe  the  paft  tenfe ;  for,  at  prefent,  they  are  utterly  undone. 

Ghent  was  the  See  of  a  Bifhop,  who,  like  the  Bifbop  of  Bruges,, 
was  Suffragan  to  the  Archbifhop  of  Mechlin.  Thus,  in  moft 
Chriftian  Countries,  are  the  intelle&s,  the  confciences,  and  the 
cafh  too,  of  the  People,  fliut  up  and  hid  from  the  light,  by  Prieft 
within  Dean,  and  Dean  within  Bifhop — like  a  ring  in  the  hand  of 
a  conjurer,  box  within  box: — till  at  laft  they  are  enveloped  in  the 
great  receptacle  of  all  deception,  the  capacious  pocket  of  the  Arch- 
bifhop. Let  not  fceptered  Tyrants,  their  legions,  their  fcaffolds, 
and  their  fwords,  bear  all  the  infamy  of  the  flavery  of  Mankind ! 
Opinion,  opinion,  under  the  management  of  fraud  and  impofture,, 
is  the  engine  that  forges,  their  fetters  !  !—  Jansentus,  from  whom 
the  Janfenifts  took  their  name,  was  the  firft  Bifhop  of  this  place*; 
and  the  late  Bi£hop,  I  think,,  may  be  reckoned  the  laft. 
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The  Municipal  Government  of  this  city  is  correft,  and  well 
calculated  to  fecure  internal  peace  and  order.  The  chief  magi- 
strate is  the  High  Bailiff  •,  fubordinate  to  whom  are  Burgomafters, 
Echivins,  and  Counfellors. 

Ghent  is  not  deficient  in  ftately  edifices ;  and,  true  to  their 
fyftem,  the  Holy  Fathers  of  the  Church  have  their  fhare,  which, 
in  old  Popifh  Countries,  is  at  leaft  nineteen  twentieths.  In  the 
middle  of  the  town  is  a  high  tower,  called  Belfort  tower  -,  from 
whence  there  is  a  delightful  profpedt  over  the  whole  city  and  its 
environs,  Monafteries  and  Churches,  there,  are  without  number ; 
befides  hofpitals  and  market-places  :  that  called  Friday's  market, 
is  the  largeft  of  all,  and  is  adorned  with  a  ftatue  of  Charles 
the  Fifth,  in  his  imperial  robes.  The  Stadthoufe  is  a  magnifi- 
cent flxu&ure — So  is  the  Cathedral,  under  which  the  Reverend 
Fathers  have  built  a  fubterraneous  Church.  What  deeds  are  thofe 
which  fliun  the  light !  Why  thofe  Holy  Patriarchs  have  fuch'a  de- 
fire  for  burying  themfelves,  and  working  like  moles  under  ground, 
they  themfelves  beft  know,  and  I  think  it  is  not  difficult  for  others 
to  conje&ure. 

This  Cathedral,  however,  is  well  worth  attention,  on  account 
of  fbme  capital  pidtures  it  contains.  The  marble  of  the^Chmth 
is  remarkably  fine,  and  the  altar-piece  fplendid  beyond  all  pofii- 
ble  defcription  -,  and,  indeed,  in  all  the  others,  there  are  paintings, 
eminent  for  their  own  excellence,  and  for  the  celebrity  of  the 
matters  who  painted  them. 
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In  the  Monaftery  of  St,  Pierre,  there  is  a  grand  library,  filled 
with  books  in  all  languages ;  but  it  is  chiefly  remarkable  for  the 
fupcrlative  beauty  of  its  ceiling,  one  half  of  which  was  painted  by 
Rubens. 

Thus  you  may  perceive,  my  dear  Frederick,  the  charity  of 
the  Clergy  ! — how,  in  pure  pity  for  the  fins  of  Mankind,  and  in 
paternal  care  of  their  fouls,  they  exadfc  from  the  Laity  fome  atone- 
ment  for  their  crimes,  and  conftrain  them  at  leaft  to  repent — and* 
with  unparalleled  magnanimity,  take  upon  thcmfelves  the  vices* 
the  gluttony,  the  avarice,  and  the  fenfuality,  of  which  they  are 
fo  careful  to  purge  their  fellow-creatures ! ' 


LETTER    IX. 


Having  given  you  a  general  outline  of  the  city  of 
Ghent,  I  fhall  now  proceed  to  give  you  an  account  of  one  of  the 
moft  excellent,  and  certainly  the  moft  interefting,  of  all  the  cu- 
riofities  in  that  place.  It  is  indeed  of  a  fort  fo  immediately  cor- 
refpondent.  to  the  moft  exalted  fenfations  of  humanity,  and  fo 
perfectly  in  unifon  with  the  moft  exquifitely  fenfible  chords  of  the 
feeling  heart,  that  I  refolved  to  rcfcue  it  from  the  common  lumber 
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of  the  place,  and  give  it  to  you  in  a  fisfh  Letter,  when  the  ideas 
excited  by  my  former  might  have  faded  away,  and  left  your  mind 
more  clear  for  the  reception  of  fuch  refined  impreffions. 

On  one  of  the  many  bridges  in  Ghent  ftand  two  large  brazen 
images  of  a  lather  and  fon,  who  obtained  this  diftinguifhed  mark 
of  the  admiration  of  their  fellow-citizens  by  the  following  in- 
cidents : 

Both  the  father  and  the  fon  were,  for  fome  offence  againft 
the  State,  condemned  to  die.  Some  favourable  circumftances 
appearing  on  {he  fide  of  the  fon,  he  was  granted  a  remiflion  of  his 
fhare  of  the  fentence,  upon  certain  provisions — in  fhort,  he  was 
offered  a  pardon,  on  the  moft  cruel  and  barbarous  condition  that 
ever  entered  into  the  mind  of  even  Monkifh  barbarity,  namely, 
that  he  would  become  the  executioner  of  his  father  !  He  at  firft 
refolutely  refufed  to  preferve  his  life  by  means  fo  fatal  and  deteft- 
able  :  This  is  not  to  be  wondered  at ;  for  I  hope,  for  the  honour 
of  our  nature,  that  there  are  but  few,  very  few  fons,  who  would 
,  not  have  fpurned,  with  abhorrence,  life  fuftained  on  conditions  fo 
horrid,  fo  unnatural.  The  fon,  though  long  inflexible,  was  at 
length  overcome  by  the  tears  and  entreaties  of  a  fond  father,  who 
reprefented  to  him,  that,  at  all  events,  his  (the  father's)  life  was 
forfeited,  and  that  it  would  be  the  greatcft  poffible  confolation  to 
him,  at  his  laft  moments,  to  think,  that  in  his  death  he  was  the 
inftrurnent  of  his  fon's  prefervation.  The  youth  confented  to  adopt 
the  horrible  means  of  recovering  his  life  and  liberty :  he  lifted  the 
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axe;  but,  as  it  was  about  to  fell,  his  arm  funk  nervelefs,  and  the 
axe  dropped  from  his  hand !  Had  he  as  many  lives  as  hairs,  he 
would  have  yielded  them  .all,  one  after  the  other,  rather  than 
again  even  conceive,  much  lefs  perpetrate,  fuch  an  a<ft.  Life,: 
liberty,  every  thing,  vanifhed  before  the  dearer  interefts  of  filial 
affe&ipn:  he  fell  upon  his  father's  neck,  and,  embracing  him, 
triumphantly  exclaimed,  "  My  father,  my  father  !  we  will  die  to- 
gether !"  and  then  called  for  another  executioner  to  fulfil  the. 
fentence  of  the  law. 

Hard  muft  be  their  hearts  indeed,  bereft  of  every  fentiment  of 
virtue,  every  fenfation  of  humanity,  who  could  ftafld  infenfible  ■ 
fpe&ators  of  fuch  afcene — A  fudden  peal  of  involuntary  applaufes,. 
mixed  with  groans  and  fighs,  rent  the  air.     The  execution  was 
fufpended;  and  on  a  fimple  reprefentation  of  the  tranfa&ion,  both 
were  pardoned :  high  rewards   and  honours  were  conferred  on  . 
the  fon;  and  finally,  thofe  two  admirable  brazen  images  were 
raifed,  to  commemorate  a  tranfadion  fo  honourable  to  human 
nature,  and  tranfmit  it  for  the  inftru&ion  and  emulation  of  pofte- 
rity.     The  ftatue  reprefents  the  fon  in  the  very  aft  of  letting 
fall  the  axe. 

Lay  this  to   your  mind,  my  dear  Frederick:   talk  over  : 
it  to  your  brother ;  indulge  all  the  clxarming  fympathetic  fenfa- 
tions  it  communicates:  never  let  a  miftaken  fhame,  or  a  falfeidea 
(which  fome  endeavour  to  imprefe)  that  it  is  unmanly  to  melt , 
at  the  tale  of  woe,  and  fympathize  with,  our  feUow^creatures, 
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ftop  the  current  of  your  fenfibility — no !  Be  affured,  that,  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  the  true  criterion  of  manhood  and  valaur  to  feel; 
and  that  the  more  fympathetic  and  fenfible  the  heart  is,  the 
more  nearly  it  is  allied  to  the  Divinity. 

I  am  now  on  the  point  of  conducting  you  out  of  Auftrian  Flan- 
ders— One  town  only,  and  that  comparatively  a  finall  one,  lying 
between  Us  and  Brabant:  the  name  of  this  town  is  Aloft,  or,  as 
the  Flemings  fpell  it,  Aelft. 

From  Ghent  to  Bruflels  (the  next  great  ftage  in  my  way)* 
I  found,  to  my  regret,  that  there  was  no  conveyance  by  water : 
I  therefore  was  obliged  to  go  in  a  voiture,  and  ftopt  at  Aloft,  as  an 
intermediate  ftage ;  and  mathematically  intermediate  it  is — for  it 
lies  at  equal  diftance  from  Ghent  and  Bruflels,  being  exactly  fifteen 
miles  from  each. 

This  is  a  fmall,  but  exceeding  neat  town,  fituated  on  the  river 
Dehder  $  and  being  a  remarkably  great  thoroughfare,  accommoda- 
tions of  every  kind  are  tolerably  good  in  it.  It  would  be  idle  to 
fuppofe,  that  Catholic  zeal  had  left  fo  many  fouls  unprotected  and 
undifciplined,  where  there  were  fo  many  bodies  capable  of  drudgery 
to  pay  for  it.  In  truth,  there  has  been  as  ample  provifion  m^de 
for  the  tQwn  of  Aloft  in  the  way  of  facerdotal  bufinefs,  as  for 
any  other  town  in  the  Netherlands — regard  being  had  to  its 
bulk;  for  there  were  feveral  Convents  of  Friars,  andofcourfe 
feveral  of  Nuns :  befides,  there  was  a  Jefuit's  College  of  fome 
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note.    How  they  all  fare  by  this  time,  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  de- 
termine. 

The  Church  of  Saint  Martin  could  boaft  of  fome  excellent 
pi&ures,  particularly  a  moft  capital  piece,  •"  La  Pejle,"  by 
Rubens. 

In  a  Convent  inhabited  by  a  fet  of  Monks,  denominated  Gu- 
lielmite,  I  faw  the  tomb  of  Thierry  Martin,  who  firft 
brought  the  art  of  Printing  from  Germany  to  that  place.  His 
name  and  fame  are  tranfmitted  to  us  by  an  epitaph  upon  his  tomb, 
written  by  his  friend,  the  ingenious  Erasmus. 

This  tomb  of  Thierry  Martin  (lands  a  monument,  not 
only  of  his  merit,  but  of  the  (hort-fightednefs  and  folly  even  of 
Monks.  Alas,  filly  men !  they  little  knew,  that  when  they  granted 
Thierry  Martin  the  honours  of  the  Convent,  they  were  har- 
bouring, in  their  hallowed  ground,  one  of  their  greateft  enemies, 
and  commemorating  the  man  who  was  contributing  to  the  over- 
throw of  their  facred  Order:  for  the  art  of  Printing,  wherever  it 
reached,  illuminated  the  human  mind,  and  firft  kindled  up  that 
light,  before  which  Prieftcraft,  and  all  its  pious  impoftures,  like 
evil  fpedfcres,  have  vanifhed.  To  the  art  of  Printing  is  human  fo- 
ciety  indebted  for  many  of  the  advantages  which  it  poflefles  be- 
yond the  brute  or  favage  tribes — for  the  perfection  of  arts,  the 
extenlion  of  fcience,  the  general  enlargement  of  the  mind,  and, 
above  all,  for  the  emancipation  of  perfon  and  property  from  the 
fhackles  of  defpotifm,  and  of  the  human  intelled  from  the  fet- 
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j&Prtf  cWmiJoeig  jftnd  Jgoonwwe  «ith  wilidhiiaGaritotel  fraud  had 
chained  it  for  centuries  to  the  earth. 

The  territory  <tf  ^hiJ  jQrty  vis  qf  ;prfcity  JaEge  extent, and  is.  called 
fUCo\^\ty,  hawing,  in  ^Ebciecetrtiaie^chad  Counts  of  its  ow&i;  and 
the  whole  of  it  is  extremely  fruitful  in  pafture,  corn,  hopviflax* 
4pd  ftgft  o^hv  jprpdtu&iQtos  .of  thofe  dimes. 

I.&ptyde  -hujt^^yery  <bp*t  fl»y  at JUdft^  ,wh«a  I  proceeded  on  to 
JBruffels  i  ancj>  having  -t&us  broiught  you  through  that  part  of  the 
£Iethe4ai}ds  called  Auftrian  -Flwidws*  I  think  J  ought  to  .give  you 
a  general  account  of  the  Country  *£  large*  as  I  have  hitherto 
confined  myfelf  sgerely  to  tfce  cities  m&  towns  of  it;  but  as  this 
Letter  is  already  of  a  length  that  will  not  allow  of  any  great  addi- 
tion* I  ihall  poftpone  my  intended  defcription  to  my  next. 


LETTER    X. 


VV  ere  Mankind  to  be  guided  by  moderation*  reafonr 
andjuftice — were  there  no  luft  for  territory  in  particular  States — 
no  ambition  or  defire  in  Kings  for  an  undue  enlargement  of  their 
power — no  unjuftifiable  infradions  attempted  by  one  State  or  Po- 
tentate upon  the  peace  and  pofleffion  of  another—no  Armies  to 
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cany  defection  and  plunder  through  the  world,  nor  Church* 
ihcn  more  mild,  hut  not  more  moderate,  to  drain  them  wi& 
their  ftibtle  deceptions— -were  the  husbandman,  the  iifhermaii, 
the  manufacturer,  and  the  labourer,  permitted  to  make,  by  their 
induftry,  the  beft  ufe  ©f  the  foil  on  which  chance  or  nature  had 
planted  them,  and  to  lift  the  fruits  of  their  labour  to  their  oWn 
.  lips — na  pfeople  were  more  happy  than  the  inhabitants  of  Au- 
ftrian  Flanders. 

.  This  Country  is  bounded,  to  the  North,  by  the  Scheldt-  to  the 
North- weft>  by  the  Northern  Sea ;  to  the  South,  and  South-weft* 
by  Artofe,ohe  of  the  fineft  Provinces  of  France ;  and  to  the  Eaflv 
by  Brabant.  Its  greateft  length  is  feventy-five  miles ;  and  its 
greateft  breadth,  fifty-five.  The  air  is  good;  but  it  is  faid  to  be 
better  in  proportion  as  it  recedes  from  the  fea.  The  Winters  are 
fometimes  long  and  fevere,  and  the  Summers  fometimes  wet  and 
fultry  \  yet,  in  general,  the  climate  is  agreeable.  The  foil  is  in 
mod  parts  fertile,  and  in  fome  to  a  degree  equal  to  that  of  any  part 
of  Europe.  It  is  chiefly  famous  for  its  paftjirage ;.  in  confequence 
of  which,,  great  numbers  of  black  cattle,  horfes  and  fheep,  are. 
bred  in  it,  and  immenfe  quantities  of  butter  and  cheefe  made 
It  is,  befides,  abundantly  procju&ive  of  all  forts  of  culinary  vege- 
tables— fruit  in  great  quantities — corn  and  flax,,  which  laft  is 
not  only  raifed  in  great  plenty,  but  is  celebrated  for  the  finenefs 
andftrength  of  its  ftaple.  It  is  true,  that  in  fome  parts  they  have 
not  corn  fufficient  for  the  inhabitants ;  but  this  is  well  recompenfed 
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by  other  productions,  with  the  redundance  of  which  they  purchafe 
the  fuperfluous  grain  of  their  neighbours — for,  where  the  inha- 
bitants do  follow  tillage,  the  produce  is  unequalled,  and  the  fuper- 
fluity  muft  of  cpurfe  be  great* 

The  fuperior  fecundity  of  the  flieep  of  this  Country  is  very 
remarkable,  and  difficult,  perhaps,  to  be  accounted  for — a  ewe 
here  bringing  forth  conftantly  three  lambs  at  a  birth,  fometimes 
four,  fometimes  five,  and  fome  have  been  known  to  produce  as 
many  as  fix  and  feven — no  fmall  inftance  of  the  prodigality  of 
Nature  in  providing  for  this  fpot. 

At  fome  diftance  from  the  fea-coaft,  the  face  of  the  Country 
is  decorated  with  a  profufion  of  wood,  fitted  either  for  timber  or 
for  fuel  i  and  towards  the  coaft,  where  Nature  has  been  rather 
niggard  of  that  blefiing,  the  inhabitants  fubftitute,  in  its  Head,  for 
fuel,  a  kind  of  turf,  which  they  find  at  the  depth  of  four  or  five 
feet  from  the  furface  of  the  earth,  and  which  makes  a  fire,  not 
only  cheerful,  pleafant  and  hot,  but  remarkably  wholefome,  being 
iree  from  the  definitive  fulphureous  and  bituminous  vapour  at- 
tendant upon  coal. 

Perhaps  no  part  of  the  world  is  better  fupplied  than  this  Pro- 
vince with  all  forts  of  fifh,  as  well  thofe  of  fea  as  frefli  water  : 
fowl  and  venifon  were  extremely  plenty  and  reafonable ;  and  a  great 
deal  of  excellent  beer  was  brewed  in  it.  It  is  waflied  by  feveral 
rivers,  four  of  which  are  noble  ftreams,  namely,  the  Scheldt,  the 
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Lys,  the  Scarpe,  and  the  Dender ;  and  there  are  feveral  canals, 
the  chief  of  which  is  that  between  Bruges  and  Ghent. 

Thus,  in  whatever  way  it  be  confidered,  Nature  fcems  to  have 
made  ample  provifion  for  the  happinefs  of  the  People  :  how  far 
they  are  fo,  you  fhall  hear  when  I  come  to  give  a  general  view  of 
the  Netherlands — that  which  is 'applicable  to  Auftrian  Flanders 
being  equally  fo  to  all  the  other  parts  of  the  Netherlands,  except- 
ing thofe  under  the  dominion  of  the  Republic  of  the  United  States., 

The  States  of  this  Country,  according  to  the  Conftitution  it 
once  poffefled,  confifts  of  the  Clergy,  the  Nobility,  and  the  Com- 
moners. The  Clergy  were  the  Bifhops  and  Abbots  :  the  Nobility 
was  compofed  of  certain  families  holding  hereditary  Offices  or  Ba- 
ronies, to  which  that  privilege  was  annexed ;  and  the  Commoners 
were  made  up  of  the  Burgomafters,  Penfioners  and  Deputies  of  the 
Cities  arid  Diftridts.  But  the  only  religion  profefled  or  tolerated 
in  this  Country,  was  the  Roman  Catholic. 

Of  the  People  of  Auftrian  Flanders,  a  celebrated  Author  gives 
the  following  account,  which  I  tranfcribe  for  your  ufe,  the  rather 
as  my  ftay  there  was  too  fhort  to  enable  me  to  make  any  material 
obfervations  on  them,  or  their  manners. — 

"  With  refpe<a  to  the  perfons  and  chara&ers  of  the  inhabitants," 
fays  he,  "  they  are,  generally  fpeaking,  lufty,  fat,. and  clumfy — 
"  very  induftrious,  Jxrth  in  cultivating  their  lands,  and  in,  their 
"  trades  and  manufactures — lovers  of  Liberty,  and  enemies  to 
"  Slavery — and  not  defe&ive  in  good  fenfe  or  judgment,  though 

"  they 


"  they  have  not.  fo  liycly:  an  imagination » asrfome  other  Nations^ 
"  Their  women  are  fail-,  handfome  enough,  and  honeft  by  their 
"  natural  conftitution,  as  well. as  from. a  principle  of  virtue:  as 
*'  they  cannot  pretend  to  wit  and  repartee,  they  do  not  make. 
"  themfelves  ridiculous  by  the  naufeous  affectation  of  them.  Both 
44  fexes  are  great  Joy  ers  of  public  diverfions ;  and  every  city,  town, 
"  and  village,  have  their  kermiffes,  or  fairs,  in  which  all  forts  of 
*'  fhews  are  exhibited." 

Many  arts  which  now  enrich  other  Nations,  and  the  import- 
ance of  which  has  excited  contefts  and  ftruggles  of  the  moft  ferious 
kind  in  the  political  world,  were  invented  or  improved  in  that 
Country.  Weaving,  in  general,  though  not  invented,  was  greatly 
improved  ;  and  the  art  of  forming  figures  of  all  forts  in  linen  was. 
firft  invented  there.  To  the  Flemings  we  are  alfo  indebted  for 
the  arts  of  curing  herrings,  dying  cloths  and  fluffs,  and  oil-colours. 
But  thofe  arts,  and  the  manufactures,  have  gradually  Aid  away 
from  them,  and  left  but  a  fmall  fhare  behind,  when  compared  with 
their  former  flourifhing  flate  :  they  have  flown  to  a  Land  of  Li- 
berty and  Security,  where,  hoflile  feet  never  tread,  where  Slavery  . 
corrupteth  not,  where  War  devoureth  not,  nor  Priefts  nor  Defpots 
break  in  and  ileal.  Neverthelefs,  filk,  cotton  and  woollen  fluffs, 
brocades,  camblets,  tapeftry,  linen,  and  lace,  are  ftill  manufactured 
here  to  fome  fmall  extent. 

This  Province  had  Counts  of  its  own,  from  the  ninth  century 
up  to  the  year  1 369,  when  it  was  made  over,  by  marriage  (like  a 
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a  farm  of  cattle)  to  the  Dukes  of  Burgundy;  and  afterwards,  again* 
was  by  them  made  over,  in  like  way  of  marriage,  to  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria.  In  1667,  France  feized  the  Southern  part;  and  the 
States  General  obtained  ths  Northern,  partly  by  the  Treaty  of 
Munfter,  and  partly  by  the  Barrier  Treaty  of  171 5* 

To  reckon  upon  the  natural  endowments  of  this  Country,  one 
would  fuppofe  that  it  (hould  be  a  terreftrial  paradife :  yet  fuch  is 
the  wickednefe  of  Man*  and  the  outrageous  fpirit  6f  Power,  that 
k  is  almoft  the  kft  Country  in  Europe  in  which  I  would  have  pro- 
perty, and  fix  a  permanent  residence.  Juft  now,  white  1  am  writ- 
ing, I  have  before  me  an  account,  that  the  French,  to  whom  thef 
opened  their  gates,  have  plundered  them  to  the  laft'atom  of  thciff 
moveable  pofleffions ;  and  that  the  property  of  the  unfortunate 
people  is  now  ki  waggons,  on  its  way  to  Paris. 

Once  more,  my  boy,  I  fay,  blefc  your  God,  that  planted  yotfc 
in  a  Country  cheered  by  the  voice  of  Freedom,  defended  by  Britilk 
Valour,  and,  what  k  of  more  confequence,  furrbunded  by  the: 
Ocean.  '     '- 
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Having  concluded  you  through  that  part  of  the  Ne- 
therlands called  Auftrian  Flanders,  we  are  now  to  dired:  our  at- 
tention to  that  called  Auftrian  Brabant,  of  which  part,  as  well  as 
of  the  Netherlands  in  general,  Bruflels,  where  I  arrived  the  fame 
day  I  left  Ghent,  is  the  capital,  giving  its  name  to  a  quarter  or 
territory  that  furrounds  it.  * 

In  all  parts  of  the  Netherlands  through  which  I  travelled,  I 
could  not  help  admiring  the  uniform  decorations  of  the  roads, 
rivers  and  canals,  with  rows  of  lofty  trees,  which  form  a  moil 
agreeable  lhade  from  the  Summer's  burning  fun,  and  yet  do  not 
obftrudfc  any  great  extent  of  profpeft,  the  Country  is  fo  extremely 
flat.  And  one  thing  I  remarked,  and  which  certainly  feems  at 
firft  view  extraordinary,  is,  that  in  the  great  extent  of  Country 
through  which  we  have  hitherto  pafled,  from  Oftend  to  Bruflels, 
being  fixty-eight  miles,  I  fcarce  faw  one  Nobleman  or  Gentleman's 
feat— -nothing  above  the  houfe  of  a  huibandman,  a  curate,  or 
fome  perfon  of  fmall  fortune  :  and  yet  the  Country  is  extremely 
rich ;   and  I  faw  many  fppts,  as  I  went  along,  charming  beyond 
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description^  and  fuch  as  would  tempt,  I  fhould  think,  a  man  of 
tafte  and  opulence  to  fettle  in  them.  This  muft  appear  tinac- 
countable  to  thofe  who  do.  not  recoiled,  that  in  a  Country  fubjeft 
like  this  to  the  ravaging  incurfions  of  contending  armies,  fortified 
towns  are  confidered  as  the  moft  pleafing,  becaufe^he  moft  fecurc 
retreats  of  opulence-    . 

As  I  approached  the  city  of  BrufTels,  I  was  ftrack  with,  a 
mixed  fenfatian  of  fiirprife  and  delight  at  the.  appearance  it  made 
-—none  that  I  had  ever  feen  being  comparable:  to  it,  and  not  one 
in.  Europe,  by  the  account  of  travellers,  being  in  that  refpe&  fu~ 
perior  to  it,  Naples  and  Genoa  only  excepted:  like  them,  however,, 
it,  when  entered,  falls  far  fhort  of  the  expectation  raifed  by  its 
txternal  appearance,  being  all.  compofed  of  hills  and  hollows, 
which,  not  only  fatigue,  but  render  the  appearance  of  the  ftreets* 
though  well  built,  contemptible  and  mean. 

Bruflels  ftands  on  the  beautiful  little  river  Senne,  on  the  brow 
of  a  hill..  The  city  is  about  feven  miles  in  circumference^  has 
feven  gates,  with  extenfive  fuburbs,  and  is  encompafled  with.  a. 
double  wall  made  of  brick,  and  ditches  *  but  its  fize  is  too  great 
for  ftrength,  as  a  face  of  defence  of  fuch  extent  could  not  poflibly 
hold  out  a  long  fiege — a  great  and  infuperable  defeat  in  fuch. a. 
country  as  I  have  defcribed.. 

Great  as  is  the  extent  of  ground,  on  which  this  city  ftands,  it 
is  neverthelefs  very  well  built,  and  extremely  populous.  It  is 
ornamented  with  no  fewer  than  feven  fquares,  all  of  them  remark- 
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•*bly  fine*  particularly  Hhc  great  fqta&nr  or  markdt-fiace,  which  & 
reckoned  to  bcjwribaps  tfie  fii»&  in  Europe*  Aroondit  are  the  h&lte 
$jf  t'fae  different  trades,  the  fronts  of  which  are  adorned,  in  a  fitperb 
manner,  .wida  cmiMeisaatkal  ffculpture,  with-  gilding,  and  a  variety 
of  Latin  bifcriptions*.  One  quarter  of  this  fquare  is  entirely  occu- 
pied by  the  town-houfes,  a  noble  pile  of  building,  h,  which  there 
vote  apahmfote  where  <he  Stites  of  Brabant!  met,  finely  adtoned 
with:  tapeftry  m  git  frames^  and  forne  adnmabie  original  pakit- 
mgs.  Ai  the  time  I  was  there,  the  wfcolc  city  was  at  motion  ,- 
pmpa*kigi.fotf  tfhe  Inauguration  of  th&  Emfero^^  who  was  tEea 
impatiently  expe&edj  artd  whofe  approach,  itaade  fiich  a  bu&le,  ami 
promiiferi  fochr  a.  fpe&acfey  as  made  me  itegret  the  neceflky  I  lay 
under  of  proceeding,  ort  itty  joorntfy.  The  town-houfe  was  put 
into,  tike  higfiteft  order,  and  fabfofuently  fella  faeriiice  to  the*  great 
and  important  event  fo*  which  it  was:  prepared. 

The:  flaepfe  of  thss^  building  ie  06  a  itaoft  fktpendoufr  height — 
tkree  hundred  and  fixty-four  feet ;  and  on  the  top'  of  it  is  erfe&ed 
aftatuc  of  Saint  MrcmAj&x  killing,  die  Dragon*  ofthq  enormous 
height  of  fevcrtteen-  feet:  this1  Coloffal  ftatue  i&  fo  rorfftru&ed  as 
to  fcrve  for  a  weatber*cock ;  and-  b»ii»g  made  of  copper,  weft 
gik>  is  at  once  conspicuous,  magnifi<5ent,  andorttameiital. . 

The  public  buildings  of  Bruflels,  part&ufeffly  thd  Pakces  and> 
€ourts  of  the  feveral  Princes,  Gounts,  and.  other  pfer&nsof  diffinc- 
tion,  (antl^  you:  may  be  fore,  tfae  Churches  and  Gloiftdre  too),  are 
ipacious,  expensive,,  and  magnificent.     Behind  tholmpdrkt  Palace y 
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Which  flood  in  the  higheft  part  of  the  city,  but  was  burnt  down 
many  years  ago,  is  a  park,  well  ftocked  with  deer,  and  planted 
With  trees,  like  St.  James's-park  at  London,  for  the  inhabitants  to 
Walk  in.  At  the  farther  end  of  it  is  a  fine  pleafure-houfe,  built 
by  thd  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth,  after  his  abdication. 

The  Palac6  is  a  magnificent  fttu&ure:  the  rooiiis  of  it  are 
fiftifhed  m  *  ftyl6  fer  fuperiof  to*  thofe  of  any  Palace  in  England, 
dnd  enriched  with  many  fifttf  paintihgs :  that  of  the  Family  of 
Hie*  OK,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  lays  claim  to  the  fifft  farik  of 
eminence.  Of  the  other  buildings  (the  grandeur  of  which  eft- 
tfefe  them  to  die  names  of  Palaces),  thofe  of  the  Prince  de  la 
Tour  and  Taxis,  aftd  thtf  firhifh  £art  of  Aylefbtfry,  dfe  diftirt- 
gttiAed  by  giresrf  beatrty  and  magnificence.  itfd6ed,  in  all  the 
Patfecfcs,  thttfe  are  collections  of  original  painting*,  by  the  moft 
eminent  matters,  both  Italian  afld  Fleinifh. 

The  Royal  Library  of  BrufTels  claims  par t icular  af terition,  for 
the  magnitude  andtfberatity  of  its  eftablifhirient,  containing  a!  grand 
collection  of  the  rhoft  excellent  books  in  all  languages,  and  being 
open  all  the  year  on  Tuefdays,  Thurfdays,  arid  Saturdays,  to  pub- 
lic aecefs. 

The-  Arietta!  of  Brufie'ls  is  extremely  'well  Worth  going  to  fee, 
oft  adeotmrt  6f  the  very  ctifions  antique  aVrriS  it  cdntiins — of  frhicn 
'#  &,•  at-'  this'  dHfcmte  of  time,  impoflible  for  me'  to  give  yotr  any 
aceottrrf  *r6rtH  attention.  The  anttour  of  the  Emperor  CirARiEs' 
theRffft,  togdrfaJr  vtfth  the  ftfrniture  of  his  horfe',  and  ftafe  fVord, 
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are.fhewn:  I  could  fee  nothing  either  novel  or,  interesting  in  them 
-»«a  ftrong  mark,  I  prefume,  of  my  want  of  tafte ;  but  I  confefs 
my  organs  are  not  fo  refined  as  to  feel  any  extraordinary  emotions 
at  the  fight  of  a  heap  of  inert  matter,  merely  becaufe  it  once  en- 
veloped the  carcafe  of  a  Tyrant :  neither  were  they  fo  very  coarfe 
or  dull  as  not  to  undergo  very  pointed  fenfations  at  the  fight  of  the 
armour  of  Montezuma,  the  injured  Emperor  of  Mexico,,  the. 
vidtim  of  avarice  and  rapine,  under  their  ufual  mafk,  religion.  Why 
Montezuma's  armour  fhould  make  apart  of  the  trophies  of  a- 
Popifh  State,  and  be  triumphantly  exhibited,  is  hard  to  account 
for  in  human  folly :  why  that  fhould  be  exhibited  which  is  a  ftaia 
of  the  deepeft-damned  black,  in  their  black  code  of  faith,  is  afto- 
nifhing*  unlefs  we  allow  the  truth  of  the  old  faying,  "  Quos  Deu& 
vult  perdere,  prius  dementat ;"  and  that,  after  having  violated 
every*  principle  of  virtue,  morality,  and  human  feeling — after 
having  furpaffed  in  cruelty  all  that  we  know  of  the  worfl  mon- 
gers of  the  earth,'  or  of  the  deep,  the  fell  hyena,  or  the.  ravening, 
{hark — after  having  fuccefsfully  emulated  the.  worft  efforts  of  the 
tnoft  malignant  fpirits  that  are  faid  to  hold  counfel  for  the  ruin  of 
Mankind  in  Hell — they  were  defirous  to  tranfmit  the  fpoils.  of 
their  ravages  to  pofterity,  to  tell,  them  what  glorious  things  have 
been  achieved  in  days  of  yore^.  for  the  love,  of  CjrRiST~-tp  de- 
monftrate.  what  benefits  are  to  be.  derived  from  a  religion  which, 
has,  for  fo  many  hundred  years,  given  fan&ion  to  every  enormity 
that  {hikes  the  foul  of  Man  with  horror,  and. thereby  to  make. 
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converts  to  their  principles.  Monfters !  fools !  Away  with  your 
idle  cants,  ye  hypocrites,  who  would  brand  the  cruelties  of  the 
prefent  days,  the  maflacres  of  the  Jacobins,  with  the  crime  of 
infidelity,  and  attribute  thofe  much  lamented  defe&ions  from  hu- 
manity to  a  falling  off  from  the  Chriftian  Faith.  Look  to  Mexico  I 
— fee  a  monfter,  a  HighPrieft  of  your  religion,  collecting,  by  fair 
promifes  and  fweet  perfuafion,  a  people  round  him ;  and,  when  a 
plain  was  filled,  commanding  his  bloodhounds,  armed  with  fword 
and  crucifix,  to  fall  upon  and  murder  them — becaufe  one  poor 
creature,  who  knew  not  what  a  book  meant,  had  accidentally 
dropped  a  bible  from  his  hands ! — fee  him  not  fparing  age  or  fex, 
but  butchering  all,  for  the  love  of  Christ  ! — When  have  the 
deluded  and  erifrerizied  mob  of  France  perpetrated,  in  the  full 
torrent  of  popular  frenzy,  fuch  atrocities  as  this  cruel  Prieft  com- 
mitted in  cold  blood  ?  when  have  they  hunted  down  their  fellow- 
creatures,  maffacred  children,  and  given  their  yet  panting  mem- 
bers to  their  dogs  for  food,  as  pious  Christians,  headed  by  a  pious 
Prieft,  have  done  in  Mexico?  Never !  never ! —Learn  wifdom,  then, 
ye  hypocrites  !  and  if  you  cannot  convince  ypur  enemies  by  rea- 
fon,«#r  conquer  them  by  force,  and  if  their  predatory  and  wicked 
progrefs  is  not  to  be  flopped,  do  not  fan&ify  their  enormities,  or 

palliate  their  crimes,  in  the  eye  of  rcafon,  by  a  comparifon  with 
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thofe  of  a  deeper  dye :  remember,  that  u  not  to  be  the  worft  ftands 
in  fpme  rank  of  praife,"  and  that  the  Jacobin  cruelties  of  Paris, 
horrible  though  they  were,  were  pity  and  tender  mercy,  compared 

with 


Yri$  4lw  Cfcriftian:  fetfchery  in  Mexico,  in  Eqropc*  in  Afia,  in 
$v?ry  p&c?  fl&sre  Bopsry  evet  firt  its  Woody  hoof.       . 

YOU  a?e  npt,  from  whit  I  fry;  to  infer  that  I  Refrain  any 
iliifcerftl  *niB3Pfity  «>  Popery*  36  many  men,  andiiawre  wQipnn,  do, 
merely  feecnttfe  its  articles  of  Faith  differ  froj^  thoffe  in  which  I 
was  bre4 ;  I  truft  my  he *u*  and  underftand&g  are  above  fuch  very 
degrading  prejudices :  but  I  abhor  every  thing  that  militates  againft 
human  happinefs— every  thing  that  crushes  the  operations  of  in-, 
telleft— • -every  thing  that  (tops  the  current  of  opinion,  and  pre- 
vents its  courfe  from  enlarging  and  meliorating  our  condition :  I 
?bhor  the  impertinent  and  hypocritical  intruiion  of  all  Churchmen 
upon  national  or  domeftic  concerns;  the  more,  when  that  in- 
trufion  is  miibhievous ;  and  more  ftill,  when  it  affumes  the  mafk 
of  piety — for  that  is  at  once  a  fraud  upon  Man  and  an  abufe  of 
God.  All  thofe  caufes  of  abhorrence  attach,  more  or  lefs,  to  all 
feds  of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  the  Quakers  only  excepted — but 
to  Popery  rather  more  than  to  any  of  the  others ;  for  it  is  obferved, 
that  while  the  very  firfi  principles  of  Christianity,  as  originally 
laid  down  in  theory,  are  peace  and  good-will  towards  men,,  war- 
fere,  perfecution  and  bloodshed,  have  practically  marked  its  foot- 
fteps  wherever  it  has  trod,  and  its  very  eifence  been  perverted  by 
its  own  Minifters,  who,  entrufted  with  the  key  of  the  Temple, 
fteal  the  veftments  from  the  altar,  to  cover  the  deformed,  crooked 
back  of  vice.  .  But  the  rays  of  dawning  reafon  now  break  with 
fuller  light  upon  Mankind j  and  it  haftens  to  meridian  refplendence, 

before 


(    6*    ) 

before  which  thofe  phantoms  raifed  by  pious  jugglers  will  vanifh, 
and,  "  like  the  bafelefs  fabric  of  a  vifion,  leave  not  a  wreck 
behind/9 
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In  the  Arfenal  of  BrufTels  was  another  curiofity;  which 
I  overlooked  in  my  laft — a  model  of  a  cannon,  conftrudted  foas  M 
throw  feven  balls  at  ones.  It  is  fome  confolation  to  philanthropy 
to  reflect,  that  of  all  the  abominable  engines  and  inftrumeitti 
which  the  inventive  faculties  of  Man  have  difcovered  to  increafe 
the  cruelty  and  carnage  of  war,  not  one  has  been  of  late  times 
adopted.  This  model  lies  here,  therefore,  only  as  a  memorial  of 
the  diabolical  genius  of  the  inventor. 

The  Opera-houfe  of  Bruflels,  accounted  the  nobleft  and  largeft 
in  Europe,  is  built  after  the  Italian  manner,  with  rows  of  lodges  or 
clofets,  in  moft  of  which  are  chimneys.  One  of  thofe,  which  be- 
longed to  a  Prince,  whofe  title  I  now  forget,  was  hung  with  look- 
ing-glafies,  in  which,  while  he  fat  by  the  fire,  took  refrefhmenta, 
or  reclined  on  his  couch,  he  could  fee  the  whole  representation, 
without  being  expofed  to  the  view  of  either  the  adtors  or  the 
audience. 
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The  markets  of  BruiTels  are  very  remarkable.  The: Dukes  o€ 
St,  Pierre  paid  na  lefs  than  forty  thoufand  florins,,  or  upwards  of 
three  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  for  four  pi&ures  of  them,  painted 
by  Rubens  and  Synder — Lewis  the  Fourteenth  of  France, 
offered  an  immenfe  fum  of  money  for  them ;  but  they  found  their 
way  at  laft  into  the  colle&ion  of  the  Britifh  Earl  of  Orford.  The. 
value  of  them  is  faid,  by  connoifieurs,  to  be  beyond  computation. 

Bruffels  is  extremely  well  fupplied  with  water;  for,  befides 
the  river,  it  has  twenty  public  fountains,  adorned  with  ftatues„ 
at  the  corners  of  the  moil  public  ftreets;  and  the  lower  part 
of  the  city  is  cut  into  canals,  which  communicate  with  the 
$reat  one*  extending  from  BruiTels  to  the  Scheldt,  fifteen  miles  : 
by  means  of  this  canal,  which  was  finifhed  in  1561,  and  coft  the 
city,  eight  hundred  thoufand  florins,  a  perfon  may  fail  from  BruiTels 
to  the  North  Sea*  and  barques  do  actually  go  twice  a  day  to  Ant- 
werp, and  back  again. 

This  city  is  full  of  Churches,  of  which  the  moil  remarkable  is 
that  of  Saint  Michael  and  Saint  Gudula,  commonly  called  the 
Cathedral.  It  is  a  fuperb,  old  Gothic  ftrudture*  and,  from  its  cele- 
brated flotation,  a  moft  beautiful  ornament  to  the  city.  It  is  not 
only  grand  in  its  external  appearance*  but  finely  adorned  within - 
The  pillars  which  fupport  the  roof  are  lofty  and  elegant :  and 
againft  each  is  a  ftatue  of  ten  feet  in  height.  There  are  no  lefs 
than  fixteen  Chapels  in  it ;  and  each  Chapel  is  enriched  with 
abundance  of  fplendid  ornaments,  altar  finery,  candlefticks,  cru- 
cifixes, 
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cifixes,  &c.  and  with  feme  excellent  pictures  too :.  at  pifture  of 
Jesus  Christ  prefenting  the  keys  of  Paradife  to  Saint  Peter* 
which  is  reckoned  among  the  chef-d'ceuvres  of  Rubens,  hangd 
in  one  of  thofe  Chapels.  There  are  fome  monuments,  alfo,  of 
very  great  merit,  in  the  choir  of  this  Church.  But  that  which  I 
think,  by  far  the  greateft  andmoft  admirable  curioftty  (I  mean  of 
human  workmanfhip)  in  the  Church,  is  a  pulpit— one  of  the 
richeft  and  moft  exquifitely  wrought  pieces  I  have  ever  feen:  at 
the  bottom  are  feen  Adam  and  Eve  as  large  as  life,  reprefented  as 
at  the  moment  when  the  Angel  drove  them  out  of  Paradife  :  in 
both  of  their  faces  are  deeply  and  expreflively  marked  the  traits  of 
a  mind  agonifed  with  anguiih  and  remorfe :  behind  Eve  is  a  figure 
of  Death,  which  follows  them ;  and  on  the  top  of  the  pulpit  are 
feen  the  figures  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  Virgin  Mary  cradl- 
ing the  head  of  the  Serpent.  The  ftrong  expreffions  in  the  faces 
of  all  thofe  figures,  and  the  exquifite  turn  of  the  workmanfliip,  is 
the  more  remarkable,  as  it  is  all  cut  out  of  oak  wood. 

Of  fupernatural  curiofitks,  one  of  the  Chapels  in  this  Cathe- 
dral contains  fome,  that,  for  miracle,  yield  to  none  in  the  long 
catalogue  of  Monkifh  devices*  Three  hofts  or  wafers  are  daily 
worfhipped  by  the  People;  which  hofts  or  wafers,  the  Prieftc 
firmly  affert,  and  the  People  as  firmly  believe,  were,  fo  long  agp 
as  the  year  1369,  ftabbed  by  a  Jew,  and  bled  profufely.  They 
are  expofed  on  every  feftival,  in  a  chalice  richly  fet  with  dia*- 
xaondsj  and  on  the  firft  Sunday  after  every  thirteenth  of  July* 
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there  is  a  yearly  proceflion  in  memory  of  this  fobbing  and  bleed- 
ing, when  the  'hoib  are  carried  in  great  ftate  round  the  city,  em- 
bellifhed  with  all  manner  of  precious  ftones,  and  attended  by  all 
the.  Clergy,  fecukr  and  regular,  the  Magistrates,  the  Courts  of 
Juftice,.  and  even  by  the  Governor  of  the  Province ;  the  Chapel 
where  they  are  kept  is  of  marble,  and  the  altar  of  iblid  filver. 

i  Great  Go  &  I  what  an  opprobrium  to  the  human  understanding, 
that,,  at  the  time  when  the  mind  of  Man  is  fufficiently  enlightened 
to  avoid  the  weakness  of  fhameful  credulity,  a  whole  People  Should 
ftoop  to  fuch  extravagant  imposition !  what  a  Shame  to  juftice  and 
honefty,  that  thofe  who  are  trailed  to  guard  the  rights  of  a  People* 
and  who  certainly  are  too  well  informed  to  yield  their  belief  to 
foch  traih,  Should  yet  join  in,  and  give  the  weight  of  their  autho- 
rity to  fo  grofs,  fo  wicked  a  deception  on  a  Community  !  The  Ma- 
giftrates, the  Courts  of  Juftice,  and  the  Governor — they  walk*. 
too,  in  company  with  the  bald-pated  impoftors— - Good  God  !  can 
more  be  faid  ?  volumes  of  comment  could  not  elucidate  or  render 
it  more  confpicuoufly  abfufd  than  the  bare  recital  of  the  fa£t 
itCtif. 

It  i$  impoffibk  for  me  to  recount  to  you  the  number  of  Nun- 
neries, of  various  Orders,  in  which  unfortunate  women  were  cloi- 
ftered  up,  fome  from  bigotry,  and  others  by  force,  in  thi&  city- 
There  were,  however,  two  of  them  English — one  of  Dominican 
Ladies,  founded  by  Cardinal  Howard,  in  the  reign  of  Charles. 
the  Second,  of  which  a  Lady  of  the  Noble  Houfe  of  Norfolk  was 
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always  Abbefc :  the  other  is  of  Benedktine  Nuns  i  the  Beguinage 
of  the  latter  is  like  a  little  town,  furrounded  with  a  wall  and  ditch, 
and  divided  into,  pretty  little  ftreets,  where  every  Beguine  has  her 
apartment ;  the  number  of  them  amounts  in  general  to  feven  or 
eight  hundred,  fometimes  more. 

If  population  be  the  true  ftrength  of  a  Nation,  this  part  of 
Popery  is  very  impolitic.  The  fucceflion  of  women  in  this  one 
Convent  fince  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  mufl  amount  to 
many  thoufands*  Had  thofe  been  married,  and,  on  an  average* 
had  only  two  children  each,  with  the  children,  grandchildren,  and 
great-grandchildren,  down  to  the  prefent  day,  in  all  the  ramifi- 
cations of  defcent,  there  is  not  a  doubt  but  their  number  would 
equal  that  of  the  whole  people  of  fbme  extenfive  Provinces.  What, 
then,  muft  be  the  lofs  to  the  population  of  the  earth,  arifing  front 
the  celibacy  of  fo  many  millions  of  males  and  females  as  have  been 
consigned  to  fterility  in  the  Catholic  Countries,  ever  fincc  that 
extraordinary  doftrine  came  firft  into  fo&ion  ?  It  is  out  of  the  reach, 
of  calculation :  not  but,  now  and  then,  they  may  have  children—** 
indeed  they  certainly  have  ;  but  thofe  are  generally  difpofed  of  in 
a  way  not  to  bring  fliame  on*  the  frail  Sifterhood,.  or  their  Con- 
feffors. 

In  wading  through  fuck  a  torrent  of  offensive  ideas  as  the  in- 
numerable abfurdities  and  deceptions  of  Popifh  Countries  conti- 
nually raife  in  the  mind,  it  is  a  pleafing  circUmftance  to  be  relieved 
by  the  contemplation  of  fbme  really  ufefal,  humane  inftitution  * 
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and  fuch  a  one  prefenls  itfelf  now  to  my  recolle&ion :  At  Bruflels, 
^nd,  I  am  told,,  at  all  great  towns  of  the  Netherlands,  there  is  a 
public  office  for  lending  money  at  a  very  moderate  intereft  upon 
pledges:  it  is  called  the  Mount  of  Piety;  and  was  eitablifhed 
nearly  108  years  ago  by  the  Archduke  Albert,  and  Isabella, 
his  .wife.  By  this  inftitution,  the  Poor  are  faved  from  the  fleecings 
and  frauds  of  Pawnbrokers :  and,  to  render  it  Hill  more  perfect  in 
accommodation,  there  are  private  parages  for  entrance ;  fo  that 
thofe  who  would  with  to  conceal  their  neceffities,  are  exempted 
from  the  mortification  of  being  feen  publicly  going  in,  or  coming 
out. 

You  have  read,  I  prefume,  that  in  the  days  of  Heathenifin, 
the  Deities  of  that  curious  Mythology  were  fuppofed  to  rejoice 
in  the  number  Three,  The  Popifli  Code  has  fixed  upon  Seven 
as  the  lucky  number.  Thus  they  have  feven  fircraments,  feven 
deadly  fins,  &c.  &c.  Bruflels  has  improved  upon  that ;  and,  tak- 
ing the  hint  from  their  blefied  Liturgy,  has  feven  grand  ftreets ;  feven 
parHh-churches ;  feven  Patrician  families,  out  of  which  the  Ma- 
gistrates are  or  were  elected;  feven  large  fquares;  feven  mid  wives, 
licenfedand  fworn  by  the  Senate ;  and  feven  gates,  leading  to  feven 
places  of  recreation  and  exercife,  one  to  a  place  proper  for  fowl- 
ing, a  fecond  to  a  place  for  fiihing,  *a  third  to  one  for  hunting,  a 
fourth  to  pleafant  fields,  a  fifth  to  paftime  grounds,  a  fixth  to 
Xprings  and  vineyards,  and  a  feventh  to  gardens.  Befides  all  which 
fevens,   they  boaft  of  having  once  had  the  great  good  fortune 
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ef  entertaining,  at  one  time*,  feven  Crowned  Heads,  with  feven 
thoufand  horfe  belonging  to  their  retinue.  If  there  were  any  fpell 
in  the  number  Seven,  the  Pfeoplfe  of  Bruffels  furely  muft  hare  been 
fecure  from  all  mifchief;  but  the  Sam-culottes  have  broken  the 
charm,  difperfed  the  necromancers,  and  lowered  poor  number 
Seven  to  its  mere  arithmetical  value* 

The  Inns,  or  eating-houfes,  in  this  city,  were  equal  to  any  in> 
the  world :  a  ftranger  might  dine  there  better  and  cheaper  than  ia 
any  place,  perhaps,,  on  earth.  The  wines,  alfo>  were  excellent 
and  cheapi  and  coach-hire  beyond  expectation  rcafonable— And 
here  I  recoiled;  to  remark  to  you,  that,  all  the  way  from  Oftend 
to  Bruffels,  one  is  obliged  to  fit,  dine,  &c-  in  bed-chambers  j  a 
circumftance  which  is  extremely  difcordant  to'the  feelings  of  thofe 
who  have  beea  ufed  to  Britifh  Inns,  although  the  bedchambers 
are,  to  fay  the  truth,  large  and  commodious.  At  the  very  walls 
of  Bruffels  begins,  the  famous  wood  of  Sogne,  from  which  the 
inhabitants  were  allowed  to  cut  wood  for  fuel :  as  faft  as  the  trees 
were  cut  down,  frefh  ones  were  planted  in  their  ftead ;  by  which 
means  the  wood  was  preferred*  and  it  afforded  a  continual  fupply 
to  the  Poor. 

Bruflels  is  fo  very  remarkable  a  place,  that  I  have  taken  more 
than,  my  ufual  icope  of  defcription  of  it.  Juft  as  I  had  finifhed  it, 
I  read  a  paragraph  in  the  public  papers,  ftating  that  it  is  likely  to 
be  annexed  to  the  territories  of  the  French  Republic*. 
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Hitherto,  as  I  have  proceeded  on  my  travels,  I 
have  been  purpofely  very  particular  in  my  dfefcriptions  of  the 
towns  through  which  I  pafied  on  my  way  to  India,  in  order  to  give 
your  mind  a  difpofition  to  inquiry,  and  point  out  to  you  an  over- 
flowing fource  of  improvement  and  delight.  Having  fo  far  fhe  wn 
you  how  amply  you  will  be  rewarded,  even  in  amufement,  by  the 
trouble  of  fearching  into  books,  for  the  accurate  topographical 
defcriptions  of  towns,  cities,  building,  &c.  &c.  I  think  I  may  fparc 
myfelf  that  labour  for  the  future,  and  confine  myfelf  to  thofe 
points  that  mere  immediately  apply  to  the  enlargement  of  the 
mind — I  mean,  the  government,  laws,  manners  and  chara&cr  of 
the  People  of  each  Country ;  and  only  ufe  the  former  as  fubfer- 
yient  to  the  latter  purpofe,  at  leaft  until  I  come  to  thofe  places 
where,  the  ground  being  but  little  trodden  by  Britifli  feet,  more 
precife  defcription  may  become  neceflary. 

But,  before  I  leave  the  Netherlands,  I  muft  make  a  few  re- 
marks upon  the  Country  and  People,  which  it  would  be  unpardon- 
able in  me  to  omit,  after  having  been  already  fo  minutely  par- 
ticular in  things  of  inferior  merit  to  the  fcope  of  my  plan. 
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Although  perfonal  appearance  be,  in  the  eye  of  Moral  Philofo- 
phy,  a  very  inferior  confideration,  and  mind  the  proper  ftudy  of 
Man;  yet,  in  defcribing  a  People,  I  cannot  think  it  altogether 
unnfcceflary  to  include  their  perfonal  appearance,  as  it  will  be 
found  that  there  exifts  a  greater  analogy,  between  the  perfon  and  the 
mind  of  Man  than  is  generally  perceived.  Thus  the  lively  hilarity, 
the  reftlefs  activity,  the  levity  and  fantaftic  character  of  the  French, 
are  ftrongly  pourtrayed  in  the  national  peribn.  In  like  manner, 
the  lufty,  fat,  clumfy  and  misfhapen  perfon  of  the  People  of  the 
Netherlands,  is  ftrongly  illuftrative  of  the  temper  and  habit  of 
their  mind,  intelle&s  and  fpirits :  induftrious  and  heavy ;  dull  of 
understanding,  but  not  defe&ive  in  judgment ;  flow  in  work—* 
but,  persevering  in  effort,  and  unerring  in  the  procefs,  they  are 
generally  fuccefsful  in  the  end:  in  war,  cold  and  backward  at 
offenfive  operations,  but  inflexible  and  terrible  in  refinance,-  like 
the  boar  of  the  foreft,  they  feek  not  the  combat  with  any,  but 
will  not  go  out  of  their  way  to  decline  it  with  the  moil  powerful : 
their  appetites  and  deflres  cooler  than  other  Nations,  but  lefs  fub- 
je&  to  change  or  caprice :  never  violently  in  love,  but  rationally 
attached  to  their  wives ;  and  both  men  gnd  women  feithful  tp  thek 
conjugal  vow,  as  well  from  natural  temperament,  as  from  A  prin- 
ciple of  virtue. 

Thus  constituted  by  Nature,  the  etik&sof  their  ind.uftry  are 
wonderful  in  every  thing,  but  chiefly  in  their  canals  and  flujices, 
which  ferve  not  only  for  the  fupport  of  their  commerce,  a#d  the 
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facility  of  intercourfe,  but  for  their  defence  againft  enemies:  this 
was  in  other  times;  but,  alas!  the  former  of  thefe  ufes,  commerce, 
has  fo  entirely  abforbed  all  their  intelled:,  and  poffefled  their  very 
fouls,  that  they  feem  almoft  entirely  negligent  of  the  latter ;  and 
from  being,  of  all  People,  the  moft  wife  and  vigilant  in  determining 
and  afcertaining  their  rights,  the  moft  zealous  aflerters  and  defen- 
ders of  their  independence,  the  moft  ardent  friends  to  Liberty,  and 
the  moft  determined  enemies  to  Slavery,  they  are  become  a  fort  of 
ftrange,  inconfiftent,  hotch-potch  politicians,  whom  ingenuity 
itfelf  would  find  a  difficulty  in  defcribing.  They  retain  fa  much 
of  their  ancient  and  noble  vigilance  ps  ferves  to  make  them  fufpi- 
cious — fo  much  of  their  independence  as  difpofes  them  to 
change — fo  much  of  their  jealoufy  as  ftimulates  them  to  refift- 
ance — but  not  one  particle  of  their  former  wifdom,  to  inftruft 
them  where  they  fhould  attach  themfelves,  where  refift,  or  where 
refolve  to  aft — nor  of  their  courage  to  carry  any  refokition  they 
might  form  into  efFedh 

In  the  year  1781,  the  Emperor  Joseph  the  Second  came  to. 
Brufiels,  in  order  to  indulge  his  paternal  feelings  as  a  Monarch 
with  the  contemplation  and  view  of  his  Subjedts,  and  alfo  to  be 
inaugurated;  and  perhaps  upon  no  octafion  that  ha&  ever  occurred 
in  the  moft  volatile  Nation,  was  there  greater  joy  more  univer- 
fally  expreffed.  For  fome  time  before  his  arrival,  the  whole 
Country  was  in  motion;  and,  even  with  them,  domeftic  induftry 
flopped  its  ufual  perfevering  pace,  fufpended  in  the  eager,  anxious 
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expectation  of  his  arrival.  Every  thing  in  the  birth,  education, 
natural  difpofition  and  perfon  of  the  young  Emperor,  united  to 
imprefs  his  SubjaSts  with  the  moft  exalted  opinion  of  his  goodnefs, 
and  to  infpire  all  ranks  of  people  with  the  moft  fortunate  prefages 
of  a  wife  and  beneficent  government.  Nor  did  he  difappoint 
them :  his  condudt,  when  among  them,  is  handed  over  to  remem- 
brance, by  a  variety  of  a&s  of  benevolence  and  condefcenfion, 
which  (hewed  that  the  grandeur  of  the  Monarch  had  not  made  him 
forget  the  nature  of  the  Man,  and  that  his  heart  was  better  fitted 
for  the  mild,  domeftic  enjoyments  of  a  Subjedt,  than  the  ftern  and 
unbending  hardihood  fit  for  a  King :  for  I  am  perfectly  of  opinion 
with  the  celebrated  Junius,  that  there  are  virtues  in  a  private 
Man  which  are  vices  in  a  King;  and  that  the  Monarch  of  a  Coun- 
try, in  order  to  preferve  refpeft,  fhould  avoid  familiarity,  and  keep 
his  perfon  facred  from  too  general  obfervation.  Shakspeare  has 
put  into  the  mouth  of  his  Henry  the  Fourth,  a  beautiful  ex- 
•  preffion  on  this  fubjedt,  well  worth  the  attention  of  Kings— 

u  Had  I  fo  lavifh  of  my  prefence  been, 

"  So  common  hackney'd  in  the  eyes  of  men, 

u  Opinion,  that  did  help  me  to  the  Crown, 

«  Had  ftill  kept  loyal  to  poffeffion, 

u  And  left  me  in  reputelefs  bani&ment, 

u  A  fellow  of  no  mark,  nor  likelihood. 

a  By  being  feldom  feen,  I  could  not  ftir, 

a  But,  like  a  comet,  I  was  wonder'd  at: 

44  That  men  would  tell  their  children,  This  is  he." 
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Of  the  nufnber  I  havt  heard,  I  will  mehtkmone  anecdote  only, 
and  one  remarkable  expreflion  of  Joseph^,  whkh  will  ferve  to 
fhew  in  its  true  light  what  his  difpofition  was;  and  when  you 
confider  them  as  the  a&  and  fentiment  of  a  young  man  imrifed  in 
tfce  lap  of  defpbtifm  and  pride,  you  cannot  but  <o(ifider  them  as 
marveHous. 

In  his  journey  to  the  Low  Countries,  he  vifited  Wfcrtzaurg; 
and,  ih  his  perambulating  alone  and  incog*  ftopped  at  a  little 
p ublk>houfe,  where  the  people  were  buflly  omployed  in  enter- 
taining thertifelvfep :,  he  went  in*  and  inquired  why  they  were  fo 
meny— "  Sir/'  faid  one  of  the  country  people,  "  we  are  cele- 
brating a  marriage,"  "  May  I  be  permitted  to  join  the  com- 
pany?" faid  the  difguifed  Emperor.  The  hotit  obtained  that  per- 
miffion  for  him.  When  he  entered  the  room,  the  married  couple 
were  prefented  to  him,  and  he  received  them  with  great  gaiety, 
fat  down,  drank  their  health,  and,  having  informed  himfelf  of  their 
fituation,  took  leave  of  the  company :  but  what  was  their  aftonifli- 
ment,  when,  on  lifting  up  a  bottle  of  wine,  they  found  a  draft 
for  fix  hundred  florins,  figned  Joseph,  and  payable,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  married  couple  ! 

At  Luxembourg,  when  the  People  called  doud  on  Heaven  to 
fliower  down  bleffings  on  him  for  his  affability,  he  made  ufe  of  this 
remarkable  expreflion,  while  his  feelings  moiftened  his  eyes :  "  I 
wifli  I  could  make  you  as  happy  in  my  care,  as  I  am  in  your  affec- 
tion!" 
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The  affability  $f  Monarch*  has  often  been  magnified  by  the 
foolifh,  and  often  blamed  by  the  wife :  But,  if  all  the  inftances  of 
omdefceniion  praftifed  by  Kings  were  like  that  I  have  recited  of 
Joseph;  if  they  arofe  from  a  (bund,  unquefHonable  fpirit  of 
philanthropy,  not  from  gaping  curiofity,  broad  folly,  or  a  puerile 
inquifttive  Urafait;  and  if,  inftead  of  conceiving  thpfe  they  vifit  paid 
for  their  intrufion  with '  die  honour  of  having  converfed  with 
Majefty,  and  leaving  them  churlifhly,  they  would  generoufly  pay 
them:  with  hard  cafh,  as  the  good  Emperor  Joseph  did;  then, 
indeed,  tfoeiir  afikbillty  might  defy  the  exaggeration  of  fools,  and 
muft  certainly  command  the  applaufe  of  tfye  wife. 

On  the  i3*h  of  July,  the  ceremony  of  Inauguration  .took 
place  at  Bruflfok.  Nothing  could  equal  the  fplendour  of  the  place 
but  the  general  joy  of  Jthe  People  :  the  crowds  were  beyond  att 
conception  immenfe,  and  every  thing  was  carried  Qn  iwkh  regiu^ 
larity  till  evening,  when,  ih  playing  off  fome  fire-wbrk«,  that 
noble  building  the  town-houfe  took  fire,  ajid  was  fcurois  fix 
unfortunate  perfons  loft  their  lives,  and  twenty  were  jdangei;ottfly 
Imrted :  thofe  who  perifhed  were  abfolutely  roafted,  and  their  cries 
were  beyond  defcription  piercing.  To  iuch  a  temperas  Josppja!s, 
■you  will  readily  conclude  that  .tfris  miift  be  a  moft  affli<ftiog  ,citv 
cumftance — it  was  fo ;  and  he  left  Bruffels  under  the  preflure  of 
very  different  feelings  from  thofe  with  which  he  entered  it,  and 
was  followed  by  the  prayers  and  blefling  of  all  the  People* 

But 
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But  now  we  are  to  view  the  reverfe  of  the  medal.  The  found 
of  their  prayers  for  his  welfare,  and  praifes  of  his  goodncfs,  had 
hardly  died  away  upon  their  lips,  ere  their  minds  turned  to  revolt 
and  rebellion.  I  will  not  fay  that  they  were  not  right  in  one  or 
other,  or  which  of  thofe  two  extremes :  certainly  they  could  not 
be  right  in  both;  much  lefs  can  their  fubfequent  conduit  be  jus- 
tified, or  accounted  for,  in  any  principle  of  human  nature,  but  that 
of  the  moil  abjedt  meannefs,  daftardly  feeblenefs,  and  grofs  folly. 
They  returned  to  their  allegiance,  and  befought  fbrgivenefs  :  that 
forgivenefs  was  granted.  How  they  have  behaved  fince,  I  have 
already  informed  you,  (See  Letter  IV.);  and  I  have  now  to  add, 
that,  pillaged  by  the  French,  and  likely  to  be  left  unprotected,  they 
have  again  held  their  necks  out,  foliciting  the  protection  and  the 
yoke  of  Auftria,  and  have  actually  offered  to  raife  100,000  men  for 
the  Emperor,  ^he  will  again  drive  the  French  out  of  their  terri- 
tories— An  excellent  word  that  if  ! 

How  a  People,  once  formed  for  manly  pith  and  love  of  Free- 
dom, could  bend  fo  low,  is  unaccountable.  It  is  a  question  hard 
to  be  determined,  whether  an  obftinate  adherence  even  to  a  bad 
caufe,  is  not  more  refpe&able,  than  a  fickle,  alternate  derelidion, 
and  adoption  of  right  and  wrong,  as  it  fuits  the  caprice  or  conve- 
nience of  the  moment  ?  Of  two  things  fo  very  contemptible,  I 
think  the  former  the  leaft  odious  and  leaft  unmanly. 

At  the  fame  time,  my  obfervations  on  the  Country  led  me  to 
conceive,  that  under  the  name  of  Freedom,  they  groaned  under 

the 


(     79     ) 

the  yoke  of  Tyranny ;  for,  though  the  Country  was,  as  I  have  de- 
fcribed  it,  charming,  its  fecundity  unfurpafled,  its  face  decorated 
with  the  belt  gifts  of  Providence — I  mean,  fouling  fields  and 
bleating  plains — though  Ceres  profufely  repaid  the  labours  of  the 
hufbandman,  though  every  field  had  the  appearance  of  a  garden* 
and  though,  upon  inquiry,  I  found  that  land  which  would  bring 
in  England  five  pounds  an  acre,  rented  at  eight,  nine  and  ten  {hil- 
lings of  our  money  at  moft — yet,  in  fpite  of  all  this,  the  farmers 
were  rather  poor  in  general — not  even  one  of  them  to  be  found 
rich  or  fubftantial,  like  the  middle  rank  of  that  clafs  of  men  in 
England.  They  wanted  the  great  ftimulus  to  induftry — fecurity 
of  their  property  :  they  were  liable  to  be  turned  out  by  their  land- 
lords at  pleafure,  and  to  be  plundered  when  it  fhould  pleafe  fome 
Monarch  to  make  war. 

The  firft  of  thefe,  however,  you  will  obferve,  is  not  the  op- 
preffian  of  the  Emperor :  it  is  the  tyranny  of  that  worft  of  all  con- 
ftituent  parts  of  a  State,  an  Ariftrocracy — a  vile  Ariftocracy ! — that 
uniVerfal,  that  e very-day  defpotifm,  under  which  all  places  groan, 
more  or  lefs — which  is  exercifed  in  all  the  various  gradations  of 
life  that  chequer  fociety,  from  the  great  man  who,  under  the 
name  of  Minifter,  domineers  over  the  Peer,  to  the  country  fox- 
hunting favage,  who  puts  a  poor  wretch  in  jail  to  pine  for  years,, 
(his  family,  the  while,  fupported  by  the  parifti  charity),  only  for 
doing  that  which  makes  the  enjoyment  of  his  own  life,  killing  a 
partridge  or  a  hare  ! — that  Ariftocratic  tyranny  which  is  feen 
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fcowling  on  the  brows  of  a  fwaggering  fellow  in  power,  adopted 
by  his  fecretary  with  increafe,  by  him  handed  down  to  an  upftart 
fet  of  fellows  in  office,  dependent  on  his  fmile,  and  by  them  dis- 
played in  all  the  naufeous,  defpicable  forms  which  awkwardnefs  and 
ignorance,  lifted  above  their  ftation,  never  fail  to  afliime — the 
cold  referve,  the  afFe&ed  ftare>  the  liftlcfs  nod,  the  feigned  deaf- 
nefs>  blindneft,  abfence,  and  other  fafhionable  perfe&ions,  which 
ferve  as  vents  for  upftart  arrogance,  and  indemnify  the  fycophant 
for  the  vile  homage  and  fubmiflion  which  he  ha$  before  paid  fome 
wretch  mean  and  arrogant  as  himfelf !—- 1  tell  you,  my  dear  Fre- 
derick, it  is  this  Ariftocratic  ufurpation  of  power,  where  power 
cxifts  not,  nor  is  neceffary— this  infulting  aflkmption  of  fupe- 
riority-,  this  hidden  petty  oppreflion  which  rears  its  head  in  every 
manor/  nay,  almoft  every  town  and  village  in  the  Kingdom,  that 
puts  the  Nations  out  of  tune,  mars  the  harmony  of  focial  arrange- 
ment, and  renders  power  in  the  aggregate  obnoxious.  Why,  our 
very  women  have  their  faucy,  Ariftocratic*  fupercilious  front,  their 
haughty  ftarc,  their  contemptuous  titter ;  and  barter  the  winning 
foftnefs  of  the  fex,  the  dimples  where  the  loves  fhould  dwell,  for 
the  haughty  tofs  of  the  head,  the  ill-natured  fnecr,  and  the  in- 
fulting He&or's  frown — And  thus  the  fpirit  of  Ariftocracy,  like  a 
poifonous  weed,  grows  and  expands  from  one  to  the  other  with 
baleful  luxuriance,  gradually  overfpreading  the  whole  face  of  hu- 
manity, flopping  the  wholefome  current  of  the  ibcial  atmofphere, 
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and  choaking  up  the  lcfs  rank  but  more  ufeful  plants— Thus  it 
goes  round  in  fhameful  traffic $  and,  as  the  Poet  fays, 

"  The  wh— -re  (he  kicks  her  cully, 
«  Court-waiters  ait  kick'd  at  call; 
«  We  are  all  kick'd,  yet  bully 
«  While  int'reft  kicks  the  ball/' 

I  am  perfuaded,  that  if  the  grievances  of  the  moft  defpotic 
States  were  fairly  eftimated,  and  affigned  to  their  real  authors,  the 
Princes  of  fuch  States  would  be  found  refponfible  for  a  very  fmall 
fhare  indeed,  when  compared  with  the  Ariftocracy :  and  by  Arif- 
tocracy,  I  mean  not  merely  Lords,  but  all  men  who  convert  the 
wealth  which  Providence  has  beftowed  upon  them  to  the  purpofes 
of  Tyranny,  Exactions,  Impofition,  and  Oppreflion — under  which 
four  heads  we  will  again  find,  not  only  imprifonment  for  begging 
alms,  imprifonment  for  (hooting  a  partridge,  but  often  fedudtion, 
adultery,  and  perfecution  for  refilling  or  reforting  to  law  for  puntfh- 
ment  of  that  (edu&ion  or  adultery.  Of  all  thofe  things,  the  proofs, 
I  fear,  in  all  Nations,  are  abundant :  I  am  fure  they  are  fo  in  the 
beft  governed  State  in  Europe— I  mean,  England— 

«  Quicapit,  illefacit" 

I  have  thrown  up  a  fool's  cap :  how  many  are  there  who  will 
privately  put  it  on  1 

L  LETTER 
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LETTER    XIV. 


As  the  time  of  my  departure  from  Bruffels  approached, 
I  found  the  bitter  fenfations  with  which  I  left  London,  in  fome 
meafure,  returning.  ■  My  fortuqate .  encounter  with  General  Lo ck- 
hart  had  afforded  me  a  temporary  refpite  -,  but  now  I  was  once 
more  to  face  an  unknown  country  alone,  without  the  chance  of 
again  meeting  a  friend  to  folace  my  mind,  or  mitigate  my  woe,  on 
this  fide  of  India, 

Having  feen  as  much  of  Bruffels  as  my  time  and  occafions  would 
at  all  allow,  and,  in  truth,  having  rather  trefpaffed  on  my  plan, 
for  the  reafons  juft  mentioned,  I  determined  to  pufh  forward  as 
faft  as  it  was  poflible,  and  took  poll  for  Liege,  where  I  arrived, 
after  paffing  through  a  beautiful,  fertile,  well-cultivated  country, 
to  the  charms  of  which  the  renewed  agony  of  my  feelings  rendered 
me  almoft  infenfible. 

As  we  have  now  almoft  the  whole  length  of  Germany  before 
us  to  travel  through,  it  will  be  proper,  before  I  proceed  further,  to 
give  you  a  general  idea  of  the  Conftitution  of  this  vaft  Empire — 
over  all  which,  while  one  great  Monarch  nominally  prefides,  there 
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arc  fprcad  a  number  of  petty  Potentates,  who  redly  rule  after  as » 
diftinft  forms  of  Government  as  almoft  any  two  Governments,  how- 
ever remote,  in  Europe. 

Confidering  the  nature  of  Government  abftra&edly,  one  would 
fuppofe  .that  it  arofe  from  the  general  will  of  the  fociety  governed, 
and  was  formed  for  their  ufe  and  benefit  alone  :  but  if  we  view  the 
different  fyftems  Scattered  over  the  civilized  part  of  the  earth,  we  > 
fhall  firid  that  they  originated  from  force  and  fraud;  and  that,  in 
their  firft -formation,  when  bodily  prowefs,  not  intellectual  power,  » 
bore  fway-~when- he  that  could  carry  the  ftrongeft  armour,  and* 
ftrike  the  heavieft  blows, was  fure  to  govern — when  mere  animal* 
ftrength  and  ferocity  difinherited  reafon  of  her  rights,  and  fobbed' 
her  of  that  afcendaacy  to  which  the  invention  of  gunpowder,  aided: 
by  the  art  of  Printing,  has  fince  in  fome  fort  reftored  her — the 
bafis  upon  which  Governments  were  raifed  was,  one  man,  not  the 
whole  fociety ;  the  point  then  was,  how  this  or  that  ftrohg  ruffian 
could  collet  moll  flaves  about  him,  not  how  this  or  that  fociety 
fliould  choofe  the  beft  head:  if  he  had  iftfength  to  carry  havoc, 
through*  the  ranks  of  their  enemies,  and  then  to  overawe  them- 
felvej*  he  was  fure  of  dominion  over. the  people,  and  left  it  to  his. 
fon^Jtmt  if  it  fo  happened  that  he. did  not  alio  bequeath. to  him. 
bodily  prowefs  to  preferve  it,  the  next  ftrcpg  ruffian  feized  the 
reins,;flmig  him  from  his  feat,  and  kept  it  till  he,  or  fome  one  of 
his  heirs,  wgs  again  ferved  fo  in  his  turn  by  >  fome  other  ufurpen 
Hence  arctfe  the  #bafe  and  intrigues  of  courts,  the  fpirit  of  party,. 

L  2  and 


(     8#     ) 

and  inteftine  commotion ;  till  at  length  the  People^  for  their  owis 
fecurity,  and  to  avoid  the  horrors  of  civil  war,  made  choice  (from 
difmal  neceffity)  of  fome  one  family  to  rule  them.  As  fociety 
advanced,  and  opulence  held  forth  temptation,  fome  greater  ruffian, 
followed  by  a  horde  of  needy,  famifhcd  barbarians,  made  incurfions 
on  thofe  rulers ;  and  being  irreiiftible,  as  well  from  numbers  firmly 
conne&ed,  as  from  the  powerful  impulfe  of  neceffity,  under  whole 
banners  they  generally  robbed  and  ravaged,  waa  fubmitted  ta  on 
terms,  and  became  Lord  Paramount  of  a  number  of  petty  Sove- 
reigns, who  did  homage  to  him,  and  fleeced  the  mi&rable  {ubje£ts„ 
to  keep  him  in  humour ;  and  thus,  in  a  feries  of  time,  the  power 
of  both  took  root,  and  remained  immoveable,  unlets  when  torn  up 
by  fome  violent  tempeft  that  convulfcd  the  State,  and  fhook  it  to 
its  foundations. 

Reading  this  account,  you  will  very  naturally  exclaim,  "  Good 
God!  how  abfurdl  how  irrational I"  Yet  fo  it  is;  and  from  this 
fource,  muddy  though  it  be,  is  modem  honour,  and  modern  great- 
neft,  and  modern  high  blood,  derived:  from  this  foul  and  turbid 
fountain  have  moft  of  the  Governments  of  the  world  iflued;  from 
thofe  ftrong  men  of  yore  have  moft  of  our  modern  governors  de- 
feended :  and  as  it  generally  happens  (fi>  equally  has  Providence 
diftributed  the  gifts  of  Nature)  that  the  ftrength  of  the  intellectual 
part  is  in  the  inverfe  ratio  of  the  animal,  perhaps  that  is  the  reafon 
why  Monarchs  are  formed,  in  general,  of  greater  bodily  vigour 
than  mental  endowments,  and  better  fitted  for  the  Field  than  the 
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Cabinet— and  for  this  rearoa  are  oDiigca  to  mkc  &vm  th*  jmifi^ 
ranks  of  their  Subje&s  fomc  afliftant,  fo  far  removed  from  the  great 
ftandard  of  antique  dignity,  as  to  poffefs  underftanding  enough  to 
govern. 

Upon  a  retrofpedive  view  of  the  Hiftory  of  Europe,  it  will  be 
found,  that  for  a  long  time  after  the  birth  of  Christ,  Germany 
was  divided  among  fuch  petty  rulers  as  I  have  defcribed,  who  each, 
held  hi*  little  State  in  fovereignty,  and  was  called  Prineeps  in. 
Latin,  or,  in  plain  Englifh,  Prince*  After  the  downfall  of  the 
Wcftern  Empire,  a  Nation  called  Franks >  from  that  part  called 
Franamia,  over-run  a  great  part  of  Gaul  and  Germany,  and  in  the 
fifth  century  took  poJTeffion  of  that  part  of  Gaul  which  lay  North 
of  the  river  Loire*  In  the  year  800,  Charlemagne,  the  fon 
of  Pepin,  their  King,  formed  an  hnmenfe  Empire  in  the  Weft, 
comprehending  a  great  part  of  Germany,  France,  Italy,  and  a  part 
of  Spain.  About  eighty  years  afterwards,  the  petty  Princes  of 
Germany  {hook  off  the  French  Carlovinian  race,  and  elefted  aa 
Emperor  of  their  own  from  the  Houfe  of  Bavaria.. 

At  laft  Henry  the  Fourth,  having  difpleafed  that  grand: 
arbiter  the  Pope,  was  put  under  the  ban,  and  in  confequence  de-' 
pofed  by  the  States;  on  which  occafion  His  Holinefs  had  the 
addrefsto  make  that  great  dignity  elective,  he  having  uncontrolled 
power  over  the  electors ;  fince  which  it  has  continued  fo,  with 
fomc  modifications,  and  under  certain  regulations,  formed  by 
Charles  the  Fourth,  at  the  Diet  of  Nurunberg.    The  ele&ion» 
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Howo*-or>  koa  bwvu  always  tb  managed,  mat  it  lias  never  departed 
from  the  regular  line  of  fucceffion  but  when  there  was  an  adtual 
want  of  heirs. 

In  a  Country  over  which  the  Pope  had  fuch  influence,  it 
might  reafonably  be  fuppofed  that  intolerance  is  carried  to  a  great 
length ;  but  it  is  not  fo,  as  a  review  of  each  particular  State  fhews. 
The  eftablifhed  religion,  in  general,  is  Popery.  Joseph  the 
Second,  that  good  and  wife  Monarch,  difplayed  a  greater  fpirit 
of  toleration  than  any  other  Catholic  Prince  fince  Henry  the 
Fourth  of  France.  He  was  not  murdered  by  a  Friar  for  it,  it  is 
true*— thofe  days  of  pious  barbarity  are  paft;  but  he  was  vifite4 
on  the  occafion  by  His  Holinefs,  who,  after  a  variety  of  remon- 
firances  againft  the  relaxation  he  gave  to  religious  feverity  in  his 
own  dominions,  finding  him  unmoved  by  papers,  refolved  to  at- 
tack him  in  perfon:  but,  whether  it  was  that  the  pontifical 
amulet  loft  its  charm  when  out  of  the  air  of  Rome,  or  that  His 
Holinefs  was  not  properly  anointed  before  (like  Hecate  in  Mac* 
betb)  he  took  his  flight,  or  that  he  forgot  fome  of  thofe  relics 
which  were  expected  to  operate  on  Joseph's  mind,  fo  it  was, 
that  the  good  Emperor  continued  inflexibly  attached  to  his  former 
refolve  $  and,  after  kifling  His  Holinefs'  toe,  and  a  thoufand 
other  pretty  politenefles,  fent  him  back  to  Rome  again  with  his 
finger  in  his  mouth ;  and  a  ftory  to  relate,  that  would,  at  one 
time,  have  fet  all  Europe  in  a  flame,  and  fent  the  good  Mo- 
narch,  like   Henry   the    Second  of  England,   to  lafli  himfelf 
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naked  over  the  rotten  remains  of  fome    vagabond    fraudulent 
Prieft. 

In  the  election  of  Emperor,  the  laws  of  the  Empire  have  laid  . 
down  no  qualification  but  that  which  ought  to  be  the  fine  qua  non 
of  all  Princes,  namely,  that  he  be  jufius,  bonus,  et  utilis — 
Neither  have  they  made  any  limitation  in  regard  to  religion,  na- 
tion, ftate,  or  age;  neverthelefs,  the  majority  of  ele&ors  being 
Papifts,  a  Roman  Catholic  Prince  is  always  chofen. 

The  rank  of  the  Emperor  is  very  great :  he  is  looked  upon 
by  all  Crowned  Heads  as  the  firft  European  Potentate ;  and,  as 
fuch,  precedence  is  always  given  him  and  his  ambaffadors :  he  is 
the  fupreme  Head  of  the  German  Empire;  but  his  power  in  the 
adminiftration  thereof  is  very  limited  indeed.  In  ancient  times, 
the  Emperor  had  confiderable  domains  and  incomes;  but  warfare 
and  prodigality  have  diflipated  the  greateft  part  of  them,  and  they 
have  been  fucceffively  alienated  or  mortgaged,  fo  that  his  revenues 
were  very  inconfiderable  lately,  and  now,  fince  the  French  war, 
are  almoft  as  nothing. 

The  prefent  Emperor  Francis  found  the  Empire,  when  he 
was  ele&ed,  incumbered  with  difficulties  of  the  moil  enormous 
magnitude — a  war  on  which  the  exiftence  of  every  Monarchy  in 
Europe  feemed  to  depend,  an  exhaufted  treafury,  and  a  difpofitioh 
to  revolt  in  a  part  of  his  dominions,  the  Netherlands.  At  this 
prefent  time,  his  fituation  is,  beyond  that  of  every  other  Prince, 
lamentable  :— almoft  all  his  refources  gone,  and  an  infplent*  for- 
midable* 
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midable,  triumphant  enemy,  proceeding  and  carrying  oonqueft  by 
rapid  ftrides  through  his  Country.  He  called  upon  his  People 
to  fupport  him.  The  States  of  the  Netherlands,  inftead  of  affift- 
ing  him  to  ftop  the  progress  of  the  enemy,  invited  and  opened 
their  gates  to  them,  put  them  in  their  bofom,  and  were  ftung. 
Of  the  other  States,  fome  refufe  their  aid,  while  fome  have  re-' 
courfe  to  feeble  expedients $  and,  to  evade  the  weight,  temporife, 
procraftinate,  and  fhuffle,  till  at  length  will  come  the  French 
Army,  and  force  them  to  do  for  their  enemy  ten  times  more 
than  (if  done  timely,  and  with  a  good  grace)  might  fave  the  Em- 
pire and  themfelves.  The  King  of  Prussia,  one  of  thofe 
States,  on  being  called  upon,  fays  he  is  bufily  employed  in  fecur- 
ing  the  plunder  of  Poland,  and  cannot  come —  while  the  tyger 
is  glutting  in  the  blood  of  the  harmlefs  flocks,  the  huntfmen 
are  coming  upon  him,  to  cut  him  off.  As  an  Engli/hman,  zealous 
for  the  welfare  of  my  Country,  I  wifh  the  King  of  Prussia  may 
not,  by  his  attention  to  Poland,  facrifice  all  Germany  to  the  French. 
As  an  honeft  man,  I  cannot  help  entertaining  a  wifh,  that  the  fcan- 
dalous  and  outrageous  wrongs  done  to  Poland,  and  this  treachery 
to  the  Allies  whom  he  himfelf  brought  into  the  prefent  difficulties, 
may  be  expiated  by  any  calamity,  however  great,  that  does  not 
extend  to  the  intereft  or  wellbeing  of  Europe, 

It  is  a  maxim  in  Courts  of  Equity,  that  a  man  coming  to  demand 
redrefs,  fhould  come  with  clean  hands,  and,  feeking  equity,  fhould 
do  equity.     This  maxim  has  unfortunately  never  yet  extended  to 
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decifions  between  States :  power  is  their  right,  and  force  decides 

Yet,  in  a  conteft  like  the  prefent,  the  very  foundation  of  which  is 
hoftility  to  Kings,  and  which  is  carried  on  in  the  twofold  way  of; 
arms,  in  the  open  field. and  private  negociation  for  infurre&ion ; . 
when,  for  the  intereft  of  the  caufe  they  efpoufe,  as  well  as  their 
own  perfonal  fafety,  Kings  fhould  aflume  at  once  their  beft  form . 
to  appreciate  themfelves,  and  difcredit  their-enemies  in  the  eyes> 
of  Mankind—an  fuch  a  ftate.of  things,  I  fey,  for  the -King  of 
Prussia  and  the  Empress  of  Russia  ft>  take  the  part  they  have 
done  with  regard  to  Poland,  is  fo  extravagant,  that  we  can  only 
account  for  it  in  the  will  of  the  Almighty  predifpofing  them, 
for  fome  extraordinary  crifis.'    No  one  would  expe&  them  to  de- 
part from  their  accnftomeA  crooked  path  of  policy,  if  fafety  did  * 
not  loudly  call  upon  them  to  proceed  in  the  direct  road..   It  is 
monftrous  to  fee  beings  endowed  with  common  fenfe,  expending 
themfelves  in  an.unjuft  ftruggle  for  aggrandizement,  while  the.: 
fword  of  extinction  is  fufpended  by  a  hair  over  their  heads. 

But  to  return — In  this  ftate  is  the  ydung  Empcrdr  at  this  mo- 
ment, deferted  by  his.  People  in  the  Low  Countries,  unaided  by  his 
Continental  Ally,  and  fupported  only  by  Great  Britain.  What  the 
ifiue  may  be,  God  alone  can  tell :  but  every  one  pofleffing  a  heart 
of  feeling,  or  a  fingk  fentiment  of  honour  or  juftice,  mvA  wifh  that . 
young  Prince  a  fortunate  delivery  from  the  difficulties  which  the 
impolicy  and  wickednefs  of  others  have  led  him  into,  and  which 
the  treachery  of  fome  of  them  make  more  formidable,  if  npt  utterly 
infuperable..  M  LETTER 
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Th  e  various  diftridts  or  territories  into  which  Germany 

is  divided,  go  under  a  variety  of  defignations,  not  known  among 

us  as  independent  titles  to  power — Principalities,   Seigniories, 

Counties,  Electorates,  Margravates,  and  Bishopries  lay  and  fpi~ 

ritual.     Of  the  lay  Bifhoprics,  Ofnaburg,  the  Prince  Bifhop  of 

which  is  our  Duke  of  York,  makes  one  :  and  Leige,  where  we 

are  now  arrived,  is  the  ter/itory  of  a  Bifhop  lay  and  fpiritual,  or 

fpiritual  and  temporal,  one  of  the  faireft  kind  of  that  clafs — for  he 

pofleffes  temporalities,  and  enjoys  them;  whereas  their  Lordflups 

merely  fpiritual,  enjoy  and  have  the  ingratitude  ^nd  impudence  to 

renounce  them:  but  no  matter  for  that;  the  Bifhop  of  Liege  pof- 

fefles  a  Bifhopric,  fruitful  in  corn,  wine,  wood,  and  pafture,  with 

air  extremely  plea&nt  and  temperate ;  and  while  the  latter  gives 

his  terreftrial  clay  health  and  appetite,  the  former  afford  him  the 

means  of  preferving  the  one,  and  indulging  the  other,  with  true 

fpiritual  comfort,  and  high  ecclefiaftical  voluptuoufnefs.    In  cafes  of 

repletion,  too,  the  mineral  waters  of  the  Bifliopric,  particularly  the 

well-known  one  of  Spa,  offer  their  aid;  and  fome  of  the  befi  beer 

in 
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in  the  world,  which  is  brewed  in  thefe  territories,  diverfifies  his 
fpiritual  Lordfhip's  cup,  and,  with  its  pungent  bitter,  fends  back 
his  palate  to  his  wine  with  renovated  rclifh. 

It  is  aftonifhing  how  inconfiftent  with  themfelves,  and  how  dis- 
cordant ih  their  conftituent  principles,  fome  very  wife  inftitutions 
are.  Thus  Epifcopacy,  and  all  other  branches,  pofts  or  ranks, 
high  or  low,  commiffioned  or  non-commiffioned,  of  the  Chuith, 
publicly  and  fyftematically  profefs  poverty,  abftinence,  and  an  utter 
indifference  to  temporal  concerns,  while  their  livings  are  enor- 
mous, and  themfelves  overfed.  .  Nay,  fo  cautioufly  has  ecclefiaf- 
tical  law  provided  for  that,  even  in  our  liberal  eftablifhments,  that 
a  Bifhop,  at  his  instalment,  pofitively  declares,  in  the  face  of  Gob, 
at  the  holy  altar,  that  he  is  averfe  to  being  a  Bifhop---**/?  Epif- 
copari.  Under  fuch  conditions,  what  muft  not  the  charity;  the 
condefcenfion,  the  mortifying  fubmiffion  of  a  Divine  be,  to  ftoop 
to  a  Bifhopric,  and  fufFer  fuch  a  heavy  load  to  be  heaped  upon  his 
back — againft  his  will !  Affuredly,  the  impofing  a  Bifhopric  upon 
him  muft  be  a  great  adt  of  violence  on  his  inclinations :  for  I  can- 
not think  it  poflible  that  a  Chriftian  Divine  would,  in  the  firft 
place,  commit  the  crime  of  fimony  by  feeking  preferment,  and 
gaining  it  by  proftltution;  much  lefs  can  I  believe  that  he  would 
be  guilty,  at  the  holy  altar,  of  a  folemn  aft  of  perjury,  by  fwear- 
ing  nolo  Ep?fcopari>i£hc  was  not  a&ually,  and  -bondjid^  averfe  to  a 
Bifhopric. 

M2  The 


/ 


(     9*     ) 

"The  Bifhop  of  Liege,  however,  may  be  fairly  acquitted  on  the 
fcore  of  his  temporal  half,  for  the  (hare  of  tranfgreffions  committed 
by  his  fpiritual  half.  And  unqueftionably,  as  a  Chriftian  Divine, 
he  muft  groan  in  fpiritual  humiliation,  when  he  reflects  that  hir 
title  is  emblazoned  with  the  gorgeous  vanities  of  Prince  of  Liege, 
Duke  of  Bouillon,  Marquis  of  Franchemont,  Count  of  Looz,  &c* 
Such  a  fet  of  proud  worldly  titles  are  of  themfelves  fuificient  (put- 
ting the  wine  and  beer,  and  repletion,  out  of  the  queftion)  to 
annihilate  the  fpiritual  merits  of  the  Bifhop,  and  expunge  the 
grace  of  God  from  his  name  here,  if  not  from  himfelf  hereafter . 

Of  all  kinds  of  Slavery,  that  Nation  groans  beneath  the  worft, 
which  has  the  name,  without  the  effence,  of  a  free  Conftitution;  and 
Germany  abounds  with  fuch.  By  the  Conftitution.  of  this  Bi&op- 
ric,  the  Government  confifts  of  three  States:  the  furftis  the  Chapter 
of  Liege;  the  fecond,  the  Nobility;  and  the  third,  the  Deputies 
of  the  towns  and  capital.  Thefe,  however,  are  very  feldom  called 
together,  except  to  raife  taxes,  or  on  fome  fuch"  extraordinary 
emergency :  but  there  is  a  Committee  of  the  States  who  meet  three 
times  a  week,  and  in  time  of  war  daily;  they  are  always  about  the 
Prince  Bifhop,  to  make  remonftrances,  and  demand  the  redrefe  of 
grievances—from  whence  we  may  reafonably  infer,  that  the  People 
are  well  prote&ed,  or  at  leaft  well  governed;  the  continual  inter*- 
courfe  between  the  Committee  and  Bifhops,  no  doubt,  tending  to 
promote  a  very  happy  influence  in  favour  of  the  People ! 

In 
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In  forming  this  Conftitution,  fpecial  care  has  been  taken  to 
give  the  firft  State  a  great  preponderance.  The  Chapter  is  to  con- 
lift  of  fixty  perfons,  who  muft  either  prove  their  Nobility  for  four 
generations,  both  by  father  and  mother,  or  have  been  Do&ors  or 
Licentiates  of  Divinity  for  feven  years,  or  of  Law  for  five  years,  in 
fome  famous  Univerfity,  before  they  can  be  admitted. 

How  is  it  that  the  profcffion  of  the  Law  fliould  bear  fuch  potent 
fway  in  almoft  all  Countries— that,  even  in  Liege,  a  Catholic 
Country  and  EcclefialHcal  Government,  five  years  ftudy  of  the  Law 
fliould  be  deemed  an  equal  qualification  to  feven  of  Divinity  ?  In 
England,  and  its  dependencies,  the  afcendancy  of  the  Law  is  ftill 
greater;  and  even  in  America,  that  profefiion  is  the  firft  ftep  to 
State  honours.  The  truth  is,  that  the  fcience  of  the  Law,  which* 
however  defpicable  in  pra&ice,  is  the  nobleft  of  human  fciences, 
quickens  and  invigorates  the  underftanding  more  than  all  the  other 
kinds  of  learning  put  together  $  while  the  ftudy  of  Divinity  (I  do 
not  mean  real  Divinity  or  Morality,  but  that  whimfical  jumble  of 
miracles  and  incongruities,  of  fulfome  capt  and  fenfelefs  rhapfody, 
called  fo  by  Churchmen)  contracts  the  underftanding,  and  bends 
it  into  a  kind  of  crooked  cunning.  Formerly,  the  Clergy  were  the 
difpenfcrs  of  the  Laws,  and  they  alone  ftudied  it — Happy  times! 
happy  People  1  When  the  united  powers  of  both  Lawyers  and 
Priefts  were  lodged  in  the  fame  perfon,  it  is  no  wonder  that  they 
were  able  to  enflave  the  perfons,  when  they  had  got  poflfeffion  of 
the  underftanding,  of  the  People — that  we  at  this  day  fee  fo  many 
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ftnpenitous  monuments  remaining  of  their  pride' and  power,  and 
that  the  bloated  load  of.Epifcopacy  Hill  has  its  votaries  and  fup- 
porters. 

.  ThcBifhopric  of  Liege  is  very  populous  and  extehfive,  contain- 
ing many  large  Towns,  many  Baronies  and  Seigniories,  feventeen 
Abbeys  for  men,  who  muft  be  all  gentlemen,  and  eleven  for  ladies, 
exclusive  of  fwarms  of  inferior  note.  In  this  diftribution  of  the 
Abbeys,  male  and  female,  I  do  not  think  that  fufficient  regard  has 
been  had  to  equality  of  numbers :  I  really  think  the  Fathers  have 
been  ill .  ufed. .  The.  ladies,  though,  I  dare  fay*  are  well  enough 
contented  with  the  arrangement!   . 

Although,  as  I  have  already  apprized  you,  I  do  not  mean  to 
enter  into  a  minute  defcription  of  towns,  fo  very  eafily  found  in 
many  volumes  of  Geography  and  Hiftory,  there  occasionally  occur 
certain  piriofities  in  fome  of  thafe  towns,  which  it  would  be  un- 
pardonable in  me  to  pafs  over,  as  they  may  not  perhaps  be  found 
in  fuch  books  of  thofe  fcience$  as  fall  in  your  way. 

Liege*  the  capital  of  the  Biihopric,  is  unqueftionably  a  beau- 
tiful city,  of  immenfe  fize:  its  opulence,  its  pleafantnefs,  its  plenty 
and  falubrity,  may  be  calculated  from  the  name  it  has  long  been 
expreflly  called  by  way  of  eminence — the  Paradife  of  Priefls.--* 
Indeed,  it  muft  needs  be  a  holy  and  a  happy  city;  for  it  is  chiefly 
occupied  with  Convents,  Churches,  and  other  religious  foundations* 

The  Paradife  ofPriefis! — Excellent !    Why,  if  the  Genius  of 
Senfuality  himfelf  were  to  torture  his  invention  for  centuries,  to 

ftrike 
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ftrike  out  an  appellation  for  the  grand  emporium  of  luxury)  volup- 
tuoufhefs  and  fenfual  enjoyment,  he  could  not  have  hit  on  one  fo 
Angularly  appropriate  as  the  Paradife  ofPriefts. 

In  a  grand  Cathedral  here,  are  five  great  filver  chefts  full  of  re- 
liques,  befides  feveral  filver  ftatues  of  Saints;  and  a  Saint  George 
on  horfeback,  of  mafly  gold;  and  in  Saint  William's  Convent, 
without  the  city,  is  the  tomb  of  the  famous  Englifh  traveller,  Sir 
John  Mandeville,  from  whom  all  lying  travellers  have  been 
fince  proverbially  called  Mandevilles — an  appellation  which,  I 
promife  you,  I  will  hazard  the  imputation  of  dullnefs  rather  than 
incur.  I  fuppofe  it  was  for  his  truly  prieftlike  powers  in  the  mar-, 
vellous  that  he  was  honoured  with  a  birth  among  their  Reverences* 
They  have  thought  it  neceflary,  however,  to  entreat,  by  an  inferip- 
tion  in  bad  French,  all  perfons  who  fee  it,  to  pray  for  his  foul. 
In  truth,  poor  Sir  John's  marvellous  ftories  were  as  harmlefs  as 
ever  were  invented,  and  entertaining  to  boot.  If  fo  much  could 
be  faid  for  their  Reverences,  they  might  venture  to  reft  their  fu- 
ture fafety  on  their  own  innocence  and  God's  mercy :  but  I  fear 
their  miracles  cut  deeper,  and  will  be  found  to  go  to  a  much  more 
important  and  ferious  account. 

In  the  Bifhopric  of  Liege,  twenty  miles  from  the  capital,  ftands 
the  famous  town  of  Spa,  fo  renowned  for,  its  excellent  waters,  that 
it  has  become  a  vulgar  name  for  almoft  all  mineral  waters  whatfo- 
evcr.  Thofe  are  faid  to  open  obftrudtions,  concoft  crudities,  dry 
up  exceffive  moifture,  and  ftrengthen  the  nerves  and  bowels ;  and 
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fuch  is  their  reputation,  that  prodigious  quantities  of  them  are 
carried  into  foreign  countries. 

Fortunate  coincidence,  to  have  fuch  a  choice  and  eafy  panacea 
for  intemperance  attached  to  the  Paradife  of  Priejlj  t 
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V. 


Aix-la-Chapelle^ — The  imperial  citjr  of  Aix-k- 
Chapeile,  by  the  Germans  called  Achen,  lies  at  the  diftance  of 
twenty-fix  miles,  nearly  lSaft,  of  Lkge.  As  it  was  a  moderate  ftage* 
the  weather  fine,  and  the  face  of  the  country  around  beautiful,  L 
found  my  journey  extremely  pleafant,  andentered  tjiat  famous  city 
in  as  good  a  difpofition  to  be  pleafed  with  it,  as>circumftances  and. 
reflections  fo  melancholy  as  mine  (which,,  in  fpite  of  every  effort*, 
would  intrude  themielves)  may  be  fuppofed  to  allow.  It  is  cer- 
tainly a  very  fine  city,  and  well,  deferves  the  reputation,  it  has  in. 
all  parts  of  the  world. 

Perhaps  no  city  in  Germany  has  a  fairer  claim  to  antiquity 
than  Aix-la-Chapelle;  for  it  was  famous,  even  in  the  time  of 
the  ancient  Romans,  for  its  waters,  and  was  by  them  called 
Aquifgranumy  or  XJrbs  Aquenfis.  It  was  deftroyed  by  the  Huns, 
who,  like  the  French  now,  deftroyed  and  trampled  under  foot 

every 
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every  veftige  of  refinement,  Where ver  they  carried  their  conquefts* 
and  it  lay  in  rains  till  it  was. rebuilt  by  Charlemagne,  _w&> 
made  it  the:  feat  of  hi&  Empire  on  this  fide  the  Alps.  By  him  it 
was  ordained,  that  the  Kings  of  the.  Romans  ihould  be  crowned 
there:  and  it. has,  been  famous,  fince  that  time,  for  Councils  and 
Treaties,  particularly  that  famous  one  between  France  and  Spain 
in  1663,  and  another  lately  between  France  and  Great  Britain. 

Although  there  are  many  Proteftants,  both  Lutherans,  and 
Calyiiiift$,c  in  this  city,  they  are  obliged  to  go,  to  church  two 
miles  off,  at  a  place  called  Vaels,  in  the  Dutchy  of  Limburg ;  fo 
that  Popery  prevails  with  fome  portion  of  its  intolerance.  Here, 
as  in  all  other  places  ftfbjeft  to  its  power,  it  has  raifed  the 
Gothic  gloomy  pile,  accumulated  enormous  mafies  of  wealth, 
and  hoarded  up  treasures,  under  the  gulling  pretexts  of  religious 
paraphernalia:  a  golden  caflcet,  fet  with  precious  (tones  of  inefti- 
mahle  value,  is  hoarded  up,  not  for  the  adual  value  of  the  move- 
able, but  as  the  only  fit  receptacle  for  a  relique  it  contains — a  curi- 
ous one,  too,  of  even  its  kind — a  bit  of  earth ! — A  bit  of  earth  ? 
yes !  a  bit  of  eartb,  common  earth  !— only  with  this  fortunate 
circumftance  in  addition,  that  a  drop  of  the  blood  of  Saint  Ste- 
phen fell,  or  is  faid  to  have  fallen,  upon  it,  ash?  was  (toped  to  deathl 
think  of  thjstf,  mailer  Frederick!  Why,  when  thofe  things  occur 
to  me,  I  feel  myfelf  agitated  by  a  whimiical  tumult  of  fepfetions, 
ieripua  and  ludicrous,  forrowful  qnd  fliprry,  that  it  is  impofliye  to 
4kfciibe-~fon^liung  like  that  ftfit?  in  which  the  fpirits  flatter 
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when  a  perfcn  whimpers  between  &  laugh  and  cry.  Bttf,tv  «aroy 
the  matter  farther,  when  we  recoiled,  that  fbrair  of  the  wfteti  ui 
brighter!;  of  Mankind,  fome  of  the  bnareft  Wdrtiotir  ftwfodt  ;ttuw 
lofopheps,  and  ableft  Stateftnea^  that  evcrieariftetf,  .hsbm  ;bewk  the 
dupes  of  thofe  ihaltow  artifices,  inda6tatfly  hav«  knelt  in  dewout 
homage  to  thefe  fcits  of  earth,  t»ne>  ftfckfe  dji4'flnttie,:&)c.  wenanlE 
allow  that  it  anfwers  a  great  aTttfcffdfele  end,  by  pointing  oat  to  ot 
ttoe  infirmity  of  oar  nature,  Aid  mewing  uv,  to  ufe  dm  wojAIs  of 
one  of  cot  brighteft  fefrntearies,  **  what  fliadbw*  we  are,,  and  what 
dtadttws  we  purfael" 

We  have  already  had;  and  are  likely  yet  to  have,  fiich  a  clumty 
ktid  of  Cathedrals  to  attend  *>,  that  I&kitd  sot  menfcloft  that  of 
AiJ4-la-Chapdlfc  (k  terge,  gtoomy,  dfe«ry,%  dd-ftihioned*  tiethk 
pile),  Were  k  not  that  it  carries-  along  with  it  fetoe  matteffr  Worthy 
of  notice.  What  think  you,  <ften,  of  an  Emperor,  a  Pope,  and 
thrte  hundred  and  fixty-five  Bifhops>  in  one  company?  ph! 
precious  aflfemblage  f  Bat  where,  I  hear  you  aft—  where,  to  the 
hfcme  of  God,  coH©&  <he  Bimops-r  a  Pope  and  Emperor  are  eafir/ 
tad !  My  dear  FnfeBSR  rcK,  three  hundred1  and  fixty^five  Bifbops 
might  eamy  he  picked  up  in.  Chriftendbm*  and  leare  more  behind, 
too.  than  would  ferve  any  nkM  purpofe  to  Ac  worlds— Yes*  the 
Emperor  Charlemagne,  and  three  hundred  and  forty-fire 
Biftiops,  were  pWfehf  at  the  Cbft&cmrtion  of  this  Cathedral  by 
Pope  L*o  the  Thad.  That  Empcre*  Hes  now  m  -great  4bte 
under  the  altar  of  the  choir  r  Pope  Leo  tote  in  Rome >  and  for 

the 
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««  Th'  imperial  Cjesar,  dead,  and  turn'd  to  clay, 

"  Might  flop  a  hole,  to  keep  the  wind  away."  -      .  .- 

From  inch  *  fptco&d  :and  o|iute«t  tftendaqce  ^t  t^e^on^r 
<aation>  jcaie  would  imatarally  e^pedt  that  this  rQathjedral  wopl^ 
ham  iaan,  at  the  wry  m$fet*  em<faed  with  £o£iy  fm0  f^uablf 
trappings ; ;bjit ,no~*>oae *q^ge  qf  fitot-of  Liqge  iwpuW purdiaJfc 
the  white,  bt:f}&\MfajtCQ&c&&dP  however,  ,thf t thpy  were  al^ 
c«ffepting(^3Ea»pe»r,^^  — glials,  iphofe.  charity,  jjer 

iiera%i^fcuig,  feu),  Itfc*  fl#g> -neither  end  nor  bt^ginnjng;  or 
at  leaft  ends  and  begins  in  jl&l£  wjfcpce  nobody  can  fee  it;  or,.dCr 
o»diiig>taJ]U»'Old^b««erl;,  begins^  home, 

W^±vm^tiht^^f/»j»Xf^^\^  woddLy,  worthless  vanities 
♦gold,  fihrer  jaad  jewels,  His  ;MQliae&  and  their  .three  hundred 
and  liixty^fiare'Gxaces,  iptsftmted  the  Catfcd^l  wi$h  fomcex^iii- 
ifite  pieces, of  reliquc,  Lof emote  in«ftjjnable  value,  by  their  account, 
^thonttfaiiirinesiof  Pofcc£  AfftGctteo&&  •  rthefftrflv  an  old  coveocg 
— ftiwcutt  beifbHyifcr^mc  to  Ay,  sritfttar^QHTO*  jpetjfcpatqr 
-ihtft--4bu*;tlicy,  that  isitofayiit^e^ififts^foy^^apd  the,Faith£d  fc>q- 
4ieve4hem,;that  it/s^.the^  fey  the  rVirgir^MARY  at  tl^e 

-birth-of  ^CwRi^T^^hoflPr;their  ;Holincfes  «me  J>y  it,  i$  harfl  $o 
-conjtftune  :— in  the  neoct.placc,  a  piece,  of  eoarfe  /cfcth,  .which, 
thay  ^lfo  %,  and  arc  ibdkycd  .when  they  Jay*  WW  4S>rt  ajbqpt 
;  N2  Christ 
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Christ  on  the  Crofs : — thirdly,  a  piece  of  cord,  with  which  they 
fay  he  was  bound : — fourthly,  fome  of  the  blood  of  Sakit  Stephen, 
now  eighteen  hundred  years  old : — and,  fifthly,  a  pi&ure  of  the 
Virgin  and  Child,  embofled  on  a  jafper,  by  Saint  Luke.  With 
all  due  deference  to  their  Reverences'  knowledge,  I  fhould  think 
a  dozen  ftatues  in  gold  of  the  Apoftles  would  be  rather  a. more 
valuable  gift,  and  more  ornamental,  than  thefe  rags  and  cords, 
which  I  dare  lay  did  not  coft  altogether  fix  pence.  We  talk  here 
of  our  blue  ribbons,  our  red  ribbons,  and  our  ftars,  as  great  do* 
nations ;  but  I  think  the  prefents  of  the  Pope  and  three  hundred 
and  fixty-five  Bifhops  to  the  Cathedral  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  beat 
them  out  of  the  field,  whether  we  eonfi^er  the.  magnificence  of 
the  gift*  or  the  generality  of  the  givere. 

But  that  which,  above  all  things,  renders  Aix-la-Chapelle 
worthy  of  notice,  is  the  falubrity  of  its  waters,  which  bring  from 
England,  and  all  other  European  Nations,  a  raft  concourfc  of  va- 
letudinarians, who  contribute  at  once  to  the  gaiety  and  opulence 
of  the  city  and  adjacent  country.  Some  of  thofe  waters  are  ufed 
for  drinking,  and  others  for  bathing,  rcfembling  very  much*  in  their 
quality,  the  virtues  of  thofe  of  Bath  in  Somerfetfhire,  but  that  fome 
of  them  are  ftill  hotter  and  ftronger  r  they  are  unplea&nt  to  the 
tafte  till  ufe  reconciles  the  palate  to  them,  and  moft  of  them  have 
a  very  offenfive  fmell ;  but  they  are  often  powerful  in  effect,,  and 
give  relief  in  a  great  variety  of  maladies;  and  they  are  rendered 
ftifr  more  palatable  by  the  commodious  neatnefs  of  the  baths,,  the 
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excellence  of  the  accommodations,  and  the  great  plenty  of  provi- 
sions, which  are  at  once  good  and  reafonable  in  this  city. 

I  ftaid  fo  fhort  a  time  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  that  I  could  not, 
without  the  aid  pf  fome  of  the  miracles,  wrought  by  the  Saints  of 
the  Romifh  Church*  or  Sir  John  Mandbville,  acquire  a  fuffi- 
cient  knowledge  of  the  People,  to  attempt  a  defcription  of  them, 
or  their  manners — but  it  and  Spa.  are  fo  well  known,  that  you 
cannot  have  much  trouble  in  finding  a  defcription  of  them  already 
written. 

As  far  as  my  obfervations  enabled  me  to  judge,  there  was  no* 
thing  in  the  German  chara&er  that  had  the  power  either  to  create 
'  intereft,  or  excite  great  attention. —They  are  rather  to  be  approved 
than  admired  ;  and,  wanting  thofe  prominent  features  that  fo  whim- 
fically  chequer  other  Nations  with  the  extremes  of  bad  and  good, 
majeftic  and  ridiculous,  afford  little  ibbjeft  to  the  traveller  for  the 
indulgence  of  fentimental  reflection,  or  to  the  philofopher  for  the 
exercife  of  moral  fpeculatioiu 
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Bidding  adieu  to  the  famous  city  of  AixrfejChar- 
■#eUe,  vrh}chf  very  tjfltraveflkr4ifc&,  J  -pttfifed  without  qdriaklbg  of 
'-1&  'haters,  4  pufoed  <bi>,  arid'iban  arrived  abtheoity.bf  jjulfei^ithe 
•capital  d£  a  fontchy  «f  *httt  name,  ibrtetoxniks irom lkijtf.  5Tche 
•^Country  itifelf  is  wonddrfiMy  ffuttfu^  teetoing  wkh  abunxferrce  ;pf 
^11  ibrtsofcorn,  wood!  prffttii^  wcad,, coal  ^and  rattle,;  above  aU, 
uatnoftrxcellelitnbfreed^(hdrfe8,  dfrw&ich  -great nuriibers  atoc«K- 
'pdrted. 

As  to  the  city,  though  a  capital,  there  tois  nothing  in  itttbrt 
I  thought  worth  attention — that  of  neatnefs  is  its  greateft  praife. 
It  is  not,  like  Liege,  overloaded  with  enormous  church  edifices ;  but, 
what  is  much  better,  the  People  are  opulent,  the  Poor  well  fup- 
plied,  and  all  happy.  In  all  likelihood,  this  is  owing  to  the 
inhabitants  being  a  mixture  of  Proteftant  and  Roman  Catholic ;  for, 
by  a  treaty  between  the  Eledbor  Palatine  and  the  Emperor  of  Bran- 
denburg, refpefting  the  fucceflion  of  the  territories  of  the  Duke  of 
-Cleves,  both  the  Lutherans  and  Calviniits  of  this  Dutchy,  and  of 

Berg, 


Pwg*  are  to  enjoy  the  public  jaercife  of  their  religion,  and  aQ 
pther  rehgjpus  rites. 

.  U  exppsienc?  woul4  allow  us  to  woofer  at  any  tbiagint^ 
pw^gemeat  ^f  the  Rulers  of  Nations,  it  ipuft  furcly  be  matter  of 
aftoniihmenV  $**  m  ***  article  of  fuch  confequence  as  eternity,, 
and  which  muft  be  directed  by  private  fentiments  alone,  fuch  vio- 
l^aeefhopjd  fyftpmaticaHy  be  offered  to  opinion,  and  that  Mankind 
Should  be  dragpwjed,  as  they  have  been  for  fo  many  weary  cen* 
tunes,  into  the  puefeffion  of  particular  modes  of  faith.  Combating 
opinion  by  force  is  fo  abford,  that  I  am  £^re  thofe  who  have  at- 
jpmpted  it,  never  could  flatter  themfelves  with  the  flighteft  hope* 
of  fuccefs.  It  is  therefore  clear,  that  it  was  in  motives  very  dif- 
ferent from  real  witfies  for  the  eternal  welfare  of  Man's  foul,  that 
religjk>us  perfection  originated.  Political  fined*  and  State  ftratagem 
are  the  parents  of  perfecution :  and  until  every  Constitution  is  clean 
purged  of  religious  prejudices;  it  muft  continue  to  be  clogged  with 
pb^ru&ioos,  and  involved  in  confufion.  If  it  be  pbjeded  that  certain 
c eligiotfs  feds  are  hoftik  to  certain  States,  it  may  be  ^nfwsred,  that 
they  are  fo  became  the  State  is  hofttte  to  them.  Ceafe  to  perfecute, 
tod  they  will  ceafe  to  be  hoilile — SuHdta  caufa  ullitur  effettus. 
It  is  folly*  broad  folly,  to  Aippo fe  that  there  are  in  any  particular 
religion,  feeds  of  hofUIity  to  government,  any  more  than  in  *ny 
particular  name*  eompkrion,  ftature,  or  colour  of  the  hair.  Put, 
fir  experiment*  aU  the  men  in  die  kingdom,  of  above  fiv*  feet  ten 
inches  heigtb*  *wk*  &&$  and  difquafifkaftiena*  (*nd  it  would  be 

full 
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foil  as  rational  as  any  other  tefts)---  and,  my  life f for  it,  thejr  wbu& 
become  hoftile,  and  very  juftly,  too;  for  there  is  no  principle* 
human  or  divine,  that  enforces  our  attachment  to  that  Government 
which  refufes  us  protettion,  much  lefs  to  that  which  Brands  us  #itH 
difqualifications,  and  ftigmatifes  us  with  unmerited  marks  of  infe- 
riority. 

The  States  of  this  Dutchy,  and  that  of  Berg,  confift  of  the  No- 
bility and  the  Deputies  of  the  four  chief  towns  of  each;  and  they 
lay  claim  to  great  privileges  in  their  Diets—but  they  are  fubjedl  to 
the  Ele&or  Palatine,  to  whom  they  annually  grant  a  certain  fum 
for  the  ordinary  charges  of  the  Government,  befides  another  which 
bears  the  name  of  a  free  gift. 

Some  Authors  fay  that  this  town  was  founded  by  Julius  ;  others 
deny  it;  the  difpute  has.,  run  high,  and  is  impoflible  to  be  deter- 
mined: fortunately,  however,  for  Mankind,  it  does  not  fignify  a 
ftraw  who  built  it;  nor  could  the  decifion  of  the  queftion  oniwer 
any  one  end  that  I  know,  of  inftruftion,  profit  or  entertainment. 
Parva  /eves  capiunt  animos.  Thofc  who  rack  their  brains,  or 
rather  their  heads,  for  brains  they  can  have  none,  with  fuch  finical 
impertinent  inquiries,  fhould  be  punifhed  with  mortification  and 
difappointment,  for  the  mifufe  of  their  time.  But  what  elfe  can 
they  do?  You  fay,  Why,  yes$  they  might  fit  idle,  and  refrain  from 
wafting  paper  with  fuch  execrable  fluff;  and  that  would  be  better. 
By  the  bye,  if  there  were  two  good  friends  in  every  library  in 
Europe,  licenfed  to  purge  it,  like  the  Barbar  and  Curate  in  Don 
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Quixotte,  of  all  its  ufelefs  and  mifchievous  fluff,  many,  many  (helves 
that  now  groan  under  heavy  weights  would  ftand  empty. 

Travelling  over  a  very  even  road,  and  a  country  extremely  flat, 
(for  from  Aix-la-Chapelle  I  met  with  but  one  hill),  I  arrived  at 
Cologne,  the  capital,  not  only  of  the  Archbifhopric  of  that  name, 
but  of  the  Circle  of  the  Lower  Rhine.  My  fpirits,  which  were  not- 
in  the  very  beft  tone,  were  not  at  all  raifed  on  entering  the  city, 
by  the  ringing  of  Church-bells,  of  all  tones  and  fizes,  in  every 
quarter.  Being  a  ftranger,  I  thought  it  had  been  a  rejoicing  day; 
but,  on  inquiry,  found  that  it  was  the  conftant  pra&ice.  Never, 
in  my  life,  had  I  heard  fuch  an  infernal  clatter:  never  before  had  I 
feen  any  thing  fo  gloomy  and  melancholy — the  ftreets  black — 
difmal  bells  tolling— bald-pated  Friars,  in  myriads,  trailing  their  long 
black  forms  through  the  ftreets,  molding  their  faces  into  every 
fhape  that  art  had  enabled  them  to  affume,  in  order  to  excite  com- 
miferation,  and  begging  alms  with  a  melancholy  fong  calculated 
for  the  purpofe,  fomewhat  like  that  of  our  blind  beggars  in  Lon- 
don, and  productive  of  the  fame  difagreeable  effedt  upon  the  fpirits. 
In  fhort,  I  was  not  an  hour  in  Cologne,  when  thofe  circumftance4s, 
confpiring  with  the  infuperable  melancholy  of  my  mind,  made  me 
wifh  myfelf  out  of  it. 

Neverthelefs,  Cologne  is  a  fine  city;  and  if  it  be  any  fatisfa&ion 
to  you  to  fpin  thofe  fine  imaginary  ligaments  that,  in  the  brain  q£ 
the  book-worm,  connedt  the  ancient  and  modern .  world,  I  wilf 
inform  you,  that  it  was  anciently  called  Colonia  Agrippina>  becaufe 
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with  a  Rppwn  etfmy*  te^fe  fc  MW  **W  birtl^plaifC.  T^ffind^ 
for«pc}t»ek  talhft  p^rio4>  ?Ad  <pont?rnp^tiftg  tfce  snifchfcfc  ^f  that 
ropnftfi?  Ne*Q*  tf»no$  h|?lp  wiping  tfot  Cojogije  h^i  bq&Q  burnt 
tjbft  iugbt  ef  her  births  apd  Mifc  4g?,i?pi»a  bur^d  in  the  ruins,, 
ere  (he  ba^  lived  tft  give  fcfr  tfc  te  tfet  fcwrg?  of  tfye  workj. 

Although  the  eil^hlifhj^  r^ligigoa  here  be  t^  Roipaq  C^tho^ 
cxtraordwi^y  *s  it  v#y  appear*  th?y  axe  very  jeajous  of  po^fer  i 
4nd  tljough  the  Efe#qr»  by  his  officers,  adsgiipifters  jy/tice  in  all 
criminal  caufes,  they  wiU  not  permit  hinjA  in,  pfribn,  to  reiiijde  ^bove 
three  days  at  a  time  kt  the  city,  nor  to  bring  ?  gr?a1|  train  yfitji 
him  when  he  vifits  it;  for  this,  rea&n,  foe  commonly  r^fides  at 
gonne. 

Cologne  has  a  very  confidence  tr^Je,  particularly  in  Rheaiih 
wine;  and  its  gin  is  reckoned  the  heft  in  the  worlds  and.  bea*s  a 
Itigher  price  than  any  other  in  all  the  Nations  of  Europe. 

Like  aU  great  Roman  CathoHc  cities,  it  has  a  profufion  of  chur- 
ches, erodes,  miracles,  faints,  and  church  trinkets;  and  I  really 
think  it  has  more  fteeples  and  bells  than  any  two  cities  in  Germany. 
As  Liege  was  called  the  Paradife  of  Priefts,  this  ought  to  be  called, 
the  Golgotha  of  Skulls  and  Skull-caps.  In  the  church  of  Saint  Ur- 
sula, they  fhew,  or  pretend  at  lead  to  fhew,  the  bones  of  eleven 
thoufand  Virgin  Martyrs.  The  fkulls  of  fome  of  thpfe  imaginary 
^Virguis  are  in  filver  cafes,  and  others  in  fkull-caps,  of  cloth,  of 
-gold,  and  velvet.    And  in  the  church  of  Saint  Gjerion,  are  no  lefe 
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&ah  hafe  Iwhdted  IWads  of  Mooriflk  Csfalier^  of  the  artiiy  of  the 
Empet&r  Ccmsf  AtoTiitEi  (previous  to  that  Saint's  converfioii  t* 
ChKftiattlty),  *fft>  they  fey  Was  bfehefcted  ft*  reftifihg  td  lkerificfe 
to  idols  i  by  thfe  byte,  the  PdpHh  Divines  bum,  ihftfead  ofbeheaditi£> 
fer  not  facrificirig  to  idote--- Bvtery  tone  of  thofe  Keacte*  however* 
has  st  cap  of  fcarlet*  addhied  With  pfearls.  The  tf hole  forms  a  fpfce- 
taele,  ho  doubt,  equdily  agtefcable  and  edifying.  It  ftruek  me* 
however  as  an  fcxtrtthely  ludicrous  fight*  ifaalgrt  the  folemhity 
of  fo  maiijr  death's  heads:  arid  wh6ri  thfcif-  ftoiy  #as  recounted,  J 
could  not  help  internally  thudding*  and  feying  (rather  puriningly,  to 
fee  fure);  a  Ah !  what  bkekbeads  ye  mtift  have  been,  to  fufier  your- 
ftlves  to  fee  ftparated  ftotii  jrour  ftrog  warm  bodies,  rather  thari 
drop  dawii  and  \frorffiip  art  idol*  irt  which  fo  thariy  good  Chrift&n 
DMnfes  havtt  fltewn  yotr  an  txaxtipfcl"  This,  you  vrill  conclude,  I 
faid  to  myfelf :  an  avo tad  of  my  fehthncnts  in  that  place  might  havi 
^iteh  thy  head  a  tftle  td  a  fcarlet  cap  and  pearf*;  and  a*  I  tad  fome 
further  ufe  lb*  it,  I  did  riot  think  it  expedient  to  leave  it  behind 
fcie  hi  thd  C&t!fchof9aitttGt:ftio*---fo,  very  prudently,  kept  my 
tirin J  «>  myft ft 

Coming  out  of  the  Church,  a  multitude  of  beggltt,  stfl  in  ca- 
nonicals, or  ftudent's  habits,  furrounded,  befeeching  me  for  alms — 
one,  pour  l'amour  de  Dieuj  another,  pour  l'amour  de  la  Sainte 
Vierge;  a  third,  pour  le  falut  de  notre  Redemptcurj  a  fourth, 
pour  l'amour  de  Saint  Gerion;  and  fo  on! 
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When  I  had  gone  as  far  as  I  wifhedin  donations,  another  attacked 
me:  though  I  told  him  my  charity-bank  was  exhaufted,  he  perfe- 
vered,  and  was  uncommonly  folicitous — till  at  length,  having  ex- 
haufted the  whole  catalogue  of  Saints  that  are  to  be  found  in  the 
Calendar,  he  raifed  his  voice  from  the  miferable  whine  of  petition, 
and  exclaimed  with  great  energy,  "  Par  les  neuf  cent  tetes.des 
Cavaliers  Maures  qui  font  fandtifies  au  Ciel,  je  vous  conjure  de  me 
faire  Taumone!"  This  was  too  formidable  an  appeal  to  be 
flighted;  and  fo,  in  homage  to  the  ikulls  and  red  caps,  I  put  my 
hand  in  my  pocket,  and  flopped  his  clamours. 

Thofe  miferable  modes  of  peculation  are  the  moft  pardonable 
of  any  produced  by  the  Church:  we  have  no  right  to  regret  a  trifle 
facrificed  at  the  fhririe  of  companion,  even  when  that  companion 
is  miftaken;  but  our  reafon  revolts  at  impofition,  when  it  calls 
coercion  to  its  aid,  and  aflumes  the  name  of  right. 

Without  any  national  predilection,  which  you  know  I  am 
above,  I  think  our  Church  affairs  in  Scotland  are  arranged  upon  a 
better  fyftem  than  any  other  that  I  know  of:  hence  their  Clergy 
are  iji  general  examples  worthy  of  imitation,  for  learning,  piety, 
and  moral  conduit* 
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L/aboured  inveftigations  to  eftabliih  connexions  be- 
tween thehiftory  of  the  ancient  and  bufinefs  of  the  modern  worlds 
and  virulent  difputes  about  trifles  of  antiquity,  fuch  as  in  what  year 
this  place  was  built,  or  that  great  man  was  born,  when  and  where 
Julius  Casar  landed  in  England,  whether  he  paffed  this  road 
or  that,  what  route  Hannibal  took  over  the  Alps,  and  fuch  like, 
are  fo  cflentially  uninterefting,  ufelefs  and  unimportant,  fo  unpro- 
fitable, and,  one  would  think,  fo  painful  too,  that  it  is  wonderful 
how  fo  jnany  men  of  great  learning  have  been  unwife  enough  to 
employ  their  lives  in  the  refearch. 

It  does  not  follow,  however,  that  when  information  that  tends  to 
recall  to  our  minds,  the  great  men  of  antiquity  is  prefented  to  us,  we 
fliould  reject  it.  A  man  of  claflical  tafte  and  education  feels  a  de- 
light in  thofe  little  memorials  of  what  gave  him  pleafure  in  his 
youth,  I  know  a  Gentleman,  who,  being  at  Seville,  in  Spain,  tra- 
velled to  Cordova,  for  no  other  purpofe  but  to  fee  the  town  where 
Luc  an  and  Seneca  were  born:  and  I  dare  fay,  that  if  you  were 
at  Cologne,  you  would  be  much  pleafed  to  fee  the  Town-houfe,  a 
great  Gothic  building,  which  contains  a  variety  of  ancient  infcrip- 
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tions;  the  firft  to  commemorate  the  kindnefs  of  Julius  CjEsar  to 
the  Ubii,  who  inhabited  this  place,  and  of  whom  you  have  found 
mention  made  by  him  in  his  Commentaries,  and  alfo  his  building, 
two  wooden  bridges  over  the  Rhine:  a  fecond  commemorates  Au- 
gustus fending  a  colony  here.  There  is  alfo  a  crofs-bow  of 
whalebone,  twelve  feet  long,  eight  broad,  and  four  inches  thick, 
which  they  who  fpettk  of  it  conje&ur©  to  have  Mdngfed  to  the 
Emperor  Maximin's*  There  are  alfo  fame  Raman  inscriptions 
in  the  arfcnal*  the  import  erf  which  I  now  forget. 

It  is  very  extraordinary,  but  certainly  a  faft,  that  there  arc*  about 
Cologne,  families  yet  exifting,  who  indulge  the  feoibleft  ambitioh 
of  pretending  to  be  defcended  from  the  ancient  Romans,  and  who 
a&ually  produce  their  genealogies,  carried  down  froiii  the  ffoft  time 
this  city  was  made  a  colony  of  the  Roman  Empire.  Of  all  kind* 
of  vanity,  this  is  perhaps  the  moft  extravagant:  for,  if  antiquity 
merely  be  the  objeft,  all  are  equally  highr  fince  ail  muft  hari  oris 
ginated  from  the  fame  flock;  and  if  it  be  the  pride  of  belonghig  to 
a  particular  family  who  were  diftinguifhod  for  valour  ot  viitucj  a 
claim  which  ofteft  otely  ftnres  to  pore  the  degeneracy  of  the 
claimant,  it  could  not  apply  in  the  cafe  of  a  whole  Peopld :  but  thife 
is  among  the  frailties  of  huniajiify;  and  \Vc  are  often  fo  daferled 
with  the  fpiendour  of  totfreftrial  glory,  that  we  endeaftmr  t<s>  be 
afiied  to  it  even  by  the  moft  remote  artd  ridiculous  o6nhe£t«»jt&  .  I 
heard  of  a  main,  whofe  pride  and  boaft,  ifflnci*  drank*  was/y  that 
Dean  SwrFT  had  once  thrown  hie  mother >  oyRors  ((fee  *ra*  an 
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oyftcrr wench)  about  the  ftreet,  and  then  gave  her  half  a  crow?)  as 
an  ajoqemfnt  for  the  injury.  Qn  the  ftrength  of  this  affinity  did  he 
call  the  Dean  nothing  but  Coufin  Jonathan*  though  the  Dean  was 
dead  before  he  was  born! 

But  of  all  (he  {lories  I  have  evqr  heard  as  illustrative  of  thjt* 
ftrange  ambition,,  that  which  the  late  Lord  At* son  has  left  us  is  the 
moft  ftriiipg.  When  that  grestf:  man  was  travelling  in  the  Eaft,  he 
hired  *  vefiel  to  vifit  the  iflajid  of  Tenedos:  his  pilot,  a  modern 
Greek,  pointing  to  a  bay  as  they  failed  along,  exclaimed  in,  great 
triwph>  "  There,  ay,  there  it  was  that  ow  fleet  lay."-—"  What 
fleet?"  interrogated  Anson—-"  Why,  our  Grecian  fleet,  at  the 
fijpge  of  Troy,"  returned  the  pilot. 

While  thofe  doughty  defcendants  of  the  ancient  Romajis  in* 
dulge  the  cheerlefs  idea  of  their  great  and  illuftrious  line  of  ancient 
anceftry,  die  Prince  who  rules  them  felicitates  himfetf  with  the 
more  fubftantial  dignities  and  emoluments  of  his  rnodern  offices.  As 
Eledtor  and  Archbishop  of  Cologne,  he  has  doi^inion  over  a  large, 
fruitful  and  opulent  country:  he  is  the  moft  powerful  of  the  eo 
clefiaftical  Ele^ors :  he  has.  many  Suffragan  Princes,  lay  and  fpi- 
ritual,  under  him ;  and  he  is  Archchancellor  of  the  Holy  Roman 
Empire.  The  revenues:  of  his  Archbishopric  amount  annually  to 
one  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds  fterhng;  and  as  EledtQr, 
he  is  poflefled  of  fevcral  other  great  benefices.  I  prefume,  becaufe 
he  is  a  Prince,,  that  he  is  a  man  of  fenfe;  and,  I  will  venture  to 
fay,  that,  as  fiich,  he  would  not  barter  tliQfe  good  things  for  the 

power 


(      112     ) 

power  to  demonftrate  that  Lucretia  was  his  aunt,  Brutus  his 
grandfather,  and  the   great  Julius  Cjesar  himfelf  his  coufin- 

german. 

Christ  chofe  his  difciples  out  of  fifhermen.  The  Chapter  of 
Cologne  is,  perhaps,  on  the  contrary,  the  very  mod  Ariftocratic 
body  exifting,  being  compofed  of  forty  Canons,  who  are  Princes 
or  Counts  of  the  Empire — Of  thofe,  twenty-five  choofe  the 
Archbiftiop,  and  may  advance  one  of  their  own  body  to  that 
great  and  wealthy  dignity,  if  they  pleafe. 

From  Cologne  I  proceeded  to  the  town  of  Bonne,  which  is 
faid  to  take  its  name  from  the  pleafantnefs  of  its  fituation. 
Here  the  Ele&or  refides,  and  has  a  very  fine  palace.  The  coun- 
try around  is  extremely  fruitful  and  pleafant,  and  is  blefled  with 
moil  of  the  good  things  which  render  the  Rich  magnificent  and 
happy,  and  remind  the  Poor  of  their  inferiority  and  wretchednefs — 
particularly  wine,  which  is  here  remarkably  excellent.  It  con- 
tains Churches,  Priefts,  Convents,  Cloifters,  &c. ;  but  I  need  not 
mention  them — what  place  could  exift  without  them? 

I  fhould  not  forget  to  tell  you,  that,  at  this  place,  Julius 
C^sar  built  one  of  his  bridges  acrofs  the  Rhine — works  which 
would  have  handed  down  to  pofterity  the  name  of  a  common  man, 
for  the  magnitude  of  the  ftru&ure  and  ingenuity  of  the  contrivance, 
but  are  loft  in  the  crowd  of  aftonifhing  talents  which  diflinguifhed 
that  brighteft  of  mortals.  The  greateft  Biographer  of  Antiquity 
lays  of  him,  that  he  was  as  great  a  General  as  Hannibal,  as 
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great  an  Orator  as  Cicero,  anda9  great  a  Politician  as  Affou^f  us ; 
but  it  might  be  added,  that  he  was  among  the  firft  Poets  of  hk 
day— -that  he  was  of  the  firft  mechanical  geaius>  aftd  the  fifleft 
gentleman*  in  Rome. 

Nature  feeraff  to  have  formed,  in  Cje's  ar,  a  compendious  union 
of  all  human  talents,  as  if  to*  demdflifa&te  how  unavailing  they  were 
when  eppofed  to  ftrkft  rigid  honefty  and  virtue  in  the  chara&cr  of 

To  gp  fixuo*  Bonne:  to  Frankfort*  itere  are  two  ways~-osie 
9?er  the- mountains  of  Wetterama*  the  other  up  the  river  Rhine* 
I  made  no  hefitatian:  to  adopt  the  latter,  and  was:  rewarded;  for  my 
Choice  with,  the  view  of  as  fine  a  country,  inhabited  by  as  fine  a 
racaof  People,,  ax, I  had:  even  fceiu  Valley  &  filled  with  herd*,-  plains 
eaamelkd;witfc:  corn-fields;*  andrtfte  hills  covered-  with  vineyard 
reg»l^iiie:eye^andxoiiweyed  ttfthe  mind-all  the  fdkitating-ideas 
6f.  plfenty,  natural  opulence^  afld- true  ptotyerity.  My  ansriety, 
however*  to  gc&fbrward,*  and!  difehgage  riiyfetf*  from  a  fpeckk  of 
folitude  in  a  country  where,  though  travelling  is  cheap,  accommo- 
dations of  moft  kinds  in  the  public  houfes  are  bad,  induced  me  to 
pufh  on,  without  taking  the  time  neceffary  for  making  accurate  ob- 
fervations  on  the  country  as  I  pafled -,  fo  that,  gliding,  as  it  were, 
imperceptibly,  through  a  number  of  towns,  of  which  I  recolledt 
nothing  diftindly  but  the  names  of  Coblentz  and  Mentz,  I  arrived 
at  the  great,  free  and  imperial  city  of  Frankfort  on  the  Maine. 
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Here  I  fhall  flop,  for  a  fhort  time,  my  relation,  in  order  to  give 
you  time  for  juft  reflection  and  examination  of  what  I  have  already 
written :  and  as,  in  the  latter  part  of  it,  I  have  fkkrimed  very 
lightly  over  the  country,  I  defire  that  you  will  fupply  the  defi- 
ciency of  my  information  by  clofe  refearch  in  books  j  inform  your- 
felf  of  the  great  outlines  of  the  Germanic  Conftitution ;  look  back 
to  its  origin,  its  progrefs,  and  its  eftablifhment ;  thence  proceed  to 
the  diflindt  parts,  or  inferior  States,  of  which  it  is  compofed ;  pon- 
der them  all  well ;  and  from  thofe  draw  your  own  inferences,  and 
let  me  hear  what  they  are  with  freedom:  fhould  they  be  wrong, 
I  will  endeavour  to  fpt  them  right ;  but  fhould  they  be  right,  they 
will  afford  me  the  moil  lively  fatisfa&ion ;  for  they  will  ferve  to 
correct  one  of  the  greateft  errors  under  which  youth  labours — an 
overweening,  fanguine  imagination,  that  things  in  this  life  are,  of  at 
leaft  can  be  modelled  into  perfe&ioft ;  whereas  experience^  and  a  juft 
obfervation  of  the  hiftory  of  Mankind,  will  fhew,  that  on  this  ball 
things  will  never  he  as  they  ought*  but  muft  remain  as  they  are — 
imperfedt^ 
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Tile  country  about  Frankfort  is  delightful,  rich  and 
fruitful,  and  watereckby  the  beautiful  river  Maine,  which  divides 
the  city  into  two  parts,  that  on  the  North  being  called  Frankfort,, 
and  that  on  the  South,  Saxenhaufen,  from  the  Saxons,  who  are  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  the  founders  of  it.  The,  city  itfelf  is  large, 
populous  and  rich,  and  diftinguifhed  for  being  the  place  where  the 
Emperor  and  King  of  the  Romans  is  ele&ed — though,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  Charlemagne,  Cologne  has  a  fuperior  claim  to 
that  honour.  The  Magiftrates,  and  great  part  of  the  inhabitants, 
are  Lutherans  or  Calvinifts ;  notwithstanding  which,  moft  of  the 
Churches  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Roman  Catholics — a  laudable 
inftance  of  the  true  tolerant  fpirit  of  a  wife  and  virtuous  infti- 
tution,  and  a  heavy  reflection  upon,  as  well  as  a  noble  example  to 
the  PopHh  Powers  of  Europe. 

The  territory  belonging  to  Frankfort  is  of  very  confiderable 
extent;  and  the.  trade  carried  on  through  it,  by  means  of  the 
rivers  Rhine  and  Mayne*  of  very  great  importance,  not  only  to 
the  country  itfelf,  but  to  other  commercial  nations,  and  particularly 
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to  Great  Britain,  whofe  manufactures  are  fent  to  Frankfort,  and 
thence  circulated  through  the  Continent,  in  amazing  quantities. 

The  fairs  of  Frankfort  are  talked  of  all  over  Europe — of  fuch 
importance  are  they  in  the  world  of  commerce.  They  are  held,  one 
at  Eafter,  and  another  in  September,  and  continue  for  three  weeks, 
during  which  time  the  refort  of  people  there  from  all  quarters  is 
aflonifhing.  Every  thing  is  done  by  the  Government  to  render 
them  as  attractive  to  Merchants  as  poffible ;  and  the,  taxes  or  duties 
are  extremely  low~-a  bale  of  the  value  of  tew  or  twenty  tboufand 
crowns  paying  duty  only  about  ten  or  eleven  pence,  of  onr  mc*iey< 
All  commodities  from  all  parts,  of  the  world  ace  fold  there,  j  aad 
circulated  through  the  Empire;  but,  particularly,,  books  are  fold  in 
prodigious  quantities.  After  the  fairs  are  over,  the  /hops  of  the 
foreign  Merchants  are  (hut  up,  and  their  names  writtea  over  their 
doors. 

To  give  an  idea  of  the  great  importance  thefe  fairs,  are  to  com* 
merce,  I  need  only  mention,  that  in  the  prefent.war*  As 
impediments  thrown  by  the  French  in  the  way  of  the  tranfit 
of  goods  up  the  Rhine,  and-  the  (hutting  up  thatiaiu,  g»ve  a 
moft  alarming  paralyfis  to  the  manufa<fturing  efhblifluoie/its  of 
England,  and  a  (hock  to  public  credit  in  confequence,.  that  would* 
but  for  the  timely  interference  of  Parliament,  have,  in  all  pro- 
bability, been  fatal  to  the  natienalcredit. 

Frankfort  is  in  many  refpe&fr  a  plea&nt  placer  the  Merchant* 
are  extremely  convivial  and  fociable,  and  form  clubs,  wfafire*  they 
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meet  to  drink  tea  and  coffee,  and  play  at  cards.  There  is  a  play- 
houfe  alfo,  a  great  number  of  coffee-houfes,  and  other  houfes  of 
entertainment  in  abundance.  The  country  around  is  covered  with 
woods  and  vineyahfc;  and  the  circumjacent  villages  are  very  plea* 
fant,  and  well  fuppfied  with  houfcs  of  entertainment,  to  which 
the  inhabitants  of  &e  city  refort  in  the  Summer  ieafon;  and  the 
imttih  Frdrikfort  are  excellent. 

A  fingiifer  euftom  prevails  here,  which  I  think  worth  mention- 
inj^  r1  Taverns  are  derated  by  pine-trees  planted  before  the  doors 
of  W?em  j  and  the  different  prices  of  the  wines  in  their  cellars  are 
marfbedPin  ciphers  on  the  tfoor-prifls. 

.  Iri  the  towh  fiere  is  prefentied'  the  Original  ■  Gblderi  Bull;  or 
Pope's*  Authority,-  which  contains  the  rules  and*  orders  to  be  ob- 
ferved  -at  the  de&ion*  of  the  Empdrors.  Thtt  Golden  Butt  is  never 
ihewri  tb  ftrangers^but  in  the  prefence  of  two  of  the  Council  'arid 
the  Secretary— i-It  is  a  little  manufcript  in  quarto,  confiftlngiof  forty-H 
two  leaves  of  parchment,  with  a  gold  feal  of  three  inches  diarac 
ter,  of  the  value  of  twenty  duckets,  hung;  to*  it  bf  a  cord  of  yellow 
filk.-  It  is  find  to  be  written  in  Latin  and  Gothic  characters,  with- 
out diphthongs;  arid  kept  iri  a  black  box,  together  with  t\fc>  wtitten 
trahflations  of  it  iiito  the  Gerrhkft  language* 

It  is  faid  of  Frankfort*  that  the  Roitfan  Catholics  poffefs  the 
churches,  the  Lutherans  the  dignities,  and'tfe*  Calviriiftethe  rithes- 
It  is  therefore  one  of  the  few  placds  in  ChriftfeIidom,  where  tHie 
chtirehes  and  the  rfches  do-  not  go  into  thte  feme  hands. 
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From;  Frariltfort  to  Augiburgh,  I  paffed,  through  a  number  of 
towns*  all  of  them  fo  very  inconfidej-able  as  not- to  merits  any  par- 
ticular riefcriptio'n.  The  way  lies  from  the  "PaUpjtagte  through  the 
Circle  .of  Suabia.  In  the  extreme  end  of-tfee.  Palatinate,  and  im- 
mediately before  entering  the  Dutshy  of  Wirtembergi  the  country 
is  covered  with  fir-trees;  and  money  is  fo  fcarce  jn  it,  that  a  loaf 
of  wheaten  bread,  weighing  eight  pounds,  coils  but  1 79  p?n£e. 

The  *  city  of  Augfburgh  is  the  capital  of  a  Biflhoprio  of  •  that 
name  in  the  Circle  of  Suabia,  and  is  worthy  of  the  attention-,  of  the 
ckffical  traveller  for  its  antiquity.  About  twelve  years  before  p he 
birth  of  Christ,  Augustus  Cjbsar  fubdued  all  this  country, 
and*  on  the  place  where  Augfburgh  now  ftands,  formed  a  colony, 
gave  the  town  the  name  of  Augufta  Vindelicorum,  and  put  it  undjer 
the  government  of  Drusus,  the  brother  of  Tiberius,  afterwards 
Emperor  of  Rome.  The  inhabitants  of  this  place  were  the  Vindelic, 
a  branch  of  the  Illyrians.  But,  ancient  though  it  be,  it  has  little 
more  of  antiquity  to  entitle  it  to  notice  than  the  bare  name ;  for  it 
has  been  pillaged  fo  often,  particularly  by  that  monfler  Attila, 
that  there  are  fcarcely  any  remains  of  its  antiquity  to  be  found. 

Augfburgh  is  now,  however,  a  handfome  city — the-  public 
buildings  in  general  magnificent,  and  adorned  with  fountains,  water 
engines  of  a  curious  conftrudtion,  and  ftatues. 

The  moft  rich  and  fplendid  part  of  the  town  belongs  to  a 
family  of  the  name  of  Fuogers  (originally  defcended  from  a 
weaver),  who  enriched  themfelves  by  commerce,  and  one  of  whom 
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rendered  not  only  himfelf,  but  the  whole  family,  confpiovus,  by 
entertaining  the  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth  in  a  fuperb  manner, 
and  Supplying  him  with  money,  and  then  throwing  his  bond  into 
the  fire ;  in  return  for  which,  the  Emperor  made  him  a  Count  of 
the  Empire. 

This  city  is  remarkable  for  goldfmiths*  ware ;  and  Its  mecha- 
nics are  equal  to  any  in  the  world,  for  works  in  gold,  ivory,  clocks, 
and  time-pieces ;  and  they  engrave  better  than  any  people  in  Ger- 
many, which  brings  them  confiderable  profits.  But  what  they 
are,  above  all  other  people,  eminent  for,  is  the  manufacturing 
Steel-chains  fo  prodigioufly  fine,  that  when  one  of  them,  of  a  fpan 
in  length,  has  been  put  about  the  neck  of  a  flea,  it  lifts  up  the 
whole  of  it  as  it  leaps ;  and  yet  thofe  are  fold  for  lefs  than  a  {hil- 
ling of  our  money  a  piece . 

Controversy,  and  difference  in  religious  opinions,  which  has 
almofl,  ever  fince  the  commencement  of  Christianity,  difgraced 
the  human  understanding,  and  defaced  fociety,  impofes  upon  the 
liberal,  well-thinking  traveller,  the  office  of  fatirift  but  too  often. 
Augfburgh,  however,  is  a  fplendid  exception,  and  holds  up  a  moft 
glorious  fpe&acle  of  manly  fenfe,  generous  fentiment,  juSiice,  and 
I  will  fay  policy  too,  vanquishing  that  Shark-jawed  enemy  of  Man- 
kind,  bigotry.  The  Magistracy  of  Augfburgh  is  compofed  of 
about  an  equainumber  of  PrateStants  and  Roman  Catholics~-their 
Senate  confifHng  of  twenty-three  Roman  Catholics  and.  twenty-two 
Lutherans,  and  their  Common  Council  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  of 
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each :  The  executive  power  is  lodged  in  the  Senate— the  legisla- 
tive authority  in  both  bodies.  But,  what  is  hardly  to  be  found 
3ny  where,  they  all,  as  well  as  the  People,  agree  together  in  the 
rppft  perfect  harmony,  not  withfeofding  the  difference  of  religion  y 
and  at  all  tables  but  the  Communion  table,  they  affociate  together* 
dip  in  the  fame  difh,  and  drink  of  the  fame  cup>  as  if  they  hjtd  never 
heard  of  the  odious  diiHndion  of  Papifl  and  Prot^ftapt,  but  as  being; 
bpyadito  each  other  by  the  great  and  irrefragable  bond  ofhup^ 
«ity  :  feljpw-creatures,  affe&edby  the  fSune  fpelmgs,  impelled*  by; 
the  fame  paffions,  labouring  under  the  fame  neceffities,  and  heaps, 
to  the  fap>e  fufferings,  their  means  of  affuaging  the  one,  gratifying 
or  refiftipg  another,  and  fupplying  the  third,  a^e  tfre  fame,thqpgh 
chequered  and  varied  a  little  in  tfce  mode — the  road  alpne:  difn 
ferent,  the  ends  alike.  Is  it  not  cruel,  then— -is  it,  not  intolerable, 
that  the  qalamaties  infeparable  from  humanity  fhould  be  aggravated 
with  artificial  flings,  and  the  nakednefs  of  human  nature  cxpofed, 
and  rendered  more  offenfive,  by  factitious  calamities  of  huipaQLcqn-» 
trivance?  Curfedwere  thofe  whp.firftfQn^ent^^thofftdifputffe.ancl 
caft  thofe  apples  of  difcord  through  the  wo{ld<;  blind .  were,  they 
who  firft  were  feduced  from  the  paths  of  pwee  by.  them  j  and-  more 
curfed,  and  more  blind,  muft  they  be,  who,  ip.thi?  time  of  intoU 
led  and  illumination,  continue,  on  the  one  haad,  to  keep  up  aifyfc 
temfo  wicked  and  fo  deteftabic,  or,  on. the  other,  to  fuhmitto 
error  at  once  fo  foolifh  and  fo  fatal. 
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roR  the  reafons  mentioned  in  my  laft,  Augfburgh  is 
a  moft  agreeable  place  to  live  in.  Touched  with  the  fenfations 
natural  to  a  man  who  loved  to  fee  his  fellow-creatures  happy,  my 
heart  expanded  to  a  fyftem  of  peace  and  harmony,  comprehending 
the  whole  globe :  my  mind  expatiated  involuntarily  on  the  bleffings 
and  advantages  derived  from  fuch  a  fyftem  ;  and,  taking  flight  from 
the  bounds  of  practicability,  to  which  our  feeble  nature  is  pinned 
on  this  earth,  into  the  regions  of  fancy,  had  reared  a  fabric  of  Uto- 
pian mold,  which,  I  verily  believe,  exceeded  in  extravagance  the 
works  of  all  the  Utopian  architects  that  ever  conftrudted  caftles  in 
the  air. 

Hurried  on  by  this  delightful  vifion,  my  perfon  paid  an  invo- 
luntary obedience  to  my  mind ;  and  the  quicknefs  of  my  pace  in- 
creafing  with  the  impetuofity  of  my  thoughts,  I  found  myfelf, 
before  I  was  aware  of  it,  within  the  Chapel-door  of  the  Convent 
of  the  Carmelites.  Observing  my  error,  I  fuddenly  turned  about, 
in  order  to  depart,  when  a  Friar,  a  goodly  perfon  of  a  man,  elderly, 
and  of  a  benign  afpeft,  called  me,  and,  advancing  towards  me, 
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afked,  in  terms  of  politenefs,  and  in  the  French  language,  why 
I  was  retreating  fo  abruptly — I  was  confiifed :  but  truth  is  the 
enemy  before  whom  confufion  ever  flies ;  and  I  told  him  the  whole 
of  my  miflake,  and  the  thoughts  from  which  they  arofe. 

The  good  father,  waving  further  difcourfe  on  the  fubj6&,  but 
with  a  fmile  which  I  thought  carried  a  mixture  of  benevolence  for 
myfelf,  and  contempt  for  my  ideas,  brought  me  through  the 
Church,  and  {hewed  me  all  the  curiofities  of  the  place,  and  par- 
ticularly pointed  out  to  me,  as  a  great  curiofity,  a  fun-dial  made  in 
the  form  of  a  Madonna,  the  head  enriched  with  rays  and  ftars,  and 
in  the  hand  a  fceptre  which  marked  the  hours. 

Quitting  the  Chapel,  and  going  towards  the  Refedtory,  the  Friar 
flood,  and,  looking  at  me  with  a  fmile  of  gaiety,  fafd,  "  I  have  yet 
fomething  to  (hew  you,  which,  while  Lady  Madonna  marks  the 
time,  will  help  us  to  pafs  it ;  and,  as  it  will  make  its  way  with 
more  force  and  fubtlety  to  your  fenfesthan  thofe  I  have  yet  fhewn 
you,  will  be  likely  to  be  longer  retained  in  remembrance." 

He  fpoke  a  few  wojfds  in  German,  which  of  courfe  I  did  not 
underftand,  to  avifion  bearing  the  fhape  of  a  human  creature,  who* 
I  jmderftood,  was  a  lay-brother ;  and,  turning  down  a  long  alley* 
brought  me  to  his  cell,  where  we  Were  foon  followed  by  the 
aforefaid  lay-brother,  with  a  large  earthen  jug  of  liquor,  two 
glafles,  and  a  plate  with  fome  delicately  white  bifcuit. 

44  You  muft  know,"  faid  the  Friar,  u  that  the  Convent  of  Car- 
melites at  Augfburgh  has  for  ages  been  famed  for  beer  unequalled 
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in  any  part  of  the  world ;  and  I  have  brought  you  here  to  have 
jour  opinion— for,  being  an  Englifhman,  you  muft  be  a  judge, 
the  Britons  being  famed  for  luxury,  and  a  pcrfeft  knowledge  of 
the  fcavoir  vvore"  He  poured  out,  and  drank  to  me :  it  looked 
liker  the  cleareft  Champaigne  than  beer — I  never  tailed  any  thing 
to  equal  it ;  and  he  feemed  highly  gratified  by  my  expreflions  of 
praife,  which  I  lavifhed  upon  it,  as  well  from  politenefs,  as  regard 
to  truth. 

After  we  had  drank  a  glafs  each,  "  I  have  been  refle&ing,'' 
faid  the  Friar,  u  on  the  lingular  flight  of  fancy  that  dire&ed  your 
fteps  into  this  Convent-— Your  mind  was  difeafed,  my  fon  !  and  a 
propitious  fuperintending  Power  has  guided  your  fteps  to  a  phy- 
fician,  if  you  will  but  have  the  goodnefs  to  take  the  medicine  he 
offers." 

I  flared  with  vifible  marks  of  aftonifhment. 

"  You  are  furprifed,"  continued  he;  cc  but  you  fhall  hear  ! 
When  firfl  you  diiclofed  to  me  thofe  fickly  flights  of  your  mind,  I 
could  on  the  inftant  have  anfwered  them :  but  you  arc  young— 
you  are  an  Englishman — two  charafters  impatient  of  reproof? 
the  dogmas  of  a  Prieft,  I  thought  therefore,  would  be  Efficiently 
difficult  to  be  digefted  of  themfelves,  without  any  additional  diftaftc 
caught  from  the  chilling  aufterity  of  a  Chapel." 

I  looked  unintentionally  at  the  earthen  jug,  and  fmiled. 

"  It  is  very  true,"  faid  he,  catching  my  very  inmoft  thoughts 
from  the  expreflion  of  my  countenance — €i  it  is  very  true !  good 
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do&rine  may,  at  certain  times,  and  with  certain  perfons,  be  more 
effectually  enforced  under  the  cheering  influence  of  the  focial  board, 
than  by  the  authoritative  declamation  and  formal  fan&ity  of  the 
pulpit;  nor  am  I,  though  a  Carmelite,  one  of  thofe  who  pretend  to 
think,  that  a  thing  in  itfelf  good,  can  be  made  bad  by  decent  hila- 
rity, and  the  animation  produced  by  a  moderate  and  wife  ufe  of  the 
goods  of  this  earth," 

I  was  aftonifhed — 

"  You  fell  into  a  reverie,"  continued  he,  "  produced  by  a  con- 
templation of  the  happinefs  of  a  fociety  exifting  without  any  differ- 
ence, arid  where  no  human  breath  (hould  be  wafted  on  a  figh,  no 
ear  tortured  with  a  groan,  no  tears  to  trickle,  no  griefs  or  calamities 
to  wring  the  heart." 

"  Yes,  father!"  faid  I,  catching  the  idea  with  my  former 
enthufiafmj  "  that  would  be  my  wifh— that  my  greateft,  firft 
defire." 

"  Then  feeft  thou,"  interrupted  Jie,  "  the  extent  of  thy  with* 
fuppofe  you  could  realize  it,  which,  thank  God  !  you  cannot." 

"  What!,  thank  God  that  I  cannot?  are  thefe  your  thoughts?" 

"  Yes,  my  fonj  and  ere  Madonna  marks  the  progrefs  often 
minutes  with  her  fceptrc,  they  will  be  your's  too." 

"  Impoffible!" 

"  Hear  me,  my Ton ! — Is  not  death  a  horrible  precipice  to  the 
view  of  human  creatures?" 

"  Affuredly," 
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"  Afiaredly,"  faid  I — **  the  moft  horrible:  human  laws  declare 
that,  by  reforting  to  it  for  punifhment,  as  the  ultimatum  of  all 
terrible  infli&ions." 

"  When,  then,"  faid  he,  i€  covered  as  we  are  with  mifery,  to 
leave  this  world  is  fo  infupportable  to  the  human  reflection,  what 
muft  it  be  if  we  had  nothing  but  joy  and  felicity  to  tafte  of  in  this 
life  ?  Mark  me,  child  V9  faid  he,  with  an  animated  zeal  that  gave 
an  expreflion  to  his  countenance  beyond  any  thing  I  had  ever  feen : 
"  the  miferies,  the  calamities,  the  heart-xendings,  and  the  fears, 
which  are  fo.  intimately  interwoven  by  the  great  Artift  in  our 
natures  as  not  to  be  feparated  in  a  fingle  inftance,  are  in  the  firft 
place  our  fecurity  of  a  future  ftate,  and  in  ,the  next  place  ferve  to 
Hope  the  way  before  us,  and,  by  gradual  operation,  fit  our  minds 
for  viewing,  with  fome  fort  of  fortitude ,  that  hideous  chafm  that 
lies  between  us  and  that  ftate — death.  View  thofe  miferies,  then, 
as  fpecial  ads  of  mercy  and  commiferation  of  a  beneficient  Creator, 
who,  with  every  calamity,  melts  away  a  link  of  that  earthly  chain 
that  fetters  our  wiflies  to  this  difmal  world*  Accept  his  bleflings 
and  his  goods,  when  he  fends  them,  with  gratitude  and  enjoyment: 
receive  his  afflictions,  too,  with  as  joyous  acceptance,  and  as  hearty 
gratitude;  Thus,  and  not  otherwife,  you  will  realize  all  your  Uto- 
pian flights  of  dcfire,  by  turning  every  thing  to  matter  of  comfort, 
ind  living  contented  with  difpenfations  which  you  cannot  alter,  and,, 
if  you  could,  would  moft  certainly  alter  for  the  worfe. 
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I  fat  abforbcd  in  refle&ibn— The  Friar,  after  fomc  paufe, 
proceeded — 

"  Errors  arifing  from  virtuous  difpofitions  and  the  love  of  our 
fellow-creatures,  take  their  complexion  from  their  parent  motives, 
and  are  virtuous.  Your  wiflies,  therefore,  my  fon !  though  erro- 
neous, pierit  reward,  and,  I  truft,  will  receive  it  from  that  Being 
who  fees  the  recefles  of  the  heart;  and  if  the  truths  I  have  told  you 
have  not  failed  to  make  their  way  to  your  underftanding,  let  your 
adventure  of  to-day  imprefs  this  undeniable  maxim  on  your  mind — 
fo  limited  is  Man,  fo  imperfeft  in  his  nature,  that  the  extent  of  his 
virtue  borders  on  vice,  and  the  extent  of  his  wifdom  on  error." 

I  thought  he  was  infpired;  and,  juft  as  he  got  to  the  Jaft  period, 
every  organ  of  mine  was  opened  to  take  in  his  words. 

"  'Tis  well,  my  fon!"  faid  he — "  I  perceive  you  like  my 
dodtrine :  then  (changing  his  manner  of  fpeaking,  his  expreflive 
countenance  the  whole  time  aknofl  anticipating  his  whole  words) 
take  fome  more  of  it,"  laid  he  gaily,  pouring  out  a  freflh  glais.. 
I  pleaded  the  fear  of  inebriety— -"  Fear  not,"  faid  he;  "  the  beer 
of  this  Convent  never  hurts  the  intellect." 

Our  converfation  continued  till  near  dinner-time;  for  I  was  fo 
delighted,  I  fcarcely  knew  how  to  fnatch  myjfclf  away:  fuch  a 
happy  melange  of  piety  and  pleafantry,  grave  wifdom  and  humour, 
I  had  never  met.  At  length,  the  Convent-bell  tolling,  I  rofe:  he 
took  me  by  the  hand,  and,  in  a  tone  of  the  mo£t  complacent  admo- 
nition, faid,  u  Remember,  my  child !  as  long  as  you  live,  remember 
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the  Convent  of  the  Carmelites;  and  in  the  innumerable  evils  that 
certainly  await  you  if  you  are  to  live  long,  the  words  you  have  heard 
from  old  Friar  Augustine  will  afford  you  comfort." 

"  Father!"  returned  I,  4€  be  aflured  I  carry  away  from  you 
a  token  that  will  never  fuffer  me  to  forget  the  hofpitality,  the 
advice  or  the  politenefs  of  the  good  father  Augustine.  Poor  as 
I  am  in  natural  means,  I  can  make  no  other  return  than  my  good 
wifhes,  nor  leave  any  impreflion  behind  me :  but  as  my  efteem 
for  you,  and  perhaps  my  vanity,  make  me  wifli  not  to  be  forgotten, 
accept  this,  (a  feal  ring,  with  a  device  in  hair,  which  I  happen- 
ed to  have  on  my  finger)  j  and  whenever  you  look  at  it,  let  it 
remind  you  of  one  of  thofe,  I  dare  fay  innumerable,  inftances,  in 
which  you  have  contributed  to  the  happinefs  and  improvement  of 
your  fellow-creatures/' 

The  good  old  man  was  affe&ed,  took  the  ring,  and  attended 
me  to  the  Convent  gate,  pronouncing  many  bleffings,  and  charging 
me  to  make  Auglburgh  my  way  back  again  to  England  if  poflible> 
and  take  one  glafe  more  of  the  Convent  ale* 
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LETTER    XXL 


Leaving  Augfburgh,  I  travelled  through  Bavaria  a 
long  way  before  I  reached  the  Tyrol  County,  of  the  natural 
beauty  of  which  I  had  heard  much,  and  which  I  therefore  entered 
with  great  expectations  of  that  fublime  gratification  the  beauties  of 
Nature  never  fail  to  afford  me.  I  was  not  difappointedj  indeed, 
my  warmed  expectations  were  exceeded. 

The  firft  thing  that  /trikes  a  traveller  from  Bavaria,  on  entering 
it,  is  the  fort  of  Cherink,  built  between  two  inacceffible  rocks  which 
feparate  Tyrol  from  the  Bifliopric  of  Freifingen.  So  amply  has 
Nature  provided  for  the  fecurity  of  this  Country  againft  the  in- 
curfion  of  an  enemy,  that  there  is  not  a  pafs  which  leads  to  it 
that  is  not  through  fome  narrow  defile  between  mountains 
almoft  inacceffible ;  and  on  the  rocks  and  brows  of  thofe  pafTes, 
the  Emperor  has  conftru&ed  forts  and  citadels,  fo  advantageoufly 
placed,  that  they  command  all  the  valleys  and  avenues  beneath. 

After  a  variety  of  windings  and  turnings  through  mountains 
of  ftupendous  height  and  awful  afpedt,  I  began  to  defcend,  and 
entered  the  moft  delightful  valley  I  had  ever  beheld — deep,  long, 
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and  above  a  mile  in  breadth—furrounded  with  enormous  piles 
of  mountains,  and  diverfified  with  the  alternate  beauties  of  nature 
and  cultivation,  fo  as  to  form  an  union  rarely  to  be  met  with, 
and  delight  at  once  the  eye  of  the  former,  and  the  fancy  of  him 
that  has  a  true  tafte  for  rural  wildnefs.  From  the  heights  in 
defcending,  the  whole  appeared  in  all  its  glory;  the  beautiful 
river  Inn  gliding  along  through  it  longitudinally,  its  banks 
fiudded  with  the  moft  romantic  little  villages,  while  a  number 
of  inferior  ftreams  were  feen  winding  in  different  courfes,  and 
haftening  to  pour  their  tribute  into  its  bofom. 

Here  I  felt  my  heart  overwhelmed  with  fenfations  of  trans- 
port, which  all  the  works  of  art  could  never  infpire:  here 
Nature  rufhed  irrefiftible  upon  my  fenfes,  and,  making  them 
captive,  exadled  their  acknowledgment  of  her  fupremacy :  here 
vanity,  ambition,  luft  of  feme  and  power,  and  all  the  tinfelled, 
gaudy,  frippery  to  which  habit  and  worldly  cuftom  enflave  the 
mind,  retired,  to  make  way  for  fentiments  of  hai^iony,  purity, 
Simplicity,  and  truth :  here  Providence  feemed  to  fpeak  in  language 
moft  perfuafive,  "  come,  filly  Man,  leave  the  wild  tumult,  the  end- 
lefs  ftruggle,  the  glittering  follies,  the  falfe  and  fpurious  pleafures 
which  artifice  creates,  to  feduce  you  from  the  true — dwell  here — 
and  in  the  lap  of  Nature  ftudy  me :"  Here,  oh  !  here,  exclaimed  I, 
in  a  tranfport  which  bereft  me,  for  the  time,  of  every  other  confi- 
deration,  -here  will  I  dwell  for  ever.  The  charm  was  too  finely 
fpun,  to  withftand  the  hard  tugs  of  fatt  5  and  all  its  precious 
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delufions  vanifhed  before  a  hoft  of  gloomy  truths— deranged 
affairs — family  far  off,  with  the  diftance  daily  increafing*— the 
hazards  and  the  hardships  of  a  long  untried  journey-— and  the  Eaft 
Indies,  with  all  its  horrors,  in  the  rear.  I  hung  my  head  in  for- 
row ;  and,  offering  up  a  prayer  to  protect  my  family,  ftrengthen 
myfelf,  and  bring  us  once  more  together  in  fome  fpot  heavenly  as 
that  I  pafled  through,  was  proceeding  on  in  a  ftate  of  deje&ion 
proportionate  to  my  previous  tranfports,  when  I  was  roufed  by  my 
poftillion,  who,  pointing  to  a  very  high,  fteep  rock,  defired  me 
to  take  notice  of  it.  I  did  fo ;  but  feeing  nothing  very  remarkable 
in  its  appearance,  afked  him  what  he  meant  by  directing  my  at- 
tention to  it — He  anfwered  me  in  the  following  manner,  which, 
from  the  Angularity  of  the  narrative,  and  his  ftrange  mode  of  telling 
it,  I  think  it  would  injure  to  take  out  of  his  own  words :  I  will,  there- 
fore, endeavour,  as  well  as  I  can,  to  give  you  a  literal  tranflation  of 
it ;  and,  indeed,  the  impreffion  it  made  on  my  memory  was  fuch, 
that,  I  apprehend,  I  fhall  not  materially  differ  from  his  words  : 

u  You  muft  know,  Sir,  (for  every  one  in  the  world  knows  it), 
that  all  thefe  mountains  around  us,  are  the  abodes  of  good  and  evil 
fpirits,  or  Genii — the  latter  of  whom  are  continually  doing  every 
malicious  thing  they  can  devife,  to  injure  the  people  of  the  country* 
— fuch  as  leading  th?m  aftray— fmothering  them  in  the  fhow — 
killing  the  cattle  by  throwing  them  down  precipices — nay,  when 
they  can  do  no  worfe,  drying  up  the  milk  in  the  udders  of  the 
goats — and,  fome  times,  putting  between  young  men  and  their 
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fweethearts,  and  flopping  their  marriage.  Ten  thoufand  curfcs 
light  upon  them !  I  fhould  have  been  married  two  years  ago,  and 
had  two  children  to-day,  but  for  their  fchemes.  In  fhort,  Sir, 
if  it  were  not  for  the  others — the  good  ones — who  are  always 
employed  (and  the  bleffed  Virgin  knows  they  have  enough  on 
their  hands)  in  preventing  the  mifchiefs  of  thofe  devils,  the  whole 
place  would  be  deftroyed,  and  the  country  left  without  a  living 
thing,  man  or  goat !" 

Here  I  could  not,  for  the  life  of  me,  retain  my  gravity  any 
longer,  but  burft,  in  fpite  of  mc,  into  an  immoderate  fit  of  laugh- 
ter, which  fo  difconcertcd  and  offended  him,  that  he  fullenly  re- 
futed to  proceed  with  the  ftory  any  farther,  but  continued  marking 
his  forehead  (his  hat  off)  with  a  thoufand  croflcs,  uttering  'pious 
ejaculations,  looking  at  me  with  a  mixture  of  terror,  diftruft  and 
admiration,  and  every  now  and  then  glancing  hi6  eye  afkance  to- 
ward the  hills,  as  if  fearful  of  a  defcent  from  the  evil  fpirits. 

My  curiofity  was  awakened  by  the  very  extraordinary  com- 
mencement of  his  narrative ;  and  I  determined,  if  poffible,  to  hear 
it  out ;  fo,  afluring  him  that  I  meant  nothing  either  of  flight  or 
wickednefs  by  my  laughter— that  I  had  too  ferious  ideas  of  fuch 
things  to  treat  them  with  levity — and,  what  was  more  convincing 
logic  with  him,  promifing  to  reward  him  for  it — he  proceeded 
with  his  ftory  as  follows : 

"  Well,  Sir,  you  fay  you  were  not  fporting  with  thofe  Spirits — 
and  fortunate  it  is  for  you :  at  all  events,  Saint  John  op  God  be  our 
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guide,  and  bring  us  fafe  tolnnfpruck.  JuftfothegreatM  aximiliajt 
was  wont  to  laugh  at  them  j  and  you  {hall  hear  how  he  was  pu- 
nifhed  for  it-— and  that  was  the  ftory  I  was  about  to  tell  you.  The 
Emperor  Maximilian,  that  glory  of  the  world,  (he  is  now  in  the. 
lap  of  the  bleffed  Virgin  in  Paradife),  once  on  a  time,  before  he 
was  Emperor,  that  is  to  fay,  when  he  was  Archduke,  was  always, 
laughing  at  the  country  people's  fears  of  thofe  fpirits — and  an  old 
Father  of  the  Church  forewarned  him  to  beware,,  left  he  fliould 
fufFer  for  his  raflinefs :  fa  one  day  he  went  out  hunting,  and  at  the 
foot  of  that  mountain  a  moft  beautiful  Chamois  ftarted  before  him - 
he  (hot  at  it,  and  miffed  it — (the  firftfliot  he  had  miffed  for  many 
years*  which  you  know  was  warning  enough  to  him) — however,, 
he  followed,  {hooting  at  and  miffing  it,  the  animal  ftanding  every, 
now  and  then  till  he  came  up  within  {hot  of  it:  thus  he  continued 
till  near  night,  when  the  goat  difappeared  of  a  fudden,  and  he. 
found  himfelf  buried*  as  it  were,  in  the  bowels  of  the  mountain : 
he  endeavoured  to  find  his  way  out,  but  in  vain ;  every  ftep  he  took 
led  him  more  aftray,  and  he  was  for  two  days  wandering  about* 
Christ  fave  us  !  in  the  frightful  hollows  of  thofe  mountains,,  living: 
all  the  time  on  wild  berries :  on  the  fecond  night  he  bethought  him- 
felf of  his  want  of  faith,  and  of  the  faying  of  old  Father  Jerome* 
and  he  fell  on  his  knees,  and  wept  and  prayed  all  night ;  and  the 
Virgin  heard  his  prayers,  he  being  a  good  man,  and,  above  all, 
an  Emperor — God  blefs  you  and  me  !  we  fliould  have  periflied--- 
In  the  morning,  a  beautiful  young  man,  dreffed  in  a  peaiant's  habit* 
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came  up  to  him,  gave  him  vi&uals  and  wine,  and  delired  him  to 
follow  him,  which  he  did*  you  may  be  fure,  joyfully — but,  oh 
blefled  Virgin  !  think  what  his  furprife  muft  have  been,  when* 
getting  again  into  the  plain  out  of  the  mountain,  the  young  man 
difappeared  and  vaniflied  all  of  a  fudden,  juft  at  the  foot  of  that 
fteep  rock  which  I  (hewed  you,  and  which  ever  fince  goes  by  the 
name  of  the  Emperor's  rock — You  fee  what  a  dangerous  place  it 
is,  and  what  dangerous  fpirits  they  muft  be  that  would  not  fpare 
even  the  holy  Roman  Emperor.  In  my  mind,  the  beft  way  is  to 
lay  nothing  againft  thofe  things,  as  fome  faithlefs  people  do,  and 
to  worfhip  the  Virgin  and  keep  a  good  confidence,  and  then  one 
will  have  the  lefs  to  fear.'* 

By  the  time  he  had  ended  his  narrative,  we  were  in  fight  of 
Innfpruck,  when  I  annoyed  and  terrified  him  afrefh,  by  laughing 
immoderately  at  the  end  of  his  ftory — but  attoned  in  fome  mea- 
fure  for  it,  by  giving  him  half  a  florin. 

On  inquiring  at  Innfpruck,  I  found  that  Maximilian  had 
actually  loft  his  way  in  the  mountain,  and  had  been  conducted  out 
of  it  by  a  peafant,  who  left  him  fuddenly ;  the  reft  was  an  exag- 
gerated traditionary  tale,  arifing  from  the  fuperftitious  fears  of  the 
country  people. 
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LETTER    XXII. 


I  n  all  Nations  under  Heaven,  and  at  all  times  fince  the 
Creation,  there  have  been  men  formed  to  make  a  noife  in  the 
world — to  increafe  or  impede,  to  direct  or  difturb,  the  calm,  fober 
progrefs  of  focial  life—and,  in  the  cagernefs  and  violence  of  their 
efforts  to  reach  the  gaol  of  fuperiority,  overturn  or  thruft  out  of 
their  ordinary  path  the  reft  of  Mankind,  till  either  they  provoke 
againft  them  a  general  confpiracy  of  their  fellow-creatures,  or, 
till  reaching  the  point  of  their  purfuit,  they  become  elevated  ob- 
jects of  homage  and  admiration.  Such  men  are  generally  com- 
pofed  of  great  materials  for  mifchief: — having  ftrong  natural  talents 
and  violent  ungovernable  fpirits ;  according  to  the  direction  thefe 
get,  they  are  harmlefsormifchievous — but,  like  morbid  matter  in  the 
animal  fyftem,  if  not  let  loofe  by  fome  channel  or  other,  they  never 
foil  to  difturb  the  whole  economy  of  the  body  they  belong  to,  and 
produce  fatal  confequences  to  it  and  to  themfelves  :  Colonial  pof- 
feflions  have,  therefore,  in  fome  views,  been  of  ufe  (as  America 
formerly  to  England)  to  draw  off  thofe  dangerous  fpirits,  who, 
though  they  are  in  times  of  peace  better  at  a  diftance,  in  times  of 
war  are  found  to  be  the  tougheft  finews  of  a  Nation. 

The 
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The  county  of  Tyrol,  fuch  as  I  have  defcrjbed  it,  formed  by 
Nature  for  the  refidence  of  the  Sylvan  Deities,  rich  in  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  earth,  the  people  contented  and  happy,  and  the  whole 
the  region  of  peace;  manufactures,  the  firft  root  of  low  Vices,  and 
commerce,  the  great  inftigator  of  war,  have  fcarcely  been  able  to 
fet  their  feet  there :  hence  it  happens,  that  there  is  no  channel 
through  which  thofe  exuberant  fpirits  I  have  alluded  to  can  takft 
their  courfe,  or  expand  their  force.  Home,  therefore,  is  no  place 
for  thofe  of  the  Tyrolefe,  who  are  curfed  or  blefled  (call  it  which 
you  pleafe)  with  thofe  very  combuftible  qualities ;  and  they  are 
obliged  to  roam  abroad  in  fearch  of  opportunities  of  diftinguifhing 
themfelves,  giving  vent  to  their  fpirits,  and  manifefting  their  ta- 
lents. They  are  found,  therefore,  fcattered  all  over  the  Conti- 
nent :  and  as  it  rarely  happens  that  opportunities  occur  in  life  of 
fignaliiing  fuch  talents  in  a  dignified  line,  rather  than  be  idle  they 
do  what  they  can,  and  apply  to  chicanery  as  a  wide  and  appro- 
priate field  for  their  genius  and  vigour  to  work  on---  the  emigrant 
Tyrolefe  are,  therefore,  by  moft  Nations  of  the  Continent,  rec- 
koned among  the  moft  expert  and  accomplished  fharpers  in  the 
world — the  people,  however,  who  remain  at  home,  are  of  a 
different  character — they  are,  generally  fpeaking,  tall,  robuft  and 
Vigorous.;  the  women  ftrong,  and  very  fair;  and  both  fexes  ex- 
hibit a  very  pleafing  mixture  of  German  phlegm  and  Italian  fpright- 
linefs ;  or,  tofpeak  more  properly,  they  are  a  mean  between  thofe 
two  extremes. 

Innfpruck, 
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Innfpruck,  though  a  (mail,  city,  is  handfome  and  agreeable, 
Handing  in  a  very  beautiful  valley,  furrounded  with  mountains, 
which,  while  their  lower  parts  are  well  cultivated,  are  capped 
on  the  tops  with  perennial  fnow.  The  caftle  formerly  the  re- 
fidence  of  the  Auftrian  Princes  is  ftately  and  magnificent,  adorned 
within  with  fine  paintings,  and  decorated  without  by  natural  and 
artificial  fountains,  ftatues,  pleafant  gardens,  groves,  walks  and 
covered  galleries,  leading  to  five  different  Churches. 

A-propos — Let  me  not  forget  the  Churches !  In  a  chapel  of 
the  Francifcan  Church,  there  is  an  image  of  the  Virgin  Mary 
as  big  as  the  life,  of  folid  filver,  with  many  other  images  of  Saints 
of  the  fame  metal.  If  fome  of  thofe  filver  Deities  were  trans- 
ferred to  Paris,  I  fear  their  divinity  would  not  fave  them  from  the 
hands  of  the  facrilegious  Convention.  One  thing,  however,  is 
well  worth  the  attention  of  travellers,  particularly  thofe  who  wifh 
to  wipe  away  the  fins  of  a  deceafed  friend,  and  get  them  a  di- 
rect paflport  to  happinefs — This  Francifcan  Church  is  held  to  be 
one  of  the  moft  facred  and  venerable  in  the  world,  on  account  of  the 
indulgences  granted  to  it  by  feveral  Popes ;  fo  that  one  fiiigle  Mafs 
faid  in  it,  is  declared  to  be  fufficient  to  deliver  a  foul  from  the  pains 
of  purgatory.  When  we  confider  the  great  and  important  extent  of 
their  power  in  that  refpcdt,  we  cannot  wonder  if  they  had  all  the 
Saints  in  the  Calendar,  and  the  Virgin  Mary  to  boot,  in  folid 
filver,  even  of  the  fize  of  the  Coloflus  at  Rhodes. 

Hall,  the  fecond  city  in  Tyrol,  lies  one  league  from  Innfpruck: 
it  is  famous  for  its  falt-works,  and  for  a  mint  and  filver  mines,   in 
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which  fevcn  thoufand  men,  women,  and  children,  are  conftantly 
employed. 

At  a  royal  palace  and  caftle  called  Ombras,  lying  at  equal  diftance 
from  Innfpruck  and  Hall,  there  is  an  arfenal,  famous  for  a  prodi- 
gious collection  of  curio  fities,  fuch  as  medals,  precious  ftones,  fuits 
of  armour,  and  ftatues  of  fcveralPrincesonhorfeback,  in  their  old  rich 
fightingaccoutrements;  befides  great  variety  of  military  fpoils  and  tro- 
phies taken  by  the  Houfe  of  Auftria;  in  particular,  a  ftatue  of  Fran- 
cis the  Firft  and  his  horfe,  juft  as  they  were  taken  at  the  battle  of 
Pavia,  and  two  others  of  Turkifli  Bafhaws,  with  the  coftly  habits 
and  appointments  with  which  they  were  taken,  embellifhed  with 
gold,  filver,  and  precious  ftones.  But,  above  all  their  curiofities, 
the  moft  extraordinary  is  an  oak  inclofing  the  body  of  a  deer:  this 
laft,  however  unaccountable,  is  fadtj  and  equals,  I  think,  any  of  the 
wonders  in  the  metamorphofes  of  Ovid, 

Leaving  Innfpruck,  I  proceeded  on  my  journey,  and  foon  entered 
into  the  mountains,  which  are  there  of  a  terrible  height — I  was 
the  beft  part  of  a  day  afcending  them:  as  I  got  near  the  top,  I  was 
fhewn,  by  my  driver,  the  fpot  where  Ferdinand,  King  of  Hun- 
gary, and  the  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth,  met,  when  he  returned 
from  Africa,  in  the  year  1520.  It  is  marked  with  an  infeription 
to  that  effect,  and  has  grown  into  a  little  village,  which,  from  that 
qircumftance,  bears  the  name  of  the  Salutation, 

Although  this  mountain,  called  Bremenberg  (or  Burning-hill)> 
is  covered  with  fnow  for  nine  months  in  the  year,  it  is  inhabited 
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to  the  very  top,  and  produces  "corn  aad  hay  in  abundance:  at  the 
higheft  part  there  is  a  poft-houfe,  a  tavern,  and  a  chapel,  where 
the  traveller  is  accommodated  With  frefli  horfes,,  proviikms,  and,  if 
he  ch*)ofes„  a  mouthful  of  prayers — I  availed  myfelf  of  the  two 
fir  11;  but  the  latter  being  not  altogether  in  my  way,  I  declined  it> 
for  which  I  could  perceive  that  I  was,,  by  every  mouth  and  eye  in 
the  place,  configned  to  pe*ditioa  as  a  Heretic* 

Juft  at  this  fpot  there  is  a  fpring  of  water  which  falls  upon  a 
rock,  and  divides  into  two  currents,  which,  at  a  very  Ihiall  dif- 
tajice,  affuxne  the  appearance >  and,  in  faft*  the  magnitude  too,  of 
very  large  rivers.  The  mountain  is  Sometimes  difficult  to  pafs,, 
fometimes  abfolutely  impra&icable — I  wa«  fortunate,  however,  ia 
thi$  ceipedt;  for  I  got  over  it  without  any  very  extraordinary  delay,. 
and  on  my  way  was  regaled  with-  the  moft  delicious  venifon  that 
I  have  ever  tailed  in  my  life;  it  wa&faid  to  be  the  flefh  of  a  kind  of 
goat. 

Although  it  is  but  thirty-five  miles  from  Innfpruck  to  Brifen, 
I  was  late  when  I  reached  the  latter;  and  as  it  contained  nothing 
worth  either  the  trouble  or  delay  attending  the  fearch  of,  I  fet  out 
the  next  morning*  and,  travelling  with  high  mountains  on  one  fide,, 
and  a  river  all  along  upon  the  other,  arrived  at  a  town  called  Bol- 
fano,  in  the  Bifhopric  of  Trent.  The  country  all  along  was 
thickly  inhabited,  and  the  mountains  pcrfe&ly  cultivated  and  ma- 
nured even  to  their  higheft  tops.  On  entering  the  valley  of  Bolfano, 
I  found  the  air  becoming  obvioufly  fweet,  delightful  and  temperate; 

€   the 


/ 


{  is*  ) 

Ac  vineyards,  and  all  the  trees  aad  (hruba,  olives,  mulberties,  wil- 
lows and  rofes,  &c.  all  of  the  moft  lively  green,  and  every  thing 
marking  the  moil  luxuriant  vegetation. 

Bolfano  is  a  fmall,  but  extremely  neat  and  pleafailt  town— but 
nothing  I  faw  about  it  pleafed  me  fo  much  as  their  vineyards,  which 
are  planted  in  long  terraces  along  the  fides  of  the  hills,  and  are 
formed  into  the  moft  beautiful  arbours,  one  row  above  another* 

From  Bolfano  to  Trent,  is  fifty-one  miles,  a  good  day's  journey: 
almoft  the  whole  of  it  lies  through  the  valley  of  Bolfano,  a  moft 
fruitful  and  pleafant — indeed,  delightful  road*  which  made  the 
day's  journey  appear  to*  me  much  fhorter  than  it  really  was. 

Perhaps  no  part  of  the  habitable  globe  is,  within  the  fame  com- 
paratively fmall  compafs  of  earth*  fo  wonderfully  diveriified  by  the 
hand  of  Nature  in  all  her  extremes*  as  that  through  which  I  have 
juft  carried  you.  There,  under  alraoft  the  fame  glance  of  the  eyey 
were  to  be  feen  the  ftupendQus,  the  rugged,  the.  favage,  and  the  in- 
acceflible — the  mild,  the  fruitful  and  the  cultivated.  Here,  the 
mountain  capped  with  perpetual  fnow,  gradually  falling  in  blended 
gradations  of  (hade,  far  beyond  the  reach  of  the  artift's  pencil,  into 
the  green  luxuriant  valley;  andTthere,  the  vineyard,  theolivary,.and 
the  rich  corn-field,  burfting  at  once  from  rugged  rocks- and  inaccef- 
iible  faftnefles:  the  churlifh  afpe#  of  the  tyrant  Winter  for  ever 
prowling  on  the  mountain's  head  above — perpetual  fpring  fmiling. 
with  all  her  fafcinating  charms  in  the  plains  bdow*  Such  fcenes 
as  thefc  would  baffle  all  efforts  of  the  poet's  pen  or  painter's. 
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pencil;  to  be  conceived,  they  muft  be  feeri.  I  fliall  therefore 
clofe  my  account  of  them  with  a  ftrong  recommendation  to  you,, 
that  whenever  you  travel  for  improvement,  ydu  go  through  the 
County  of  Tyrol,  and  there  learn  the  great  and  marvellous  work- 
ing of  Nature. 


LETTER    XXIII. 


Perhaps  the  learned  unwife  men  of  the  world,. 
who1  fpend  their  lives  poring  after  impoffibilities,  have  never  met 
with  a  more  copious  fubjedt  of  puzzle-pated  enjoyment  than  the 
derivation  of  the  names  of  places.  In  all  difputed  cafes  on  this 
fubjeft,  the  utmoft  within  human  reach  is  corijcdturej  but  the  joke 
of  it  is,  that,  fortunately  for  Mankind,  the  certainty  of  it  would  not 
be  of  a  fingte  button  advantage  to  them,  even  if  it  could  be  ac- 
quired by  their  fearchu  Do&or  Goldsmith,  in  his  Citizen  of  the 
World,  has  thrown  this  matter  into  high  ridicule;  and  I  recom- 
mend it  to  your  perufal,  left  this  ftikdow  of  literature  fhould  one 
day  wheedle  you  from  more  refpe&able  purfuits.  Trent  has 
afforded  vail  exercife  to  book- worm  conjedtures  in  this  way  -,  for, 
while  fome  pronounce   it  to  be  derived  from  Tridentum,  and 
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for  this  purpofe  will  have  it  that  Neptune  was  worshipped  there, 
though  fo  far  from  the  fea — others  claim  the  difcovery  of  its 
derivation  from  Tribus  Torrentibus,  or  three  ftreams  which  run 
there.  Now,  as  to  the  firft,  exclufive'  of  forcing  Neptune  all 
the  way  from  the  Gulph  of  Venice  to  their  temples,  I  cannot  find 
any  fuch  fimilarity  in  the  found  of  Trent  and  Trident  to  warrant 
the  inference;  and  as  to  the  Tribus  Torrentibus,  they  might 
as  well  fay  that  a  primmer  or  hornbook  was  found  there,  and 
that  thence  it  was  derived  from  the  Alphabet,  finte  the  fame 
analogy  fubfifted  between  them,  namely,  thatthe  letters  t,r,e,n,t 
are  to  be  found  in  both.  But,  in  the  name  of  God,  whit  Signifies 
what  it  was  called  after?  Its  name  is  Trent;  and  if  it  had  been 
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Putney,  or  John  o'  Groat's  houfe,  the  town  would  be  neither  the 
better  nor  the  worfe,  nor  the  treafures  of  literature  fuffer  any 
defalcation  from  the  difference. 

The  Bifhopric  of  Trent  is  about  fixty  miles  long,'  and  forty 
broad — fertile,  and  abundant  in  wine,  oil,  fruit  and  pafture — and 
pleafant,  the  beautiful  river  Adige  meandering  through  the 
whole  of  it  from  North  to  South.  The  inhabitants  are  bigoted 
Roman  Catholics — you  will  the  lefs' wonder,  then,  that  the  Bifhop 
fhould  have  fo  extenfive  a  Principality,  and  an  annual  revenue  of 
forty  thoufand  crowns*  •    -     -    - 

As  I  receded  from  Germany,  and  advanced  towards  ttaly,  I 
found  the  air,  the  perfons  and  the  manners  of  the  People,  to  difT 
play  a  very  great  difference,  and  to  refemble  thofe  of  the  Italians 
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more  than,  thofe  of  the  Germans.  Though  Pqpifh  bigotry  be 
pretty  ftrojng  in  many  parts  of  Germany,  it  no  where  there  aflumes 
the  gloppay,  deteftablp  afped  that  it  does  in  Italy. 

Aixd  now,  fince  I  have  happened  to  mention  the  characters  of 
thofe  two  People,  I  may  as  well,  once  for  all,  more  particularly 
as  we  are  got  to  the  verge  of  botji,  give  you  them  in  fall;  in  both 
which,  I  am  warranted  in  faying,  that  all  whp  know  the  two  wiH 
agree  with  me, 

Perjiaps  qontraft;was  never  i$ore  perfe&ly  exemplified  than  in 
at  companion,  betweqiji.th^  Germans  and  Italians;  aj^d  that  contrail 
fl;rik$s  more  foreilply  and  fuddenly  in  paffing  from  one  Country  to, 
the  other,,  than,  it  would  in  fo  fhort  a  fpace  between  any  two  Pepr 
pje  exifting,  The,  Italians,  jealous,  revengeful,  treacherous,  di$em- 
bling>  fervile,  vicious,  fanguinary,  idle  and  fenfual.  The  Q^rmgijs,. 
on  the  contrary,  open,  good-natured,  free  frorn  malice  and  fabtlety, 
laborious,  fincere,  honeft  and  hofpitabl$---and,  with  thofe  valuable 
qualities,  properly,  goojplaifant.  So  happy  is  the  chara<fter  of  this 
People,  that  to  be  Genjian-hearted  has  long  been  a  phrafs  figni- 
fyihg  an  honeft  maa  who  hated  diffimulation:  and  their  hQfpitality 
was,  even  in  the  days  of  Julius  C«sar,  remarkable^  for  we 
learn  from  him,  that  their  houfes  were  open  to  all  men — that 
thw  thought  it  injuftice  to  affront  a  traveller*  and  made  it  an 
artifclp  of  their  religion  to  protedi  thofe  who  .came  undf  r  their 
xoof.  Did  not  intemperance  in  eating  and  drinking  detract  from 
their,  virtues,  no  People  on  earth  would  bear  comparifon  with 
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them  for  intrihfic  worth,  and  particularly  For  integrity  in  deal- 
tog- 

The  city  of  Trent*  though  not  very  large  in  circumference,  is 
populous.  The  high  mountains  which  furround  it,  fubjedt  it  to 
all  the  inconveniences  of  heat  and  cold — rendering  the  air  excef- 
fively  hot  in  Summer,  and  extremely  cold  in  Winter;  befides  which* 
they  expofe  the  town  to  dreadful  inundations — the  torrents  that 
defcend  from  the  mountains  being  fometimes  fo  impetuous  as  to 
roll  large  pieces  of  rock  with  them  into  it,  and  having  feveral  times 
laid  the  whole  place  wafte. 

There  are,  in  Trent  many  ftately  Palaces,  Churches  and  religious 
houfes.  The  only  one,  however,  that  I  will  particularize,  is  that 
of  Saint  Mary  Major,  noted  for  a  prodigious  large  organ,  which 
can  be  made  to  counterfeit  all  forts  of  mufical  inftruments,  together 
with  the  finging  of  birds,  the  cries  of  feveral  beafls,  and  the  founds 
of  drums  and  trumpets,  fo  exa&ly,  that  it  is  difficult  to  diftinguifh 
between  the  imitation  and  the  reality.  To  what  an  end  fuch  an 
inftrument  fhould  be  fet  up  in  a  place  of  worfhip,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to 
divine,  unlefs  it  be  to  add  to  the  rich,  ufelefs  lumber  that  fills  all 
thofe  of  Popifh  Countries. 

But  that  which  diftinguifhes  this  Church  ftill  further,  is,  that 
it  is  the  place  where  the  famous  Council  of  Trent  was  held,  con- 
cerning the  Reformation,  at  which  four  thoufand  perforis  of  a 
public  charafter,  Laymen  and  Ecclefiaftics,  affifted.  This  Council 
fat  eighteen  years  before  it  did  any  thing:  but  at  laft  the  Pope 
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contrived  to  get  the  afcendaht;  and,  after  debating  and  deliberating 
fo  long,  not  only  the  Proteftants,  but  even  the  German  and  French 
Nations,  refufed  to  receive  its  decrees.  Certain  of  the  Clergy, 
finding  the  afcendancy  that  the  negociation  of  the  Pope  was  getting 
in  this  council,  faid  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  had  been  fent  there  from 
Rome  in  a  cloakbag! 

Trent  once  boafted  a  curiofity — which  indeed  ftill  remains, 
though  out  of  ufe — that,  I  think,  would  be  found  ferviceable  in 
moft  towns  in  Chriftendom,  and  elfewhere  too,  and  particularly  at 
Bath,  and  fuch  places.  It  was  a  tower  on  the  river  Adige,  into 
which  the  ftream  was  conducted,  for  the  purpofe  of  drowning  fuch 
of  the  Clergy  as  were  convi&ed  of  having  been  too  familiar  with  their 
neighbours'  wives  and  daughters ! 

The  People  of  Trent  fpeak  promifcuoufly,  and  indifferently, 
both  the  German  and  Italian  languages ;  but  whether  well  or  not, 
I  was  not  adept  enough  to  difcover. 

My  next  ftage  was  Baflano,  a  town  in  the  territory  of  Vincenza 
in  Italy,  fituated  at  the  end  of  a  very  long  narrow  valley.  It  is 
watered  by  the  river  Brenta,  which  waflies  that  very  rich,  fertile, 
ferene,  healthy  and  plentiful  diftri<ft  of  Italy,  fo  celebrated  for  its 
admirable  wines,  as  well  as  for  its  fine  pafture-grounds,  rich  corn- 
fields, and  prodigious  abundance  of  game,  cattle,  and  mulberry  - 
trees;  from  all  which  it  is  called  the  Garden  and  Shambles  of 
Venice. 

The 


(     M*     ) 

The  next  day  I  arrived  at  an  early  hour  at  Venice,  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  which  I  fhall  not  injure  by  commencing  it  with  the  mutila- 
ted fragment  of  a  Letter,  and  fhall  therefore  poftpone  it  to  my  next. 

Thus,  my  dear  Frederick,  have  I,  in  order  to  preferve  the 
unity  and  order  of  my  progrefs,  brought  you  through  Germany 
with  a  precife  regularity,  that,  if  I  was  not  wifhing  for  your  im- 
provement, might  be  difpenfed  with— -yet  have  left  much,  very 
much  indeed,  untouched,  in  the  confidence  that  you  will  yourfelf 
have  the  induftry  to  find  it  out. 

I  confefs,  my  dear  boy,  that  I  have  often,  as  I  wrote,  detected 
myfelf  in  excurfions  from  the  road  into  moral  reflection — but  I 
could  not  flop :  your  improvement  was  my  objedt  in  undertaking 
the  bufinefs ;  and  I  could  not  refrain  from  endeavouring  to  incul- 
cate fuch  leffons  as  the  progrefs  of  the  work  fuggefted,  and  as 
imprefled  my  mind  with  a  conviction  of  their  truth  and  utility. 

You  mull  have  obferved,  that  there  are  two  topics  on  which 
I  dwell  very  much — one,  Liberty — the  other,  an  abhorrence 
of  Bigotry  and  SuperfUtion.  But,  before  I  proceed  further,  I  mufl 
call  to  your  remembrance  what  I  have  often  faid,  that  by  Liberty 
I  do  not  mean  that  which  fome  people  now  give  that  name  to — ' 
nor  do  I  mean  Religion  when  I  fpeak  of  Bigotry ;  for  true  Liberty 
is  ftill  more  incompatible  with  Anarchy  than  with  Defpoflfm;  and 
Superftition  is  the  greatefl  enemy  of  Religion.  Let  the  firft  objedt 
of  your  heart  and  foul  be  true  Morality — the  next,  rational  Liberty : 
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but  remember,  that  the.  one  is  not  to  be  found  independent  of  Re- 
ligion, nor  the  other  ever  to  be  enjoyed  but  under  the  reftraining 
hands  of  wholefome  laws  and  good  government — fuch  as  England 
now  boafts. 

In  thefe  times,  when  human  opinion  is  actually  polled  on  the 
two  extremes  of  political  judgment,  I  know,that  to  fpeak  ration- 
ally, is  to  incur  the  cenfure  of  both,  or  to  be,  as  Pope  fomewhere 
fays*  €t  by  Tories  called  a  Whig,  by  Whigs  a  Tory  :"  But  I  care 
not — I  fpeak  my  opinion  with  the  fair  face  of  independence  j  nor 
would  fcruple  to  tell  the  King  of  Prussia  my  hatred  of  Defpo- 
tifm,  or  the  Convention  of  France  my  abhorrence  of  Anarchy — 
between  both  of  which  the  true  and  genuine  point  of  Liberty  lies ; 
and  England,  thank  God  !  draws  the  line. 


LETTER    XXIV. 


As  I  approached  Venice,  I  was  much  delighted  with 
its  appearance.  Its  ftately  fteeples  and  noble  buildings  feemed  a$ 
if  juft  emerging  from,  the  fea,  and  floating  on  the  furface  of  it ;  and 
it  required  no  great  ftretch  of  fancy  to  imagine,  that  it  undulated 
with  the  agitated  waves  of  its  parent  the  Adriatic.  On  all  the  fur- 
rounding  coaftsj1  nature  and  art  feemed  to  have  vied,  with  each  other 
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in  pouring  the  greateft  profufion  of  their  gifts,  while  thoufands  of 
mafts,  fcattered  like  fbrefts  over  the  furrounding  bays,  denoted  that 
Venice;  liot  content  with  her  own,  fhared  in  the  wealth  and 
luxuries  of  other  climes. 

It  is  indeed  difficult  to  conceive  a  motfe  extraordinary  and 
pleafing  appearance  than  this  city  makes  at  a  diftance,  whether 
you  approach  it  from  the  fea  or  from  the  continent.  Built  not 
like  towns  in  Holland,  where  immenfe  moles  and  walls  pufli  the 
fea  forward,  and  encroach  on  his  dominion,  it  ftands  on  piles 
eredted  in  the  fea;  and  the  foundations  of  the  houfes  almoft  touch- 
ing the  water,  gives  it  the  appearance  of  floating  on  its  furface. 
The  fteeples  are  feen  at  fea  at  the  diftance  of  thirty  miles;  and  the 
profpedt  becomes  more  beautiful  the  nearer  it  is  approached — 
prefenting  in  many  views  the  profpeft  of  floating  iflands. 

To  eredt  a  city  thus  upon  the  water,  while  fo  many  thoufands  of 
acres  ftand  unoccupied,  at  firft  fight  feems  extraordinary — but  all 
thofe  great  and  ftrange  deviations  from  the  ordinary  path  prefented 
by  Nature,  have  their  fource  in  neceflity;  and  it  is  not  till  long 
after  the  neceflity  has  been  firft  lamented,  and  afterwards  obviated, 
that  experience  comes  into  aid,  and  demonftrates,  that,  from  her, 
fecurity  and  utility  have  often  arifen.  Thus  it  is  with  Venice, 
who,  fortified  by  her  local  fituation  (the  effort  of  neceflity),  fits 
fecure,  and  bids  defiance  to  the  world. 

The  place  where  Venice  now  ftands,  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
formerly  a  marfhy  ground,  on  which  the  Adriatic  Sea  had  gradu- 
ally encroached,  leaving  the  more  elevated  parts  of  it  above 
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water,  and  thereby  forming  a  vaft  number  of  little  iflands,  hence 
called  Lagunes:  on  thofe  the  fifliermen  of  the  neighbouring 
fliores  built  their  huts;  and  when  Italy  was  invaded  by  the  Goths 
under  Alaric,  and  afterwards  by  that  barbarous  race,  the  Huns, 
under  Attila,  both  ofwhomfpreadruin  and  defolation  wherever 
they  came,  vaft  numbers  of  people  from  the  circumjacent  fliores 
of  the  Adriatic,  particularly  from  Padua  and  Aquileia,  fled  hither, 
and  brought  along  with  them  immenfe  wealth.  Here  they  laid 
the  firft  foundations  on  feventy-two  diftindt  little  iflands,  and  cer- 
tainly with  huts,  of  a  city  which  afterwards  flood  almoft  foremoft 
in  the  naval  and  commercial  world:  as  thofe  iflands  were  built 
upon,  and  became  over-peopled,  they  gradually  puflied  forward 
their  piles,  and  built  upon  them  again,  till  the  whole  became  one 
vaft  city,  extending  to  many  more  of  thofe  iflands  beyond  the 
original  feventy-two. 

As  it  was  indebted',  in  a  great  meafure,  for  its  rife  and  im- 
portance to  the  commerce  of  the  Eaft,  which  then  was  carried  on 
by  way  of  the  Red  Sea  and  Alexandria,  when  the  paflage  by  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  difcovered,  that  trade  declined,  and  Venice 
declined  gradually  along  with  it. 

It  is  amazing,  what  an<  extent  of  territory  and  accumulation  of 
power  the  Venetians  once  poflefled.  Befides  their  prefent  pos- 
feflions,  which  comprehend  the  territories  of  Padua  and  Verona* 
the  Vincentine,  the  Brefcians,  the  Bergamafes,  the  Cremafco,  the 
Polefin  of  Rovigo,  Marca  Trevigiana,  the  Patria  del  Friuli,  and 
Iftria,   they   had  under  their   dominion   the  iflands  of  Rhodes, 
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Scio,  Samos,  Mytilene,  Andros,  Candia,  the  Morea,  and  the  cities 
of  Gallipoli  and  Theflalonica:  befides  which,  they,  in  conjunction 
with  France,  took  Conftantinople,  and  remained  for  fome  time 
mailers  of  that  part  of  the  Empire;  and  difputed  the  dominion  of 
Sclavonia,  Croatia,  Morlachia  and  Dalmatia,  with  the  Kings  of 
Hungary,  and  contended  with  the  Genoefe  for  the  empire  of  the 
fea :  but  of  a  great  part  of  thefe,  and  their  other  conqiiefts,  they 
have  fince  been  ftripped,  almoft  entirely,  by  the  Turks. 

As  to  the  government  of  Venice,  I  fhall  not  enter  into  any 
particulars  of  its  hiftory — It  is  called  a  Republic,  and  was  once  a 
Democracy-     The  name  remains,  while  that  which  gave  it  is 
gone.     It  is,  certainly,  now  a  downright  Ariftocracy — the  pri- 
vilege of  fitting  in  the  great  Council  being  confined  to  the  Nobi- 
lity ;  and  the  Doge,  under  the  name  of  Head,  being  no  more  than, 
a  gaudy  flave,  loaded  with  fetters:  yet,  fuch  is  the  idle  fondnefs 
of  Man  for  fuperficial  pomp,  that  this  office  is  fought  after  with 
avidity;  for  though  his  power  be  finally  his  ftate  is  very  fplendid.   . 
Hence  it  is  faid,  that  the  Doge  of  Venice  is  a  king  in  his  robes* 
a  fenator  in  council,  a  prifoner  in  the  city,  and  a  private  man  out 
of  it;  and  what  is  more  extraordinary,  is,  that  though  he  may  be 
depofed,  he  cannot  refign — nor  even  decline  the  office,  if  he  be 
once  chofcn,  without  expofing  himfelf  to  banifhment,   and  his 
eftefts  to  confifcation. 

The  eftablifhed  religion  of  this  State  is  the  Roman  Catholic; 
but  the  Venetians  are  not  bigots,  and  reject  the  fupremacy  of  the  ' 
Pope.    Jews,  Armenians,  Greeks,  and  Protcilants,  arc  allowed  the 
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exercife  of  their  religion  there;  and,  provided  they  do  not  inter- 
meddle with  ftate  affairs,  of  which  they  are  extremely  jealous, 
even  their  Priefts,  Monks  and  Nuns,  may  take  almoft  any  liberties 
they  pleafe— a  privilege  that  you  may  be  affured  is  not  negle&ed 
by  any  of  them. 

As  few  places  have  excited  greater  admiration  and  attention 
than  Venice,  fo  none  have  been  more  copioufly  defcribed  by  tra- 
vellers, every  one  of  whom  may,  when  he  returns  to  his  native 
country,  give  a  very  accurate  account  of  the  public  buildings, 
curiofities,  paintings,  &c.  by  only  tranflating  the  book  given  to 
him  by  his  Valet  de  Place,  or  Cicerone,  on  his  arrival  there — It 
is  certain,  Venice  abounds  with  all  thofe,  particularly  paintings ; 
but  I  had  not  the  time  minutely  to  inveftigate  $  nor  fhould  I  have 
the  inclination,  if  I  did,  to  defcribe  fuch  things:  they  are  open  to 
you  in  many  well  written  volumes,  which  I  recommend  to  your 
perufal.  Such  things,  however,  as  ftrike  me  for  their  novelty, 
or  difference  from  thofe  in  other  places,  I  will,  as  well  as  I  can 
recolleft  them,  give  you  an  idea  of. 

To  their  local  fituation  they  owe  their  fecurity — feparated 
from  terra  jirma  by  a  body  of  water  of  five  miles  in  breadth,  too 
deep  to  be  forded,  and  too  fhallow  for  veffels  of  force  to  pafs ;  and 
on  the  other  fides,  by  fcattered  (hallows*  the  channels  between 
which  are  marked  out  by  ftakes,  which,  on  the  appearance  of  an 
enemy,  they  can  take  awayj  they  bid  defiance  to  hoftile  army  or 
navy,  and  have  not  been  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  erecting  walls 
or  fortifications  for  their  defence. 
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The  firft  peculiarity  that  ftrikcs  me,  as  arifing  immediately  from 
their  living,  I  may  fay,  in  the  fea,  is  the  total  exclufion  of  all  fort 
of  carriages ;  for  thofe  ftreets  that  are  on  firm  ground  are  extremely 
narrow  and  crooked;  and  on  moil  of  the  canals,  fo  far  from  having 
a  quay  on  either  fide  to  walk  on,  the  water  comes  up  to  the  doors 
of  the  houfes  *  fo  that  walking  is  but  little-known,  for  they  get  into 
a  boat  off  their  threshold,  and  their  firft  ftep  out  of  it  again  is,  ten 
to  one,  on  the  threfhold  of  another.  This  circumftance,  though  in 
feme  refpeds  it  has  its  ufes,  is,  in  others,  extremely  difegreeable, 
as  well  as  injurious^  for,  though  thofe  who  have  occafion  to  labour 
have  a  fufikiency  of  exercife,  thofe  whofe  condition  exempts  them 
from  labour,  and  who,  therefore,  in  all  other  countries,  refort  to 
artificial  labour  (exercife)  for  the  promotion  of  health,  are  here  en- 
tirely cut  off  from  all  fuch  means  of  it  as  we  pradtifc,  having  nei- 
ther hunting,  (hooting,  riding,  bowling,  &c.  &c.  nor  can  they  have 
them,  unleis  they  go  to  the  Continent  for  them.  The  chief  amufe- 
nacnts-of  the  Venetians  are  referved for. the  Carnival  time,  which 
commence  about  a  week  after  Chriftmas>  and  which,  therefore,  I 
could  not  fee  ;  but,  from  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  alP  travellers 
and  the  People  themfelvcs,  as  well  as*  from  theevidence  of  my  own 
Qb&rvation  on  the  manners  of  the  People,,  I  am  well  warranted  in 
faying,  are  fefiivale  of  debauchery,  riot  andUfeentioufnefc.  THis  is 
a  fiifejeft  on  which  I  am>  nevertheTefs,  difpofed  to  believe^  tftat 
more  has-been  feid  than- truth  wilt  bear  outs— yet,  a  bare  ftatemeat 
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of  the  truth  would,  I  fear,  bear  hard  enough  upon  the  moral  cha- 
ra&er,  or  at  leaft  the  piety,  of  the  Venetians. 

That  mafquerades  are  the  very  worft  fchools  of  vice,  the  private 
anecdotes  of  the  beau  monde  even  in  England  might  fuffice  to  de- 
monftrate — That  courtezans  are  found  loft  to  all  fenfe  of  modefty 
and  common  decency;  the  ftreetsof  London  afford  nightly  proofs 
— Therefore,  that  mafquerading  (which  is  the  chief  amufement 
of  the  Venetians)  fhould  cloak  many  crimes,  and  that  their  courte- 
zans {hould  be  fhamelefs  and  their  women  lewd,  is  no  fuch  wonder, 
feeing,  as  we  do,  thofe  things  in  this  Northern  clime ;  but  we 
may,  without  any  illiberaiity,  fuppofe,  that,  from  phyfical  caufes 
of  the  meft  obvious  kind,  they  are  carried  to  a  greater  extent  there 
than  here ;  though  one  of  the  moft  enlightened  and  amiable  of  all 
travellers  fays  it  would  be  hard  to  be  proved,  yet,  with  deference 
to  him,  I  think  it  may  be  rationally  fuppofed. 

.  There  is  an  aftive  principle  in  the  mind  of  Man  which  will  not 
fuffer  it  to  reft;  it  muft  have  fome  materials  to  work  upon.  Men* 
enlightened  by  fcience,  have  within  themfelves  a  fund,  and  can 
never  want  food  for  contemplation ;  but  the  many,  in  thofe  hours 
when  a  fufpenfibn  of  labour  or  wordly  bufinefs  drives  them 
tp  expedients  for  the  employment  of  their  jime,  are  but  too  prone 
to  leave  the  mind  to  the  guidance  of  the  fenfes,  and  to  cogitate  on 
vice  till  they  wi£h  to  pra&ife  it.  Hence  that  homely  but  true  fay- 
ing, "  Idlenefs  is  the  root  of  .all  evil;"     In  England  we  have  a 
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variety  of  expedients  which  the  Venetians  want,  whofe  minds  being 
befides  naturally  more  vivid,  are  more  prompt  to  give  a  loofe  to 
the  warm  illufions  of  fenfual  fancy.     Thus  prepared,  they  meet 
the  Carnival,   when  every  thing  confpires  to  give  circulation  to 
indulgence ;  and  when  thofe  operations  of  the  mind  which  with  us 
have  fo  many  channels  to  difcharge  themfelves,  with  diem,  like 
a  vaft  ftream  fuddenly  confined  to  one  narrow  channel,  burft  forth 
with  an  irrefiftiWe  torrent,  and  carry  away  before  them  every  bond 
that  religion  or  morality  has  laid  down  as  reftraints  on  the  exube- 
rance of  human  paffion.     The  cuftoms  and  habits  of  the  place  and 
time  contribute  to  it;  for,  while  the  fevere  reftri&ions  of  the  fe- 
male fex  for  the  reft  of  the  year  fharpen  both  inclination  and  in- 
vention on  the  one  hand — on  the  other,  the  unbounded  licenfe, 
the  univerfal  change  of  habits,  cuftoms  and  laws — the  total  fuf- 
peniion  of  all  diftin&ion,,  care,  or  bufinefs  which  take  place  at 
that  time,  aided  by  perpetual  mafquerade — and  thofe  moft  conve- 
nient of  all  receptacles,  the  gondolas,  with  thofe  moft  expert  and 
forward  of  all  pandars,  the  gondoliers — afford  ample  fcope  to  their 
wiihes,  and  form  altogether  a  mafs  of  circumftances  in  favour  of 
vicious  indulgence,  not  to  be  found  in  any  other  part  of  Chriften- 
dom  f  to  refift  which,  they  muft  be  more  virtuous  than  any  other 
people— -a  point  never  yet  laid  to  their  charge  by  the  beft-natured 
and  rtioft  extenuating  of  all  thofe  who  have  written  upon  that 
fubjeft. 

U  LETTER 


l 


(   1£*  .) 


LETTER     XXV. 


Profligate  though  the  People  of  London  are,  I 
will  not  allow  that  it  is  fo  vicious  a  city  as  Venice.  That  there 
are  in  it,  and  indeed  in  all  capitals,  individuals  who  have  reached 
the  higheft  achme  of  fhamelefs  debauchery  and  depravity,  it  would 
be  foolifh  to  deny :  but  that  concubinage  is  pra&i'fed  in  the  fame 
open  way,  fo  generally,  or  fo  fyftematically  as  at  Venice,  no  one 
will  venture  to  afTert.  I  truft  the  day  of  depravity  and  indelicacy 
is  far  removed  from  us,  that  will  exhibit  a  Britifh  mother  arranging 
a  plan  of  accommodation  for  her  fon,  and  bargaining  for  a  young 
virgin  to  commit  to  his  embraces — :as  they  do  in  Venice — not  as 
wife,  but  as  concubine.  On  that  one  cuftom  of  the  Venetian 
ladies  I  reft  my  pofition ;  and  have  no  hefitation  to  avow,  that  all 
the  private  concubinage  of  London  amounts  not  to  fuch  a  flagrant 
confummation  of  moral  turpitude  and  fhamelefs  indelicacy  as  that 
pradtice  to  which  I  allude. 

The  Venetian  men  are  well-featured  and  well-fhaped — the 
women,  well-fhaped,  beautiful,  and,  it  is  faid,  witty :  but  I  had 
that  within  which  robbed  every  objedt  of  its  chkrms;  and  I  might 
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ray  with  Hamlet,  that  "  Man  delighted  not  me,  nor. Woman 
either/' — In  fhort>  not  all  the  beauties  and  novelty  of  the  place, 
not  all  the  pleafures  that  flare  the  traveller  in  the  face,  and  folicit  * 
his  enjoyment,  not  all  the  exquifite  looks  of  the  ladies,  could  roufe 
my  mind  from  its  melancholy,  or  fix  my  attention — I  grew  weary 
of  Venice  before  I  had  been  many  hours  in  it,  and  determined  to 
grafp  at  the  very  firfl  opportunity  that  offered  fpr  my  departure. 

I  had  arranged,  in  my  own  mind,  a  plan  to  proceed  to  Lata-, 
chea,  a  confiderable  fea-port  town  in  Syria,  and. thence  to  Aleppo, 
whence,  as  it  was  a.  great  Eaftern  mart,  I  entertained  hopes  that  I 
fhould  find  a  fpeedy,  or  at  leaft  a  certain  conveyance,  by  a  caravan, 
acrofs  the  deferts,  to  Bafforah,  apd  little  doubted  but  that  I  ihould  find 
a  veffel  at  fome  of  the  Venetian  ports,  either  bound,  or  belonging 
to  a  fea-port  of  fuch  commerical  confequence,  upon  which  I  could 
procure  a  paflage — But  in  this  I  was  difappointed ;  for,  on  the  fiilleft 
inquiry  that  I  could  make,.  I  found  that  there  was  only  one  fhip 
ready  to  fail,  and  no  probability  of  any  other  for  a  confiderable  time 
after — I  did  every  thing  I  could  to  avail  myfelf  of  this  conveyance, 
but  was  difappointed,  owing  to  a  young  lady  being  paffenger,  who 
was  daughter  to  the  owner  of  the  veffel — and  the  old  gentleman 
did  not  approve  of  an  Englifh  Officer  being  of  the  party  with  hi6 
daughter.  I  ufed  every  argument  without  fuccefs,  urging  the 
Refident,  Mr.  Strange,  who  had  behaved  very  politely  to  me 
during  my  fhort  refidence  at  Venice,  to  intereft  himfelf  about  itr 
I  likewife  entreated  Mrs.  Strange,  an  affable,  pleafant  woman, 
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to  exert  her  endeavours,  and  made  her  laugh,  by  propofing  to  her 
to  give  me  a  certificate  of  my  behaviour,  and  to  pledge  herfelf  to 
the  old  gentleman  that  the  happinefs  or  honour  of  his  family 
would  not  be  difturbed  by  me  during  the  pafiage. 

Hearing,  however,  that  a  fliip  lay  at  Triefte,  which  was  to 
fail  thence  for  Alexandria  in  Egypt,  I  determined  to  embrace  that 
opportunity,  and,  inftead  of  my  former  intended  route,  go  to  Grand 
Cairo,  thence  to  Suez,  and  fo  down  the  Red  Sea,  by  way  of  Mecca, 
to  Moca,  and  thence  to  Aden,  where  company's  veflels,  or  India 
country  traders  are  always  to  be  found  going  to  one  or  other  of  the 
Britifh  fettlements. 

I  accordingly  fet  out  for  Triefte,  with  all  the  impatience  of  a 
fanguine  mind,  anxious  to  change  place,  eager  to  pufli  forward,  and 
full  of  the  new  route  I  had  laid  down — the  charms  of  which,  par- 
ticularly of  feeing  Grand  Cairo,  the  Land  of  Egypt,  and  the  Pyramids, 
were  painted  by  my  imagination  ia  all  the  glowing  exaggerated 
colours  of  romance.  The  Captain  of  the  veffel  was  then  at  Venice, 
and  I  accompanied  him  to  Triefte,  which  is  about  fixty  miles  from 
Venice. 

Soon  after  our  arrival  at  Triefte,  I  had  the  mortification  to  find, 
that  the  veffel  was  by  no  means  likely  to  keep  pace  with  the  ardour 
of  my  mind,  and  that,  owing  to  fome  unfbrefeen  event,  her  de- 
parture was  to  be  delayed;  fo,  after  a  few  of  thofe  effufions  which 
may  be  fuppofed  on  fuch  an  occafion  to  efcape  a  man  of  no  very 
cool  temper  hanging  on  the  tenterhooks  of  expectation,  I  found 
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it  neceflary  to  fit  down,  and  patiently  wait  the  revolution  of  time 
and  event,  which  nothing  could  either  impede  or  accelerate. 

It  has  often  been  remarked,  and  is  held  as  a  point  of  faith  by 
Predeftinarians,  that  fome  men  are  doomed  by  fete  to  difappoint- 
ment — and  that,  when  they  are  fo,  no  wifdom  can  obviate,  no 
vigilance  provide  againft,  nor  no  refolution  refill,  her  decrees;  but, 
that,  in  fpite  of  all  the  efforts  of  reafon  and  induftry,  a  feries  of 
finifter  events  fliall  purfue  them  through  life,  and  meet  them  at 
every  turn  they  attempt  to  take.  Such  has  been  my  lot  for  the 
greateft  part  of  my  life — but  I  have  neither  faith  enough  in  Pre* 
deftination,  nor  felf-love  enough,  fo  far  to  blind  me  to  my  own 
faults,  as  to  fuppofe  that  lady  Fate  had  any  thing  at  all  to  do 
with  it.  No,  no;  it  was  often  owing  to  a  temper,  warm,  impatient 
and  uncontrouled,  which,  in  almoft  all  cafes  of  momentary  embar- 
raflment,  chafed  reafon  from  her  office,  ufurped  her  place,  and 
decided  as  chance  directed.  Let  every  man  examine  the  grounds 
of  all  his  ferious  difappointments  in  life  with  candour,  and  he  will 
find  phyfical  caufes  to  which  to  aflign  them,  without  reforting  to 
fupernatural.  For  my  part,  when  I  hear  a  man  fay  that  he  has 
been  all  his  life  purfued  by  ill-fortune,  I  dire&ly  conclude,  that 
either  he  has  been  a  blunderer,  or  thofe  he  dealt  with,  brutes.  In 
the  ordinary  operation  of  earthly  contingencies,  mifchances  will 
happen;  but  an  uniform  life  of  mifchance  cao  only  arife  from  mif- 
management,  or  a  very  extraordinary  chain  of  human  injuftice — 
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Thefe  reflections  arofe  from  the  following  incident : 
I  had  procured  a  fervant  to  attend  me  on  my  journey,  who, 
from  my  fliort  obfervation  of  him,  promifed  to  contribute  very 
confiderably  to  my  comfort,  my  convenience,  and,  indeed,  to  my 
fecurity  as  he  was  apparently  honcft,  fincere,  aftive  and  clever 
in  his  duty,  and  matter  of  feveral  languages,  and  particularly  of  the 
lingua  Franca,  a  mixture  of  languages,  peculiarly  ufeful  in  tra- 
velling through  the  Eaft.  Finding  that  I  was  likely  to  be  delayed  at 
•Triefte,  .and  conceiving  that  in  this  interim  letters  from  England, 
for  which  I  moft  ardently  longed,- might  have  arrived  at  Venice  for. 
me,  I  imprudently  and  impetuoufly  fent  him  to  Venice,  for  the 
purpofe  of  taking  them  up,  and  carrying  them  to  me.  But  guefs 
what  muft  have  been  my  feelings  when  I  found,  almoft  immedi- 
ately after  his  departure,  that  the  veffel  was  preparing  to  fail,  and 
that  I  muft  either  lofe  my  paflage  or  my  fervant :  anxious  though 
I  was  to  get  forward,  and  grievous  though  my  former  delay  had 
been  to  me,  I  hefitated  which  to  do ;  but  prudence,  for  once,  pre- 
vailed over  inclination  ;  and  I  determined,  at  all  events,  to  depart, 
under  all  the  embarraffment  attending  the  want  of  a  fervant  and 
linguift,  and  all  the  poignant  feelings  of  having  been  acceflary  to 
the   difappointment,    and   perhaps  the  injury  of  a  poor  fellow, 

whom  I  really  conceived  to  be  a  perfon  of  merit.     In  our  paffage 
to  Alexandria,  we  touched  at  Zante,  an  ifland  on  the  coaft  of 

Greece,  belonging  to  Venice.:  it  was  anciently  called  Zacynthus— 

is 
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is  about  fifty  miles  in  circumference,  and  contains  fifty  thoufand 
inhabitants.  Never  before  had  I  tafted  any  thing  equal  to  the  de- 
licious flavour  of  the  fruits  of  this  ifland—the  grapes  exquifite, 
and  the  melons  and  peaches  of  prodigious  bignefs  and  unequalled 
flavour.  The  ifland  is  abundantly  fruitful  in  wine,  currants,  oil, 
figs  and  corn,  but  is  very  fqbjedt  to  earthquakes.  Near  the  fea- 
port  which  we  entered  is  as  great  a  curiofity  in  Nature  as  is  any 
where,  I  believe,  to  be  found.  Two  fpring  wells  of  clear  frefh 
water  throw  up  large  pieces  of  real  pitch,  in  fuch  quantities,  that, 
it  is  faid,  the  people  colled,  one  year  with  another,  one  hundred 
barrels  of  it,  which  they  ufe  in  paying  their  fhippingand  boats. 

In  the  fir  ft  ftages  of  melancholy,  confolatiori  is  reje&ed  by  the 
mind  as  premature.  The  heart,  intent,  as  it  were,  upon  flipping 
full  of  woe,  difclaims  all  advances  of  comfort,  and  feeds  on  grief 
alone.  Hence  the  truly  fltilful  in  the  human  heart  confider  pre- 
mature confolation  as  an  aggravation  of  woe,  and  comfort  only  with 
condolence,  well  knowing  that  the  tide  of  grief  mull  take  its 
courfe,  and  that,  until  it  be  firfl:  full,  no  hopes  can  be  had  of  its 
retiring.  The  full  force  of  this  I  began  now  to  feel.  The  dif- 
quietude  of  domeftic  embarraflment — the  bitternefs  of  feparation 
from  all  I  loved — the  folitary  fadnefs  of  my  fituation,  wandering 
through  unknown  countries — myfelf  unknown  and  unfriended — 
aggravated  at  length  by  the  lofs  of  my  fervant,  who  was  a  fort  of 
prop  to  my  fpirits— and  my  being  cafl:  into  a  fhip  among  a  people 
whofe  language  I  little  underftood,  without  any  foul  or  one  circum- 
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fiance  to  mitigate  my  forrow,  or  confole  me  under  it  5  all  thefe,  I 
fay,  had  wound  up  my  feelings  to  the  highefi  pitch  of  fortune — 
More  miferable  I  could  not  be  when  the  Ifland  of  Zante  received 
me,  and,  for  the  firft  time  for  a  fad  feries  of  days,  raifed  me  with 
the  tranfporting  found  of  an  Englifti  voice. 

I  have  promifed,  my  Frederick,  to  give  you  a  candid  rela- 
tion, in  hopes  that  you  will  improve  by  it:  but  if  I  thought, 
that,  on  the  contrary,  any  thing  I  faid  fhould  tend  to  raife  in  your 
mind  a  fentiment  injurious  to  your  principles,  or  reflexive  on 
your  father's  condud,  but  to  be  an  example  and  admonitory 
guide  to  your  own,  I  fhould  condemn  my  candour  and  curfe  the 
hour  that  I  wrote — but,  I  truft  to  your  good  fenfe  and  difpofi- 
tion,  with  my  care  to  dired  them;  and  fhall,  but  not  without  hefi- 
tation,  proceed.  But,  as  I  have  already  fpun  out  this  Letter  to  fuch 
an  extent,  I  will  defer  my  further  relation  to  another. 


LETTER    XXVI. 


At  the  time  I  fet  out  upon  my  journey  over  land  to 
India,  I  was  (though  married,  and  the  father  of  children)  very 
young,  naturally  of  a  fanguine  conftitution :  my  attachment  to 
the  fair  fex  was  no  ways  diminiihed  by  a  military  education;  and 
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a  warmth  of  temper,  an  ardent  fenfibility  of  mind,  and  a  frank 
unfufpicious  difpofition,  left  me  but  too  often  to  regret  the  fa- 
cility with  which  I  yielded  to  the  charms  of  women.  But  the  re- 
gret for  each  error  was  willfully  fmothered  in  vain  determinations 
of  amendment — and  the  promifed  amendment  again  broken  in 
upon  by  fome  new  error.  Thus  it  was,  till  riper  years  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  weight  ftrengthene'd  my  reafon,  and  gave  it  in 
fome  greater  degree  that  dominion  it  fhould  have  over  my 
a&ions. 

Circumftanced  as  I  have  in  my  laft  Letter  defcribed  myfelf  to 
be,  and  conftituted  by  nature  and  education  as  I  have  mention- 
ed above,  I  landed  in  the  charming  ifland  of  Zante,  where 
Nature  herfelf  feems  to  have  confpired  againft  chaftity — mak- 
ing the  very  air  breathe  nothing  but  tranfport  and  delight. 
There  I  met  a  young  lady,  a  native  of  England — extremely 
pretty,  highly  accomplifhed,  and  captivating  in  the  extreme: 
flic  had  been  at  Venice  for  her  education — was  a  complete 
miftrefs  of  mufic,  and  expreffed  an  intention  of  following  it 
profeffionally  on  her  arrival  in  England,  Whither  (he  was  going 
paffenger  in  a  veffel  bound  there  from  Zante.  To  have  accident- 
ally met  with  a  native  of  England,  even  of  my  own  fex,  in  fuch 
a  diftant  corner  of  the  world,  under  fuch  circumftances  as  mine, 
juft  efcaped  from  the  horrid  life  I  had  for  fome  time  led,  muft  have 
filled  me  with  joy:  allowance,  therefore,  may  be  made  for  my 
feelings  on  meeting  this  young  lady,  and  for  my  thinking  of 
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fome  expedient  to  prevent  our  feparation.  She  laboured,  perhaps, 
under  the  preffure  of  feelings  as  difagreeable  as  my  own,  and  ex- 
prefled  her  fatisfaCtion  at  meeting  with  a  countryman  fo  very  un- 
expectedly. Referve  was  foon  thrown  off  on  both  fides:  we 
entered  into  a  converfation  interesting  and  confidential,  which  in- 
creafed  my  anxiety  to  keep  her  with  me,  and  in  order  to  perfuade 
her  to  accompany  me,  I  pointed  out  in  the  ftrongeft  colours  pof- 
fible,  the  great  advantages  fhe  might  derive  from  her  accomplish- 
ments in  India,  where  her  mufical  talents  alone,  exclufive  of  her 
various  captivating  qualities,  would  be  an  inxehauftible  mine  of 
wealth.  In  fhort,  I  fo  very  eagerly  enforced  my  propofal  to  accom- 
pany me,  and  time  was  fo  very  fhort,  that  fhe  confented,  and  in  two 
hours  we  had  arranged  every  thing  for  our  departure  together — 
and  here  with  fhame  and  forrow  I  confefs  (nor  fhall  ever  ceafe  to 
reget  it),  that  this  ecclaireciflement  communicated  the  firft  ray  of 
fubftantial  pleafure  to  my  heart  that  it  felt  fince  I  left  London. 

Thus  far,  our  projeCt  failed  before  the  wind :  wayward  ima- 
gination had  decked  it  out  in  the  moft  alluring  drapery  that  fancy 
could  fabricate,  and  prevented  us  from  feeing  the  impracticability  of 
it,  as  it  flood  in  the  nakednefs  of  truth;  and  when  it  came  to  be 
carried  into  execution,  a  thoufand  difficulties  occurred,  that  the 
wildnefs  of  pafiion,  and  the  warmth  of  our  feelings,  had  before 
concealed  from  our  view.  In  the  firft  place,  it  was  neceiTary  for 
her  to  obtain  the  confent  of  a  lady  to  whofe  care  and  protection 
{he  was  committed:  in  the  next  place,  accommodations  were  to  be 

procured 


(     163    ) 

procured  for  her  in  the  fame  fhip  with  me— a  circumftance  of 
moil  arduous  difficulty;  befides  which,  a  variety  of  other  impedi- 
ments— infuperable  indeed—concurred  to  fruftrate  our  views,  and 
put  an  end  to  our  projedt.  If  my  pleafure  at  meeting  her  was 
great,  my  anguifh  at  parting  with  her  was  inexpreffible.  I  had 
once  more  to  face  the  world  alone;  and,  on  the  fecond  day  of  my 
fojourning  at  Zante,  embarked  with  a  heavy  heart,  and  fet  fail  for 
Alexandria.  The  laft  difappointments  we  undergo,  fcem  always 
the  heavieft;  and  this  at  Zante  I  thought  at  that  time  to  be  the 
greateft  of  my  life.  But — oh !  fhort-fighted  Man !  bubble  of  every 
delulive  fhadow  !  I  never  reflected,  as  I  have  fince  done,  what  feri- 
ous  mifchiefs,  what  endlefs  mifery,  what  lofs  of  time,  means  and 
reputation,  I  may  by  that  providential  difappointment  have, 
efcaped — for  thefe  are  the  almoft  never-failing  confequences  of 
fuch  affairs.  It  too  often  happens,  that  the  fyren  who  deludes  a 
man  into  her  fnares,  is  the  very  perfon  who  infli&s  the  deadly 
wound  into  his  heart.  Avoid,  my  dear  Frederick!  avoid  all 
fuch,  as  you  would  avoid  plague,  peftilence,  or  ruin— fteel  your 
heart  by  timely  reflection  againft  their  advances.  In  all  your 
tranfa&ions  with  women,  like  a  good  General  in  warfare,  fecure  for 
your  heart  a  retreat;  for  it  will  be  too  late  to  find  that  they  are 
unworthy  when  your  heart  is  enfnared — and  when  you  find  them 
worthy  of  your  affe&ion,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  give  a  loofe  to 
the  fenfibility  of  your  heart.  A  virtuous  woman  is  beyond  all 
calculation  to  be  valued,  when  fhe  is  found;  but,  alas!  in  finding 
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her,  you  may  pafs  through  fo  many  fires  ordeal,  and  run  fuch 
danger,  that  it  is  almoft  a  doubt,  whether  a  wife  man  (if  he  can 
fetter  his  paffions)  had  not  better  difpenfe  with  the  bleffing,  than 
run  the  hazard  of  fearching  for  it. 

On  my  arrival  at  Alexandria,  I  found,  to  my  freih  mortifica- 
tion, that  the  plague  was  raging  all  over  Egypt — and  as,  if  this  was 
not  of  itfelf  fufficient  to  block  up  my  intended  route,  an  irruption 
of  the  Arabs,  who  in  formidable  bodies  infefted  all  the  roads,  put 
a  period  to  all  my  hopes  of  feeing  Grand  Cairo,  and  viewing 
the  curiofities  of  that  Country,  which  all  who,  like  us,  have  the 
Bible  put  early  into  their  hands,  are  taught  to  venerate  as  foon  as 
they  are  taught  to  read.  Here  I  thought  to  have  viewed  the 
pyramids,  whofe  antiquity,  origin,  or  intended  ufe,  have  baffled 
the  learned  and  ingenious  inquiries  of  fo  many  ages — of  behold- 
ing mount  Sinai,  the  ftone  of  Mofes,  the  track  of  the  Ifraelites* 
all  of  which  are  faid  to  be  clearly  pointed  out,  and  Geography 
by  that  means  brought  into  the  fupport  of  Sacred  Hiftory.  Thefe, 
and  many  things,  I  did  wifh  to  fee— they  are  worth  it:  but 
I  have  had  fince  reafon  to  believe,  that  my  ill  luck  was  not  fo 
great  as  I  then  thought  it;  for  the  fearch  i9  dangerous,  and  made 
prodigioufly  expenfive  by  the  exadtions  of  the  Mahomedan  Magi- 
ft rates.  It  is  as  well,  therefore,  to  travel  over  this  .^ountry  in 
books,  which  afford  us  good  information,  and  more  of  it,  at  an 
eafier  rate  than  you  could  purchafe  it  in  the  Country. 
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Alexandria  was  built  by  Alexander  the  Great,  foon  after  the 
overthrow  of  Tyre,  about  333  years  before  Christ,  and  is  fituated 
on  the  Mediterranean,  twelve  miles  Weft  of  that  mouth  of  the  Nile, 
anciently  called  Canopicum.  A  very  extraordinary  circumftance 
is  related,  as  a  proof  of  the  fuddennefsof Alexander's  refolution  to 
build  it :  After  he  had  directed  the  number  of  public  ftrudtures, 
and  fixed  the  places  where  they  were  to  ftand,  there  were  no  in- 
ftruments  at  hand  proper  for  marking  out  the  walls,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  thofe  times:  upon  this,  a  workman  advifed  the 
King  to  colledfc  what  meal  was  among  the  foldiers,  and  lift  it  in 
lines  upon  the  ground,  in  order  to  mark  out  the  circuit  of  the 
walls:  the  advice  was  followed,  and  the  King's  foothfayer  in- 
terpreted it  to  be  a  prefage  of  the  future  profperity  and  abundance 
of  the  city.  This  prophecy  was  certainly  afterwards  verified;  for 
it  foon  became  the  exporium  of  Commerce,  of  Arts  and  of 
Sciences. 

By  the  defcription  of  Strabo  and  other  Ancients,  it  appears 
that  this  city  was  built  upon  a  plan  well  worthy  the  vaft  mind  of 
its  founder ;  and  the  fragments  of  its  ornaments  afterwards  com- 
pofed  a  part  of  the  grandeft  embelliihments  of  Rome  and  Conftan- 
tinople.  In  the  Mufeum  of  the  Royal  Palace,  which  occupied  a 
fourth  parwof  the  city,  the  body  of  Alexander  was  depofited  in  a 
golden  coffin — but  the  deteftable  Seleucus  Cibyofactes  vio- 
lated the  monument,  took  away  the  golden  coffin,  and  fubftituted 
a  glafs  one  in  its  place. 

'      This 
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This  city,  like  moft  others  of  antiquity,  has  been  the  fcene  of 
terrible  maflacres.  About  two  hundred  years  after  its  foundation, 
it  was  totally  depopulated  by  Ptolemy  Physcon — the  very 
few  who  efcaped  flaughter,  flying  into  other  Countries.  Defirous, 
however,  not  to  reign  over  empty  houfes,  he  feduced  inhabitants 
from  the  neighbouring  Countries ;  and  again,  for  fome  flight  offence, 
determined  on  a  general  maffacre  of  the  young  men;  and  accord- 
ingly, when  they  were  one  day  affembled  in  the  Gymnafium,  or 
place  of  public  exercife,  he  ordered  it  to  be  fet  on  fire,  fo  that  all 
perifhed,  either  in  the  flames,  or  by  the  fwords  of  his  mercenaries, 
whom  he  had  placed  at  all  the  avenues.  Afterwards,  in  the  year 
of  Christ  2 15,  the  Emperor  Car  ac  all  a,  having  beenlampooned 
by  fome  of  the  inhabitants,  ordered  a  general  maflacre  by  his  numer- 
.  ous  troops,  who  weredifperfed  over  the  city.  The  inhuman  orders 
being  given,  all  were  murdered,  without  diftinttion  of  age  or  fex ;  fo 
that,  in  one  night's  time,  the  whole  city  floated  in  blood,  and  every 
houfe  was  filled  with  carcafes:  the  monfter  himfelf,  retiring  to 
the  Temple  of  Serapis,  was  all  the  time  imploring  the  protection 
of  the  Deity— a  proof  that  practical  devotion  and  the  moft  at- 
trocious  inhumanity  may  meet  in  the  fame  bofom.  As  if  this  had 
not  been  fufficient  vengeance,  he  ftripped  the  city  of  all  its  ancient 
privileges — ordered  all  ftrangers  who  lived  there  to  depart — and, 
that  the  few  who  remained  might  not  have  the  fatisfa&ion  of 
feeing  one  another,  he  cut  off  all  communication  of  one  ftreet  with 
another,  by  walls  built  for  the  purpofe,  and  guarded  with  troops. 

Not- 
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Notwithstanding  thcfe  maflacres,  Alexandria  again  recovered 
its  former  fplendour — and  was  again  facked  by  Amrou,  the  in- 
famous Saracen — and  all  the  intrepid  youth  of  the  city  perifhed 
with  arms  in  their  hands.  The  magnificence  of  the  city  may  be 
eftimated  from  the  account  written  by  Amrou  to  the  Caliph:  "  I 
have  taken,"  faid  he,  "  the  City  of  the  Weft;  it  is  of  an  immenfe 
extent ;  I  cannot  defcribe  to  you  how  many  wonders  it  contains : 
there  are  4000  palaces,  4000  baths,"  &c.  &c. 

The  great  advantages  of  the  Eaft  India  trade,  which  wa ;  then 
carried  on  by  the  Red  Sea,  preferved  Alexandria  through  feveral 
revolutions;  but  having  fallen  under  the  dominion  of  the  Turks, 
and  the  paflTage  round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  being  difcovered, 
a  fatal  blow  was  given  to  its  commerce,  and  it  has  fince  fallen  to 
decay.  It  is,  however,  even  now,  worth  the  attention  of  the  claflical 
traveller.  Entering  the  harbour,  we  paffed  by  the  Ifland  of  Pharos, 
where  Ptolemy  built  the  enormous  Tower  which  was  once  the 
wonder  of  the  world;  and,  when  riding  within  the  port,  nothing 
could  be  more  gratifying  than  to  fee  from*  thence  that  mixture  of 
ancient  and  modern  monuments  that  prefented  themfelves  to  the 
view,  on  which  ever  fide  the  eye  could  be  turned. 

Of  myriads  of  antiquities  which  this  place  affords  for  the 
infpedtion  of  the  curious,  I  fliall  mention  only  two—- One,  the 
Column  of  Pomp ey,  on  viewing  of  which,  the  remembrance  of 
that  great  and  good  man's  moft  unmerited  and  cruel  fate  extracted 
a  figh  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart :  this  pillar  engages  the  at- 
tention 
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tcntion  of  all  travellers ;  it  is  compofed  of  red  granite ;  the  capital 
is  Corinthian,  with  palm  leaves,  and  not  indented ;  the  fhaft  and 
the  upper  member  of  the  bafe  are  of  one  piece,  ninety  feet  long, 
and  nine  in  diameter ;  the  bafe,  a  fquare  of  fifteen  feet  on  each  fide ; 
the  whole  column  is  one  hundred  and  fourteen  feet  high,  perfe&ly 
well  poliihed,  and  only  a  little  fhivered  on  the  Eaftern  fide.  No- 
thing can  equal  the  majefty  of  this  monument :  feen  from  a  dis- 
tance, it  overtops  the  town,  and  Serves  as  a  fignal  for  veflels ; 
approaching  it  nearer,  it  produces  an  aftonifhment  mixed  with  awe : 
one  would  never  be  tired  of  admiring  the  beauty  of  the  capital,  the 
length  of  the  fhaft,  nor  the  extraordinary  fimplicity  of  the  pe- 
deftal.  Some  years  ago,  a  party  of  Englifh  feamen  contrived,  by 
flying  a  kite,  to  draw  a  line  over  the  pillar,  and  by  that  means  made 
a  kind  of  a  fhroud,  by  which  they  got  up,  and  on  the  very  top  of 
of  it  drank  a  bo.wl  of  punch,  to  the  utter  aftoniftiment  of  a  mul- 
titude who  came  to  fee  them ;  they  broke  off  one  of  the  volutes 
of  the  column,  but  amply  compenfatcd  for  this  mifchief  by  a  dif- 
covery  they  made,  as,  without  their  evidence,  the  world  would 
not  have  known,  at  this  hour,  that  there  was  originally  a  ftatue  on 
this  column,  one  foot  and  ancle  of  which,  of  enormous  fize,  are 
ftill  remaining.— The  other  is  the  Obelifk  of  Cleopatra,  of  im- 
menfc  fize,  and  of  one  fingle  piece  of  granite  marble.  Here  I 
obferved,  too,  a  thick  wall,  with  towers  mouldering  under  extreme 
age,  which  contained,  in  its  face,  fragments  of  architecture  of 
the  moft  exquifite  workfnanfhip,  fuch  as  broken  columns,  friezes, 

&c. 
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$cc. ;  thofe  were  the  antique  ruins  of  fome  fallen  pieces  of  anti- 
quity, at  the  time  that  this  antique  wall  was  built :  what,  then* 
piuft  be  die  length  of  time  fincc  they  had  firft  undergone  the  hand* 
of  the  workman?  Thefe  circumftances  tend  to  demonftratc,  that, 
far  back  beyond  the  reach  of  our  calculation,  the  Arts  flourished : 
and  when  one  thinks  of  the  miraculous  mafifcs  of  work  done  in 
former  ages — the  magnitude  of  the  pieces  of  which  thofe  works 
were  competed,  fuch  as  whole  columns  and  obeHlks  of  a  fingle 
block  of  marble — the  Colofius  of  Rhodes,  made  of  brafs,  one  foot 
of  which  was  placed  on  one  fide  of  the  harbour,  and  another  on 
the  other  fide,  fo  that  fhips  pafled  between  its  legs — we  cannot 
help  yielding  up  the  palm  to  the  Ancients  for  ftupendous  magnifi- 
cence, however  we  may  furpafs  them  for  the  ufeful,  the  elegant 
and  the  good. 

At  Alexandria  I  remained  about  twelve  days,  till,  wearied  of 
the  confined  ftate  I  lived  in  on  account  of  the  plague,  I  refclved  to 
devife  fome  means,  if  pofiible,  to  get  away,  and  at  length  hired  a 
boat  to  carry  me  to  the  ifland  of  Cyprus,  from  whencfe  I  con- 
cluded, that  I  ftould  find  no  fort  of  difficulty  in  procuring  a  con- 
veyance to  Latichea,  and  fo  proceed  by  my  firf|  intended  rouW.  I 
accordingly  arrived  at  Cyprus  in  perfe&  fafety,  where,  to  my  great 
fbrrow  and  aftonifjbment,  I  found  that  an  epidemical  fever,  equal 
in  its  effefis  to  a  plague,  prevailed :  however,  there  was  no  alter-, 
native ;  I  mull  run  the  rifque,  and  I  difinified  the  boat  that  carried 
me  from  Alexandria. 

Y  Although 
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Although  the  etymologies  of  the  namesf  of  places  are  of  very 
little  importance,  and  moft  frequently  uncertain,  I  think  it  probable 
that  the  Learned  are  right,  who  aflert  the  name  of  this  is  derived 
from  Kwgo$  (Cyprus)  or  Cyprefs — with  which  fhrubs  the  ifland 
abounds.  It  had,  in  ancient  times,  a  number  of  other  names--* 
one  of  which  was  Paphia,  whence  Venus,  who  was  worshipped  in 
it,  was  called  the  Paphian  Goddefs.  It  lies  thirty  miles  Weft  of 
Syria,  whither  I  was  bound,  ftretching  from  the  South- weft  to  the 
North-eaft,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  length,  and  feventy  in 
breadth  in  the  wideft  part  of  it. 

This  ifland  holds  a  very  high  rank  in  claffic  lore — It  gave 
birth  to  fome  great  Philofophers  and  confiderable  Pbets — The 
ApoftleBARNAB  as  was  a  native  of  it,  and,  affifted  by  St.Paul,  firft 
introduced  Chriftianity  among  them.  Famagufta,  a  town  on  the* 
Eaftern  part  of  the  ifland,  oppofite  to  the  fhore  of  Syria,  is  th6 
ancient  Salamis,  built  by  Teucer  the  fon  of  Telamon,  and  bro- 
ther of  Aj  AX. 

Symiflb,  on  the  South-eaft,  the  beft  port  in  Cyprus,  is  the 
Amathus  mentioned  by  Virgil  in  his  JEneid,  and  by  Ovid  in 
his  Metamorphofes.  And  BzS69  on  the  Weftern  coaft,  is  the 
H*<pc;   (Paphos)  of  antiquity,  famous  for  the  Temple  of  Venus. 

As  the  branches  of  sjn  Empire  moft  remote  from  the  great  feat 
of  Government  are  always  more  defpotiicdly  governed  than  thofe 
nearer  the  fource  of  redrefs,  Cyprus  has  been  ContinuaHy  ruled 
with  a  rod  of  iron  fince  it  came  into  the  hands  of  the  Turks.  While 

it 
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k  W&  under  the  dominion  of  Chriftians,  it  was  well-peopled,  having 
no  lefs  than  eight  hundred  or  a  thoufand  villages  in  it,  befides  fe- 
deral haodJbme  cities;  but  the  Turks  have  fpread  ruin  and  defolation 
over-  tike  country, 'and  it  is  now  fo  thinly  inhabited  that  more  than 
htifithejarids  lie  uncultivated. 

fc  Xhejfuj;  of.  this  ifland  is  now  for  the  moft  part  unwhokfome, 
owing  to  the  damps  arifing  from  the  many  fens  and  marftes  with' 
wJbith;theccamtry  abounds — while,  there  being  but  &W  Tprings 
or  rivers  in  the  ijland,  the  want  of  a  plentiful  fall , of  rain,  ak  proper 
geriods,  diftrcflcs  the  inhabitants  very  much  in  another  way;  and 
by  means  of  the  uncultivated  ftate  of  the  country,  they  a*e  greatly 
infefted  with  poifonous  reptiles  of  various  kinds. 

The  moft  remarkable  mountain  in  Cyprus  is  called  Olympus-^ 
4  name  common  to  feveral  other  mpuntains  in  Greece,  particu- 
larly to  that  in  Theflaly,  fb  famous  in  the  poetry  of  the  Ancients. 
That  in  Cyprus  is  about  .fifty  miles  in  circumference:  great  part 
of  it  is  covered  with  woods;  and  at  the  foot  of  it  are  fine  vineyards; 
which  produce  admirable  wine,  not  only  in  a  fufficiency  for  their 
own  confumption,  but  fqme  alfo  for  exportation— And  although  the 
greater  part  of  the  ifland  lies  uncultivated,  as  I  have  before  obferved, 
it  produces  a  fufficient  quantity  of  corn,  unlefs  in  feafons  when' 
their  harveft  fails,  in  which  cafe  the  people  are  eafily  fupplied  from 
the  continent.  They  have,  befides,  cattle  enough  for  their  own1 
confumption — Many  parts  of  the  country  abound  with  wild-fowl,  • 
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and  feveral  forts  of  game,  and  they  have  plenty  of  fiih  upon  the  lea 

coafts. 

Th$frade<?f  Cyprus  is  not  inconfiderable,  and  carried  on  chiefly 
by  Jews  and  Armenians:  the  commodities  in  which  they  ileal  are 
wine,  oil,  cotton,  wool,  fait,  filk,  and  twpotioe— hefidcsr  k  pro- 
duces ftver*l  forts  of  earth*  fit  for  the  ufe  of  painters,  particularly 
red,  black  and  yellow. 

lumptk  wonderful  production,  howemv  is  tbeikmous  (lone 
Afi&m  (A(beftQ&)  ine*ting»i0»ble*  or  Ap«Q«  (Amiantos)  im- 
ppllutuv  &  callsd  fitfw  its  extraordinary  property  of  refilling; 
fie*.  It  is.  related  that  the  Ajicieuti  made  but  of  this  ftone  a.  kind 
of  thread  that  would  remain,  unconfirmed  in  the  moft  intenfe  fire., 
TX.is  even  faid;  that  fomc  experiment*  have  been  made  in  modern 
d^ys,  which  have  fufikiently  proved  that,  the  thing  is  not  a  fi&ion. 
Jfi  fuch  extraordinary  queflions  as  this,  though  I  do  not  pofitively 
qqntr*di#,  I  always  fuipend  my  belief,  till  fomething  ftronger 
than,  me*e  aflcrtion  is  offered  to  convince  me. 

There  is  one  dreadful  milchief  to  which  this  ifland  isfubjed — 
Ig  the  hot  feafon,  locufb  come  from  die  Continent,  in  fwarms  fo 
Yflft  And  £b  thick  as  to  darken  the  fky  like  clouds.  Thofc  would 
qet tainly  devour  all  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  if  they  were  not  driven 
tp  Jea>  by  *  North  wind  that  uiually  blows  at  the  time  of  their 
OWting.  When  that  wind  happens  to  fail,  which  fortunately  is 
f<pUtoro,  the  oonfeqaeacc  is  a  total  demolition  of  the  fruits  of  the 
Country. 

The 
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Tbe  whole  ifland,  as  well  as  particular  towns,  was  entirely 
confecratedtotheGoddefs  Venus,  who  thence  was  called  Venus 
Cypria,  or  Dea  Cypria,  and  is  reprefcnted  by  the  Poets  as 
taking  a  peculiar  pleafure  in  vifiting  it — and  this  unqueftionably 
arofe  fmm  the  k>ofe  habits  and  lafcivious  temperament  of  the 
women  there,  who  certainly  are,  at  this  time,  not  remarkable  for 
chafldty. 

I  muft  confefs,  however,  that  I  felt  great  pleafure  in  entering 
Cyprus— it  was,  as  I  have  already  ftated,  claffic  ground,  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  Queen  of  Love.  But  a  traveller  who  vifits  it  with 
hopes  of  amufemenfi  will  be  much  difappointed;  for  in  no  one  par- 
ticular did  it  teem  to  me  to  refemble  that  Cyprus  famed  in  the 
Heathen  Story  and  Mythology.  Of  the  Cyprian  Queen's  favours 
the  ladies  feemed  to  boaft  no  one  mark,  fave  the  moft  naufeous* 
difguiling  lewdnefg— and  the  natural  fertility  of  the  foil  is  half 
loft  beneath  the  oppreffive  yoke  of  the  fervants  of  the  Turkifli 
Government.  Thus,  in  the  extraordinary  revolutions  that  human 
affairs  are  inceffantly  undergoing,  that  iiland  which  for  its  Hiperior 
beauties  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  reiidence  of  Love,  which  gave 
birth  to  the  Philofophers  Zeno,  Appollonius  and  Xenophow, 
is  now  a  miferahie,  half-cultivated  fpot,  peopled  with  a  mixture  of 
wretched  Turks,  Jews,  Greeks  and  Chriftians~-~groaning  under 
the  tyrrany  of  a  barbarous  defpotic  abufe  of  delegated  power—-* 
bfeftedwith  locuftt  which  devour  the  fruits  of  the  earth— -and 
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difgraced  by  a  race  of  ignominious  women*- who  efleem  it  to  be 
an  ad  of  religion  to  proftitute  themfelves  to  all  ftrangers. 

Our  Richard  the  Firft  made  a  xx>nqueft  of  this  iflajidon  his 
way  to  the  Holy  Land,  and  conferred  the  Royalty  of  it  on  Guy 
Lusignan,  King  of  Jerufalem.  The  Venetian^  poffeffed  them* 
felves  of  it  in  the  year  1480 — but,  in  the  fifteenth  century,  the 
Turks  difpofleffed  them,  and  have  ever  fince  kept  it  under  the 
yoke-*-**-!  ihould  have  remarked  that  their  wine  is  excellent. 

.Continuing,  my  route,  I  hired  another  boat,  after  only  forty- 
eight  hours  flay  at  Cyprus,  and  proceeded  for  Laticliea/.which,  as 
I  have  fomewhere  before  mentioned,:  is  a  confiderablc  fea-port 
town  of  Syria,  built  on  a  promontory  of  land,  which,  running  into 
the  fea,  occafions  its  being  continually  refrefhed  with  breezes.  For- 
tune, who  had  hitherto  been  not  very  liberal  in  her  difpenfations* 
now  favoured  me;  for,  jufl  as  I  arrived  at  Latichea,  a  caravan  was 
preparing.  The  Conful  of  the  Turkifh  Company  at  Cyprus  re- 
ceived me  with  great  politenefs  and  hofpitality — gave  me  a  Letter 
to  the  Refident  at  Latichea ;  and  by  his  inflru&ion  and  affiflance, 
after  a  very  fhort  flay,  I  fet  out  on  my  way  to  Aleppo  with  the 
.  caravan. 

As  I  fhall  hereafter  have  occafion  more  particularly  to  defcribe 
the  nature  of  thofe  caravans,  I  fhall,  for  the  prefent,  tell  you,  that 
this  was  compofed  of  no  other  beafls  of  burden  than  mules  and 
afles,  of  which  there  were  not  lefs  than  three  or  four  hundred  in 
number. 

Mounted 
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Mounted  on  a  mule,  I  travelled  along,  well  pleafed  with  the 
fertile  appearance,  of  the  Country,  and  delighted  with  the  ferenity 
of  the  air— -We:  were,  as  well  as  I  can  now  recoiled,  near  ten  days 
on  the  roadj  during  which  time  we  travelled  only  in  the  morning 
early,  and  in  the  heat  of  tfye  day  repofed  und^r  the  {hade  of  trees, 

I  was  informed,  that  if,  inftead  of  going  to  Latichea,  I  had 
gone  to  Scanderoon .  (otherwise  Alexandretta),  I  fhpuld,  in  the 
road  from  thence  to  Aleppo,  have  travelled  through  z  Country,  in 
which  the  moft  Angular  and  extravagant  cuftoms  prevail  that  exift 
in  any  Country  emerged  frombarbarifm — 'Several  of  thofe  I  heard; 
but  one  in  particular  was,  that  the  men  proftituted  their  wives  and 
daughters  to  all  comers — and  that  this  originated  from  a  principle 
of  religion,  though  there  was  every  reafon  to  believe,  that,  like 
many  of  their  religious  inftitutions,  it  was  at  laft  made  fubfervient 
to  the  gratification  of  avarice. 

On  my  way  to  Alleppo,  I  was  met  by  a  Mr. ,  an  Englifh 

Gentleman,  who  had  heard  of  my  coming,  and  who,  in  the  moft 
kind  and  hofpitable  manner,  infilled  upon  my  living  at  his  houfe 
inftead  of  the  Britifh  Conful's,  where  I  fhould  otherwife  have  refided 
during  my  ftay  there;  and  his  manner  of  aiking  me  was  fo  en- 
gaging, interesting  and  impreffive,  that  I  found  it  impofiible  to  refufe 
him. 

As  the  great  public  caravan  had  departed  from  Aleppo  before 
my  arrival,  and  the  expence  of  forming  a  private  one  on  my  ac- 
count was  too  ^reat,  as  I  was  travelling  on  my  own  account,  and 
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had  no  diipcitches  to  authorife  or  enforce  my:  departure,  or  bear 
me  out  in  the  expencej  I  'was  <xmftmined  to  remain  at  Aleppo 
till  fome  eligible  mode  of  travelling  occurred,  or  another  public 
caravan  wa&  formed— Thi*  delay  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
and  informing  myfelf  of  the  city  and  furrounding  country;  the  re* 
iblt  of  which,  I  fhalU  in  as  ihort  a  maimer  ad  pofliWe,  relate  ta  you 
In  a  future  Letter.  It  alfo  gave  occafion  to  one  of  thofe  unhappy 
incidents  which  I  have  fo  often  had  occafion  to  lament,  not  from 
any  confefcrofhefi  of  direft  criminality,  but  for  the  fcope  it  gave  to 
mifreprefentation,  and  the  injury  which  that  mifreprefentation  did 
me  in  the  opinion  of  fbme  of  my  friends. 
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Mf  deAr  Fred4ri£k, 
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So  long  as  the  rbutt  of  my  journey  lay  through  Eti-' 
topeaii  regiohs,  little  preferited  itfelf  relpe&ing  human  nature  of 
fiich  very  great  novelty  as  to  excite  admiration  or  awaken  curiofity. 
Iti  all  t&e  Various  Nations  through  which  we  have  paflcd^  a  certain 
parity  of  feritiiheiit,  arifing  frorti  fhe  one  great  fubftratum,  Chrif- 
tiariity,  gave  the  fame  general'  colouring  to  all  the  fcenes,  how- 
ever they  might"  differ  from  each  other  in  their  various  fliadings. 
Whatever  diflitftiliTude  the  influence  of  accident,  cliiriate,  or  local 
circumftance,  may,  in  the  revolutions  of  ages,  have  introduced  into 
their  manners,   cuftoms,    municipal   laws,  and  exterior  forms  of 
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worfliip — the  great  Code  of  Religion  and  Moral  Sentiment  re*r 
mains  nearly  the  fame  with  all :  and  right  and  wrong,  good  and 
evil,  being  defined  by  the  fame  principles  of  reafon,  and  afcertained 
by  the  fame  boundaries,  bring  the  rule  of  conduct  of  each  to  fo 
clofe  an  approximation  with  that  of  the  others,  that,  when  com- 
pared with  thofe  we  are  now  to  attend  to,  they  may  really  be  con- 
fidered  as  one  and  the  fame  people. 

In  the  Empire  now  before  us,  were  we  to  leave  our  judgment 
to  the  guidance  of  general  opinion  of  Chrifiian  Nations,  we  fhould 
have,  on  the  contrary,  to  contemplate  Man  under  a  variety  of  forms 
and  modifications,  fo  entirely  different  from  thofe  to  which  habit  has 
familiarifed  our  minds,  as  at  firft  to  imprefs  us  with  the  idea  of  a 
total  difruption  from  our  nature,  and  induce  us,  as  it  has  already 
the  generality  of  our  people,  to  divorce  them  from  a  participation 
of  all  thofe  fympathetic  feelings  which  ferve  to  inforce  the  difcharge 
of  mutual  good  offices  among  men.  Deducing  all  their  principles, 
not  only  of  moral  conduct,  but  municipal  government,  from  a 
religion  radically  different  from,  and  elfentially  adverfe  to>  ours ; 
deluded  by  that  fyftem  into  a  variety  of  opinions  which  liberality  itfelf 
muft  think  abfurd  ;.  unaided  by  that  enlightened  philofophy  which 
learning,  and  learned  men,  a£ting  under  the  influence  of  compara- 
tive Freedom,  and  affifted  by  the  art  of  Printing,  have  difFufed 
through  the  mafs  of  Europeans ;  and  living  under  a  climate  the 
moft  unfavourable  to  intelle&ual  or  bodily  exertion,  they  exhibit 
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ft  fpedacle  which  the  philofophic  and  liberal  mind  mull  view 
with  difapprobation,  regret  and  pity — the  illiberal  fierce  Chriftian. 
with  unqualified  deteftation  and  difguft :  while,  on  their  part,  bi- 
goted to  their  own  principles  and  opinions,  they  look  on  us  with> 
abhorrence,  and  indulge  as  confcientioiis  a  contempt  of,  and  antipathy 
to  Chriftians,  which  I  apprehend  no  lapfe  of  time,  without  a  great 
change  of  circumftance,  will  be  able  to  eradicate.  Should  Maho- 
medanifm  and  Chriftianity  ever  happen  to  merge  in  Deifm  (but 
not  otherwife),  the  inhabitants  of  Syria  and  Europe  will  agree  to* 
confider  each  other  even  as  fellow-creatures.  In  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal, Jew,  Turk,  and  indeed  Proteftant,  are  without  diftin&ion  call* 
ed  hogs.  In  Turkey,  Jews  and  Chriftians  are  indifcriminately' 
called  dogs  ;  each  thinking  the  other  completely  excluded  from* 
the  pale  of  humanity,  and  well  worthy  the  dagger  of  any  true, 
believer  who  would  have  the  piety  to  apply  it.. 

You  will  allow,  my  dear  Frederick,  that  it  muft  have  been* 
rather  an  important  contemplation*  to  your  Father,  to  have:  perhaps, 
two  thoufand  miles  to  travel  through  the  immenfe  and  almoft  track*- 
lefs  wilds  of  a  Country  inhabited  by  fuch  people,  without  the  con- 
folation  of  any  others  to  accompany  him  in  his  journey  j,  for,  unlefs 
a  public  difpatch  was  to  overtake  me,  there  was  little  probability  of. 
my  having  a  fingle  European  partner  of  my  fatigue  and  perils. 

However,  as  the  period  was  not  yet  arrived  at  which  I  was  to* 
go  forward,  or  even  determine  my  mode  of  travelling,  I  endeavoured; 
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to  foothe  my  mind  as  much  as  I  could  into  content,  and  to  take 
advantage  of  my  ftay  at  Aleppo,  to  acquire  all  the  knowledge  pof- 
fible  of  the  place,  that  is  to  fay,  of  that  city  in  particular,  and  of 
the  Turkilh  government  and  manners  in  general, 

A  diftant  view  of  Aleppo  fills  the  mind  with  expectations  of 
great  fplendour  and  magnificence.  The  mofques,  the  towers,  the 
large  ranges,  of  houfes  with  flat  roofs,  rifing  above  each  other,  ac- 
cording to  the  floping  hills  on  which  they  ftand,  the  whole  varie* 
gated  with  beautiful  rows  of  trees,  form  altogether  a  fcene  magnrfi- 
cent,  gay,  and  delightful :  but,  on  entering  the  town,  all  thofe  ex- 
pected beauties  vaaiih,  and  leave  nothing  in  the  ftreets  to  mett  the 
eye,  but  a  difinal  fueceffion  of  high  ftone  walls,  gloomy  as  the  r&- 
oeflea  of  a  convent  or  ftate  prifon,  and  unenlivened  by  windows, 
embellifhed,  as  with  us,  by  the  human  face  divine;  The  ftreets 
themfelves,  not  wider  than  feme  of  the  meaneft  alleys  in  London, 
overcaft  by  the  height  of  the  priibn^haufes  on  either  fidey  are  ren- 
dered ftili  more  formidably  gloomy  by  the  foKtude  and  filence  that 
pervade  them j  while  here  and  there  a  lattice  towards  the  top,  barely 
vifible,  ftrikes  the  ibul  with  the  gloomy  idea  of  thraldom,  coercion 
and  fmprifonment. 

This  deteflable  mode  of  building',  which  owes  its  origin  to- 
jealoufy,  and1  the  fcandatous  reffraints  every  man  is-  empowered1  by 
the  laws  and  religion  of  the  place  to*  impofe  upon  the  women 
configned1  either  by  fale  or  Birth  to  Ms  tyranny,  extendi  not  to  the 
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iafide  of  the  houfes,  many  of  which  are  magnificent  and  handfomc* 
and  all  admirably  fuited  to  the  exigencies  of  the  climate,  and  the 
domeftic  cuftoms  and  manner  of  living  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  city  is  adorned,  it  is  true,  here  and  there,  with  mofque* 
and  appendant  towers,  called  Minarets,  from  which  cryers  call 
the  Faithful  to  prayers  ;  and  in  fome  of  the  ftreets  there  are  arches 
buik  at  certain  diftances  from  each  other>  fo  as  to  carry  the  eye  di- 
re&ly  through  them,  and  form  a  vifta  of  confiderable  grandeur :  but 
all  thefe  are  far  from  fufficient  to  counterbalance  the  general  afpedt 
of  gloominefs  and  folitude  which  reigns  over  the  whole,  and  ren- 
ders it  fo  peculiarly  difgufting,  particularly  at  firft  fight,  to  an  Eng- 
lishman who  has  enjoyed  the  gaiety  and  contemplated  the  freedom 
of  a  city  in  Great  Britain. 

The  mofques  (Mahomedan  temples)  are  extremely  numerous 
In  this  city ;  indeed  almoft  as  much  fo  as  churches  and  convents 
m  the  popifli  countries  of  Chriftendom.  There  is  nothing  in  their 
external  appearance  to  attract  the  notice  of  the  traveller,  or  indulge 
the  eye  of  the  architect ;  they  are  almoft  all  of  one  form — an  oblong 
quadrangle:  and  as  to  the  mfide,  I  never  had  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  one ;  none  but  Muffulmen  being  permitted  to  enter  them,  at 
leaft  at  Aleppo. 

The  next  buikfi ngs  of  a  publk  kind  to  the  mofques  that  defenre 
to  be  particularly  mentioned,  are  the  caravanferas — buildings  which,, 
whether  we  coafider  the  fprrit  of  beneficence  and  charity  that  firflr 
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fuggefted  them,  their  national  importance,  or  their  extenfive  utility, 
may  rank,  though  not  in  fplendour  of  appearance,  at  leaft  in  true 
value,  with  any  to  be  found  in  the  world. 

Caravanferas  were  originally  intended  for,  and  are  now  pretty 
generally  applied  to,  the  accommodation  of  ftrangers  and  travellers, 
though,  like  every  other  good  inftitution,  fometimes  perverted  to  the 
purpofes  of  private  emolument  or  public  job:  they  are  built  at 
proper  diftances  through  the  roads  of  the  TurkUh  dominions,  and 
afford  the  indigent  or  weary  traveller  an  afylum  from  the  incle- 
mency of  the  weather  j  are  in  general  very  large,  and  built  of  the 
moft  folid  and  durable  materials  j  have  commonly  one  ftory  above 
the  ground  floor,  the  lower  of  which  is  arched,  and  ferves  for  ware-? 
houfes  to  flow  goods,  for  lodgings  and  for  (tables,  while  the  upper 
is  ufed  merely  fer  lodgings  ;  befides  which,  they  are  always  accom- 
modated with  a  fountain,  and  have  cooks  fhops  and  other  conveni- 
ences to  fupply  the  wants  of  the  lodgers.  In  Aleppo  the  Caravan- 
feras are  almoft  exclufively  occupied  by  merchants,  to  whom  they 
are,  like  other  houfes,  rented. 

The  fuburbs  of  Aleppo,  and  the  furrounding  country,  are  very 
handfome,  pleafant,  and,  to  a  perfon  coming  out  of  the  gloomy 
city,  in  fome  refpe&s  interefting.  Some  tofled  about  into  hill  and 
valley  lie  under  the  hands  of  the  hirfbandman ;  others  are  covered 
with  handfome  villas  j  and  others  again  laid  out  in  gardens,  whither 
the  people  of  Aleppo  occafionally  refort  for  amufement. 
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The  roofs  of  all  the  houfes  are  flat,  and  formed  of  a  competi- 
tion which  refifts  the  weather  effectually.  On  thofe  moft  of  the 
people  fleep  in  the  very  hot  weather:  they  are  feparated  from  each 
other  by  walk  j  but  the  Franks,  who  live  contiguous  to  one  another, 
and  who,  from  their  difagreeable  circumftances  with  regard  to  the 
Turks,  are  under  the  neceffity  of  keeping  up  a  friendly  and  harmo- 
nious intercourfe  together,  have  doors  of  communication,  which 
are  attended  with  thefe  fortunate  and  pleafing  advantages,  that 
they  can  make  a  large  circuit  without  defcending  into  the  ftreets, 
and  can  vifit  each  other  during  the  plague,  without  running  the  rifle 
of  catching  the  infedion  by  going  among  the  natives  below. 

There  is  a  caftle  in  the  city  which  I  had  nearly  forgotten  to 
mention — The  natives  conceive  it  to  be  a  place  of  great  ftrength.  It 
could  not,  however,  withftand  the  ihock  of  a  few  pieces  of  ord- 
nance for  a  day.  It  is  efteemed  a  favour  to  be  permitted  to  fee  it  j 
and  there  is  nothing  to  recompenfe  one  for  the  trouble  of  obtaining 
permiffion,  unlefe  it  be  the  profpefl:  of  the  furrounding  country, 
which  from  the  battlements  k  extenfive  and  beautiful. 

Near  this  caftle  ftands  the  Seraglio,  a  large  old  building,  where 
the  Balhaw  of  Aleppo  refides :  the  whole  of  it  feemed  to  me  to  be 
kept  in  very  bad  jrepair,  considering  the  importance  of  the  place.  It 
is  furrounded  by  a  ftrong  wall  of  great  height :  befides  which,  its 
contiguity  to  the  caftle  is  very  convenient ;  as,  in  cafe  of  popular 
tumults,  or  inteftine  commotions,  the  Balhaw  finds  an  afylum  in  the 
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latter,  which  commands  and  overawes  the  city*  add  is  never  with- 
out a  numerous  garriiba  under  the  command  of  an  Aga. 

Such  la  the  fummaiy  account  I  hare  been  able  tQ  colled  of 
Aleppo,  the  capital  of  Syria ;  which,  mean  though  it  is  when  com- 
pared  with  the  capitals  of  European  countries,  m  certainly  the  thir4 
city  for  fpl^ndour,  magnificence,  and  importance*  in  the  vaft  ex^ 
tent  .of  the  Ottoman  Empire — Conftantinople  and  Grand  Caico.on^y 
excelling  it  in  thofe  points,  and  no  other  beating  any  fort  of  com- 
petition  with  k. 


LETTER     XXVIII. 


Jiowever  fa&ion  may  agitate,  or  abufe  irritate  the 
minds  of  men  againft  the  executive  branch  of  their  Government, 
the  People  of  every  Nation  under  Heaven  are  difpofed  to  think  their 
own  Conftitutional  Syftem  the  beft ;  and  the  artful  intertextwe  of 
religion  with  Governments  confirms  them  in  that  opinion,  and 
often  configns  the  underftanding  to  unalterable  error  and  illiberal 
prejudice.  It  would  be  wonderful,  then,  if  the  Turkiffc  Conftitu- 
tion,  founded  on  the  Koran,  was  not  looked  upon  with  abhorrence 

3  by 


(  11  ) 

by  the  bulk  of  the  Cbriftian  world ;  and  more  wonderful  {till*  i£ 
the  outrageous  zeadots  of  the  Chriftian  Church,  who  for  fo  lAany 
centuries  engrofled  all  the  learning  of  Europe  to  themfelves,  (fcouki 
not  have  handed  down  with  exaggerated  mifreprefentation  every 
circumftance  belonging  to  the  great  enemies  of  their  faith.  But 
that,  it  this  day  of  intellectual  illumination.  Mankind  fhould  be  en- 
veloped in  fuch  error  and  darknefs,  with  regard  to  the  govettteient: 
of  fb  large  a  portion  of  the  globe  as  Turkey,  is  extraordinary;  And 
only  to  be  accounted  for  by  a  reference,  in  the  firft  place,  <t«  th«fc 
religious  prejudices  which  we  fuck' in  from  our  hurfe,  anid  Which 
habit,  inceflaW  document,  and  every  part  of  out  education,  tetid  to 
confirm  in  our  minds ;  and  in  the  next,  to  that  indii^ofitteh  the 
human  mind  feels  to  part  with  its  old  prejudices,  and  the  general 
indolence  and  incapacity  of  men  to  acquire  knowledge  by  tHtf  ttrto^ 
ous  and  fatiguing  paths  of  ftudy* 

The  Turkifh  Government  is  grofely  mifreprefeated*  Weraour 
opinions  to  be  cUre&ed  by  the  general  belief  of  Europeaas,  wd 
ftrtuld  fuppofe  that  the  life  and  property  of  every  being,  in  that 
vaft  Empire  .were  irremediably  at  the  mercy  of  the  Gramd  Seignior 
—and  that,  without  laws  to  prote&,  or  any  intermediate  -potvtfr 
whatever  to  fhield  them,  they  were  entirely  fubje£t  to  ihe  capricious 
will  of  an  inexorable  tyrant,  who,  Simulated  by  Cruelty,  fharpened 
by  avarice*  and  unfeftrained  by  any  law  human  or  divine,  did 
every  thing  to  opprefs  his  fubjeds,  and  carry  deftmfifcion  among 
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Mankind.  I  firmly  believe,  that,  from  the  combination  of  idea*  arif- 
ing  from  thofe  prejudices,  there  are  few  Chriftians  who  think  or 
hear  of  the  Grand  Turk,  that  do  not,  by  an  involuntary  ad  of  the 
mind,  inftantly  think  of  blood  and  murder,  ftrangling  with  bow* 
ftrings,  and  flicing  off  heads  with  ci  met  era. 

As  there  is  no  part  of  your  education  more  near  my  heart  than 
the  eradicating  illiberal  prejudices  from  your  mind,  and  fortifying 
you  againfl  their  affaults ;  I  find  it  impoflible  to  refrain  from  giv- 
ing you  my  opinion  of  the  Turkifli  Government,  which  I  have  been 
at  fome  pains  to  colled,  as  well  from  oral  information  as  from  the 
beft  authors ;  and  which,  though  very  far  from  what  a  generous 
and  univerfally  philanthropic  difpofition  would  wifh  them'  to  have, 
is  very  different  from  that  which  is  generally  attributed  to  them, 
and  unqueftionably  far  more  limited  in  its  powers  than  the  Govern- 
ments of  feveral  Chriftian  countries  I  could  mention. 

The  Conftitution  of  that  country  is  laid  down  exprefsly  in  the 
Koran.  The  Emperor  of  Turkey  (commonly  called  the  Grand 
Seignior)  is  a  defcendant  of  Mahomet,  who  pretended  he  had  the 
Koran  from  Heaven :  and  he  is  as  much  bound  by  the  inftitutes 
of  that  book  as  any  fubjed  in  his  realm— is  liable  to  depofition  as 
they  to  punifhment  for  breach  of  them,  and  indeed  has  been  more 
than  once  depofed,  and  the  next  in  fucceflion  raifed  to  the  Throne. 
Thus  far,  it  is  obvious,  his  power  is  limited  and  under  controul.  But 
that  is  not  all— It  is  equally  certain  that  the  Turkifli  Government  is 

partly 


(      13      ) 

partly  Republican  j  for,  though  the  People  at  large  have  no  (hare  in 
the  legiflation,  and  are  excluded  by  the  Koran  from  it  (which 
Koran  has  cftablifhed  and  precifely  afcertained  their  rights,  privU 
leges,  and  perfonal  fecurity),  yet  there  is  an  intermediate  power 
whieh,  when  roufed  to  exertion,  is  ftronger  than  the  Emperor's, 
and  ftands  as  a  bulwark  between  the  extremes  of  Defpotifm  and 
them.  This  body  is  the  Ulama,  compofed  of  all  the  members 
of  the  Church  and  the  Law,  fuperior  to  any  Nobility,  jealous  of 
their  rights  and  privileges,  and  partly  taken  from  the  People,  not  by  * 
ele&ion,  but  by  profeffion  and  talents. — In  this  body  are  comprifed 
the  Meulahs,  the  hereditary  and  perpetual  guardians  of  the  reli- 
gion and  laws  of  the  Empire  :  they  derive  their  authority  as  much 
as  the  Emperor  from  the  Koran,  and,  when  neceffary,  a&  with  all 
the  firmnefs  refulting  from  a  convi&ion  of  that  authority ;  which 
they  often  demonftrate  by  oppofing  his  meafures,  not  only  with 
impunity,  but  fuccefs.  Their  perfons  are  facred  ;  and  they  can,  by 
m.eans  of  the  unbounded  refped  in  which  they  are  held,,  roufe  the 
People  to  arms,  and  proceed  to  depofe.  But,  what  is  much  more,  the 
Emperor  cannot  be  depofed  without  their  concurrence. 

If,  by  this  provifion  of  the  Conftitution,  the  power  of  the  Mo~ 
narch  is  limited,  and  the  perfonal  fecurity  of  the  fubje<a  afcertained* 
on  the  one  hand ;  the  energy  of  the  Empire  in  its  external  opera- 
tions is,  on  the  other,  very  frequently  and  fatally  palfied  by  it. 
Declarations  of  war  have  been  procraftinated,  till  an  injurious  and 
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irrecoverable  a£fc  of  hoftiiity  has  been  fuftained  j  and  peace  often 
protra&ed,  when  peace  would  have  been  advantageous.  The  Ulama 
being  a  numerous  body,  it  had  been  found  always  difficult,  often 
impoffible,  to  unite  fo  many  different  opinions  j  and  nothing  being  to 
be  done  without  theif  concurrence,  the  executive  power  finds  it 
fcften  impoffible  to  take  a  decifive  ftep  in  a  crifis  of  advantageous 
Opportunity,  But  as  this  code  of  laws  and  government  is  received 
as  a  divine  revelation,  binding  both  Prince  and  People,  and  fuppofed 
to  be  fealed  in  Heaven,  the  breach  of  it  would  be  fufficient  to  con* 
fign  even  the  Monarch  to  depofition  and  death. 

As  to  the  military  force,  which  in  the  hands  of  all  Defpots 
has  been  made  thft  inftrument  of  the  People's  flavery,  that  of  tha 
Turk  could  avail  him  nothing;  and,  whenever  it  does  interfere, 
a£ks  only  to  his  overthrow.  The  very  reverence  they  have  for  his 
peribn  arifing  from  obedience  to  their  Religion,  they  are,  h  forfiori% 
governed  by  it,  not  him.  He  holds  no  communication  with  them  j 
and  the  (landing  force  of  the  JanifTaries  is,  compared  with  the  mafs 
of  the  People,  only  a  handful.  Some  wild  accounts,  indeed,  have 
ftatcd  it  at  300,000  j  but  the  beft  informed  fix  it  below  60,000,  of 
which  a  great  part  confifts  of  falfe  mufters  and  abufes— great  multi- 
tudes being  enrolled  to  obtain  certain  privileges  annexed  to  the  office 
of  Janifiary.  The  fa£t  is,  that  the  chief  force  of  the  Empire  is  a 
militia  compofed  of  the  People ;  who,  with  refpeft  to  obedience 
rind  fubordination,  are  fo  loofe  that  they  leave  their  duty  whenever 
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ibey  pleafe,  without  receiving  any  punifhmenL  How  far  the  People 
of  Turkey  are  protected  from  the  encroachments  of  power,  will 
appear  from  the  recital  of  a  fad  related  by  one  of  the  beft  and  moft 
liberal  of  our  Kiftorians  on  that  fubjedt,  and  which  is  of  too  great 
notoriety  to  be  doubted 

In  the  year  1755,  the  Porte,  as  it  is  called,,  or  Palace  of  the 
Grand  Vizir  at  Conftantinople,  was  burnt  down :  in  laying  the 
plan  for  rebuilding  it  on  the  former  lite,  the  leading  confideration 
waa,  haw  to  contrive  matters  fo  as  to  render  it  fecure  from  accidents 
of  a  like  nature  in  future  j  and  it  was  determined  that  the  only  cer- 
tain means  to  do  fo  was,  to  leave  a  fpace  of  clear  ground  all  round 
it,  for  which  purpose  the  contiguous  houfes  fhould  be  purchased 
from  the  proprietors,  and  demoEihed.  All  the  owners  of  die  houfes 
agreed  to  the  fide,  except  one  old  woman,  who  pertinacioufly  reftifed : 
Ihe  faid  ihe  was.  born,  aid  had  lived  all  her  life,  in  that  Jpat,  and 
would  not  quit  it  for  any  one.  Now,  in  England,  for  the  conye* 
silence  of  a  private  canal,  the  Parliament  would  force  her  to  fell. 
But  what  did  they  fay  in  Turkey  ?  When  all  the  people  cried  out,- 
u  Why  does  not  the  Sultan  ufe  his  authority,  and  take  the  boufe, 
u  and  pay  her  the  value  V9  No .!  anfwered  the  Magiftrates  and  the 
Ulama,  it  is  impoffible!  it  cannot  be  done!  it  is  her  property. 
While  the  power  of  the  Monarch  is  thus  limited,  and  the  rights  of 
the  People  thus  afcertained  by  the  Koran,  and  in  things  manifeft 
and  open  to  view  rigidly  adhered  to,  juftice  between  man  and  man 
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is  rarely  adminiftered ;  for,  though  the  laws  themfelves  are  good,  the 
corrupt  adminiftration  of  them  difarms  their  effeft,  and  diftorts  them 
from  their  purpofe.  The  venality  of  the  Judges  is  beyond  con- 
ception flagitious  and  barefaced ;  and  their  connivances  at  falfe  wit- 
nefles  fo  fcandaloufly  habitual,  that  teftimony  is  become  an  article 
of  commerce,  and  can  be  procured  with  a  facility  and  at  a  price 
that  at  once  ftamps  an  opprobrium  on  the  country,  and  furnRhes 
matter  of  wonder  to  the  confiderate  mind,  how,  if  Judges  are  flagi- 
tious and  lhamelefs  enough  to  be  guilty  of  it,  the  People  can  bear 
fuch  a  pernicious  fyftem  fo  long.  Hence  flow  all  the  cenfures  on 
the  laws  and  government  of  that  country — hence  moft  of  the 
impediments  under  which  its  commerce  and  agriculture  languifh ; 
while  the  a&ual  written  laws  of  the  realm  are,  if  duly  admini- 
ftered, fufficiently  adequate  to  the  fecurity  of  property,  the  regula- 
tion of  commerce,  the  reprefficm  of  vice,  *nd  the  punifhment  and 
prevention  of  crimes. 

In  endeavouring  to  guard  your  mind  againft  an  illiberal,  vulgar 
prejudice,  I  have  flated  to  you  what  the  Turkifh  Conftitution  is, 
and  what  the  Laws  ?  but  you  muft  not  carry  what  I  have  faid  to  an 
overftraincd  or  forced  interpretation,  I  would  not  have  you  infer 
that  the  People  are  well  governed  j  I  only  fay,  that  their  Conftitu- 
tion contains  within  it  the  means  of  better  governmenr  than  is  fup- 
pofed.  I  would  not  have  you  infer  that  property  is  always  fecure ; 
I  barely  fay  there  are  laws  written  to  fecure  it.   This  too  I  wifh  to 
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anpfefs  on  you,  that  the  common  people  are  more  free*  and  that 
property  and  life  are  better  Secured,  in  Turkey,  than  in  fome  Eu- 
ropean countries*  I  will  mention  Spain  for  one.  Like  the  country 
we  are  now  contemplating,  fear  keeps  them,  as  difunited  individuals, 
under  paffive  obedience  in  ordinary  cafes j  but,  unlike  the  Spaniards, 
when  notorkmfly  aggrieved — when  their  property  or  religious  eode 
k  forcibly  violated— when  the  Prince  would  riot  in  blood,  and 
perfift  in  an  unfuccefsful  war — the  Turks  appeal  to  the  Law  j  they 
find  a  Chief;  the  foldiery  join  their  ftandard,  and  depofe  or  deftroy 
him,  not  on  the  furious  pretext  of  popular  hatred,  but  upon  the  le- 
gitimate ground  of  the  Koran,  as  an  infidel,  and  a  violator  of  the 
laws  of  God  and  Mahomet — They  always,  however,  place  his  re- 
gular fucceflbr  on  the  Throne.  Yet,  notwithftanding  die  general 
venality  which  pollutes  the  fountains  of  Juftice,  and  notwithftand- 
ing the  great  abufe  of  power  to  which  I  have  alluded,  their  in- 
ternal policy  is,  in  many  refpe&s,  excellent,  and  may  be  compared 
with  advantage  to  that  of  any  Natioa  in  Europe.  Highway-robbery, 
houfe-breaking,  or  pilfering,  are  little  known  and  rarely  pradtifed 
among  them  ;  and  at  all  times  the  roads  are  as  fecure  as  the  houfes. 
Ample  provifions  too  are  made  agaitift  thofe  petty  fccret  frauds, 
wbich  many  who  carry  a  fair  face  in  England,  and  would  bring  an 
a&ion  of  damages  againft  one  that  fhould  call  them  rogues,  pra&ife 
every  day.  Bakers  are  the  mod  frequent  vidtims  of  juftice,  and 
are  not  infrequently  feen  hanging  at  their  own  doors.     They  are 
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mul&ed  and  baftinadoed  for  the  firft  and  fecond  offence,  and  pn 
the  third,  a  ftaple  is  driven  up  in  their  door-cafe,  and  they  are  hanged 
from  it.  Notwithftanding  which,  men  are  conftantly  found  hardjr 
enough  to  purfue  the  fame  courfe  of  practice  j  and  this  is  the  more 
extraordinary,  as  the  police  is  fo  ftridtly  attended  to,  that  the  Bafivaw 
or  Vizir  himfelf  goes  about  in  difguife,  in  order  to  difcover  frauds 
and  detedt  the  connivances  of  the  inferior  officers  of  juftice.  But 
what  will  our  great  Ladies,  who  confume  their  nights,  deftroy  their 
conftitution,  and  fquander  their  hufbands*  property  in  gambling; 
who  afterwards,  to  repair  their  fliattered  finances,  have  recourfe  to 
the  infamous  expedient  of  keeping  gaming-houfes,  and  endeavour 
to  recover  by  degrading  means  what  they  have  loft  by  folly,  to  the 
difgrace  of  themfelves  and  family,  and  the  fhame  of  their  fex  and 
rank — What  will  they  fay  when  I  tell  them,  that  gaming  is  held 
among  the  Turks  to  be  as  infamous  as  theft,  and  a  gamefter  looked 
upon  with  more  deteftation  than  a  highway  robber  ?  The  Turkifll 
Ambaflador  and  his  train  will,  on  their  return  to  their  country^ 
have  to  tell  a  curious  tale  of  this  much-famed  ifland,  in  that  ancF* 
pther  refpe&s. 
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LETTER    XXIX. 


Prejudice,  that  canker  of  the  human  heart,  has  in- 
jured mankind  by  impeding  perfonal  intercourfe,  and  thereby  clog- 
ging the  channel  of  intellectual  improvement :  it  forbids  that  inter- 
change of  fentiment — that  reciprocal  communication  of  opinion — 
that  generous  circulation  of  intelle&ual  wealth,  which,  while  it  en- 
riches another,  advances  itfelf — it  diffevers  the  bond  of  focial  union, 
and  makes  Man  fit  down  the  gloomy,  felfifti  poffeffor  of  his  own 
miferable  mite,  with  too  much  hatred  to  give,  and  too  much  pride 
to  receive,  thofe  benefits,  which  Providence,  by  leaving  our  nature 
fo  unaccommodated,  has  pointed  out  as  neceffary  to  pafs  between 
man  and  man :  under  its  influence  we  fpurn  from  us  the  good,  if 
we  diflike  the  hand  that  offers  it,  and  will  rather  plunge  into  the 
mire  than  be  guided  by  the  light  of  any  one  whofe  opinion  is  at 
variance  with  our  own. 

Thus  it  is  between  the  Turks  and  us — the  little  of  their  affairs 
which  the  prejudices  of  the  Mahomedans  have  allowed  themfelves  to 
communicate,  or  fuffered  others  to  glean  among  them,  has  been  in 
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gefceeral  fo  mifufed,  diftorted,  and  mifreprefented  by  the  prejudice*  ot 
the  Ghriftians,  that  it  is  not  going  beyond  the  truth  to  fay,  there  exift 
not  a  people  in  the  civilized  world  whofe  real  hiftory  and  genuine 
ftate  are  fo  little  known  as  thofe  of  the  Turks  :  and  the  word  of  it  is,, 
that  not  one  mifreprefentation,  not  one  fingle  miftake  has  fallen  on  the 
generous,  charitable  fide ;  but  all,  all  without  exception  tend  to  re- 
prefent  the  Turk  in  the  moft  degraded  and  deteftable  point  of  view. 
As  the  purity  of  the  Chriftlan  does  not  allow  him  to  be  guilty  of  a 
wilful,  uncharitable  mifreprefentation,  we  fliould  attribute  it  to  un- 
avoidable ejror,  were  it  not  that,  till  fome  late  authors  whofe  libe- 
rality does  them  honour,  they  all  walked  in  the  very  fame  track, 
and  could  hardly  have  been  fo  uniformly  difoneous  from  defign. 
We  muft  therefore  attribute  it  to  religious  zeal  and  miftaken  piety; 
in  which,  in  this  inftance  alone,  they  feem  to  be  reputable  competi- 
tors with  the  Turks.  The  morofehefs,  the  animofity,  and  the  fu- 
percilious  felf-pofleflion  of  the  bigot,  each  holds  in  common  with, 
the  other. 

One  ftriking  feature  in  the  Conftitution  of  Turkey  is,  that 
neither  blood  nor  fplendid  birth  are  of  themfelves  fufficient  to  re* 
commend  a  man  to  great  offices.  Merit  and  abilities  alone  are  the 
pinions  which  can  lift  ambition  to  it*  height.  The  cottager  may  be- 
exalted  to  the  higheft  office  in  the  Empire  ;  at  leaft  there  is  no  abfo^ 
lute  impediment  in  his  way ;  and  I  believe  it  has  often  happened. 
Compare  this  with  France  under  its  late  Monarchy,  where  no  merit 
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totihf  raife  ft  man  From  the  Canaille :  this,  I  fay,  is  one  of  the  crite* 
lions  of  a  free  Constitution,  and  Turkey  is  fo  far  democratic, 

Hie  very  firft  principle  ingrafted  in  the  minds  of  the  Mahomedaa 
children,  is  a  high  contempt  of  all  religions  hut  their  own ;>  and  from* 
the  minute  babes  are  capable  of  diftinguifhing,  they  are  .taught  to 
call  Chriftiaas  by  the  name  of  Ghiaour,  or  Infidel:  this  grows  up* 
in  their  manhood  fo  ftrong  in  them,  that  they,  will  follow  a  Chris- 
tian through  the  ftreets,  and  even  juftle  againftr  him  with  contempt^ 
crying,  Ghiaour  !  Ghiaour!    or  Infidel V  Infidel  ! — Men  of  dignity 
and  rank,  indeed,,  will  treat  Chriftians  with  courtefy ;  but  as  foon  as 
they  are  gone  out  of  hearing,,  will  call  them  Dog !    This  is  mon- 
ftrous  !    But  let  us  recollect  how  a  Turk,  would  be  treated  in  Spain 
or  Portugal,,  and  we  (hall*  fee  that  inhuman  bigotry  may  be  found  uv 
a  greater  degree  among  Chriftians  than  even  Mahomedans.   In  Spain: 
or  Portugal  they  would  treat  them  thus : — the  common  people  would, 
toll  them  Hogs;  they  would  juftle  them  alfo  in  contempt  ;<  and  what 
is  more,  they  would  (tab  them  (k  has  often  happened)  pbr  amor  de 
Dios  ;  and  as  to  the  people  of  rank,  they  would  very  confcientioufly 
eonfign  them  to  the  Inquifition,  where  the  pious  Fathers  of  the: 
Church  would  very  pioufly  eonfign  them  to  the  flames,  and  .coolly 
go  to  the  Altar,  and  pray  to  God  to  damn  them  hereafter  to  all: 
eternity.     So  far  the  balance,  V  think,  is  in  favour  of  the  Turks*. 
Need  I  go  farther  ?— I  will.— 

The  Mahomedans  are  divided  into  two  Se&s,  as  the  Chriftians 
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are  into  many.  Thofe  are  the  Se£t  of  AIL,  and  the  Se&  of  Otaw 
Now,  I  have  never  heard  among  them  of  one  Seft  burning:  the 
other  deliberately :  but  the  Roman  Catholics,  even  now,  bu$n  Pro- 
teftants  by  juridical  fentence — burn  their  fellow  Chriftians  to  d$ath 
for  differing  from  them  in  a  mere  fpeculative  point  of  do£trine« 
Which  then  are  the  better  men  ?  I  am  fure  it  is  unneceflary  to  fay : 
though  bad  are  the  beft. 

The  Turks  are  allowed,  by  thofe  who  know  them  beft,  to  have 
fome  excellent  qualities ;  and  I  think,  that  in  the  prodigality  of  our 
cenfure,  which,  though  little  acquainted  with  them,  we  are  forward 
to  beftow,  it  would  be  but  fair  to  give  them  credit  for  many  of 
thofe  good  qualities,  which  even  among  ourfelves  it  requires  the 
greateft  intimacy  and  the  warmed  mutual  confidence  and  efteem,  to 
difclofe  or  difcover  in  each  other.  That  they  have  many  vices  is 
certain.  What  people  are  they  that  have  not  ?  Gaming  they  deteft ; 
wine  they  ufe  not,  or  at  leaft  ufe  only  a  little,  and  that  by  ftealth  ;" 
and  as  to  the  plurality  of  women,  it  can  in  them  be  fcarcely  deemed 
a  vice,  fince  their  religion  allows  it.  One  vice,  aad  one  only,  of  a 
dark  dye  is  laid  to.  their  qharge  ;  and  that  has  been  trumpeted  forth, 
with  the  grievous  and  horrid  addition,  that  though  contradictory  to 
nature,  it  was  allowed  by  their  religion.  This  I  have  reafon  to 
believe  is  one  of  the  many  fabrications  and  artifices  of  Chriflian 
zealots,  to  render  Mahomedanifm  more  odious  :  for  I  have  been  in- 
formed from  the  mod  competent  and  refpe&able  authority,  and  am 
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therefore  perftiaded,  that  the  deteftable  crime  to  which  I  allude,  is 
forbidden  both  by  the  Koran  and  their  Municipal  Laws ;  that  it  is 
openly  condemned  by  all,  as  with  us ;  and  that,  though  candou* 
muft  aHow  there  are  many  who  pra&ife  it  fby  the  bye  there  are 
too  many  in  England  who  are  fuppofed  to  do  the  fame),  there  are 
none  hardy  or  fhamelefs  enough  not  to  endeavour  to  conceal  if; 
and,  in  fhort,  that  it  is  apparently  as  much  reprobated  there  as  any 
where;  which,  at  all  events,  refcues  the  Laws  and  Religion  of  the 
€ountry  from  that  ftigma.. 

Perhaps  there  is  no  .part  of  the  world  where  the  flame  of  pa- 
rental ''  affe&ion    burns    with   more   ardent    and    unextinguifhable : 
ftrength,  or  is  more  faithfully  returned  by  reciprocal  tendernefs  and 
filial   obedience,   than  Turkey.     Educated'  in  the  moll  unaffected, 
deference  and  pious  fubmiffion  to  their  parents'  will ;  trained  both . 
by  precept  and  example  to  the  greateft  veneration  for  the  aged, 
and  feparated  almoft  from  their  infaucy  from  the  women,  they  ac- 
quire a  modefty  to  their  fuperiors,  and  a  bafhfiilnefs  and  refpe&ful* 
deportment  to  the  weaker  fex,  which  never  ceaf6  to  influence  them 
through  life.     A  Turk  meeting  a  woman  in  the  ftreet,  turns  his  , 
head  from  her,  as  if  looking  at  her  were  criminal ;  and  there  is  no-  - 
thing  they  deleft  fo  much,  or  will  more  feduloufly  fhun,  than  an, 
impudent,  audacious  woman.     To  get  the  better  of  a  Turk  there- 
fore, there  is  nothing  further  neceffary,  than  to  let  flip  a  Virago  ati 
him,4  and  he  inftantly  retreats- 
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Since  the  arrival  of  the  TurkUh  Ambaffador  In  London,  I  have 
liad  frequent  occafion  to  obferve,  that  the  people  of  his  train  have 
been  already,  by  the  good  example  of  our  Britifh  Belles  and  Beaux, 
pretty  much  eafed  of  their  national  modefty,  and  can  look  at  the 
women  with  as  broad  and  intrepid  a  flare,  as  the  greateft  puppy  in 
the  Metropolis. 

Their  habitual  tendernefs  and  deference  for  the  fair  fcx,  while 
it  fpeaks  much  for  their  manly  gallantry,  muft  be  allowed  by  c^a- 
dour  to  be  carried  to  an  excefs  extravagant  and  iirationaL  It  is  the 
greateft  difgrace  to  the  chara&er  of  a  Turk  to  lift  his  hand  to  a  wo- 
man: this  is,  doubtlefs,  right,  with  fome  limitations  j  but  they 
carry  it  fo  far  as  to  allow  no  provocation,  be  it  what  it  may,  fu£- 
iicient  to  juftify  ufing  force  or  ftrokes  to  a  woman ;  the  utmoft 
they  can  do  is,  to  fcold  and  walk  off.  The  confequence  of  this  is, 
that  the  women  often  run  into  the  molt  violent  excefles.  There 
have  been  inftances  where  they  have  been  guilty  of  the  molt  furious 
outrages ;  where  they  have  violated  the  laws  ixx  a  colle&ed  body, 
and  broke  open  public  ftores  of  corn  laid  up  by  the  Government : 
the  Magiftrates  attended,  the  Janiflaries  were  called,  and  came  run- 
ning to  quell  the  riot — but,  behold  they  were  women  who  committed 
it :  they  knew  no  way  of  refilling  them,  unlefs  by  force  ;  and  force 
they  could  not  ufe  ;  fo  the  ladies  were  permitted  quietly  to  do  their 
work  in  defiance  of  Magiftrates,  Law,  Right,  and  Reafon. 

Among   the    variety   of   errors   and  moral  abfurdities    falfely 
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afcribed  to  the  Mi&oroedau  Religion,  the  exdufion  of  Woijieo  from 
Paradtfe  holds  a  v$ry  confpicuous  place,  a4,a  charge  equally  falfe 
and  abfurd  j  on  the  contrary,  the  Women  have  their  fafts,  their  ablu- 
tions, and  the  other  religious  rites  deemed  by  Mahomedans  necef- 
fary  to  falvation.  Notwithftandiiig,  it  has  been  the  pra&ice  of  tra- 
vellers to  have  recourfe  to  invention,  where  the  cuftoms  of  the 
country  precluded  pofitive  information ;  and  to  give  their  accounts- 
rather  from  the  fuggeftiora  of  their  own  prejudiced  imaginations, 
than  from  any  fair  inferences  or  conclufions  drawn  from  the  fafts 
that  came  under  their  obfervatioru 
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The  fubjeft  I  touched  upon  in  my  laft  three  letters,  and 
on  which  this,  and  probably  fome  fucceedihg  ones,  will  turn,  is  at- 
tended with  circumftances  of  great  delicacy,  and  may  poffibly  bear 
the  afpeft  of  at  leaft  a  dubious  import,  as  touching  the  great  point 
of  Religion*  I  will  therefore,  before  I  proceed  further,  explain 
to  you  (left  it  fhould  require  explanation)  the  whole  fcope  of  my 
meaning. 
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My  obje6:  throughout  the  whole  of  what  1  have  &Sd  refpe&ing 
the  Turks,  is  to  war  wbh  prejudice,  not  to  draw  comparisons  j — to 
fliew  that  where  the  Mabomedans  are  vicious  or  enflaved,  ft  fe  nt*: 
the  fault  of  their  Religion  or  their  Laws : — to  convince  you,  the1 
Tories  are  ftot  the  Oniy  people  in  the  world,  who,  under  all  the  ex- 
ternal forms  of  fan&ity  and  religion,  are  capable  of  the  moft  de-' 
teftable  crimes,  and  fometknes  utterly  bereft  of  all  pretenfions  to' 
charity — and  that,  while  they  have  been  held  up  as  a  perpetual 
fubjeA  of  reproach  and  accufation,  they  were  committing  only  ju(k: 
the  fame  crimes  that  confeience  might  have  retorted  on  their  ac-* 
cufers.  If  allowance  can  be  at  all  made  for  hiftorical  mifreprefenta- 
tion,  we  may  perhaps  be  difpofed  to  confider  that  of  the  ignorant 
Catholic  MifBonaries  of  the  ^earfy  ages,  as  entitled  to  fome  excufe, 
or  at  lead  mitigation*  The  intemperate  zeal  of  thofe  times  forbade 
the  full  exercife  of  the  rational  faculties ;  but  in  this  age  of  illumi- 
nation and  liberality,  he  that  falfifies  from  polemical  malice  fhould 
meet  little  quarter  and  lefs  belief  And  it  muft  be  grievous  to  all 
men  of  virtue  and  religion  to  refledk,  that  churchmen,  difciples  of 
the  ChritfHan  Church,  which  flxrold  he  the  fountain  of  purity  and 
truth,  have  been  fbrcwoft  in  the  M  of  ikliifiers. 

The  difficulty  of  obtaining  information  of  any  kind  in  Turkey* 
is  very  gteat;  oftberr  Religion  chiefly  they  are  extremely  tena* 
cious;  and  as  to  thrir  Women,  it  is  allowed  by  the  bdft4nformed 
men,  who  have  lived  there  for  many  years,  in  departments  «f  4ife 
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that  garve  thorn  the  beft  mean*  of  obtaining  informatics  Europeans 
can  have,  that,  at  beft,  bnt  a  very  impeifeft  knowledge  can  be  had 
of  them.  Yet  travellers  who  probably  never  migrated  farther  than 
"  from  the  green  bed  to  the  brown/'  have  given  us  diffufe  decotmtb 
of  their  reKgioa ;  and  adventurers  who  never  were  beyond  the  puritatf 
df  Dairy,  haveicaled  Seraglio  wallsy  ajid  carried  off  the  fwouritfei 
o£  Sultans. 

The  truth  is,  my  dear  fjutDCKicg,  the:  Tories,  like  all  otter 
people,  have  their  {hare  of  vices,  but  are  by  ao  means  cbuntcnaoced 
kt  them  by  their  Religion  j  and  from  what  I  have  beta  aWe  to  col- 
led,  as  \tfell  from  my  own  inquiries  and  observation*,  a&fedm  read** 
zng  the  beft  .Historians,  I  aip,  perfuadedthat  they  have  not,  in  the 
whole  fcope  of  Mahomedankfm,  one  dofirine  fo  fubverfiveof  vir~ 
tu$,  otfo  ettfldttttgihg  to  the  indulgence  of  vice,  as  many  that  artf 
to  be  fdvmd  i*  that  curious  code,  Popery. 

-The  malide  <rf  our  intemperate  zealots  againft  Mahomedanifm 
has  been  of  courie  extended  to  its  founder  with  more  than  tfxnmoi* 
exaggeration  aud  additions.  They  have  reprefented  Mahomet  to  be 
a  man  of  mtan  origin,  poflefling  a  mind  unenlightened  by  Science 
or  Literature,  and  an  undcrftanding  and  faculties  naturally  gjofs* 
AU  thofe  fuggeftions  are  undoubtedly  falfej— be  fpnmg,  from  the 
moft  noble  of  all  the  Arabian  Tribes— the  Coraifhites :  >  at  his  time* 
poverty,  fo  far  from  being  a  reproach  among  them,  was  a  mark  of 
every  thing  that  was  great  and  dignified,  if  fupported  with  magna- 
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nimity  and  fortitude;  and  the  two  firft  Caliphs  lived  as  poor  .ail 
Mahomet  himfelf,  although  they  had  immenfe  revenues,  command- 
ed vaft  armies,  and  were  lords  of  great  provinces.  .,  As  to  his  un- 
derftanding  I  can  only  fay,  that  perhaps  he  was  the  very  laft  man 
in  the  world  whofe  intelle&ual  powers  ihould  be  called  ih.queftfoft. 
His  genius  was  unbounded,  -  his  fpirit  enterpriflng,  his  powefri  of 
addrefs  were  unequalled,  he  was  allowed  to  be  the  greateft  orator  of 
his  time ;  and  yet,  with  all  thefe  qualifications,  his  underftanding 
was  flighted.  It  is  a  logical  truth,  that  when  people  prove  toor 
much,  they  prove  nothing  at  all :  pur  Chriftian  zealot8y  in  this  in* 
ftance,  have  overfliot  the  mark,  and  thereby  rendered  all  their  other 
information  at  leaft  doubtful.  Perhaps  the  cdofumihation  of  all 
policy  was  Mahomet's  pretending  ^o  be  an  idiot,  in-order,  to  make 
his  great  and  wonderful  effufions  appear  to  be  the  immediate  infpi* 
ration  of  Heaven — He  called  himfelf  the  Idiot  Prophet  *,, 

The  whole  of  Mahomedanifm  may  be  reduced  Amply  to  this 
one  article  of  Faith — "  There  is  but  one  God,  and  Mahomet  is  hia 
"Prophet;"  but  upon  this  they  have  fuperiaduced,  firom  time  to 
time,  fuch  a  variety  of  abfurdities  as  would  require  volumes  to  de- 
fcribe :  however,  in  ftrift  candour  let  us  reflect,  and  afk  our  own 
hearts  the  queftion,  whether  fprinkling  with  holy  water,  or  worship- 
ing a  bit  of  white  wafer  as  God,  caa  be  exceeded,  or  are  lefs  abfurd 
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than  Ae  periodical  ablutions  of  the  Turkfe,  or  their  going  on  a  pit 
grimage  to  Mecca? 

With  regard  to  the  Women,  I  have  faid  before  that  the  baft  in- 
formation we  can  obtain  is  very  impeded*  ;  all  I  have  been  aWe  to 
coiled;  you  (hall  have.  They  are.  formed  in  a  (tyle  of  the  moft  exw 
quifite  fymmetry,  particularly  about  the  cheft  and'bofom  ;  they  frave 
delicate  Ikins,  regular  features,  black  hair  and  eyes,  and  are,  above 
all  other -beings,  deadly  and  heat  in  their  perfons,  bathing  twice  & 
day  regularly,  befidea  on  other  pccafrons,  and  not  fuffering  even  the 
fmallefl  hair  to  remain  upon  their  bodies.  They  are  fceptria  the 
moft  rigorous  confinement,  and  only  perfoas  of  ill  fame  paint.  Wch 
men  of  character  are  there  chafte— nor  is  thiir  chaftity  to  be  at- 
tributed to  restraint  merely,  fbty  from  their  infancy  they  are  trained 
fo  difefretion  and  felf-fubjediod,  and  the  modefty  natural  to  tie  fex 
is  cherifhed  from  its  firft  dawnipgs.  When  they  grow,  up,  they? 
are  hot,  like  our  women  here,  fubjeded  to  the  contagion  of  infamous 
gallantry!; .neither  are  the  men  trained  to,  nor  do  they  pride  them- 
felves,  like  fome  among  us,  on  the  arts  of  (edudion.  In  fad,  that 
pra&ice  makes  no  part  of  the  accomplifhments  of  their  fine  gentle- 
men ;  nay,  it  is  held  by  them  to  be  infamous.  There  are  no  fuch 
charaders  to  be  found  in  Turkey  as  your  box-lobby  loungers — none 
of  your  upftart  cubs  like  thofe  who  daudle  the  beft  part  of  the  day 
through  Pail-Mall,  St.  JamesVftreet,  and  Bond-ftreet ;  who,  with- 
out birth,  wealth,  education,  or  parts,  fancy  themfelves  fine  fellows, 
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atid  powder  their  ndfeain  Xadtffc'  te^dnfee&s,  wfcifpering  th*m  in 
order  to  get  the  reputation  of  gallantry;  who  ftrutMike  Bantam 
cocks,,  and  aflame  a  fierce  air  te  conceal  their  confcious  want  of  fpi- 
rit ;  and  drefied  in  a  fait  of  regimentals,  bought  by  Papa,  at  Mjuna'a 
rcqueft,  to  exhibit  fweet  Matter  Jacky  to  advantage  in  the  Park — 
though  never  to  be  foiled  with  gunpowder,  or  perforated  with  a  ball 
in  the  ijafty  field  of  battle  ! !  !^My  dear  Frederick,  I  have  often 
told  yon  that  ybu,  ftiall  make  cheioc  of  your  own  profeffion.  If  you 
fhouW  choofe  aily  of  the  teamed  profeffiotts,  you  may  fail  in  it 
without  dishonour;  for  many  df  ihejableft  men  have  failed  before : 
but,  mark  me  t  avokl  the  military  a*  you  would  ruin,  unlefs  you 
have  the  trequifites  4r  let  not  the  glider  of  a  fdarfet  coat,  or  the  empty 
name  of  afokKer,  tempt  you  to  be  like  one  of  thofe  mifeuabhe  ani- 
mals I  have  defctib4d»  There  ttfay  be  chara&er*  inore  wicked^-I 
know  ndne  fo  utterfy  contemptible    ; 

Alt  grftreme*  are  bad  j  but  the  exceeding*  of  virtue,  even  where' 
they  rutitofo;  error,  an  ftilt  preferable  to  vice.  However  .ludicrous 
it  May  appear,  we  cannot ^abfblnfely  defpife  or  condemn  the  prudery 
of  the  Ttttkifh  women,  though  it  runs  into  fach  extravagance,  that, 
when  feeding  their  poultry,  they  keep  carefully  veiled  if  there  hap- 
pens to  be  a?  cock  among  them,  to  faftidioufly  avcrfe  are  they  to  the 
odious  male  creature  feting  their  pfetty  faces.  . 

When  the  circuinftances  under  which  the  Turkifh  women  ftand 
are  confidered,  it  muft  appear  amazing,  that  chaftity,  from  prin* 
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cipl^iiBumverialt  among  them,  as  fcis  aon&ffed  to'bec  the  nature 
of  maa  urges  him  to  ckfirev  wifagneistcft  anflflfu^  'that  which  is  moft 
forbidden ;  and  wopqren  who  aidmwh  coqfined*  may  well  be  fup* 
pofed  to  have  their  piflkxna.jjriiairted  by  the  exaggerated  w>rkkjg» 
of  the  imagination.  lafideKty,  h&wiever,  Co  the  nwilagerbed,  in 
much  lefs  frequent  among  the  men  there,  thtfe  irooag  the  WQft^ 
bene;  -and  the  tide  of  feihion,  which  w  tbfc  owntry  g£ves  fi«h  a 
rapid  *r*l  irreiiftiWe  «ix>culaiioa  to  yi^e  and  *dnktry*  rws  there*  in 
am  oppofite  dire&ion ;  swd  contrary  to  our  cuftoBtts/x^o'mafi  is  fi> 
unfaihiooable  in  Turkey  as  he  that  bas  interrupted  the  dwaeftic 
peace  of  a  family  by  fedu&ion. 

Among  die  many  virtue*  wfeteh  may  vrith  ftri&  juflicq  be 
afcribed  to  the  Turks,  hoipitaiity  holds  a  c<»fpicuous  pfece.  It  is 
not  confined  to  common  civility,  it  extends  to  pergonal  prpte&iocu 
Many  deem  k  abfoiutdy  their  duty  to  riik  their  Jives  in  4ef«ce  of 
thribr  gtiefts ;  nor  will  any  motive,  however  logeot,  he  allowed  to 
jttftify  the  violation  of  it.  Nay,  to  fuch  a  fyften*  is  k  carried  up, 
that  an  engagement  with  a  ftrangcr  is  accepted  as  an  exewfe  for  not 
obeying  the  iinaimons  of  a  great  man,  when  no  other  apotagy,  not 
even  that  of  indifpofition,  would  be  admitted, 

While  the  Turks  abhor  and  defpife  all  other  religions  but  their 
own,  their  Government  is  by  no  means  intolerant  in  fpiritual  con- 
cerns. The  exercife  of  all  religions  is  free,  and  at  Conftantinople 
(we  are  told)  Monks  drefs  in  their  habits,  and  are  allowed  at  funeral 
8  proceffions 
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proeeffianlsf  to  elevate  the  Crbfti  which  is  jnore  than  the:  EqgHfli 
tyranny  allowed  ther  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  ta  do,  till  ^eiy 
lately :  a  Turk,  however,  convi&ed  of  apoftacy,  could  not  ■by  any 
means  efcape  death.  Meantime  it  rauft  be  obferved,  that  if  j  they 
keep  up  a  decent  femblance  of  the  forms  of  their  religion,  no  in- 
trufive  inquiry  is  made  into  their  real  faith  :  and  though  it  is'  one 
of  the  injun&ions  of  Mahomet  to  endeavour  to  convert  Unbelievers, 
And  they  fometimes  in  obedience  to  that  command  folicit  the  con- 
version of  Chriftians  and  others ;  they  never  fail  to  confider  any 
renegade,  or  perfon  who  becomes  a  convert,  with  contempt,  if  not 
diflike. 

I  will  conclude  this  letter  with  an  extrad  from  that  mofl:  valu- 
able and  accurate  work,  RuflePs  Hiftory  of <  Aleppo,  which  will 
give  you  a  better,  becaufe  a  true,  notion  of  Turkifh  morals,  than 
you  are  likely  to  receive  from  general  opinion.  w  Upon  the  whole," 
lays  he,  #  whether  it  be  afcribed  to  the  influence  of  their  political 
"  Confutation,  or  to  the  abfence  of  various  temptations,  which  iit 
"  Europe  often  lead  to  the  violation  of  better  laws  j  there  are  per- 
**  haps  few  great  cities  where  many  of  the  private  and  domeftic  vir* 
"  tues  are  in  general  more  prevalent  than  at  Aleppo." 
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The  ufe  of  periodical  ftated  times  of  devotion  is  uni- 
ycrfally  admitted,  and  the  neceffity  of  adopting  them  makes  a  part 
of  the  Chriftian  Code.  The  Mahomedan  Religion,  however,  ex- 
ceeds it  far  in  the  rigid  attention  to,  and  frequency  of,  devotion. 
There  are  no  lefs  than  five  ftated  times  of  prayer  in  every  twenty- 
four  hours,  fixed  as  indifpeniable,  at  none  of  which  a  true  Believer 
fails ;  and  the  fervency  of  their  praying  exceeds  even  the  frequency. 
!  have  heard  it  afferted,  that,  if  the  houfe  was  to  take  fire  while 
they  are  at  their  devotion,  they  would  not  break  off;  and  fo 
rigidly  intent  do  they  conceive  it  their  duty  to  be  during  the  time 
.of  prayer,  that  if  in  the  midft  of  it  they  were  interrupted  by  a  fit 
of  fneezing  or  coughing,  they  confidcr  all  already  done  as  gone  for 
nothing,  and  always  begin  them  again. — And  to  tell  a  truth  of  them, 
if  the  Chriftians  curfe  them,  they  are  pretty  even  with  them  in 
•return,  never  failing  to  pray  for  difcord,  enmity,  and  difienfion 
among  their  enemies,  as  well  as  health  and  profperity  to  them- 
fches  i  and  to  the  efficacy  of  thofe  prayers  they  fondly  attribute  all 
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the  wars  and  diflenfions  which  inceffantly  hdrafs  Chriftendom.  A 
bell  tolls  as  a  public  notice  of  prayer ;  and  when  a  true  Mahomedart 
hears  it,  lot  him  be  where  he  wiU,  whither  at  home  or  abroad,  in  the 
highway  or  in  the  market,  be  the  place  dirty  or  clean,  wet  or  dry,  he 
immediately  falls  down  and  worfhips. 

As  fubfidiary  to  prayer  they  have  their  ablutions,  in  which  they- 
are  full  as  fcrupulouily  pun&ual  as  in  their  prayers.  One  is  prepara- 
'  tory  to  prayer,  another  after  cohabitation  with  women,  a  third  before 
eating,  and  another  again  incidental.  Thofe  they  never  negle&  to 
fc  perform,  unlefs  fome  infuperable  obftacle  lies  m  the  way.  Charity, 
that  moft  glorious  do&rine  of  any  Refigion,  is  enjoined  by  the  Korah 
under  the  moft  heavy  denunciation  ef  heavenly  vengeance,  in  Cafe  of 
negleft  j  and  by  it  they  are  charged  to  regard  no  bounds  in  liberality 
to  the  poor.  Many  Muffulmen  in  their  zeal  to  difcharge  this  duty 
have  given  a  fourth,  many  a  third,  and  fome  one  half  of  their  property. 
Nay,  the  inftances  are  not  infrequent  of  men  giving  away  their  all, 
and  living  afterwards  themfelve?  upon  alms.  To  do  ftri&  juftice  it 
muft  be  faid,  that  poverty  is  no  where  fo  refpedfully  attended  to,  ho- 
noured, or  reverenced,  as  among  the  Mahomedans ;  who  have  a  faying 
among  them,  "  that  the  fear  of  want  is  a  mark  of  the  judgment  of 
"God." 

Abftinenpe  is  confidered  as  a  virtue  among  them,  and  very  ftridly 
enjoined  as  a  religious  duty.  The  great  Faft  appointed  by  the  Koran 
continues  for  the  month  of  Ramedan,  during  which  time  they  neither 
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cat,  drink,  nor  eonverfe  with  their  wives,  from  fun-rife  till  the  ftar* 
appear,  or  the  lamps  are  hung  out  at  the  Mofques.     Any  man  who 

break?  it  is  puniihed  with  death ;  but  the  worft  of  it  is,  that  they  will 

« 

Dot  allow  even  travellers,  the  fick  or  the  wounded,  to  plead  a  right  to 
exemption :  fomeof  the  Turks,  however  and  all  the  Chriftians,  have 
Ijit  upon  expedients  to  pafs  the  month  without  much  mortification ; 
that  is,  fleeping  in  bed  all, day,  and  fitting  up  and  caroufing  all  night, 
to  evade  the  reftraint. 

The  Iaft  and  greateft  ordinance  of  their  religion  is  the  pilgrimage 
to  Mecca,  which  when  once  accomplished  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  dirett 
paflport  to  Heaven ;  and  there  are  few  of  them  who  do  not  at  one 
time  or  other  of  their  lives  take  that  painful  and  hazardous  journey. 
As  this  is  a  very  interefting  journey,  however,  to  travel  in  the  clofet, 
as  it  includes  the  defcription  of  a  caravan,  and  ferves  to  fliew  to  what 
extremities  enthufiafm  can  influence  men,  I  will  give  you  a  defcription 
of  it  as  handed  to  me  by  a  very  accurate  and  ingenious  perfon,  on 
whofe  precife  veracity  I  can  rely;  firft  making  fome  remarks  upon 
the  preceding  part  of  this  letter. 

You  will  obferve  from  what  I  haVe  already  &id,  that,  excepting 
the  mere  points  of  religious  faith,  the  moral  ordinances  of  Maho* 
medanifm  comprehend  moft  of  thofe  parts  of  the  Chriftian  religion, 
on  the  practice  of  which  the  reputation  of  piety  is  founded;  and  that 
for  ftrid  obedience  to  thofe  ordinances  the  Mahomedans  are  more  re-  - 
markable  than  we  are.     Adultery  is  not  frequent  among  them ;  wine 
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is  feldom  oi*  never  ufed  ;  theft  is  little  known ;  fo  is  murder.  Then 
in  the  pradtical  parts  of  devotion,  there  are  in  the  firft  place  prayers ; 
fecondly,  abftmence  or  failing;  thirdly,  charity.  Thofe  are  all  Chriftian 
do&rines,  more  zealoufly  obferved  by  them  than  by  us.  Their  ab- 
lutions are  at  leaft  no  injury  to  the  caufe  of  morality  or  piety;  but 
rather,  being  done  as  a  religious  exfercife,  ferve  to  keep  up  the  fcries 
of  intercourfe  which  fhould  fubfift  between  the  Creature  and  his  Cre- 
ator :  befides,  I  cannot  help  thinking  with  our  inimitable  poet  Thorn- 
fon,  that 


-from  the  body's  purity,  the  mind 


Receives  a  fecret  fympachetic  aid.      Seasons — Summer. 

And  as  to  the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  however  irrational  it  may  appear 
to  us,  it  is  at  leaft  recommended  by  fincerity  and  zeal,  and  is  doubtlefs 
in  the  eye  of  an  all-feeing  Providence  meritorious.  He,  we  are  to 
fuppofe,  will  judge  not  by  the  value  of  the  aft  but  the  purity  of  the 
motive;  and  will  accept  it  as  the  offering  of  a  frail,  blind  mortal, 
bending  in  obedience  to  that  which  he  conceives  to  be  the  will  of 
Heaven.  Befides,  for  the  life  of  me  I  cannot  fee  why  a  pilgrimage 
to  Mecca  is  at  all  more  culpable  than  a  pilgrimage  to  Jerufalem  j  not 
to  mention  the  thoufand  other  holy  places  to  which  well-meaning 
Chriftians  go,  for  their  fouf  s  fake,  at  imminent  hazard  of  their  lives, 
and  certain  mortification  and  hardfhip  to  their  bodies. 

Banifti  then,  my  Frederick  !  banifhfrom  your  heart  all  illiberal  . 

and 
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and  uncharitable  prejudices,  if  any  have  yet  found  their  way  to  it. 
Revere  and  cling  to  your  Religion  as  the  beft  and  moft  conducive  to 
eternal  and  temporal  happinefs ;  and  the  more  good  becaufe  it  enjoins- 
us  to  be  charitable  even  to  the  Jews  as  well  as  to  the  Gentiles :  but 
never  think  that  you  advance  the  caufe  of  that  Religion,  or  do  fervice 
to  your  God,  by  waging  war  againft  your  fellow-creatures  for  opi- 
nions they  can  no  more  help  entertaining  than  you  can  help  having 
yours,  or  by  denouncing  againft  them  that  eternal  fentence  which 
refts  with  the  Almighty  alone  to  judge  of  or  to  pronounce. 

To  a  benevolent  mind  the  animofities  of  mankind  prefent  a  moft 
affiidting  picture ;  and  the  frivolous  pretexts  upon  which  thofe  ani- 
mofities are  grounded  render  it  only  the  more  horrible.  One  would 
think  that  the  fubftantial  traffic  of  life,  and  the  ftruggle  of  mankind 
for  the  fuperfluities  of  it,  of  themfelves  afforded  ample  materials  for 
fcuffle,  without  reforting  to  the  fhadows  of  fpeculation  for  contention* 
Yet  experience  has  fhewn  us  that  opinion  is  a  much  more  copious 
fource  of  animofity  and  warfare  j  and  that  for  one  man  who  has  been 
curfed,  murdered,  or  deftroyed  by  his  fellow-creatures  in  a  conteft 
for  property,  there  are  a  thoufand  who  have  fallen  facrifices  to  the 
vengeance  of  hoftile  opinion  : 

T*p«<nr£i  raj  av8p«r«c  w  ret  irgay/Assra,  aAAx  rfc  wijj  rav  iffpayfMLTM  SoypoiTa. 

Were  it  poffible  that  I  could  obtain  from  the  bounty  of  Heaven  a, 
grant  of  the  firft  wHh   of  my  heart,  that  wi£h  fhould  be  to  fee  all 

mankind 
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mankind  in  harmony  and  mutual  good  will,  ranging  without  dif- 
tin&ion  under  the  one  great  name  of  Man  and  Brother.  As  thofe 
who  foment  die  difunion  between  them  are  the  moft  pernicious 
monfters  of  fociety,  fo  he  who  endeavours  to  bring  them  one  ftep 
nearer  to  a  general  accommodation  of  fentiment,  who  ftrives  to  incul- 
cate the  principles  of  mutual  toleration,  and  encourage  the  growth  of 
reciprocal  affe&ion  between  men  as  fellow  beings,  may  be  juftly  ranked 
among  the  beft  friends  of  mankind,  and  the  moft  faithful  fervants  of 
Him  who  gave  being  to  all. 

Among  the  grofs  mifreprefentations  of  which  I  complain,  and 
which  for  the  fake  of  mankind  I  lament,  is  that  general  falfehood,  the 
infidelity  of  the  Turkifh  women.  The  refpe&able  author  whom  I 
have  before  taken  the  freedom  of  quoting,  1  mean  Dr.  Ruffel,  de- 
clares that  in  twenty  years  refidence  at  Aleppo,  he  did  not  remember 
a  public  inftance  of  adultery  ;  and  that  in  the  private  walks  of  fcandal 
thofe  he  heard  of  were  among  the  loweft  clafs,  and  did  not  in  number 
exceed  a  dozen.  "  In  refpeft  to  the  Franks  (continues  he)  the  under- 
"  taking  is  attended  not  only  with  fuch  rifk  to  the  individual,  but 
"  may  in  its  confequences  fo  ferioufly  involve  the  whole  fettlejftient, 
"  that  it  is  either  never  attempted,  or  is  concealed  with  a  fecrecy  uri- 
u  exampled  in  other  matters.  I  have  reafon  to  believe  that  European 
"  travellers  have  fometimes  had  a  Greek  courtefan  impofed  on  them 
"  for  a  Sultana ;  and  after  having  been  heartily  frightened,  have  been 
"  induced  to  pay  fmartly,  in  order  to  preferve  a  fecret  which  the  day 

<c  after 
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4C*far  tv«*ktfow*  W  hfttf  tte  flftwtexjd  «  tew*"    He  feqftNfS, 
;  how<^,  Ort  *  &xri^  ; 

On  the  filhje&  of  the  Tmririfli  twrdxfaara&tf,  I  hast  epfleweuwd 
to  be  as  concife  as  juftice  would  allow  me  to  be ;  and  yet  I  find  that  I 
have  gone  to  fome  length.  I  cannot  however  difmifs  it  without  giv- 
ing you  a  trait  to  which  the  moft  obftinate  polemical  prejudice,  and 
the  moft  inveterate  hatred,  mutt  in  fpite  of  them  pay  the  tribute  of 
applaufe.  Their  treatment  to  their  (laves  is  beyond  all  example  among 
us  humane,  tender,  and  generous,  and  fuch  as  may  well  bring  a  blufh 
in  thfc  faces  of  Chriftian  dealers  in  human  flelh.  When  young  flaves, 
male  or  female,  are  bought  by  a  Turk,  they  feem  to  be  introduced  into 
the  family  rather  in  the  condition  of  an  adopted  child  ;  they  receive 
the  fame  education,  perform  nearly  the  fame  offices,  and  are  bound 
.  to  no  greater  marks  of  refped  than  their  matter's  own  children— and 
in  fad  feel  none  of  the  galling  circumftances  of  a  date  of  fervility ; 
the  very  worft  treatment  they  ever  receive  is  to  be  put  on  a  footing 
with  the  menial  domeftics,  or  ordered  to  the  fame  duty  as  a  valet  or 
a  page.  It  often  happens,  on  the  other  hand,  that  they  are  married 
into  the  family,  and  very  frequently  are  promoted  to  high  offices  ia 
the  State.  If  they  adopt  the  Religion  of  their  matters,  it  is  always 
fpontaneoufly ;  and  even  to  flaves  taken  in  war,  no  compulfion  is 
ufed  to  make  them  change  their  Faith* 

The  following  is  the  beft  defcription  I  am  able  to  give  you  of  an 
Eaftern  Caravan*   It  exa&ly  coincides  with  my  own  obfervations,  and 

with 
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«dth  the  various  accounts  I  have  had  from  others.  I  owe  it,  as  well 
as  the  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  pilgrims  at  Mecca,  to  the  kind 
offices  of  a  friend,  who  took  the  pains  to  procure  them  for  me. 


DESCRIPTION    of    a    CARAVAN. 

Inclofed  in  the  preceding  Letter \ 

A  CARAVAN,  which  is  fo  often  mentioned  in  the  hiftory  and 
defcription  of  the  Eaft,  and  in  all  the  tales  and  ftories  of  thofe  coun- 
tries, isan  affemblage  of  travellers,  partly  pilgrims,  partly  merchants, 
who  colled  together  in  order  to  confolidate.  a  fufficient  force  to  pro- 
tect them,  in  travelling  through  the  hideous  wilds  and  burning  deferts 
over  which  they  are  conftrained  to  pais  for  commercial  and  other  pur- 
pofes ;  thofe  wilds  being  infefted  with  Arabs,  who  make  a  profeffion 
of  pillage,  and  rob  in  moft  formidable  bodies,  fome  almoft  as  large  as 
fmall  armies.  As  the  colle&ion  of  fuch  a  number  requires  time,  and 
the  embodying  of  them  is  a  ferious  concern,  it  is  concerted  with  great 
care  and  preparation,  and  is  never  attempted  without  the  permiffion  of 
the  Prince  in  whofe  dominions  it  is  to  be  formed,  and  of  tlicfe  alfo 

through 
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through  whofe  dominions  it  is  to  pafs,  exprefled  in  writing.  The 
exa&  number  of  men  and  carriages,  mules,  horfes,  and  other  beads  of 
burthen,  are  fpecified  in  the  licenfe ;  and  the  merchants  to  whom  the 
caravan  belongs,  regulate  and  <Ure&  every  thing  appertaining  to  its 
government  and  police  during  the  journey,  and  appoint  the  various 
officers  neceflary  for  conducing  it. 

Each  caravan  has  four  principal  officers :  the  firft,  the  Caravanba* 
chi,or  head  of  the  caravan;  the  fecond,  the  Captain  of  the  march;  the 
third,  the  Captain  of  the  flop  or  reft ;  and  the  fourth,  tjie  Captain  of 
the  diftribution.  The  firft  has  the  uncontroulable  authority  and  com* 
mand  overall  the  others, and  gives  them  his  orders:  the  fecond  is  ab- 
folute  during  the  march ;  but  his  authority  immediately  ceafes  on  the 
flopping  or  encamping  of  the  caravan,  when  the  third  affumes  his  fhare 
of  the  authority,  and  exerts  it  during  the  time  of  its  remaining  at  reft ; 
and  the  fourth  orders  the  difpofition  of  every  part  of  the  caravan,  in 
cafe  of  an  attack  or  battle.  This  laft  officer  has  alfo  during  the  march 
the  infpe&ion  and  dire&ion  of  the  diftribution  of  provifions,  which  is 
conduced  under  his  management  by  feveral  inferior  officers,  who  are 
obliged  to  give  fecurity  to  the  matter  of  the  caravan ;  each  of  them 
having  the  care  of  a  certain  number  of  men,  elephants,  dromedaries, 
camels,  &c.  &c.  which  they  undertake  to  condud  and  furnifh  with 
provifions  at  their  own  rifque,  according  to  an  agreement  ftipulated 
between  them. 

A  fifth  officer  of  the  caravan  is  the  pay-mafter  or  treafurer,  who 
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his  under  him  a  great  many  clerks  and  interpreters,  appointed  to  keep 
accurate  journals  of  all  the  material  incidents  that  occur  upon  the 
journey.  And  it  is  by  thefe  journals,  figned  by  the  fuperior  officer^ 
that  the  owners  of  the  caravan  judge  whether  they  have  been  well  or 
ill  ferved  or  conducted. 

Another  kind  of  officers  are  the  Mathematicians,  without  whom 
no  caravan  will  prefume  to  fet  out.  There  are  commonly  three  of 
them  attached  to  a  caravan  of  large  fize ;  and  they  perform  the  office* 
both  of  quarter-mafters  and  aides-de-camp, leading  the  troops  when  the 
caravan  is  attacked,  and  affigning  the  quarters  where  the  caravan  ii 
appointed  to  encamp. 

There  are  no  lefs  than  five  diftinfl:  forts  of  caravans :  firft,  the 
heavy  caravans,  which  are  compofed  of  elephants,  dromedaries,  ca- 
inels,  and  horfes ;  fecondly,  the  light  caravans,  which  have  but  fcwr 
elephants  ;  thirdly,  the  common  caravans,  where  there  are  none  of 
thofe  animals ;  fourthly,  the  horfe  caravans,  where  there  are  neither 
dromedaries  nor  camels;  and  laftly,  fea  caravans,  confiding  of  veffelsj* 
from  whence  you  will  obferve  that  the  word  caravan  is  not  confined 
to  the  land,  but  extends  to  the  water  alfo. 

The  proportion  obferved  in  the  heavy  caravan  is  as  follows: 
When  there  are  five  hundred  elephants,  they  add  a  thoufand  drome* 
daries  and  two  thoufand  horfes  at  the  lead ;  and  then  the  efcort  is 
compofed  of  four  thoufand  men  on  horfeback.  Two  men  are  required 
for  leading  one  elephant,  five  for  three  dromedaries,  and  feven  for 
5  eleven 
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eleven  camels.  This  multitude  of  fervantt,  together  with  the  officers 
and  paffengers,  whofe  number  is  uncertain,  ferve  to  fupport  the  efcort 
in  cafe  of  a  fight,  and  render  the  caravan  more  formidable  and  fecure. 
The  paffengers  are  not  abfolutely  obliged  to  fight;  but  according  to  the 
laws  and  ufages  of  the  caravans,  if  they  refufe  to  do  fo,  they  are  not 
entitled  to  any  provifions  whatever  from  the  caravan,  even  though 
they  fhould  agree  to  pay  an  extravagant  price  for  them. 

Every  elephant  is  mounted  by  what  they  call  a  Nick  ;  that  is  to 
fay,  a  young  lad  of  nine  or  ten  years  old,  brought  up  to  die  bufinefs, 
who  drives  the  elephant,  and  pricks  it  with  a  pointed  iron  to  animate 
it  in  the  fight :  the  fame  lad  alfo  loads  the  fire-arms  of  the  two  foldiers 
who  mount  the  elephant  with  him. 

The  day  of  the  caravan  fetting  out  being  once  fixed,  is  never 
altered  or  poftponed  ;  fo  that  no  disappointment  can  poflibly  enfue  to 
any  one. 

One  would  fuppofe  that  fo  enormous  and  powerful  a  body,  fo  well 
armed,  might  be  certain  of  moving  forward  without  fear  of  being 
robbed ;  but  as  mod  of  the  Arabian  Princes  have  no  other  means  to 
fubfift  but  by  their  robberies,  they  keep  fpies  in  all  parts,  who  give 
them  notice  when  the  caravans  fet  out,  which  they  way-lay ;  and 
fometimes  attack  with  fuperior  force,  overpower  them,  plunder  them 
of  all  their  treafure,  and  make  Haves  of  the  whole  convoy — foreigners 
excepted,  to  whom  they  generally  fliew  more  mercy.  If  they  are 
repiilfed,  they  generally  come  to  fome  agreement ;  the  conditions  of 
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which  are  pretty  well  obferved,  efpecially  if  the  aflailants  are  pative 
Arabians.  The  carrying  on  of  robberies  with  fuch  armies  may  ap- 
pear aftonifhing  ;  but  when  the  temptation  is  confidered,  and  when 
it  is  known  that  one  caravan  only  is  fometimes  enough  to  enrich 
thofe  Princes,  much  of  our  furprife  vaniihes. 

They  are  obliged  to  ufe  great  precautions  to  prevent  the  caravan 
from  introducing  that  dreadful  diftemper,  the  plague,  into  the  places 
through  which  they  pafs,  or  from  being  themfelves  infe&ed  with  it. 
When  therefore  they  arrive  near  a  town,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
and  the  people  of  the  caravan  hold  a  folemn  conference  concern- 
Sng  the  ftate  of  their  health,  and  very  fincerely  communicate  to  each 
other  the  ftate  of  the  cafe,  candidly  informing  each  other  whether 
there  be  danger  on  either  fide. — When  there  is  reafon  to  fufpeft  any 
contagious  diftemper,  they  amicably  agree  that  no  communication 
whatever  fhall  take  place  between  them ;  and  if  the  caravan  (lands 
in  need  of  provifions,  they  are  conveyed  to  them  with  the  utmoft 
caution  over  the  walls  of  the  town. 

The  fatigues,  hardfhips,  and  hazards,  attending  thofe  caravans, 
are  fo  great,  that  they  certainly  would  never  be  undertaken,  if  the 
amazing  profits  did  not  in  fome  meafure  counterbalance  them. — The 
merchant  who  travels  in  them  muft  be  content  with  fuch  provifions 
as  he  can  get,  muft  part  with  all  his  delicacies,  and  give  up  all  hope 
of  eafe  ;  he  muft  fubmit  to  the  frightful  confufion  of  languages  and 
nations ;  the  fatigues  of  long  marches  over  fands,  and  under  a  cli- 
mate 


{     49     ) 

mate  almoft  fufficiently  hot  to  reduce  him  to  a  cinder :  he  muft 
fubmit  cheerfully  to  exorbitant  duties  fraudulently  levied,  and  auda- 
cious robberies  and  fubtle  tricks  pra&ifed  by  the  herd  of  vagabonds 
who  follow  the  caravans— for  preventing  which,  the  merchants  have 
a  variety  of  well  contrived  locks,  that  can  only  be  opened  by  thofe 
who  know  the  knack  of  them. 

But  in  fome  tracks  of  caravans  there  are  dangers,  and  horrible 
ones,  againft  which  no  human  forefight  or  power  can  provide,  and 
beneath  which  whole  caravans  fink,  and  are  never  after  heard  of. 

The  Egyptian  caravans  are  particularly  fubje£t  to  hazards  in  the 
horrid  tracks  they  are  neceffarily  obliged  to  take  through  fandy  de- 
ferts,  where,   for  boundlefs  extents,  nature  has  denied  one  finglc 
eircumftance  of  favour ;  where  a  blade  of  grafs  never  grew,  nor  a 
drop  of  water  ever  ran  j  where  the  fcorching  fire  of  the  fun  has 
baniihed  the  kindly  influence  of  the  other  elements ;    where,  for 
feveral  days  journey,  no  objed  meets  the  eye  to  guide  the  parched 
traveller  in  his  way ;  and  where  the  cafual  track  of  one  caravan  is 
clofed  by  the  moving  fands,  before  another  can  come  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  it.     In  thofe  vaft  plains  of  burning  fands,  if  the  guide 
fhould  happen  to  lofe  his  way,  the  provifion  of  water,  fo  neceflary 
to  carry  them  to  the  place  where  they  are  to  find  more,  muft  infal- 
libly fail  them  :  in  fuch  a  cafe  the  mules  and  horfes  die  with  fatigue 
and  third ;  and  even  the  camels,  notwithftanding  their  extraordinary 
power  to  fubfift  without  water,  foon  perifh  in  the  fame  manner,  to- 
gether 
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gether  with  the  people  of  the  caravan,  wandering  in  thofe  frightful 
tJeferts. 

But  more  dreadful  ftill,  and  ftill  more  inevitable,  is  the  danger 
when  a  fouth  wind  happens  to  rife  in  thofe  fandy  deferts.  The 
leaft  mifchief  it  occafions  is,  to  dry  up  the  leathern  bags  which  con- 
tain the  provifion  of  water  for  the  journey.  This  wind,  to  which 
the  Arabs  give  the  epithet  of  poifoned,  often  ftifles  in  a  moment 
thofe  who  have  the  misfortune  to  meet  it  j  to  prevent  which,  they 
are  obliged  to  throw  themfelves  immediately  on  the  ground,  putting 
their  faces  clofe  to  the  burning  fands  which  furround  them  on  all 
fides,  and  covering  their  mouths  with  fome  linen  cloth,  left  by 
breathing  they  (hould  fwallow  inftantaneous  death,  which  this  wind 
carries  with  it  wherever  it  extends. — Befides  which,  whole  caravans 
are  often  buried  under  moving  hills  of  burning  fand,  raifed  by  the 
agitation  of  the  winds. 

All  thofe  horrors  and  dangers  are  fo  exquifitely  defcribed  by  our 
charming  bard  Thomson,  that  I  cannot  refrain  from  tranfcribing  the 
paffage,  as  bringing  them  more  immediately  home  to  the  underftanding 
and  the  heart,  than  volumes  of  common  defcription  could  do. 


Breathed  hot 


From  all  the  boundlefs  furnace  of  the  iky, 
And  the  wide  glittering  wafte  of  burning  fand, 
A  fufibcating  wind  the  pilgrim  fmites 
With  inftant  death.    Patient  of  thirft  and  tail, 
Son  of  the  Defert !  even  the  camel  feels, 


Shot 


(    47    ) 

Shot  through  bis  withered  heart,  the  fiery  Waft. 
Or  from  the  black-red  ether  burfting  broad 
Sallies  the  fudden  whirlwind.  Straight  the  fands, 
Commov'd  around,  in  gathering  eddies  play ; 
%  Nearer  and  nearer  dill  they  darkening  come ; 

Till,  with  the  general  all-involving  ftorm 
Swept  up,  the  whole  continuous  wilds  arife * 
And  by  their  noon-day  fount  deje&cd  thrown, 
Or  funk  at  night  in  fad  difaftrous  fleep 
Beneath  descending  hills,  the  caravan 
Is  buried  deep.    In  Cairo's  crowded  ftreets 
Th'  impatient  Merchant  wondering  waits  in  vain, 
And  Mecca  faddens  at  the  long  delay.—— 

Xet,  notwithftanding  all  thofe  horrible  circumftances  of  terror  and 
danger — trade,  and  the  defire  of  gain,  on  t^e  one  hand,  induce  mul- 
titudes of  people  to  run  the  hazard  : 

Impiger  extremes  currit  Mercator  ad  Indos, 
Per  mare  pauperiem  fugiens,  per  faxa,  per  ignes* 

Horace. 

And  on  the  other  hand,  enthufiafm  and  religious  zeal  fend  thoufands 
to  tempt  their  fate,  and  take  a  paflage  to  Heaven  through  thofe 
horrid  regions.  Thus  we  fee  in  what  various  ways  delufion  operates. 
— The  Merchant  might  find  a  livelihood,  and  the  Bigot  his  way  to 
divine  favour,  juft  as  well  by  flaying  within  the  confines  of  their 
own  native  home, 
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ACCOUNT  OF  THE  CEREMONIES  OBSERVED  BY  PILGRIMS 
ON  THEIR  ARRIVAL  AT  MECCA. 

The  caravans  are  generally  fo  ordered  as  to  arrive  at  Mecca 
about  forty  days  after  the  Faft  of  Ramedan,  and  immediately  pre- 
vious to  the  Corban,  or  Great  Sacrifice.  Five  or  fix  days  before  that 
Feftivfcl,  the  three  great  caravans,  viz.  that  from  Europe,  that  from 
Afia  Minor,  and  that  from  Arabia,  unite;  and  all,  confiding  of 
about  two  hundred  thoufand  men,  and  three  hundred  thoufand 
beafts  of  burthen,  encamp  at  fome  milea  from  Mecca,  The  pil- 
grims form  themfelves  into  fmall  detachments,  and  enter  the  town 
to  arrange  the  ceremonies  preparatory  to  the  Great  Sacrifice.  They 
are  led  through  a  ftreet  of  continual  afcent,  till  they  arrive  at  a  gate 
on  an  eminence,  called  the  Gate  of  Health.  From  thence  they  fee 
the  great  Mofque  which  inclofes  the  Houfe  of  Abraham.  They  fa- 
lute  it  with  the  moft  profound  refpeft  and  devotion,  repeating  twice, 
"  Salam  Alek  Jrufoul  Allah !"  that  is  to  fay,  "  Peace  be  with  the 
iC  Ambaflador  of  God  !"  Thence,  at  fome  diftance,  they  mount 
five  fteps  to  a  large  platform  faced  with  ftone,  where  they  offer  up 
their  prayers ;  they  then  defcend  on  the  other  fide  of  it,  and  advance 
towards  two  arches,  of  the  fame  kind  of  dimenfions,  but  at  fome 
diftance  from  each  other,  through  which  they  pafs  with  great  filence 
and  devotion.     This  ceremony  muft  be  performed  feven  times. 
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From  hence  proceeding  to  the  great  Mofque  which  ihclofes  the 
Houfe  of  Abraham,  they  enter  the  Mofque,  and  walk  feven  times 
round  the  Kttle  building  contained  within  it,  faying,  "  This  is  the 
"  Houfe  of  God,  and  of  his  fervant  Abraham/*  Then  kiffing 
with  great  veneration  a  black  (lone,  faid  to  have  defcended  white 
from  Heaven,  they  go  to  the  famous  Well  called  Zun  Zuft,  which 
tbe  Angel  (hewed  to  Hagar  when  (he  was  diftrefled  in  the  defert, 
and  could  find  no  water  for  her  fon  Khmael,  and  which  the  Arabs  call 
Zem  Zem.  Into  this  Well  they  plunge  with  all  their  clothes,,  re- 
peating "  Toba  Alia,  Toba  Alia  !"  that  is  to  fay,  w  Forgivenefe,  God  ! 
Forgiyenefs,  God  !"  They  then  drink  a  draught  of  that  foetid,  turbid 
water,  and  depart. 

The  duty  of  bathing  and  drinking  they  are  obliged  to  pafs 
through  once ;  but  thofe  who  would  gain  Paradife  before  the  others, 
inuft  repeat  it  once  a  day  during  the  (lay  of  the  Caravan  at  Mecca. 

At  fifteen  miles  from  the  town  of  Mecca  there  is  a  hill  called 
"  Ghiabal  Arafata,"  or  "  the  Mount  of  Forgivenefs."  It  is  about 
two*  miles  in  circumference — a  mod  delicious  fpot.  On  it  Adam 
and  Eve  met,  after  the  Lord  had,  for  their  tranfgreflions,  feparated 
them  forty  years.  Here  they  cohabited  and  lived  in  excefs  of  hap- 
pinefs,  having  built  a  houfe  on  it,  called  u  Beith  Adam/*  that  is  to 
fay,  "  the  Houfe  of  Adam."  On  the  eve  of  the  day  of  Sacrifice, 
the  three  caravans,  ranged  in  a  triangular  form,  furround  this 
mountain— during  the  whole  night  the  people  rejoice,  clamour  and 
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rjot — firing  off  cannon,  mulkets,  piftols,  and  fire-works,  wiib  aa 
inceflfafrt  found  of  d?um*  and  trumpets.  .  As  foon  as  day  breaks,  a 
profound  fijence  fucceeds^— they  flay  their  fheep  and  offer  up  their 
feqrifiqe  oa  the  fountain  with  every  dcmonftration  of  the  moft  pro- 
found devotion. 

Qji  ..a  fadcjeq  a  Sdbeik  (or  Head  of  a  Temple),  a  kind  of  Prelate, 
ruflies  from  amidft  them,  mounted  pn  a  caipel— he  afcends  five 
fteps,  rendered  pra&if  able  for  the  purpofe,  and  in  a  ftudkd  fermon 
preachei  thus  to  the  people : 

"  Return  praife  and  thanks  for  the  infinite  and  immenfe  benefits 
tt  granted  by  God  to  Mahometans,  through  the  mediation  of  his 
"  moft  beloved  friend  and  prophet,  Mahomet :  for  that  he  has  de- 
c<  livered  them  from  the  flavery  and  bondage  of  fin  and  idolatry,  in 
"  which  they  were  plunged ;  has  given  them  the  Houfe  of  Ahra- 
c<  ham,  from  whence  they  can  be  heard,  and  their  petitions  granted  ; 
"  alfo  the  Mountaia  of  forgivenefs,  by  which  they  can  implore  Him, 
"  and  obtain  a  pardon  and  remiffion  of  all  their  fins* 

"  For  that  the  blefled*  piou6,  and  merciful  Goo,  giver  of  all 
"  good  gifts,  commanded  his  fecretary,  Abraham,  to  build  himfelf 
"  a  houfe  at  Mecca,  whence  hk  defendants  might  pray  to  the  AU 
M  mighty,  and  their  defires  be  fulfilled, 

"  On  this  command  all  the  mountains  in  the  world  ran,  as  it 

*  were,  each  ambitious  to  affift  the  Secretary  of  the  Lord,  and  to 

*  furnifii  a  ftone  towards  erecting  the  holy  houfe ;  all,  except  this 

"  poor 
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<c  poor  little  Mountain,  which,  through  mere  indigence,  could  not 
*  contribute  a  ftone.  It  continued  therefore  thirty  years  grievoufly 
"  affli&ed ;  at  length  the  Eternal  God  obferved  its  anguifli,  and, 
"  moved  with  pity  at  its  long  fuflfering,  broke  forth,  faying,  I  can 
iC  forbear  no  longer,  my  child  !  your  bitter  lamentations  have  reached 
"  my  ears ;  and  I  now  declare,  that  all  thofe  who  go  to  vifit  the 
u  houfe  of  my  friend  Abraham  fhall  not  be  abfolved  of  their  fins, 
4C  if  they  do  not  firft  reverence  you,  and  celebrate  on  you  the  holy 
u  Sacrifice,  whkh  I  have  enjoined  my  people  through  the  mouth 
u  of  my  prophet  Mahomet !  Love  God  !  Pray !  Give  Alms  Pf 
After  this  fermon  the  people  falute  the  Mountain,  and  depart. 


LETTER    XXXII. 


In  my  laft  letters  I  endeavoured  to  give  you  an  ac- 
count of  the  TurkUh  Government,  Laws,  and  Conftitution  in  ge- 
neral, fo  far  as  I  was  able  to  colled  information  on  the  fubjeft.  I 
will  now  proceed  to  a  description  of  thofe  particular  parts  of  that 
vaft  Empire  through  which  I  had  occafion  to  travel 

During  my  day  at  Aleppo,  I  experienced  much  politenefs  an£ 
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hofpitality  from  the  European  gentry  refident  there,  and  particularly 

from  Mr. ■ — ,  at  whofe  houfe  I  entirely  refided ;  aqd  as  the 

Franks  live  on  a  very  good  footing  with  each  other,  the  time  pafled 
fo  agreeably,  that  were  it  not  for  "  that  within,"  I  fhould  have  been 
happy  enough — We  rode  out  occafionally,  fometimes  hunting,  fome- 
times  merely  for  the  ride  fake.  Sometimes  with  an  intelligent  na- 
tive whom  I  got  to  walk  with  me,  or  with  fome  of  the  Franks,  I 
walked  about  the  town,  in  order  to  amufe  away  the  time  and  fee 
what  was  going  forward,  notwithftanding  the  cry  of  u  Frangi  Cucu !" 
or  "  Cuckold  Frank  J"  which  frequently  followed  us  for  the  length  of 
a  ftreet.  Sometimes  we  went  of  evenifcgs  to  fome  of  the  outlets,  where 
preparation  was  made  for  our  reception  by  fervants,  previoufly  di£ 
patched  for  the  purpofe,  and  there  regaled  with  coffee,  wine,  fruits,  &c; 
The  firft  day  we  went  on  a  party  of  the  laft  mentioned  kind,, 
Mrs. did  us  the  honour  to  accompany  us :  the  place  ap- 
pointed was  in  a  range  of  beautiful  rural  gardens  that  lie  along  the 
fide  of  a  river ;  where  the  well  cultivated  earth  teeming  with  a  vaft 
abundance  of  the  bell  efculent  plants,  flowers,  flowering  fhrubs  and 
fruit-trees,  afforded  a  mod  delicious  regale  to-  the  fenfes ;  and  the 
plane,  the  willow,  the  afh,  the  pomegranate,  and  a  variety  of  other 
trees,  cluttered  together  in  almoft  impervious  thickets,  yielded  a 
delightful  fhady  retreat  from  the  piercing  rays  of  the  Sun.  It  was 
on  this  occafion  that  I  got  the  firft  fpecimen  of  Turkifh  illiberality, 
which,  as  I  was  entirely  unprepared  for  it,  confounded  me,  and  nearly 
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deprived  me  of  temper  and  of  prudence*  As  we  walked  along,  I 
obferved  feveral  Turks  addreffing  themfelves  to  Mrs.     '  and 

me,  who  walked  arm  in  arm,  and  fpeaking  witll  a  loudnefs  of  voice, 
contortion  of  countenance,  and  violence  of  gefticulation,  attended 
with  a,  clapping  of  hands,  which,  though  I  did  not  underftand 
their  language,  I  could  plainly  perceive  carried*  the  appearance  of 
menace  or  infult.  I  was  at  a  lofs  what  to  think  of  it :  Mrs.  — 
blufhed,,  and  feemed  much  hurt :.  Mr,  ■   and  the  other  gen- 

tlemen were  filent,  and  betrayed  not  the  leaft  mark  of  emotion  or 
refentment*     At  lengthy  when  we  gpt  from  them,   I  afked  what  it 

meant  ?  and  was  told,  that  it  was  all  aimed  at  Mrs. ,  or  at : 

leaft  occafioned  by  her :  that,  bigoted  to  the  cuftoms  of  their  own 
country,  and,  utterly  ignorant  of  thofe  of  any  other,  they  were  afc 
fe&ed  with,  great  indignation  at.  her  drefs,  occafional  derangement 
of  her  veil,  and,  above  all,  at  the  fliamelefs  and  unpardonably 
wicked  circumftance  of  ar  woman  walking,  fo  openly  and  familiarly 
in  the  company  of  men;  Talking  of  this  afiair  afterwards  with  Mr. 
■  ,  the  lady's  hufband,  he  aflured  me,,  that  there  was  not  aa. 
opprobrious  and  infamous  epithet  which  the  vulgar,  ingenuity,  of  the 
hrighteft  quean  in.  Billingfgate  could'  think  of,  that  they*  had  not 
huddled  upon  us..  I  was  beyond  meafure  aftoni(bed  at  the  cool* 
nefs  with  which  he  bore  it,  and  faid,  that. if  I  had  underftood  what 
they  had  faid,  I  fhould  moft  certainly  have  been  unable  to  reftrain  # 
myfelf,  aud  would  have  knocked  one  of  them  down  as  an  example* 
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to  the  reft.  Had  you  done  fo,  returned  he,  you  woutd  certainly 
have  repented  it :  for,  if  you  efcaped  being  ftoned,  or  put  to  death 
upon  the  fpot,  the  legal  punifhment  for  an  infidel  ftriking  a  true 
believer,  you  could  not  efcape ;  and  probably  we,  and  all  the  Frank* 
in  the  city,  would  fufFer  for  it :  it  would  at  all  events  caufe  a  dread- 
ful convulfion  in  the  place,  and  you  would  yourfelf  fall  a  facrifice 
to  it. 

Not  long  fince  I  was  converfing  on  this  fubjeft  with  a  gentle- 
man of  my  acquaintance,  and  mentioned  it  with  fome  afperity,  as 
arifmg  from  a  fpirit  of  bigotry  peculiar  to  Mahomedans. — u  My 
"  good  Sir,"  faid  he,  "  let  me  undeceive  you !  the  very  fame  would 
"  be  done  in  moft  parts  of  Spain.  I  was  one  day,"  continued  he, 
u  walking  in  a  town  in  Spain,  in  company  with  the  wife  of  a  gen- 
**  tleman  who  refided  there,  who  were  both  well  known,  and  bore 
u  the  moft  unexceptionable  character.  Seeing  me  however  walking 
"  with  her,  the  populace,  as  we  pafled,  held  up  two  fingers  fignifi- 
"  cantly,  and  cried  to  her,  What  a  cuckold  is  your  hufband !  and 
M  concluded  with  *  Todas  las  Ingtefas  fon  putas/  or,  c  All  Engiifh 

il  women  are 8.*  He  added,  "  that  he  was  even  in  Cadiz,  where 

u  commercial  intereourfe  renders  them  rather  more  liberal  than  in 
«  other  parts  of  that  country,  frequently  accofted  by  little  children 
*  themfehres,  with  *  Crees  in  Dios  ?*  Do  you  believe  in  God  ?  and 
u  fometimes  forming  a  crofe  with  the  thumb  of  the  right  hand  and 
M  the  forefinger,  *  Crees  en  efte  ?  Crees  en  efte  ?  No !  No!  Ah  Ju- 

"dio! 
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*.£o!,Moro!  Barbaro!  Bruto!  Proteftante!  Puerco!  Voia  al  los 
"  Infernos  IV  I*  Engltth — Do  you  believe  in  this  ?  Do  you  be- 
"  lieve  in  this  ?  No  I  No !  Ah  Jew !  Moor !  Barbarian !  Proteftant ! 
"Hog!  Go  to  Hell!!" 

So  much  for  human  beneficence  and  charity,  under  the  foftcring 
aufpices  of  religion ! 

The  houfe  of  Mr.  ,  where  I  was  fo  hofpitably  lodged*, 

was  a  magnificent  edifice,  buih  in  all  the  fullnefs  of  Eaftern  gran- 
deur and  luxury,  and  furnifhed  with  all  the  fplendour  and  flate  of 
Turkey,  united  wkh  the  tafte  and  opulence  of  Great  Britain.  It  was- 
indeed  a  houfe  in  which  voluptuouihefs  itfelf  might  fit  down  with* 
fatisfa&ion — The  moft  unaffe&ed  hofpitality  and  generous  benevo- 
lence invited  and  fpread  the  board,  and  politenefs  and  affability  pre* 
fided  over  all.  Never  fhall  I  forget  it— never  fhall  L  think  of  it 
without  gratitude  and  efteeriu 

A  gentleman  of  the  opulence  and  confequence  of  Mr. ,, 

with  a  houfe  fiich  as  I  have  defbribed,  and  a  difpofition  to  focial  en* 
joyment,  was  not,  you  will  conclude, ,  without  a  refort  of  company 
and  friends  j  in  truth,  he  had  friends  even  among  the  better  fort  of ' 
Turks.     Parties  of  pleafure  had  no  intermifiion  while  I  was  there  j: 
and  as  the  ladies  of  Europe  or  of  European  extra&ion  in  that  coun- 
try are  highly  accomplifhed,  fpeak  many  languages*  are  indefatiga- 
ble in  their  efforts  to  pleafe,  and  receive  ftrangers  from  Europe  with* 
a  joy  and  fatisfa&ion  not  to  be  defcribed,  Aleppo  would  have  been : 
4  to 


(     56     ) 

to  me  an  Elyfium,  if  the  pleafures  cif  the  place  did  not  from  the 
beginning  fuffer  diminution  from  my  own  painful  fenfations,  which 
were  aggravated  at  laft  by  an  incident  that  arofe  from  my  ihter- 
courfe  there— of  which  more  hereafter. 

While  I  remained  at  Aleppo,  I  walked,  as  I  before  told  you, 
frequently  about  the  ftreets ;  and  I  think  I  never  was  witnefs  to  fo 
many  broils  in  all  my  life  put  together,  as  I  was  in  my  wanderings 
there — Not  a  time  I  went  out  that  I  did  not  obferve  one,  two,  three, 
and  fometimes  half  a  dozen  or  more.  They  have  nothing  terrible 
in  them  however,  and,  were  it  not  extremely  difgufting  to  fee  men 
fcdld,  would  be  very  entertaining;  for  I  will  venture  to  fay  that 
a  ftreet  battle  "  a  la  Turque"  is  one  of  the  moft  ludicrous  exhi- 
bitions in  the  world.  The  parties  approach  to  each  other,  and  re- 
treat mutually,  as  the  a&ion  of  the  one  gives  hopes  to  the  other  of 
vi&ory,  lifting  their  hands,  and  flourifhing  them  in  the  air,  as  if 
ready  to  ftrike  every  moment,  grinning  and  gnafhing  their  teeth, 
while  their  beard  and  whifkers  befprent  with  the  fpume  of  their 
mouths,  and  wagging  with  the  quick  motion  of  their  lips  and 
ghaftly  contortions  of  their  jaws,  prefent  the  moft  ridiculous  fpec- 
tacle  imaginable.  They  reminded  me  at  the  time  of  a  verfe  in  an 
eld  Englifh  Ballad  :— 

Tis  merry  in  the  hall, 

When  beards  wag  all. 

Nothing,  In  fad,  can  exceed  the  extravagance  of  their  gefture : 

the 
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the  vehement  loudnefs  of  their  voice,  or  the  whimfical  diftortions 
of  their  countenances,  in  which  are  difplayed  fometimes  the  quickeft 
viciflitudes  of  fear  and  fury,  and  fometimes  the  moft  laughable 
combination  of  both.  All  this  time,  however,  not  a  fingle  blow  is 
a&ually  ftruck ;  but  they  compenfate  for  the  want  of  bodily  prowefs 
by  the  exercife  of  the  tongue,  denouncing  vengeance  againft  each 
other,  threatening  inftant  demolition,  lavishing  every  bitter  reproach, 
every  filthy  epithet,  and  every  horrible  imprecation  that  they  can 
think  of,  and  both  boafting  occafionally  of  their  patience  and  forbear- 
ance, which  fortunately  enabled  them  to  refrain  from  annihilating 
their  adverfary.  At  laft  the  fray  gradually  decays :  exhaufted  with 
fatigue,  and  half  choaked  with  <!uft  and  vociferation,  they  retreat 
gradually  backwards  to  their  own  doors;  where  fumming  up  all  their 
malignity  into  a  moft  horrid  execration,  they  part  for  the  time,  and 
retire  to  vaunt  in  empty  threat,  and  growl  away  their  rage,  in  the 
recefles  of  their  Haram. 

Yet  thofe  people  are  found  terrible  in  battle  by  the  Chriftian  troops 
that  have  from  time  to  time  been  oppofed  to  them :  here,  if  proof 
be  wanting  of  the  cfle&s  of  Religion  on  the  human  mind,  is  an  in- 
controvertible one  of  its  powerful  operations.  Under  the  influence 
of  their  faith,  which  tells  them  that  they  go  to  Paradife  inftantly  if 
killed  in  battle  with  Infidels,  they  perform  prodigies  of  valour  fight- 
ing againft  Chriftians;  while,  forbidden  by  that  faith  to  imbrue  their 
hands  in  the  blood  of  a  true  believer,  their  paffions  have  been  gradu- 
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ally  brought  under  the  dominion  of  their  religion,  till  that  which  at 
firft  was  faith  at  laft  becomes  habit,  and  the  appropriate  energjr  and 
courage  of  the  man  has  funk  into  the  degrading  and  emafculant 
efforts  of  the  woman.    • 

The  pra&ice  of  fighting,  or  perfonal  conflicts  between  individuals 
of  the  fame  fociety,  feems  to  have  been  condemned  by  the  univerfal 
confent  of  all  religions.  The  Gentoos,  as  well  as  all  the  other  feds 
of  the  various  parts  of  the  Eaft  through  which  I  have  travelled,  give 
vent  to  their  paffion  in  nearly  the  fame  manner  as  the  Turks.  The 
Chriftians  too  are  moft  ftri&ly  forbidden  to  ftrike  one  another  by  the 
great  Author  of  their  faith  :  but  it  is  their  good  fortune,  that  they 
not  only  have  the  beft  religion  in  the  world  for  their  guidance,  but 
that  they  are  the  only  people  in  the  world  who  claim  exemption 
from  the  penalties  of  that  religion,  and  think  themfelves  wronged 
and  their  perfonal  rights  infringed,  if  they  are  refufed  the  privilege 
of  breaking  through  its  rules  whenever  thofe  rules  are  at  variance 
with  their  convenience. 

Be  it  ytfur  care,  my  dear  child  !  to  fortify  your  mind  with  the 
fpirit  of  true  religion  and  found  morality,  and  let  your  pra&ice  in 
life  be  ever  guided  by  their  precepts* 
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1  he  avidity  with  which  human  creatures  fearch  for  fome- 
thing  to  recreate  the  mind  and  keep  it  in  exercife,  is  of  itfelf  a  con- 
vincing proof  of  the  natural  activity  of  our  intelle&ual  faculties,  and 
fhews  that,  like  the  different  parts  of  the  body,  they  were  given  by 
Providence  to  be  called  into  effort  and  improved  by  practice.  As 
they  who  by  the  favours  of  opulence  are  exempted  from  the  neceffity 
of  a&ual  bodily  labour,  are  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  artificial 
labour  called  exercife  j  fo  they  who  have  the  misfortune  to  be  pre- 
cluded from  the  employment  of  the  mind  by  bufinefs,  are  obliged  to 
feek  mental  exercife  in  a  variety  of  expedients,  fome  of  which  are 
criminal,  fome  foolilh,  and  fome  good  for  nothing  or  indifferent. 
Cards,  dice,  and  games  of  chance  are  (according  to  the  extent  to 
which  they  are  carried)  of  the  two  former— tale  and  novel-reading 
of  the  two  latter.  Thofe  however  ferve  to  occupy  the  vacant  hours 
of  all  the  idle  and  unemployed.  And  when  letters  deny  their 
friendly  aid,  we  find  among  ourfelves  the  deficiency  fupplied  from 
the  lefs  ample  refources  of  the  memory  ;  and  ftory-telling,  love  tales, 
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fairy  tales,  and  goblin  and  ghoft  adventures,  are  recited  round  the 
villager's  fire  or  the  kitchen  hearth  in  as  great  numbers,  with  as  much 
ingenuity,  and  to  as  great  effect,  as  they  are  to  be  found  written  in 
the  innumerable  volumes  on  the  delves  of  our  circulating  libraries. 

In  Turkey,  where  the  art  of  printing  has  not  yet  been  kno\yn, 
where  the  circulation  of  literary  productions  is  chained  down  within 
the  narrow  compafs  of  manufcript,  and  where  therefore  the  efforts  of 
genius  are  reprefled  by  difcouragement,  the  bufinefs  of  ftory-telling 
makes  in  itfelf  a  profeflion,  which,  as  it  is  acquired  by  ftudy  and  pnv 
fecuted  with  art,  is  followed  with  confiderable  profit. 

One  day  a  friend  (a  French  gentleman)  who  efcorted  me  through 
the  town,  called  to  draw  me  out  with  him  for  a  walk  j  he  faid  he 
wifhed  to  fhew  me  fome  of  the  caravanferas,  obferving  that  he  thought 
I  fhould  be  entertained  with  a  view  of  them.  I  agreed  to  go ;  and  he 
brought  me  to  two,  which,  after  be  had  fhewn  to  me  afad  explained 
their  principle,  police,  and  etiquette,  I  could  not  help  admiring  and 
approving.  To  both  thefe  were  attached  eating-houfes  and  coffee- 
houfes,  and  every  appendage  that  could  render  them  convenient  and 
comfortable.  As  we  were  about  leaving  the  laft,  I  obferved  my 
friend  flop  and  liften  attentively.  "  Come  hither,'*  faid  he,  after  a 
minute's  paufe — "  come  into  this  cofFee-houfe,,  here  is  fomething 
going  forward'  that  may  amufe  you." 

We  accordingly  entered  the  coffee-houfe,  where  we  faw  a  num- 
ber of  people,  fome  feated  in  the  Turkiflx  fafhion,  fome  on  low 
i  (tools, 
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(tools,  and  fonae  (landing ;  and  in  the  middle  a  man  walking  to  and 
fro,  fpeaking  in  an  audible  voice,  fometimes  flowly,  fometimes 
with  rapidity,,  varying  his  tones  occafionally  with  all  the  inflexions 
of  a  correfponding  fenfe.  I -could  not  underftand  him,  but  he  feemed 
to  me  to  fpeak  with  "  good  emphafis  and  good  difcretion :"  his  action 
was  eafy  to  him,  though  expreflive  and  emphatical ;  and  his  coun- 
tenance exhibited  ftrong  marks  of  eloquent  expreflion.  I  could  not 
help  ftaring  with  aftoniftiment  at  a  fcene  fo  new  to  me,  and  felt 
great  approbation  of  the  tones  and  manner  of  this  extraordinary 
orator,  though  I  could  not  underftand  a  fingle  word  he  faid.  He 
was  liftened  to  by  all  with  great  attention,  and  the  Turks  (albeit  not 
ufed  to  the  laughing  mood)  frequently  betrayed  ftrong  fymptoms 
of  rifibility :  but  in  the  height  and  torrent  of  his  fpeech  he  broke 
Suddenly  off,  fcampered  out  of  the  door  and  difappeared.  I  fet  it 
down  that  he  was  a  maniac  or  lunatic  of  an  ingenious  kind,  and  was 
for  going  away.  "  Stay,"  fays  my  friend,  "  reft  where  you  are  for  a 
few  minutes,  let  us  hear  further." 

The  orator  had  fcarcely  been  gone  three  minutes  when  the  room 
was  filled  with  the  buzz  of  conveifation,  a  word  of  which  I  could 
not  underftand,  but  which  my  guide  liftened  to  very  attentively. 
At  length  the  buzz  began  to  grow  loud,  and  foon  increafed  into 
clamour  ;  when  a  fcene  enfued  of  fo  very  ludicrous  a  kind  as 
forced  me  to  cram  my  handkerchief  into  my  mouth  to  fupprefs  a 
laugh,  or  at  leaft  fb  to  ftifle  it  as  to  avoid  obfervation.     In  fhort* 
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they  were  difputing  violently,  and  the  beards  were,  as  I  once  before 
mentioned  to  you,  all  wagging.  I  became  more convulfed  with 
mirth  ;  and  my  friend  ljbeing  that  I  was  likely  to  give  offence,  took 
me  under  the  arm  and  hurried  me  out  of  the  coffee-houfe :  we 
retired  into  a  porch  in  the  caravanfera,  where  T  gave  vent  to  my  fup- 
preffed  laughter  till  my  fides  were  fore  and  my  eyes  ran  tears.- 

"  In  the  name  of  God,  my  friend  !"  faid  I,  "tell  me  what  is  the 
meaning  of  all  that  extravagant  fcene  to  which  we  have  juft  now 
been  witnefs :  who  is  that  madman  that  fpoke  fo  much  ?  and  why 
did  they  all  quarrel  after  he  went  away  ?" 

"  Come,  come,"  faid  he,  "  let  us  retire  to  my  houfe,  and  I  will 
there  explain  the  whole  of  it  to  you,  from  beginning  to  ending." 

I  accordingly  accompanied  him  home,  where  we  found  a  very 
gay  circle  affembled,  to  whom  he  defcribed  my  aftonifhment ;  re- 
counting my  immoderate  laughter,  till  they  all  laughed  very  nearly 
as  immoderately  as  myfelf.  "  You  muft  know,"  faid  he,  addrefling 
himfelf  to  me,  "  that  he  whom  you  took  to  be  a  madman,  is  one  of 
the  moft  celebrated  compofers  and  tellers  of  ftories  in  Afia,  and  only 
wants  the  aid  of  printing,  to  be  perhaps  as  eminent  in  reputation 
for  making  Contes,  as  Marmontel  or  Madame  D'Anois.  As  we 
pafled  along  I  heard  his  voice,  and,  knowing  it,  refolved  to  let  you 
fee  him,  and  brought  you  in  for  the  purpofe.  He  was  entertaining 
the  company  with  a  very  curious,  interefting,  and  comical  ftory; 
the  fubjeft  of  which  was  avarice  j  the  hero  a  mifer  of  the  name 

of 
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of  Caflem.  His  miiery  and  avarice  are  reprefented  in  it  as  Bringing 
him  into  a  variety  of  fcrapes,  which  wafte  his  wealth  j  and  his  cha- 
racter is  drawn  with  fuch  ftrength  of  colouring,  and  marked  with 
fuch  grotefque  lines  of  humour — he  related  it  moreover  with  fo  much 
wit,  in  fuch  admirable  language,  and  embellifhed  and  enforced  it 
with  fuch  appropriate  a&ion,  utterance  and  emphafis — that  it  riveted; 
as  you  faw,  the  attention  of  all  his  auditors,  and  extorted  laughter 
even  from  Turkilh  gravity/' 

"  But  how  came  he  to  break  ofFfo  fuddenly  ?9  faid  I. 

tt  That,"  returned  my  friend, u  is  a  part  of  the  art  of  his  profeffiony 
without  which  he  could  not  live :  juft  as  he  gets  to  a  moft  interefting 
part  of  the  ftory,  when  he  has  wound  the  imagination  of  his  audi- 
tors up  to  the  higheft  climax  of  expectation,  he  purpofely  breaks  off 
to  make  them  eager  for  the  reft.  He  is  fure  to  have  them  all  next 
day,  with  additional  numbers  who  come  on  their  report,  and  he 
makes  his  terms  to  finifh  the  ftory." 

"  Why  then,"  interrupted  I,  "  why  did  they  who  remained 
behind  fall  difputing  ?" 

"  That  I  will  explain  to  you,"  faid  he.  «  Juft  as  he  broke  off; 
Caflem  the  mifer  (who,  as  far  as  I  heard,  feems  as  well  drawn  as  Mo- 
Mere's  Avare)  having  already  fuffered  a  thoufand  whimfical  mif- 
fortunes  and  dilapidations  of  fortune,  is  brought  before  the  Cadi  for 
digging  in  his  garden,  on  the  prfefumption  that  he  was  digging  for 
trtafure*     As  foon  as  the  hiftorian  wa6  gone,  they  firft*  applauded 
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him,  and  then"  began  to  difcufs  his  ftory — which  they  one  and 
all  agreed  in  praifing  highly ;  and  when  they  came  to  talk  of  the 
probable  ifiue  of  the  fequel  of  it,  there  were  almoft  as  many  opinions 
as  there  were  men  in  company  j  each  maintained  his  own,  and  they 
went  to  loggerheads  as  you  faw  about  it — when  the  chance  is  a 
thoufand  to  one,  that  not  one  of  them  was  near  the  mark.  One  in 
particular  furmifed  that  Caflem  would  he  married  to  the  Cadi's 
daughter  j  which  gave  great  offence  to  fome,  and  rou&d  another  of 
the  company  to  declare,  that  he  was  well  aflured  in  his  confeience 
that  Caflem  would  be  brought  to  the  baftinado  or  the  flake,  or 
elfe  hanged,  in  the  fequel." 

"  And  is  it  poffible,"  faid  I,  "  that  a  group  of  twenty  or  thirty 
rational  beings  can  be  fo  far  bereft  of  all  common  fenfe,  as  to  difpute 
upon  the  refult  of  a  contingency,  which  absolutely  depends  on  the 
arbitrary  fancy  of  an  acknowledged  fabricator  of  falfehoods  ?" 

"  Ceft  vrai)  Monfieur !  and  thereby  they  demonftrate  the  power  of 
the  poet  (for  poet  we  may  well  call  him)  ;  and  entrt  nous,  I  doubt 
whether  it  is  not  more  rational,  as  well  as  more  fair,  to  difpute  what  the 
denouement  ought  to  be  before  than  after  the  inventor  of  the  piece  has 
difpofed  of  it,  as  is  the  pra&ice  with  us.  When  he  has  once  finilhed 
his  fable,  you  will  find  them  all  content,  and  the  voice  of  criticifra 
filent.  Now  in  France  or  England,  our  critics  lie  perdue^  in  order 
to  attack  the  poet,  let  him  finifh  his  performance  how  he  may*  But 
you  will  recoiled,  Monfieur,  that  in  Turkey  criticifm  is  the  honeft 
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(pontaneous  ifliie  of  the  heart,  and  with  us  is  a  trade,  where  fome- 
times  lucre,  fometimes  vanity,  but  oftener  than  both,  envy  and  malice 
diredt  the  decifion,  and  difpofe  to  cavil  and  cenfure. 

But  we  will  go  again  to-morrow,  continued  he,  probably  he  will  be 
there  to  conclude  or  proceed  further  with  his  ftory  j  I  agreed  to  this 
and  we  parted. 

On  the  next  day  we  went,  and  not  feeing  the  orator  in  his  place, 
lounged  about  the  caravaafera,  and  going  to  another  eoflfee-houfe 
found  him  declaiming  with  ail  his  might.  My  friend  told  me  that 
the  (lory  he  was  now  on  was  quite  different  from  the  former :  how- 
ever we  watched  his  motions  fo  effectually  that  we  got  the  £oncli> 
fioa  of  the  ftory  of  Caflem,  which  completely  difappointed  the  pro- 
gnostics of  the  two  conflicting  Turkifli  critics ;  for  Caflem  was  neither 
baftinadoed,  llaked,  or  hanged*  nor  married  to  the  Cadi's  daughter, 
but  lived  to  fee  that  extreme  avarice  was  folly ;  and  to  be  fenfible 
that  to  make  the  proper  ufe  of  the  goods  of  this  life  is  to  enjoy 
thenu 
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My  laft  letter  has  fliewn  you,  that  the  conceptions  of  genius, 
though  they  may  want  the  aid  of  the  Prefs  to  bring  them  in  full 
and  perfeft  difclofure  to  the  world,  will  yet  burft  through  their 
'bounds,  and  find  fome  means  of  communication  with  mankind ;  for 
though  the  art  of  Printing  be  unknown  in  Turkey,  the  emanations 
of  fuperior  intellect  and  fancy  find  their  way  to  the  general  ear 
through  the  medium  of  public  declamation  in  coflee-houfes.  This 
letter  will  ferve  to  fhew  you  that  malverfation  in  office,  public  delin- 
quency, and  all  thofe  crimes  of  the  great,  which,  with  us  are  cogniz- 
able by  no  tribunal  but  that  of  the  public  prefs,  are  not  altogether 
fo  exempt  from  the  lafli  and  expofure  of  the  fatirift  in  Turkey,  as 
the  want  of  that  great  palladium  of  Freedom  would  difpofe  us  to  be- 
lieve ;  and  that,  incredible  as  it  may  appear,  the  magiftrates  are  held 
up  to  ridicule  in  public  exhibition,  fatirifed  with  all  the  extravagant 
vulgarity  of  coarfe  humour  and  unpoliflied  wit,  and  expofed  with 
all  the  bitter  exaggerations  or  envenomed  genius. 

The  French  gentleman  whom  I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  laft, 
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as  Having  procured  me  that  pleafant  repaft  at  th6  coflce-houfe,  called 
on  me  a  morning  or  two  after  that,  and  reminded  me  how  highly  I 
feemed  to  be  entertained ;  faid,  there  were  often  to  be  feen,  by- 
walking  about  and  going  into  public  places,  a  variety  of  things, 
which,  however  worthlefs  and  unentertaining  in  themfelves,  might; 
from  the  novelty  of  their  appearance,  and  their  unlik^linefs  to  any 
thing  feen  in  Europe,  ferve  either  to  divert  by  their  oddity,  or  pro- 
mote the  conception  of  new  ideas  in  the  mind  :  he  therefore  recom-. 
mended  it  to  me,  with  all  the  zeal  of  a  perfon  who  took  an  intereft 
in  my  happinefs,  to  keep  on  my  legs  and  in  the  ftreets  while  I  re*; 
maihed  at  Aleppo, 

You  will  conclude  that  I  readily  complied,  and   we  fallied  out. 
dire&ly  in  queft  of  adventure.     We  proceeded,  therefore,  to  one. 
of  the  beforementioned  coffee-houfes,  where,  as  my  friend  pbferved 
to  me,  though  there  were  no  people  of  great  rank,  there  was  gene- 
rally fomething  to  afford  contemplation  or  amufement ;  and  where, 
if  nothing  elfe  occurred,  the  motley  appearance  of  the  company 
was  fufficient  to  excite  a  variety  of  whimfical  emotions,  and  fug- 
ged numberlefe  ludicrous  images  to  the  imagination  of  an  Englifli 
or  French  man.      As   there   was   no   orator  at  work  declaiming, 
I  had  time  to  indulge  ttiyfelf  with  a  more  accurate  view  than  I 
had   before  taken   of  the  group  that  furrounded  us :    and  furely 
never  was  ponderous  gravity  more,  ludicroufly,  or  in  more  various 
forms  depi&ed  by  any  caricaturift  in  the  world. — Here  it  was  to 
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be  feen,  in  all  its  (Ladings,  from  the  felf-importaat  nod  of  ferious 
cogitation,  down  to  the  foporific  afpe&  of  ftolid  ftupidity.  Not  a 
mufcie  was  moved  in  way  of  mirth,  not  a  face  difgraced  with  a  fmile* 
and  I  could  not  help  thinking  all  the  time,  that  if  every  nation  of 
the  earth  was  to  take  fome  animal  for  its  infignia,  as  the  Britifh  af~ 
fume  the  lion,  and  the  Pruffian  the  eagle,  the  Turks  might  be  divided 
in  their  choice  between  the  appropriate  claims  of  the  owl  and  th* 
afs. 

Sooa  after  we  entered,  a  band  of  what  they  called  mufic,  (truck 
up  a  concert.  And  here  again  the  notion  of  the  owl  aod  the  afe 
ftruck  me  with  increafed  force,  as  peculiarly  prefidir^g  over  their 
mufic :  for  no  other  combination  of  founds  that  I  know  on  earth, 
but  the  fcreeching  of  the  one,  and  the  braying  of  the  other,  could; 
form  any  thing  to  refemble  this  concert*  with  which  the  auditory 
feemed  vaflly  pleafed,  though  I  was  obliged  to  betake  myfelf  to  flight, 
in  order  to  get  relief  from  the  torture  it  gave  me.  The  Turks,  how- 
ever, as  I  retreated,  honoured  me  with  a  few  remarks,  which  as  I 
did  not  underftand,  I  could  not  precifely  feel  i  my  friend  however 
told  me,  they  were  to  the  effc£fc  that  we  were  Frangi  Dumus 
(Frank  Hog),  and  had  no  more  ear  than  that  filthy  animal  for  mufic. 

Come,  faid  my  friend,  don't  be  difcoufaged  ! — But  the  mufic, — 

the  mufic !  interrupted  I. — Well  then,  faid  he,  the  mufic,  or  rather  the 

founds  were  execrable  to  be  fure  ;    they  have  at  leaft  ferved  to  efia- 

Midi  this  certainty,   that  there   is  nothing,  however  difcordant  or 
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dtteftable,  which  fabit  will  not  reconcile  us  to.  Doubt  not,  faid 
he,  that  the  beft  piece  of  Handel  or  Correlli,  performed  by  the  beft 
band  in  Rome^  would  appear  aa  ridiculous  to  them,  as  their  concert 
did  to  us. 

We  vifited  many  coffee -houfes  in  the  courfe  of  that  day,  in*  every 
one  of  which  we  found  fomething  to  divert  or  difguft  us ;  at  length* 
as  we  entered  one,  my  friendly  guide  turning  to  me  with  fatisfadion 
in  his  countenance,  faid  "  Here  is  fomething  about  to  go  forward 
that  will  pieafe  you  better  than  the  concert  of  mufic."  What  is  it^ 
faid  I  ?  A  drama,  returned  he  ;  &  drama,  to  you  mod  certainly  of  a 
new  and*  extraordinary  kind  ;  and  I  do  allure  you:  that  fo  zealous  am 
I  to  procure  you  entertainment,  I  would  rather  than  a.  couple  of 
loui's  you  could  underftand  what  is  going  forward :  your  hearty 
mirth  and  laughter,  added  he,  are  fufficient  to  put  one  in  fpirits.  He 
then  dire&ed  my  attention  to  a  fellow  who  was  bufily  employed  in 
erefting;  a  ftage,  which  he  aceomplifhed  in  a  time  incredibly  fhork. 
The  light  of  the  fun  was  completely  excluded,  and  a  puppet  fhew 
commenced,  which  gave  great  delight  to  all  the  audience,  and,  igno- 
rant as  I  was  of  the  language,  pleafed  me  very  much. 

I  was  aftonHhed  when  informed  that  one  man  only  fpoke  for  all' 
the  perfonages  of  the  drama,  for  fo  artfully  did  he  change  his  tone 
of  voice,  that  I  could  have  fworn  there  had  been,  as  many  people  to 
ipeak,  as  there  were  characters  in  the  piece.     The  images  were  not 
actually  puppets,  commonly  fo  called^.but  fhadows  done  in  the  manner 
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4>f  Afttey's  Ombres  Cbinoifes.  They  wete,  hdwever,  far  inferior 
to  his  in  execution  and  management,  though  the  dialogue  and  inci- 
•dent  evidently  appeared,  even  to  me,  to  be  executed  with  a  degree 
of  the  vis  comica  far  fuperior  to  any  I  ever  faw  in  a  thing  of  the 
kind  in  .Europe ;  indeed  fo  perfed  was  the  whole,  that  though  I 
knew  not' a  word  of  the  language,  t  comprehended  dearly  the  plan 
of  the  piece,  and  many  of-  the  ftrokes  of  humour  contained  in  the 
dialogues. — The  plan  was  obvioufly  taken  from  a  ftory' which  I  have 
read  in  fome  of  the  Eaftern  tales,'  I  believe  the  Arabian  Nights  En- 
tertainments, and  it  is  founded  on  the  law  of  the  country,  that  a.  man 
may  repudiate  his  wife  twice,  and  take  her  back  again  j  but  in  the 
event  of  a  third  divorce,  cannot  retake  her  to  his  marriage-bed,  un- 
lefs  (he  be  previoufly  married  and  divorced  by  another  man.  Ta 
obviate  which,  hufbands  who  repent  having  divorced  their  wives  a 
third  time,  employ  a  man  to  marry  them,  and  reftore  her  back  again  j 
arid  he  who  does  this  office  is  called  a  Hullab. — In  the  piece  before 
us,  however,  the  Lady  and  the  Hullah  like  each  other  fo  well,  that  they 
agree  not  to  feparate ;  the  hufband  brings  them  both  before  the 
Cadi  to  enforce  a  feparation  ;  and  the  fcene  before  the  Cadi  was  as 
ludicrous,  and  as  keen  a  fatire  upon  thofe  magiftrates  as  can  well  be 
conceived,  though  of  the  low  kind. 

The  piece  was  introduced  with  a  grand  nuptial  proceflion,  in 

which  the  mafter  difplayed  the  powers  of  his  voice  by  uttering  a 

variety  of   the    moft  oppofite   tones   in  the' whole   gamut  of  the 
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human  voice ;  fometimes  fpeaking,  fometimes  fqueaking  like  a  hurt 
child,  fometimes  huzzaing  as  a  man,  a  woman,  or  a  child ;  fome- 
times neighing  like  a  horfe,  and  fometimes  interfperfing  it  with  other 
filch  founds  as -commonly  occur  in  crowds,  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
aftonifhed  me  :  while  the  concomitant  adion  of  the  images,  grotefque 
beyond  meafure,  kept  up  the  laugh ;  horfes  kicking  and  throwing 
their  riders,  afles  biting  thofe  near  them,  and  kicking  thofe  behind 
them,  who  retire  limping  in  the  moft  ridiculous  manner ;  while  their 
great  Handing  character  in  all  pieces,  Kara-ghuse  (the -fame  as 
our.  Punch),  raifed  a  general  roar  of  obftreperous  mirth  even  from* 
the  Turks,  with  his  whimfical  aftion,  of .  which  I  muft  fay  that, 
though  nonfenilcal,  though  indecent,  and  fometimes  even  difgufting, 
it  was  on  the  whole  the  moft  finifhed  compofition  of  low  ribaldry 
and  fun  that  I  ever  beheld.' 

When  they  come  before  the  Cadi,  he  is  featedin  his  divan  of 
juftice;  .but.  as  foon  as  the  complaint  is  opened  and  anfwered,  he  rifes 
and  comes  forward  between  the  contending  parties  :  here*  he  turns  to 
one  and  demands  in  a  terrific  tone  what  he  has  to  fay,  while  the 
other  puts  cafli  in  his  hand  behind,  and  in  proportion  as  the  cafh  is 
counted  in,  increafes  the  terror  of  his  voice ;  he  then  pockets  the 
money,  and  again  turns  to  the  other,  and  demands  what  he  has  to 
offefi  while  in  like  manner  he  receives  the  bribes  from  his  adverfary 
and  puts  it  in  an  oppofite  pocket :  this  alternate  application  lafts  'till  the 
purfesof  both  are  exhaufted,  when,*  giving  a  great  groan,  he  retires  on 

one 
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one  fide  to  reckon  the  money  of  each  from  a  pocket  he  has  on  either 
fide,  one  called  plaintiff,  and  the  other  defendant ;  whea  balancing 
them*  he  finds  plaintiff  better  by  one  afper  (or  three-halfpence)  than 
defendant,  and  pronounces  his  judgment  accordingly.  The  defendant 
appeals  to  the  BathaW  j  they  go  before  him  :  KaRA-ghusb  (Punch) 
however,  takes  the  defendant  afide,  and  in  a  dialogue,  which  ray 
friend  affured  me  was  pointed,  witty,  and  bitterly  fatiricalf  developes 
to  him  the  whole  fyfteto  of  magiftratickl  injuftice,  advifes  him  to 
bribe  the  Bafhaw,  and)  declaring  his  zeal  for  all  young  people  fond 
of  amorous  enjoyment  (which  he  is  at  fome  pains  to  enlarge  upon 
to  the  excefs  of  indelicacy),  offers  him  the  aid  of  his  purfe.  The 
advice  is  followed ;  the  bribe  is  accepted  >  the  Cadi's  decree  is  re* 
verfed,  and  himfelf  difgraced,  and  the  mob  at  once  huftle  him  and 
bear  the  Hullah  home  to  his  bride  with  clamours  of  joy.  Here  again 
the  mafter  ihewed  his  extraordinary  powers,  giving  not  only,  as  before, 
diftinft  and  oppofite  tones  of  voice,  but  huddling  a  number  of  differ- 
ent founds  with  fuch  fkill  and  rapidity  together,  that  it  was  fcarcely 
poffible  to  refift  the  perfuafion  that  they  were  the  iffue  of  a  large  and 
tumultuous  crowd  of  men  and  animals.  With  this  extravagant  mt+ 
lange  the  curtain  dropped,  and  the  performance  ended. 

Returning  home  we  converfed  together  on  the  fubje&  of  thd 
piece,  which  I  confefs  I  cduld  not  get  out  of  my  head  for  forne  time* 
My  friend  explained  to  me,  as  well  as  he  could  reCol)e£t,  a  great  part 
Of  the  dialogue,  and  affured  m«,  that  the  freedom  of  fpeech  of  Mon- 
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fieur  Kara-ghuse  had  from  time  to  time  created  a  great  deal  of  un- 
eafinefs,  not  only  to  private  offending  individuals,  but  to  the  magi* 
ftracy  itfelf — that  no  offender,  however  intrenched  behind  power, 
or  enfhrined  in  rank,  could  efcape  him — that  Bafhaws,  Cadi's,. 
nay  the  Janiflaries  themfelves,  were  often  made  the  fport  of  his  fury ; 
that  he  was  not  more  reftrained  in  the  effufions  of  obfcenity  which 
he  uttered,  than  in  hisfatire;  that  he  was  always  well  received  and  ap- 
plauded, even  venerated  (as  we  venerate  the  liberty  of  the  prefs)  as  a 
bold  teller  of  truth,  who  with  little  mifchief  does  a  great  deal  of  good, 
and  often  roufes  the  lethargic  public  mind  to  a  fenfe  of  public  dangers 
and  injuries.  He  added,  that  in  fome  cafes  the  Magiftrate  had  been 
obliged  to  interfere ;  and  the  Bafhaw  himfelf  was  ferioufly  called 
upon  at  tinroes  to  flop  the  licentious  tongue  of  this  champion  of  Free- 
dom, Kara-ghuse. 

u  Well  then/'  faid  I,  "  it  appears  upon  the  whole  that  Monfieur 
Kara-ghuse  is  a  very  great  blackguard,  but  a  very  witty,  and  a 
very  honeft  one." 

"  You  have  juft  hit  it,"  faid  he  ;  and  if  Matter  Kara-ghufe  was 
to  take  fuch  liberties  in  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  or  Germany,  all 
his  wit  and  honefty  would  not  fave  him  from  punifhment  In 
England  you  do  not  want  him  ;  every  man  there  is  a  Kara-ghus  e, 
and  every  newfpaper  a  puppet-fhew. 

"  And  yet,"  returned  I,   "  we  complain  fadly  of  want  of  liberty  !" 
"  That  is  natural,"  returned  my  fagacious  Frenchman,  "  perfedWy 
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natural.  Liberty  is  like  money  ;  the  more  we  have  of  it,  the  more* 
covetous  we  grow/* ' 

*c  Very  true,  Monfieur,"  faid  I,  pleafed  with  his  compliment  to 
our  happy  Conftitution,  and  to  clinch  his  obfervation,  gave  a  Latin 
quotation,  which  when  a  child  I  got  out  of  Lilly's  Grammar,. 
"  Crefcit  amor  nummi,  quantum  ipfa  pecunia  crefcit ;"  and  then 
changing  nummus  for  libertas,  "  Crefcit  amor  libertatis,  quantum 
ipfa  libertas  crefcit." 

"  'Tis  very  well,  Monfieur,"  faidhe;  "and  to  cany  on  your 
allufion,  may  we  not  fay,  that  they  who  do  not  know  when  they 
have  enough,  are  as  dangeroufly  wrong  in  the  one  cafe,  as  thofe  who 
lay  we  have  too  much,  are  in  the  other  ?  The  Englifh  complaining  of 
the  want  of  liberty,  reminds  me  of  the  coffee-houfe  orator's  ftory  of 
Caflem,  who,  wallowing  in  wealth,  loft  it  all  in  the  wild  purfuit  of 
more,— I  hope  however  that  they  never  will,  like  him,  lofe  their 
flock  in  vain  endeavours  to  increafe  it." 


LETTER     XXXV. 


While  I  was,  in  the  manner  I  have  already  mea- 
tioned,  endeavouring  to  pafs  away  the  time  as  cheerfully  as  poffible, 
till  a  caravan  was  formed,  or  Company's  difpatches  were  coming 
over  land,  of  which  I  might  avail  myfelf ;  I  found  my  fituation  in  the 
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lioufe  of  Mr. growing  extremely  critical.     That  gentleman, 

of  whofe  good  fenfe,  and  truly  excellent  difpofition,  I  had  too  mani- 
fold proofs  to  call  them  in  queftion,  had,  though  fallen  into  the  vale 
of  years,  married  his  Lady  at  a  very  tender  age.  She  was  then  young, 
beautiful,  full  of  fenfibilityi  and  gifted  with  fuch  natural  endowments 
both  of  mind  and  perfon,  accompanied  with  all  thofe  accorapiifhments 
which  helped  to  drefs  them  to  advantage,  that  fhe  might  well  be  ac- 
quitted of  vanity,  even  though  fancy  fuggefted  to  her  Hie  was  fit  to  grace 
and  confer  happinefs  on  a  younger  bed;  while  refle&ion  on  the  obvious 
disparity  of  the  match  (which  the  cool  temper  of  fatiety  poffibly 
fuggefted  to  him)  might  perhaps  have  alarmed  his  mind  to  circum- 
ftances  of  probable  danger,  that,  before  wedlock,  were  all  hid  behind 
the  deceptive  veil  of  paflion.  Whether  thefe  were  the  private  fenti- 
ments  that  influenced  both  or  either  of  them,  I  cannot  prefume  to 
determine,  though  I  think  it  probable:  for  I  was  not  long  in  the 
houfe  till  I  plainly  perceived  they  were  on  a  very  bad  footing  with  each 
other,  and  in  ftiort  that  difagreement  was  become  habitual  to  them. 
At  firft,  that  is  to  fay,  for  a  few  days  after  my  becoming  an  inmate 
of  their  houfe,  decency  enforced  concealment,  and  the  ebullitions 
of  peeviihnefs  were  ftifled  by  the  didates  of  prudence :  but  the 
animofities  of  the  connubial  ftate  are  thofe  which  of  all  others  are 
the  moft  impatient  uijder  controul ;  and  as  time,  by  producing  fa- 
miliarity, relaxed  reftraint,  the  pent-up  paflions  began  to  force  their 
way^  and  open  bikering  took  place  in  my  prefence. 
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It  is  but  barely  doing  juftice  to  myfelf  to  fay,  that  I  felt  the  moft 
poignant  concern  at  feeing  a  couple,  each  fo  perfe&ly  amiable  in  all 
other  refpe&s,  blafting  the  hours  that  fhould  be  given  to  harmony 
and  love,  in  jarring,  reproach,  and  recrimination  ;  and  I  would  have 
given  all  I  was  worth  that  I  had  never  had  occafion  to  eftcem  them 
fo  much,  or  that  I  could  give  them  that  peace'  which  feemed  to 
have  flown  them  for  ever.  Fain  would  I  caft  a  veil  over  the  whole 
tranfa&ion  ;  fain  would  I  bury  it,  even  from  myfelf,  in  oblivion: 
but  it  has  been  made  by  my  enemies  the  fubjeft  of  triumphant  flander ; 
and  to  do  juftice  to  myfelf,  and  difclaim  the  extent  of  guilt  which  they 
would  impute  to  me,  I  am  reluctantly  obliged  to  avow  the  (hare  I 
had,  and  declare  how  the  matter  really  flood.  I  muft  fpeak  the 
truth,  and  hope  you  will  not  conceive  that  I  dfefignedly  lean  too 
heavily  upon  any  one,  to  eafe  myfelf  of  my  fliare  of  the  load* 

Whatever  domeftic  uneafmefs  may  fubfift  between  a  married  pair, 
the  man,  if  prudent,  will  endeavour  to  conceal  it  j  and  the  woman, . 
if  truly  virtuous,  will  take  care  to  do  fo:  fhould  great  difparity  of 
age  (as  in  the  prefent  inftanCe)  be  the  cafe,  the  Lady  is  more  parti- 
cularly bound  to  conceal  any  uneafmefs,   left  it  fhould  be  attributed 
to  that  caufe  which  people  are  in  fuch  cafes  too  prone  to  fufped,. 
diflike  to  her  hufband  j  and  before  young  men,  above  all,  fhe  fhould . 
be  moft  exemplary,  as  fhe  muft  well  know  that  their  natural  vanity, 
combined  with  the  leading  idea  of  her  averfion  and  infidelity  to  her 
hufband,  fuggeft  ideas  to  them  from  whence  their  warm  imaginations 
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draw  inferences  of  #  nature  too  pleafing  to  be  parted  with,  and  too 
probable  not  to  be  put  in  pra&ice,  or  at  leaft  attempted.  Here  then 
a  woman  at  once  lays  herfelf  fairly  open  to  the  aflaults  of  illicit 
love.  I  think  it  will  not  be  denied,  that  the  woman  who  promulgates 
the  difagreements  between  her  and  her  hufband,  particularly  if  fhe 
fufFers  a  young  man  to  be  privy  to  it,  is  either  extremely  ignorant, . 
or  intentionally  vicious,  or  both. 

That  the  Lady  I  allude  to  may  in  fome  refped  be  acquitted  of 
this  imputation,  I  muft  tell  you,  that  fhe  was  only  eighteen  years 
of  age ;  her  tender,  inexperienced  mind  had  not  yet  arrived  to  that 
maturity  which  gives  found  judgment ;.  and  though  of  good  natural 
talents,  highly  cultivated  (for  Ihe  fpoke  fluently  Englifh,  French, 
Italian,  Arabic,  Perfian,  and  the  Greek  and  Turkifh  languages),  fhe 
yet  was  fimple,  innocent,  uninformed  in  the  ways  of  the  world, , 
and  incapable  of  reafoning  from  caufes  up  to  confequences.  But 
unfortunately  that  fimplicity  is  attended  with  as  much  mifchief, 
though  not  guilt,  as  the  wilful  mifcondudl  of  the  more  experienced  ; 
it  has  the  fame  baleful  effe&s  with  the  hearers,  infpires  the  fame 
confidence,  emboldens  with  the  fame  hopes,  and  leads  to  the  fame 
pernicious  pra&ices. 

I  have  already  mentioned,  and  will  now  remind  you,  that  I  was  . 
then  young.     Perhaps  it  was  owing  to  a  congeniality  pointed  out  by 
our  age,  perhaps  to  a  companionate  politenefs  amounting  to  tender-  - 
nefs,  which  I  always  difclofed  on  thofe  unhappy  occafions,  joined . 
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perhaps  to  the  ardent  look  of  youth  kindled  by  the  imaginations  to 
which  this  imprudent  condutt  infenfibly  gave  birth,  that  the  Lady 
thought  proper  to  take  the  very  hazardous  ftep  of  making  a  confi- 
dant of  a  young  man  and  a  foldier — and  revealing  to  me  the  whole 
tale  of  her  grievances,  with  a  pathetic  eloquence,  that  would  have 
made  an  impreflion  upon  a  much  lefs  fufceptible  heart  than  mine. 
I  declare  it  moft  folemnly,  that  though  this  extraordinary  mark  of 
confidence  and  efteem  communicated  to  my  heart  'ftrong  fenfations 
of  unjuftifiable  pleafure  ;  I  fo  far  got  the  better  of  myfelf  at  firft,  as 
to  receive  the  whole  with  the  fame  appearance  of  tranquillity,  as  if 
I  had  been  only  a  confidential  female  friend.  I  pitied,  it  is  true  ; — I 
exprefled  my  pity  j — I  advifed,  not  treacheroufly  but  faithfully; — I  faid 
fuch  things  as  occurred  to  me  to  be  moft  likely  to  afiuage  and  extin- 
guifh  the  flame  of  difcord,  and  lead  to  an  amicable  adjuftment ;  and  I 
parted  for  that  time  with  her  to  go  to  a  felf-approving  pillow,  where, 
while  my  fancy  was  inflamed  and  tickled  by  the  flattering  mark  of 
regard  fhewn  me  by  fo  all-accompliflied  a  perfon,  I  had  the  foothing 
delightful  confcioufnefs  of  having,  as  far  as  I  was  able,  done  my  duty, 
and  efcaped  the  corroding  refle&ion  of  having  violated  the  rights  of 
hofpitality. 

Not  an  opportunity  however  afterwards  offered,  that  the  fame 
unhappy  point  was  not  the  fubjeft  of  difcuffion,  and  unfortunately 
thofe  opportunities  but  too  frequently  occurred ;  till  at  length  we 
began  to  feel  that  they  were  the  fweeteft  minutes  of  our  lives,  and 
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were  fought  for  with  induftrious  avidity  by  both  of  us.  No  human 
refolution  was  fufficient  to  withftand  fuch  an  unlucky  concurrence 
of  circumftances  :  from  lamenting  the  grievances,  we  wifhed  to  re- 
move them,  from  wifhing  we  proceeded  to  confuler  the  means,  and 
when  we  had  got  that  length,  the  flight  was  not  far  to  the  extreme  end 
— the  execution  of  it.  My  paffions  hurried  me  before  them,  my  ex- 
preflions  grew  gradually  more  and  more  unguarded,  our  converfation 
became  more  hxterefting  and  warm  ;  and  though  I  felt  and  ftruggled 
to  be  guided  by  the  ftrid  principles  of  honour,  and  formed  a  thou- 
sand refohitions  not  to  tranfgrefs  the  laws  of  hofpitality,  by  injuring 
the  man  who  had  treated  me  with  fuch  kindnefe,  the  druggie  became 
too  fevere  for  me — the  defire  of  pleafmg  a  lovely  woman,  who  had 
repofed  fuch  unbounded  confidence  in  me,  and  who  feemed  to  ex- 
pert and  require  of  me  to  alleviate  her  mifery,  at  length  bore  down 
all  the  oppofitions  fuggeftcd  by  reafon  and  principle,  and  I  agreed  to 
become  the  inftrument  of  her  removal  from  this  unhappy  fituatioir. 
We  fell— but  not  intirely.  There  is  one  length  to  which  no  earthly 
eonfideration— no  allurement  however  dazzling  could  tempt  me — it  is 
now  the  mod  cordial  confolation  to  my  mind  j  I  never  fufFered 
myfelf  to  thmk  of  trefpaffing  on  the  decorum  of  his  houfr,  nor  did 
we  in  any  fingle  inftance  carry  our  intercourfe  to  a  direft  violation  of 
his  bed.  Though  the  tranfports  of  youthful  paffion  hurried  u*  into 
converfation$  and  refle&ions  on  the  fubjeft  of  her  determination  to* 
be  feparated  from  her  hufband,  yet  that  paflion  was  of  too  delicate 
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a  kind  to  fink  into  the  brutal  fordid  indulgence  of  difhonourable 
'ftolen  embraces.  She  wifhed  for  that  feparation>  rather  as  a  fubter- 
fuge  from  inceflant  diurnal  mifery,  than  as  a  prelude  to  any  vicious 
or  illicit  enjoyment ;  and  we  looked  with  pleafure  to  the  event,  but 
we  looked  no  further. 

It  is  thus  that,  in  the  down-hill  path  of  vice,  we  are  hurried  oa 
ftep  by  ftep,  fondly  imagining  that  each  fucceffive  objeft,  which 
bounds  our  fight,  will  ftop  our  headlong  career ;  while  alas  !  every 
flep  we  advance  gives  additional  rapidity  to  our  defcent :  like  tbq 
centripetal  force  of  a  projedtile,  our  pace  increafes  with  uniformly 
accelerated  motion — till  difdaining  all  controul,  and  breaking  down 
every  impediment  that  reafon,  morality,  or  honour  throw  in  the  way 
to  refcuc  us  or  retard  our  ruin,  we  precipitate  unexpectedly  into  the 
lad  gulph  of  vice  and  infamy. 

Fortunately,  however,  an  accident  intervened  in  the  prefent  cafef 
which  arretted  our  progrefs  down  this  hideous  defcent,  and  referved 
us  both  I  hope  to  convi&ion  of  our  folly,  and  repentance  of  our 
error.  And  I  have  the  confolation  to  reflect,  that  out  of  fuch  a  hoft 
of  dangers  and  temptations,  as  I  was  befet  with,  I  have  efcaped 
without  the  a£ual  perpetration  of  a  deed,  which  would,  had  it  hap- 
pened, in  all  probability  have  embittered  my  life* 

While  we  hugged  ourfelves  in  the  fecurity  and  fecrecy  of  ex- 
preffing  our  genuine  fentiments,  her  hufband  difcovered  our  wifhes, 
and  all  at  once  took  the  neceflary  meafuree  for  preventing  them.   So 

that, 
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that,  overwhelmed  with  grief  and  ihame,    I  dire&ly ' formed  the* 
refohition  to  leave  Aleppo,  and  proceed  in  the  beft  manner  I  could 
on  my  deftination. 

Thus  you  fee,  my  dear  Frederick,  was  your  father,  by  failing  to 
refift  the  ftrft  impreffions  of  an  unlawful  and  dishonourable  pafiion, 
infenfibly  led  to  the  very  brink  of  a  precipice,  the  bare  remembrance 
of  which  now  makes  him  ftiudder  with  horror.  The  ftory,  by  means 
tmneqcffary  for  me  to  mention,  took  wind  The  folly  of  fome,  the 
malice  of  others,  and  the  unaccountable  propenfity  to  falfehood  of 
more,  trumpeted  it  about  with  many  exaggerations  to  my  injury,  and 
I  was  held  up  as  the  deliberate  feducer  of  innocence :  but  the  whole 
ttanfa&ion  is  exadly  as  I  have  ftated  k  ;  and  the  difagreements  pre* 
vious  to  my  arrival  at  Aleppo,  which,  in  telling  the  ftory,  they  pur- 
pofely  left  out,  were  of  fuch  public  notoriety,  that  every  European, 
even  the  Gonfiil  himfelf,  was  fully  acquainted  with  them.  This  is 
the  confequence  of  a  deviation  from  the  ftrift  rule  of  right  Treafure 
it  up  in  your  mind,  my  child,  never  to  be  forgotten;  and  let  if 
operate  as  a  caution  to  you,  how  you  entangle  yourfelf  in  the  fnarea 
of  women  :  recolleft  that  my  efcape  was  Angularly  fortunate,  and 
the  mere  effeft  of  accident  j  and  flatter  not  yourfelf,  that  becaufe  acci- 
dent ferved  in  one  cafe,  it  will  in  another.  Providence  has,  for  the 
wifeft  of  purpofes,  implanted  in  our  nature  a  fondnefs  for  the  fair 
fex;  and  fo  long  as  it  is  ufed  prudently  and  virtuoufly,  it  conftitutes 
the  firft  happinefs  of  life  j  but  if  on  the  contrary,  it  ftimulates  us  to 

L  excefs, 
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excels,  impels  to  injure  our  fellow-creature,  or  break  in  upon  the  re- 
jfofe  of.  a  family;  it  is  our  reproach,  our  fhame,  our  curfe,  and  very 
frequently  our  utter  and  irremediable  ruin  ;  add  to  this,  that  there  is 
in  the  general  chara&er  of  women,  a  capricioufnefs,  a  levity,  and  a 
vanity,  under  the  influence  of  which  they  fport  with  men,  only  to  dif- 
play  their  power,  and  evince  the  force  of  their  charms,  which  makes, 
the  cultivation  of  their  good  graces  in  any  way  hazardous.  To  adopt 
the  idea  of  an  old  epigram—"  There  is  no  living  with  them,  nor 
without  them." 

r  As  your  happinefs,  my  dear  boy,  is  the  firft  objed  of  my  life, 
my  efforts  fhall  be  turned  to  the  guiding  of  your  gteener  years  from 
any  premature  impreffions  j  and  when  reafon  and  matured  age  fit  you 
for  the  cultivation  and  enjoyment  of  female  fociety,  be  it  mine  to  direct 
your  fteps  away  from  that  clafs,  who  think  rank  a  fufficient  fan&ion 
for  vice,  who  flare  in  all  the  bronze  of  ariftocratic  afluxance,  undet  a 
load  of  obloquy,  beneath  which  the  pooreft  peafant's  wife  would  finkj 
who  think  that  wealth  and  rank  confer  a  right  to  commit  excefles 
that  would  degrade  the  meaneft  of  the  canaille  ;  and  felicitate  them- 
felves  with  the  reflexion,  that,  under  the  protection  of  family  or  an 
infamous  hufband,  they  may  indulge  in  enormities,  for  which  the 
lowcft  of  their  fex  are  beating  hemp  in  Bridewell 
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1  he  difcovery  to  which  I  alluded  in  my  laft  letter,  fur- 
prifed  and  grieved  me  very  much  ;  and  indeed  it  aftonifhed  me  the 
more,  from  the  manner  in  which  it  was  communicated. 

One  day  I  received  a  polite  meflage  from  the  Britifh  Conful, 
faying,  he  wifhed  to  fpealc  to  me  as  foon  as  poflible,  upon  a  bufmefs 
of  great  confequence.  I  thought  at  firft,  that  it  might  be  fome  plan 
for  my  proceeding  on  my  journey — perhaps  Company's  difpatchet 
that  had  arrived  to  go  over  land ;  and  at  intervals,  fomething  like 
^pprehenfions  of  the  true  motive  of  his  fending  for  me  flew  acrofs  my 
mind.     I  however  went  to  him,  when,  after  fome  little  introdu&ory 

converfation,  he  told  me,  that  my  hoft  Mr. had  been  with 

him  that  morning,  laying  before  him  a  complaint  of  a  mod  extraor- 
dinary and  ferious  nature,  of  which,  as  it  immediately  concerned  me, 
he  thought  himfelf  bound  to  inform  me,  in  order  that  I  might  either 
contradict  fo  grofs  a  calumny  if  it  were  untrue,  or  find  m&ins  ta 
avoid  the  obvioufly  neceflary  refult  if  founded  in  fa£t. 

He  then  proceeded  to  relate  to  me,  that  Mr. had  informed 

him  of  a  confpiracy  having  been  meditated  againft  his  peace  and 
honour,  between  his  wife  and  the  Englifh  gentleman  whom  he  had 

L  2  entertained 


entertained  in  his  houfe ;  that  their  plan  was  nothing  Iefs  than  an 
elopement,  and  that  he  did  not  know  how  foon  it  might  be  carried 
into  execution,  if  not  timely  prevented ;  and  finally,  that  he  had 
demanded  the  affiftance  of  the  Conful  and  his  intereft  with  the 
Turkifh  magiftrate  to  prevent  it,  by  granting  him  an  armed  force  for 
the  prote&ion  of  his  houfe. 

I  was  much  furprifed  to  find  that  converfations  fo  very  guarded  as 
ours  were  difcovered,  and  more  fo  that  the  aggrieved  perfon  did  not 
think  proper  to  fpeak  to  myfelf,  and  charge  me  in  perfon  with  the 
offence.;  never  refleding  the  while,  that  all  my  ideas  were  military, 
and  his  merely  commercial :  I  was  alfo  much  at  a  lofs  to  conje&urc 
how  he  came  to  make  the  difcovery — but  this  I  found  afterwards  he 
owed  to  a  female  fervant,  who  had  been  improvidently  intrufted  by 
her  miftrefs  with  the  fecret. 

Finding,  however,  that  by  whatever  means  he  became  acquainted 
with  the  affair,  it  was  a  certain  fad  that  he  was  apprifed  of  it,  I 
dire&ly  acknowledged  the  whole. truth  with  the  utmoft  candour  to 
the  Conful ;  told  him  the  affair  ftep  by  ftep  as  it  arofe,  affiiring  him 
(which  1  really  thought  to  be  the  cafe)  that  pity  for  the  Lady  5  deplo- 
rable fituation  made  me  liften  to  fuch  a  meafure ;  and  that  unlawful 
paflion  had  fo  little  to  do  with  ir,  that  in  all  our  private  conferences 
we  had  never  tranfgreffed  the  limits  of  purity ;  and  that  her  perfon 
was,  at  leaft  refpe&ing  met  and  I  firmly  believed  all  mankind,  fpofc- 
lefs  and  inviolate.  I  added,  that  great  allowances  were  to  be  made  for 
6  •  a  young 
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a  young  creature  barely  eighteen  years  of  age,  configned  by  the 
wickednefs  of  avaricious  parents  to  the  embraces  of  a  man  of  fixty- 
five ;  who,  amiable  and  worthy  though  he  was,  in  focial  intercourfe 
with  the  world  (which  I  knew  him  to  be),  was  yet  in  the  moft  indi£- 
penfable  point  of  connubial  felicity  fo  utterly  defe&ive,  as  neceflarily 
to  create  difguft  and  abhorrence  in  a  youthful  mind*  I  remarked  to 
him,  that,  in  the  forming  of  laws,  it  as  plainly  appeared  on  their  face, 
who  made  them  amongft  the  Englifh,  as  it  does  on  the  face  of  the  Gen- 
too  laws,  that  they  were  made  by  the  Bramins;  for,  as  by  the  latter  the 
penalty  of  a  lew  puns*  of  couries  (not  value  a  {hilling ;  is  annexed  to* 
the  perpetration  of  a  crime,  for  which  thofe  of  another  clafs  lofe  theur; 
fives ;  fo,  among  us,  it  appears  that  our  laws  are  made  by  the  aged^ 
the  decrepid,  the  fenfual,  and  the  rich.  Elfe  it  could  never  happen: 
that  there  were  in  the  fame  code,  laws  to  punifh  marriage  between 
the  young  and  vigorous,  and  enable  the  brutality  of  a  parent  to  take 
its  fiill  fcope,  and  confign,  as  in  the  prefent  inftance,  youth,  beatify,, 
health,  and*  every  perfonal  attra&ion,  to  the  arms  of  age,  infirmity,  and 
impotence.  And  I  concluded  by  faying,  that  all  parties  aiding  in  fuch 
an  unnatural  confederacy  fhould  be  punifhed. 

The  Confui  fairly  acknowledged  there  was  too  much  truth  in 
what  I  had  faid ;  but  remarked  withal,  that  it  was  rather  a  hazardous 

*  Couries,  a  kind  of  fmall  (hells  ufed  in  India,  as  a  circulating  medium  in  place 
of  coin,  in  value  much  below  the  fniallcfl  copper  coin— a  Pun.  U  a  certain  number 
of  theiru 
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experiment,  and  he  was  fure  it  would  be  an  endlefs  one,  to  corre& 
all  the  abufes  to  which  the  fallibility  of  man,  and  his  incompetency 
to  form  any  thing  perfect,  neceffarily  left  fociety  and  their  laws  liable 
—T-that  the  law  was  written,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  every  individual  to 
obey  it—  and  that  in  cafes  of  adultery,  the  offence  could  be  juftified 
on  no  folid  grounds  whatever,  for,  independent  of  the  feelings  of  the 
hufband,  which  perhaps  were  more  poignant  in  old  age  than  youth, 
the  injury  to  his  family  was  not  to  be  got  over,  in  probably  giving  to 
him  an  heir  no  way  a-kin  to  him.  "  It  would  be  right  I  think/' 
faid  he,  "  to  flop  fuch  difproportionate  matches  j  yet,  once  made,  they 
flipuld  be  as  religioufly  obferved  inviolate  as  thofe  of  love,  among 
which  we  almoft  as  frequently,  as  in  thofe  of  compulfion,  fee  inftances 
of  infidelity*  If  you  doubt  this,"  faid  he,  u  read  the  records  of 
Do&ors'  Commons." 

I  agreed  to  the  juftice  of  what  he  faid,  at  the  fame  time  allured 
him,  that  my  intentions  went  no  farther  than  wifhing  the  Lady  to 
be  refcued  from  her  thraldom,  which  I  told  him  was  dreadful.— 
"  I  am  fure,"  faid  the  Conful,  "  that  Mr.  Campbell  thinks  fo,  becaufe 
I  am  convinced  he  would  not  otherwife  fay  fo.  But  may  not,"  faid 
he,  imiling,  "may  not  Mr.  C.  have  deceived  himfelf ?  thefe  arc 
things  in  which  the  paffions  are  ftrangely  apt  to  hoodwink  the 
underftanding.  However,"  continued  he,  breaking  off  pleafantly, 
"  I  muft  give  you  all  the  comfort  that  truth  will  allow  me  to  do :  I 
am  fure  that  the  poor  Lady  is  condemned  to  great  wretchednefs  j 

partly 


(    87     ) 

partly  from  my  own  obfervation,  partly  from  public  report,  and 
partly  from  her  own  mouth :  for  you  muft  know  Ihe  has  feveral 
times  complained  to  me  of  her  hufband's  peeviflinefe  and  tyranny  j 
and  even  befdught  me  to  ufe  my  influence  and  authority  to  relieve 
her  from  her  mifery.     Mn  ,"  continued  he,  u  is  a  man ' 

whom  on  all  other  accounts  I  efleem,  and  value  highly.  In  this 
inftance  he  has  erred,  and  I  cannot  pity  him,  even  though  he  fufFers 
all  the  torments  of  jealoufy :  and  as  there  are  laws  for  punifhingf 
with  death  premature  intercourse  with  the  fex,  I  cannot  fee,  any  more 
than  you,  why  the  facrificing  youth  to  extreme  old  age  fliould  not 
be  equally  puniflied,  for  I  am  fure  it  is  equally  unnatural,  and  ftill 
more  injurious  to  a  State.  Thefe  are  my  fentiments,"  continued 
he;  **  but  let  not  this  declaration  indude  you  to  think  that  I  the  left ' 
difapprove  of  your  intermeddling.  You  have  allowed  me  the; 
privilege  of  a  friend,  and  I  will  not  fuffer  it  to  be  made  an  empty 
one.  You  were  more  culpable  than  many  young  men  wouM  be  j ' 
firft,  becaufe  you  are  married,  arid  fliould,  upon  the  common  prin- 
ciple of  doing  as  you  would  be  done  by,  have  refrained  ;  and  next, 
becaufe  you  were  enjoying  the  fweets  of  hofpitality  in  his  hoiife,  and 
fliould  have  daflied  from  his  lips,  rather  than  held  to  them,  the  deepeft 
cup  of  bitternefs." 

.  "  But,  my  dear  fir,"  faid  I,  u  I  do  not  attempt  to  juftify — I  only 
endeavour  to  mitigate  the  matter,  and  you  will  recoiled  that  the  very 
circumftance  which  in  one  point  of  view  aggravates,  in  another 

alleviates 
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alleviates  the  fault :  the  living  ia  hk  houfe  afforded  th'ofc  interviews,' 
and  expofed  me  to  thofe  temptations  under  which  I  was  near  finkiag 
— I  fhould  never  have  fought  them;  but  he  muft  be  more  or  lefs  thart 
man,  that  could  have  refilled  them;  and  though  I  have  a  high  feafe 
of  Mr.  Conful's  ftri£t  honour  and  virtue,  as  well  as  prudence*  &e 
muft  excufe  me,  though  I  doubt  whether  he.  could  htmfelf  have 
refifted  fo  long  and  fo  $fFe<9:ually  as  I  did*  I  am  fure  there  are  many 
who  will  cenfure,  that  could  not." 

The  Conful  fmiled,  and,  turning  the  difcourfe  from  its  direct  Jine, 
obferved,  that  it  was  abfolutely  ne^eflary  I  ihould  clefift,  dfe  he  would 
be  obliged  to  ufe  his  influence  aad  power  to  prote&  Mr. ♦ 

In  anfwer  to  this,  I  gave  him  my  honour  in  the  firft  place*  that  I 
would  proceed  no  farther  in  the  bufindk ;  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  I 
Was  determined  to  fet  out  upon  my  journey  to  India  dire&ly,  if 
means  could  be  contrived  for  my  conveyance ;  adding,  that  I  flioutd 
confider  it  as  a  great  favour,  in  addition  to  thofe  I  had  already  . 
received  at  his  hands,  if  he  would  contrive  fome  means  to  fet  me 
forward  in  my  route. 

To  thia  he  anfwered,  that  as  the  making  up  of  a  caravan  would 
be  extravagantly  expenfive,  he  knew  no  means  that  were  not  attended 
with  certain  hardfhip  and  eventual  danger  j  but  finding  me  deter- 
mined at  almoft  any  danger  or  hazard  to  fet  off,  he  propofed  to  fend 
for  a  man  who  knew  every  refource  in  that  way,  and  when  he  came 
would  tglk  farther  on  the  bufinefc ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  recom- 
mended 
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mended  great  circumfpe&ion  to   me    while  I   continued  at   Mr. 
's  houfe,  to  which  I  very  fblemnly  pledged  my  word.    . 

Being  now  conftrained  by  every  confideration,  as  well  of  prudence 
and  decency  as  of  inclination,  to  leave  Aleppo  immediately  :  I  deter- 
mined that  no  common  impediments  fhould  ftopme,  and  waited 
with  impatience  the  arrival  of  the  perfon  on  whom  the  Confal  refted 
his  hopes  of  difpatching  me. 

He  came  in  the  evening,  and  after  a  conference  with  the  Conful, 
he  introduced  him  to  me,  and  acquainted  me  that  he  was  a  Tartar, 
and  one  of  the  vaft  number  of  that  defcription  who  are  employed 
by  the  Turkiflx  State  in  carrying  difpatches  from  Court  to  the  various 
Viceroys  and  Bafhaws,  and  interchangably  between  them  again; 
that  they  were  men  on  whofe  fidelity  the  utmoft  reliance  could  be 
had j  and  that  this  man,  who  had  an  excellent  character,  had 
agreed  to  take  me  to  Bagdad,  provided  I  would  fubmit  to  the  dif- 
guife  of  a  Tartar. 

The  agreement  between  us  I  entirely  fubmitted  to  the  difcretion 
of  the  Conful,  who  had  the  goodnefs  to  fettle  it  thus : — The  Tartar 
was  to  deliver  me  fafe  at  Bagdad  j  to  fupply  me  and  my  fervant,  who 
adted  as  interpreter,  with  an  ample  fufficiency  of  provifions  and  horfes 
on  the  road  j  to  exchange  my  horfe  for  me  as  often  as  I  pleafed, 
and  to  go  at  fuch  rate,  whether  fafter  or  flower,  as  I  thought  proper: 
for  this  he  was  to  receive  one  hundred  pounds  ;  and  I  further  pro- 
mifed,  as  an  encouragement  to  him,  that  if  he  a&ed  to  my  fatisfac- 
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tion,  I  would,  on  our  arrival  at  Bagdad,  add  a  douceur  of  twenty^ 
pounds. 

The  next  day  he  came,  and  I  had  a  diftinft  view  of  this  my.  new 
fellow  traveller  and  fuppofed  raafter,  for  in>feveral. places.  I  was  to 
pafs  for  his  flave.  He  was  one  of  thofe  (hiking  charaStr  figures 
that,  a  painter  would  like  to  take  a  (ketch  of — and  methought  Tartar 
was  written  legibly  in  every  lineament  of  his  countenance  and 
perfon. — He  was  tall,  mufcular  and  bony — his  figure  befpoke  great 
hardihood,  (Ircngth  and  activity — nor  could  the  trowfers  which  he 
wore  conceal  the  Herculean  texture  of  his  limbs — his  fhoulders  were 
expanded  to  an  enormous  breadth— -he  was  unincumbered  with 
fldh,  or  indeed  rather  extremely  lean — his  forehead,  though  partly 
concealed  beneath  his  tutban,  was  very  high— his  nofe  large,  hooked, 
(harp,  and  prominent — a  pair  of  fmall,  fierce,  black,  penetrating  eyes, 
barely  feparated  by  the  nofe,  and  a  formidable  pair  of  muftachios, 
which  he  carefully  (leeked  with  pomatum  into  a  point  refembling  an 
awl-blade,  and  which  moved  like  the  wbifkers  of  a  purring  cat,  with 
every  word  he  fpoke,  gave  a  whimfical  ferocity  to  the  countenance* 
beyond  the  reach  of  defcription,  and  rendered  him  altogether*  as  dis- 
couraging a  confidential  friend;  as  ever  a  Chriftian  trufted  his  life  to 
fince  Mahomet  firft  fet  up  the  trade  of  a  prophet  He  furveyed  me 
with  great  attention — opened  his  mouth  two  or  three  times  like  a 
gafping  pike,  as  if  tofpfeak — ftroaked  hiswhifkers  as  often — and  at* 
laft  pronounced  that  he  would  undertake  to  conduct  me ;  adding,  in 

allufion 
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allufion  to  my  black  hair  and  dark  complexion,  that  I  looked  more 
like  a  native,  than  any  Frank  he  had  ever  feen.  He  ordered  me  to 
cut  my  <hair  quite  (hort,  to  provide  myfelf  with  a  Tartar  drefs  and 
cap,  in  the  fafhion  of  his  own;  and  faying  he  would  call  on  me  in 
proper  time,  departed. 

Thus  equipped,  we  fet  out,  not  without  great  pain  and  regret 
on  my  part ;  pain  at  leaving  a  moft  beautiful  young  woman,  whom 
I  pitied  and  efteemed,  fubjedl  to  the  refentmeut  of  a  hufband,  at  once 
jealous  from  nature,  peevifh  from  habit,  and  enraged  from  her  open 
and  unequivocal  demonftrations  of  hatred ;  and  regret  at  having  been 
betrayed  by  fituation  into  fuch  a  very  feridus  dilemma. 

After  my  departure  from  Aleppo,  this  affair  was  reprefented  in  a 
variety  of  unfavourable  lights  to  the  different  new  comers  from  Eng- 
land ;  and  as  a  ftory  is  that  commodity  which  of  all  others  honeft 
people  do  not  love  to  Ileal  any  thing  from,  in  its  pafTage  through 
their  hands,  it  found  its  way  in  various  forms  (none  of  them  how- 
ever tending  to  foften  it)  to  many  of  my  friends  and  connexions, 
thofe  from  whom  of  all  others  I  wifhed  to  conceal  it.  Labouring  under 
fuch  calumnies,  it  cannot  be  confidered  as  a  violation  of  decorum, 
or  unneceflary  infra&ion  upon  delicacy,  if  I  ftate  the  truth,  in  order, 
though  I  cannot  acquit  myfelf  of  qenfurable  conduft,  at  leaft  not 
filently  to  fubmit  to  unlimited  calumny,  and  charges  of  crimes  which 
I  hope  I  have  too  much  honour  and  integrity  to  commit. 

1  muft  add,  that  previous  to  my  departure  the  Conful  did  every 
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thing  that  it  was  poflible  for  him  to  do,  conducive  to  my  fafety  and 
accommodation  on  the  road,  which  as  we  were  obliged  to  go  to  the 
city  of  Diarbeker,  a  great  length  out  of  our  way,  he  obferved  would 
be  long,  dreary,  fatiguing,  and  hazardous ;  he  procured  me  from 
others,  and  gave  me  himfelf,  a  number  of  letters,  and  at  parting  de- 
fired  me  to  comfort  myfelf  with  the  refle&ion,  that  when  I  arrived 
at  my  journey's  end,  I  fhould  have  to  boaft,  that  I  went  to  India  by 
a  route  never  travelled  bjr  any  European  before. 


LETTER     XXXVII. 


As  I  became  familiarifed  to  my  Tartar  guide,  I  found 
his  character  difclofe  much  better  traits  than  his  firft  appearance  be- 
fpoke,  and  I  began  infenfibly  to  think  him  a  very  entertaining  fellow : 
perceiving  that  I  was  very  low  fpirited  and  thoughtful,  he  exhibited 
manifeft  marks  of  compaffion  ;  and  taking  it  into  his  head  that  I  was 
actually  removed  for  ever  from  my  friends  and  my  family,  he  fpoke  in 
a  ftyle  of  regret  and  feeling,  that  did  great  honour  to  his  heart :  and  to 
fay  the  truth,  he  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  alleviate  my  feelings, 
converfing  with  me,  either  by  means  of  the  interpreter,  or  in  broken 
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lingua  franca  ;  fupplying  all  my  wants  cheerfully  and  abundantly ; 
changing  horfes  with  me  as  often  as  I  pleafed,  and  going  flow  or  gal- 
loping forward  juft  as  beft  fuited  my  inclination  or  humour. 

The  firft  object  he  feemed  to  have  in  view  on  our  journey,  was 
to  imprefs  me  with  a  notion  of  his  confequence  and  authority,  as  a 
meflenger  belonging  to  the  Sultan.  As  all  thofe  men  are  employed 
by  the  firft  magiftrates  in  the  country,  and  are,  as  it  were,  the  links 
of  communication  between  them,  they  think  themfelves  of  great 
1  importance  in  the  State ;  while  the  great  men  whofe  bufinefs  they 
are  employed  in,  make  them  feel  the  weight  of  authority,  and  treat 
them  with  the  greateft  contempt :  hence  they  become  habitually  fer- 
vile  to  their  fuperiors,  and  by  natural  confequence  infolent  and  over- 
bearing to  their  inferiors,  or  thofe  who  being  in  their  power  they 
conceive  to  be  fo.  As  carriers  of  difpatches,  their  power  and  au- 
thority wherever  they  go  is  in  fome  points  undifputed ;  and  they 
can  compel  a  fupply  of  provifions,  horfes,  and  attendants,  where- 
ever  it  fuits  their  occafions ;  nor  dare  any  man  refift  their  right  to 
take  the  horfe  from  under  him  to  proceed  on  the  Emperor's  bufinefs, 
be  the  owner's  occafion  ever  fo  preffing. 

My  feelings,  which  I  can  tell  you  were  altogether  of  the  moft 
unpleafant  kind,  ferved  as  a  ftimulus  to  my  mind,  and  increafed  my 
anxiety  to  get  forward  ;  I  therefore  pufhed  on  as  faft  as  the  horfes, 
which  were  in  general  excellent,  could  carry  me :  and  as  we  halted 
at  a  number  of  ftages  to  get  frefh  horfes  and  provifions,  my  Tartar 
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guide  had  frequent  opportunities  of  indulging  his  felf-importance,  and 
difplaying  his  great  authority  and  power.  As  foon  as  he  flopped  at  a 
caravanfera,  he  immediately  called  luftily  about  him  in  the  name  of 
the  Sultan,  demanding  with  an  imperious  and  menacing  tone  of  voice, 
frefh  horfes,  vi&uals,  &c,  on  the  inftant.  The  tetror  of  this  great 
man  operated  like  magic ;  nothing  could  exceed  the  activity  of  the 
men,  the  brifknefs  of  the  women,  and  the  terror  of  the  children ; 
for  the  caravanferas  are  continually  attended  by  numbers  of  the  very 
loweft  clafles  of  the  people  j  but  no  quicknefs  of  preparation,  no 
effort  or  induftry  could  fatisfy  my  gentleman  ;  he  would  fhew  me  his 
power  in  a  ftill  more  ftriking  point  of  view,  and  fall  belabouring 
them  with  his  whip,  and  kicking  them  with  all  his  might.  I  muft 
confefs  I  was  much  hurt  at  this  extravagant  abufe  of  upftart  power, 
and  was  two  or  three  times  on  the  point  of  interfering ;  but  fortu- 
nately, recolle&ed  that  it  would  neither  be  in  chara&er,  nor  have  any 
good  effedfc,  and  that  if  I  prefumed  to  fpeak,  my  guide  would  be 
obliged  in  my  defence  to  give  me  a  flogging  in  order  to  prevent 
fufpicion. 

This  inconfiderate  tyranny  and  cruelty,  I  had  afterwards  reafon  to 
believe,  was  by  no  means  a  part  of  his  natural  difpofition  j  but 
vanity,  to  which  fo  many  among  us  in  Europe  fall  victims,  urged 
him  to  excefles,  which  I  dare  fay  his  heart  privately  condemned. 

It  was  on  the  fifth  or  fixth  day  (I  cannot  precifely  fay  which) 
after  our  leaving  Aleppo,  that  we  got  to  the  city  of  Diarbekef,  the 
capital  of  the  province  of  that  name,  having  pafTed  over  an  extent  of 
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country  of  between  three  and  four  hundred  miles,  moft  of  it  blefled 
with  the  greateft  fertility,  producing,  in  the  few  cultivated  parts, 
grain,  fruits  of  various  kinds,  and  filk  in  great  variety  and  abun- 
dance, and  abounding  with  as  rich  paftures  as  I  ever  beheld,  covered 
with  numerous  herds  and  flocks.  The  air  wa6  charmingly  temperate 
in  the  day-time,  but,  to  my  feeling,  extremely  cold  at  night. 

Yet  notwithftanding  the  extreme  fertility  of  this  country,  the 
bad  adminiftration  of  government,  confpiring  with  the  indolence 
of  the  inhabitants,  leaves  it  unpopulous  and  uncultivated.  Diarbeker, 
proper,  called  alfo  Mefopotamia,  from  its  lying  between  the  two 
famous  rivers  Tigris  and  Euphrates*  and  by  Mofes  called  Pad  an 
Aram,  that  is  to  fay — u  The  fruitful  Syria ;"  abounds  with  corn, 
wine,  oil,  fruits,  and  all  the  neceflaries  of  life.  It  is  fuppofed  to  be 
the  feat  of  the  Earthly  Paradife,  and  all  Geographers  agree  that  it 
was  there  the  defendants  of  Noah  firft  fettled  after  the  flood. 

Infignificant  as  thofe  circumftances  may  appear  to  mere  calculators 
of  profit  and  lofs,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  they  have  a  powerful  and 
pleafmg  effedt  on  the  refined  imagination.  To  be  treading  that 
ground  where  Abraham  trod ;  where  Nahor  the  father  of  Rebecca 
lived ;  and  where  Laban,  to  whom  Jacob  fled  to  avoid  his  brother 
Efau's  refentment,  and  whom  he  ferved  fourteen  years  for  the  love 
he  bore  to  Rachel,  was  to  me  a  circumftance  produ&ive  of  delight- 
ful fenfations.  How-finely  has  that  Giant  of  the  Pen,  Johnfon,  jufti- 
fied  thofe  fenfations  in  his  Tour  to  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  and 
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Weftern  Iflands ; — defcribing  his  emotions  on  vifiting  the  famous 
Ifland  of  Iona,  or  Colombkill,  he  fays — "  We  were  now  treading 
"  that  illuftrious  Ifland  which  was  once  the  luminary  of  the  Caledo- 
44  nian  regions,  Whence  favage  clans  and  roving  barbarians  derived 
c*  the  benefits  of  knowledge,  and  bleffings  of  religion.  To  abftraft 
44  the  mind  from  all  local  emotion,  would  be  impoffible  if  it  were 
41  endeavoured,  and  would  be  foolifh  if  it  were  poflible.  Whatever 
44  withdraws  us  from  the  power  of  our  fenfes< — whatever  makes  the 
41  paft,  the  diftant,  or  the  future,  predominate  over  the  prefent,  ad- 
44  vatices  us  in  the  dignity  of  thinking  beings.  Far  from  me,  and 
44  from  my  friends,  be  fuch  frigid  philofophy,  as  may  conduct  us  in- 
44  different  and  unmoved  over  any  ground  which  has  been  dignified 
44  by  wifdom,  bravery,  or  virtue  ! — that  man  is  little  to  be  envied 
44  whofe  patriotifm  would  not  gain  force  upon  the  Plain  of  Marathon, 
44  or  whofe  piety  would  not  grow  warmer  among  the  ruins  of 
44  Iona/' 

The  city  of  Diarbeker  itfelf  is  fituated  in  a  delightful  plain  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  Tigris,  and  nearly  at  its  head ;  it  is  one  of 
the  richeft,  moft  trading,  ftrong,  and  populous  cities  in  Afiatic 
Turkey ;  and  is  adorned  with  many  piazzas  and  market  places  in 
the  Turkiih  ftyle,  and  a  large  magnificent  Mofque,  formerly  a 
Chriftian  church ;  for  Chriftianity  flourifhed  over  this  country  fo 
late  as  the  fixth  century.  There  is  even  now  a  fe£t,  whofe  Patriarch 
ftill  refides  here :  and  they  fhew  on  the  road  near  the  town,  a  chapel 
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where  the  holy  man  Job  is  faid  to  be  buried.  This  city  is  fupplied 
amply  with  water  by  a  canal  cut  from  the  Tigris,  and  has  many 
caravanfcras  on  both  fides  of  the  riven 

Few  countries  in  the  world  exceed  that  about  this  city  for  natural 
richnefs  and  beauty : — the  bread  and  wine  are  excellent— the  fruit 
beyond  conception  delicious— and  my  friend  the  Tartar  took  care, 
under  pretence  of  fupercilious  hauteur^  to  tear  in  pieces  a  couple  of 
fowls,  and  hand  to  me  now  a  leg,  now  a  wing,  till  I  made  the  moft 
delicious  repaft  I  ever  remember  to  have  eat  in  my  life. 

It  is  computed  that  there  are  refident  in  this  city  no  lefs  than 
twenty  thoufand  Chriftian  inhabitants,  fome  of  whom  are  of  the 
Church  of  Rome;— and  perhaps  it  is  owing  to  that  mixture,  that  the 
fair  fex  have  more  freedom,  and  the  men  more  politenefs  and  affa- 
bility, than  thofe  of  any  other  city  in  the  empire :— the  chief  bufi- 
nefs  there,  is  making  that  fine  leather  commonly  called  Turkey 
leather. 

Figure  to  ypurfelf,  my  dear  Frederick,  my  Tartar  guide,  who 
was  an  admirable  ador,  fitting  at  a  caravanfera  in  ftate  at  his  dinner, 
devouring  excellent  fowls,  choice  pillaws,  and  delicious  fruit,  ia 
as  great  pemp  as  a  Bafhaw  j  and  in  order  to  keep  up  the  femblance- 
of  authority  over  me,  to  favour  my  difguife,  handing  to  me,  who 
fat  at  humble  diftance,  a  part  of  his  provifions. — You  may  form  to 
yourfelf  an  idea  of  the  fcene  ;  but  all  the  efforts  of  imagination  muft 
fall  fhort  of  the  manner,  the  figure,  the  words,  the  looks,  and  the 
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aftious  of  the  Tartar ;  foinetimes  affe&ing  contemptuous  pity,  fome- 
times  fupercilious  arrogance ; .  fometimes  brutal  fternnefs,  and  fome- 
times  the  gentle  blandishments  of  confcious  fuperiority ;  and  all  in 
fuch  a  mafterly  ftyle  of  performance,  that  I  doubt  whether  Garrick 
himfelf,   with  all  his  powers   of   countenance,  could  outdo  him; 
Critical  though  my  fituation  was,  and  much  as  I  was  harafled  with* 
the  corrofions  of  mental  pain,  the  extravagant  aftion  and  ludicrous 
pompofity  of  this  man  frequently  overbore  my  prudence,  and  com- 
pelled me  to  laugh  incontinently  and  loudly ; — on  all  fuch  occafions 
he  would  put  his  hands  a-kimbo,  draw  up  his  eye-brows  to  his  tur- 
ban,  fcrew    down  the  corners  of  his   mouth  in  the  moft  rueful 
manner,  and  give  a  loud  whew  !  with  his  eyes  fixed  in  a  flare  at  me, 
till  entirely  overcome  with  laughter,  and  ready  to  fink. under  it,  T 
clappedmy  face  between  my*  hands,  and,  as  well  as  I  could,  bowed  i 
in  token  of  forrowand  fubmiffion ;  when  threatening  me  Vehemently,, 
and  at  the  fame  tinje  uttering  a  lamentable  expreffion  of  doubt  that; 
hcc  was  afraid  he  had  had  an  idiot  imppfed  on  him*. he  would  buftle 
about,  direft  the  horfes  to  be  gpt  ready,  and  order  me  to  get  on- 
borfeback,  with  many  denunciations  of  fevere  treatment,  and  <a thou- 
fand  fl<5uri(hes  of  his  whip  over  my  head. 

As  I  have  rode  along  mufing  upon  the  contemptible  ftrataggms 
to  which. I  was  reduced,  in  orddr  to  get  through  this  country,  for 
no. other. reafon  but  becaufe  I  was  a  Chriftkn,  L  could* not.  hdp  re- 
flecting with  forrow  on  the  melancholy  effe&s  of  fupprftttioa,  and » 
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regretting  that  that  place,  which  in  the  times  of  primitive  fimplicity 
was  called  the  Terreftrial  Paradife ;  that  place  where  God  firft 
planted  Man  after  the  "Flood;  where  the  god-ttke  Abraham  and 
the  holy  Job  breathed  the  pure  air  of  piety  4nd  fimplicity ;  that 
place  which  from  all  thofe  circumftances  ought  to  be  confidered  above 
all  others  as  the  universal  inheritance  of  mankind,  fhould  now  be 
cut  off  from  all  but  a  horde  of  fenfelefs  bigots,  barbarous  fanatics, 
and  inflexible  tyrants.  And  I  could  not  help  conftdering  with 
melancholy  concern,  tfhc  bKndnefs  and  infatuation  -of  men,  wto, 
kis  jearneft  to  accommodate  themfelves  than  injure  others,  Xhut 
out  their  fellow-creatures  from  that  -which  they  themfelves  Will 
not  ufe,  and,  while  they  -firffer  nirHions  of  the  richeft  acres  bi  the 
univerfe  to  be  untitled,  and  fpend  their  fweetnefs  in  the  defert  air, 
with  wicked  jeaioufy,  and  envy  more  than  diabolical,  begrudge  to 
others  the  little  fpot  on  which  they  ftand,  and  chafe  them  as  they 
would  a  ravening  tiger  from  their  country. 
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LETTER     XXXVIII. 


As  we  advanced  towards  the  fouthward  and  eaftward,  in 
our  way  from  Diarbeker  towards  Bagdad,  I  found  the  air  became  fen- 
fibly  wanner,  and  obferved  that  the  difpofition  of  the  people  grew 
more  and  more  brutal.  My  guide's  conduft  (for  he  knew  diem 
well)  became  proportionately  artful,  and  my  manners  were  of  courfe 
to  grow  fo  much  the  humbler.  I  obferved,  however,  that  his  authority 
continued  the  fame,  and  that  he  feemed  to  exert  it  with  greater  rigour  ; 
not  in  feverity  or  chaftifement,  but  in  exa&ing  implicit  obedience. 
Yet  ftill  he  evidently  a&ed  with  great  caution  and  circumfpe&ion ; 
for,  in  fome  diftrifts,  he  either  avoided  the  little  villages  by  a  circui- 
tous route,  or  dafhed  through  them  at  a  very  quick  pace,  while  the 
gaping  multitude  confidered  us  as  on  a  difpatch  of  hafte  and  import- 
ance— in  others,  he  entered  the  towns  without  referve,  and  left  it  to 
chance  to  decide  whether  we  fhould  be  difcovered  or  not.  At  fome 
caravanferas  he  treated  me, with  affeded  negligence,  at  others  he 
made  me  eat  with  him  and  drink  wine,  of  which,  in  fome  places, 
he  himfelf  drank  copioufly,  and  at  others  as  fcrupuloufly  refrained 
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from.  And  fometimes  we  lay  at  night  out  in  the  open  air,  rather 
than  enter  a  town ;  on  which  occafions  I  found  the  weather  as 
piercing  cold  as  it  was  diftrefsfully  hot  in  the  day  time.  Bred,  as 
the  man  was,  a  mixture  of  (lave  and  tyrant,  I  can  fuppofe  fome  parts 
of  this  conduct  to  arife  from  caprice ;  but  as  he  was  naturally  Kind, 
as  many  of  thofe  aberrations  from  the  ufual  mode  of  travelling  were 
attended  with  hardfliip  and  inconvenience  to  himfelf,  and  as  my 
fervant  and  the  other  Tartar  were  clearly  of  opinion  he  was  right, 
I  am  rather  difpofed  to  believe  that  he,  on  the  whole,  a&ed  from 
principles  of  found  fenfe  and  policy. 

He  frequently  advifed  me  againft  indulging  in  laughter  j,  faid  it 
was  unmanly,  indecorous,  inconfiftent  with  the  gravity  becoming  a 
wife  man,  and  withal  dangerous. 

One  evening  we  came  to  a  caravanfera  much  fatigued,  the  day 
being  extremely  hot,  and  we  having  rode  very  hard — whether  it  was 
caprice  pr  fatigue,  or  the  fuggeftion  of  policy  that  moved  him,  I 
cannot  fay,  but  he  certainly  was  more  difpofed  to  play  the  tyrant  than  I 
had  ever  before  feen  him.  He  flogged  the  men  who  took  the  horfes, 
kicked  every  one  he  met,  made  the  houfe  ring  with  his  enormous 
voice ;  directed  fupper  to  be  got  ready,  ate  growling,  and  -finding, 
fault  with  everything;  and  under  pretence  of  difliking  the  ingre- 
dients of  an  excellent  pillaw,  handed  it  over  to  me,  faying,  Here, 
Jimmel  (the  name  he  called  me),  here,  take  this  filth,  and  cram  it. 
down  thy  coarfe  throat,  it  is  only  fit  for  a  Frai*k— I  took  it  with  the 
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fteft  air  of  humility  J  ,could  aflume ;  ^nd  ,teaiaftg  >%&e  finest  with  xof^ 
lingers,  which  I  alfo  ufed  iaftead  of  a  fpopii  tp.eat  Jthe  we,  fjRal- 
lowed  it  eagerly  ;  he  watering  me  all  the  time  .frtttfitively.  Whfte  I 
had  finifhed  it,  I  gave  him  a  hint  in  the  Frank  language,  that  Jihould 
like  to  wafh  it  down  with  fqme  wine ;  hut  he  did  not,  or  -rather 
would  not,  .underftand  me. 

Supper  done,  lie  ordered  a  fervant  to  ftftcnd  him  with  fome 
water,  and  directed  him  to  wafh  his  feet ;  while  that  operation  was 
performing,  he  continued  menacing  every  one  about  him.  My 
fervant,  who  fat  next  me  and  behind  him,  interpreted  every  thing 
he  laid.  "  Yes,  ye  flayes,"  faid  he,  as  he  lolled  back  upon  his 
cufhion,  "  yes,  I  will  make  the  bed  of  you  wafh  my  feet ;  for  who 
fhall  refufe  to  wafh  the  feet  of  him,  who  reprefents  \b$  Sultan  of 
the  World,  the  Son  of  Mahomet,  the  Mefletoger  of  the  Lord?"  The 
poor  fellow  proceeded  in  his  humble  office,  and  only  interrupted 
him  by  faying,  *  Bleffed  be  my  Lord  the  Sultan,  and  glory  be  to  the 
Lord  our  God,  and  Mahomet  his  Prophet."— "  Yes,  yes,"  continued 
my  Tartar,  "  blefs  God  and  the  Prophet,  and  pray  for  his  fervant 
our  Sultan,  and  all  who  reprefent  him  like  me,  that  (laves  of  your 
defcription  are  permitted  to  live  :  nay,  thou  fhalt  wafh  this  Frank's 
feet :"  then,  turning  to  me  with  an  air  of  magifterial  tendernefs, 
"  Jimmel,"  faid  he,  "  hold  forth  thy  feet,  and  let  them  be  wafhed  by 
this  difciple  of  Ali— I  fay,  hold  forth  thy  feet." 

Scarcely  able  to  refrain  from  laughter  at  this  Bombardinian  of 
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the  Eaft,  and  his  pompous  manner  of  ifluing  his  orders,  1  drew  up 
my  trowfers  and  took  off  my  boots — the  man  brought  frefh  water,  and 
fell  to  rubbing  my  feet  with  great  good  will  and  humility  ;•  yet  evi- 
dently felt  fo  much  hurt  at  the  humiliation,  that  I  Was  fatty  for  it, 
and  would  rather  have  difpenfed  with  the  wafhing,  though  it  was  a 
luxury. 

Itt  the  midft  of  this  operation,  the  Tartar,  v^ho  was  reclining  on 
his  cufhion,  fmoking,  rofe  up,  and  (talking  two  or  three  times  acrofs 
the  room,  with  the  mcift  ludicrous  air  of  felf-conceit  and  importance,4 
took  his  tobacco  pipe  from  his  mouth,  brandifhed  it  in  oftentatious 
parade,  and  in  the  tone  and  manner  rather  of  one  that  was  raving 
than  of  a  man  in  hie  fbberfen&s,  biirft  out  with  an  emphatiial  ex- 
preffion  of-fatisfa&lott,  and  faid,  "  This  it  is  to  be  protected  by  a 
grfeat  man  :  Muffulmen  falam  to  him  and  wafli  his  feet." 

The  extravagance  of  this  fentiment,  the  abfurdity  of  its  applica- 
tion, and  the  confequential  folemnity  of  his  a&ion  and  countenance 
while  he  fpoke,  altogether  rufhed  upon  me  with  fuch  impetuous 
force,  that  I  could  not  refift  it,  and,  in  fpite  of  every  effort  to  reftrain 
myfelf,  burft  into  an  immoderate  fit  of  laughter. 

Had  I  the  pencil  of  Hogarth,  the  pen  of  Shakefpeare,  or  the 
powers  of  a  Garrick,  I  might  attempt  to  give  fome  idea  of  his  coun- 
tenance,  when,  turning,  he  beheld  me  convulfed  with  laughter.  I 
might  attempt  it,  I  fay,  but  I  could  not  do  it  juftice.  Such  a  combi- 
nation of  ludicrous  expreffion  I  never  beheld;  it  was  indeed  an 
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epitome  of  all  the  lower  order  of  human  paffions.  Fury  predomi- 
nated, but  it  was  rifible  fury — it  was  fury  that  rather  grinned  than 
frowned  ;  though  under  it  were  to  be  feen  fhame  and  mortification, 
forrow  and  refentment,  pride  and  degradation,  filly  bafhfulnefs  and 
decayed  importance.  For  fome  time  he  flood  transfixed  to  the  fpotf 
his  eyes  gliftening  like  thofe  of  a  rat  in  a  trap ;  his  pointed  whifkers 
moving  with  the  contortions  of  his  lips,  and. his  mouth  every  now 
and  then  opening  like  the  beak  of  a  wounded  hawk.  To  utter  his 
fenfations  he  was  unable ;  and  he  continued  in  this  ftate,  not  only 
till  my  laughter  was  abated,  but  till  I  had  time  to  refled  and  be 
ferioufly  concerned. 

At  length,  without  faying  a  feritence,  he  wheeled  about,  threw  off 
his  flippers,  drew  on  his  boots,  Vociferated  till  he  brought  all  the 
people  of  the  caravanfera  about  him,  and  ordered  horfes  to  be  ready 
inftantly.  As  orders  from  fuch  a  perfon  were  not  likely'  to  be  dif- 
obeyed,  the  horfes  were  got  ready.  I  faw  that  I  muft  either  proceed, 
or  come  to  an  open  rupture  with  him ;  fo  recollecting  that  I  was 
myfelf  in  fault,  that  a  difpute  might  be  fatal,  and  that  at  all  events 
it  was  only  the  humour  of  the  moment,  I  drew  on  my  boots  too, 
and  was  ready  to  go,  though  I  was  much  fitter  for  a  twelve  hours' 
nap  than  for  an  hour's  travelling  on  horfeback. 

We  mounted  immediately,  and  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  have 
the  belt  horfe.  He  fet  out  upon  the  gallop,  the  moon  fhining  as 
bright  almoft  as  day  j  I  put  forward  my  horfe,  and  kept  rather  before 
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him,  which  vexed  him  fo,  that  he  beat  the  poor  animal  he  rode  on 
moft  unmercifully.  At  length,  after  about  eight  or  ten  miles  riding, 
he  called  a  halt — difmounted,  and  faid  he  would  reft  there  all  night. 
I  faw  it  was  all  refentment :  but  knowing  that  it  would  be  in  vain  to 
remonftrate,  1  difmounted  too ;  and,  judging  that  the  beft  way  to 
mortify  him  in  return,  was  to  comply  with  affe&ed  approbation* 
turned  to  my  fervant  and  told  him  (knowing  that  it  would  go  from 
him  to  the  Tartar)  that  I  was  delighted  with  the  beauty  of  the  night ; 
remarking  at  the  fame  time,  that  lying  in  the  fweet  falubrious  air 
was  far  preferable  to  being  confined  in  the  fuitry  filth  of  a  cara*. 
vanfera* 

As  foon  as  this  was  communicated  to  the  Tartar,  he  remarked, 
that  the  open  air  was  the  fitteft  place  for  the  beafts  of  the  foreft,  and 
therefore  fuitable  to  a  Frank ;  but  for  his  part,  he  would  much  rather 
repofe  on  a  cufhion,  which  he  (hould  have  done,  had  it  not  been  for 
Uiy  accurfed  rifible  faculties. 

Here  the  converfation  refted,  and  we  fell  afleep.  In  a  few  hours 
he  awoke  us,  and  we  fet  forward  :  after  fome  paufe,  he  began  in  the 
following  manner,  which  was  interpreted  to  me,  as  he  fpoke,  by  my 
fervant : 

"  Surely  God  made  laughter  for  the  derifion  and  fhame  of 
mankind,  and  gave  it  to  the  Franks  and  the  monkies ;  for  the  one 
ha,  ha,  ha's,    and  the  other  he,  he,  he's,  and  both  are  malicious,  - 
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mifchievioug,  and  good'  for.  nothing^  but  to 'fret- and  tantalize  ail  ttiat: 
come  acrofs-them," 

T&brt  he  paufedj  as  waiting  for  fomething  to  be  faid  :  however,  X 
remained  filent.  At  length,  he  continued: "  Not.  but  that,  with  ail  their, 
laughter,  they  have  the  wifdom  to  take  fpecial  care  of  themfehree;  ■ 
for  half  a  dozen  monkies  will  he,  he,  he,  and  empty  a  whole  orchard 
of  its  fruit  in  the  reckoning  of  a  hundred;  and  a<  Frank  will. ha,, 
ha,  ha,  and  eat  you  up  pillaws  and  poultry  like  a  wolf,  and  drink 
up  wine  with  the  fame  moderation  that  a  camel  drinks,  up  water*" 

I  thought  I  fhould  have  choked  with  fmothered  laughter:'  I 
would  not  however  interrupt  him,  and  fo  contrived  to  keep  it  to 
toy felf :  he  proceeded  to  apothegmatiie  : 

"  But  with  all  their  he,  he,  he's,  and  ha,  ha,  ha's,  it  fome*- 
times  turns  out  that  they  are  caught :  the  monkey  is  feized  in  a  trapi, 
and  caged  or  knocked  in  the  head,  and  the  Frank  is  put  in  jail*  and 
baftinadoed  or  hanged ;  and  then  the  tune  is  changed,  and  it  is* 
Oh,  ho,  ho !"  Here  he  began  to  mimic  crying  fo  admirably,  and  at 
the  fame  time  fo  ridiculoufly,  that  I  burft  out  laughing  again* 

"  Obferve,  Jimmel,"  faid  he  haftily, "  obferve !  you  can  t  refrain  I 
But  by  our  holy  Prophet,"  faid  he  ferioufly,  "  it  may  end  as  I  faid: 
fo  look  to  yourfelf,  and  avoid  laughter  in  caravanferas,  or  we  part; 
for  there  are  places,  and  that  was  one  of  them  lad  night,  where  fufpi- 
cion  would  ruin  you.     And  if  you  loft  your  life,  what  fliould  I  fay 
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for  myfelf  on  my  return  to  Aleppo  ?  Eh,  what  fhould  I  fay  for  myXelf  ? 
Ha,  ha,  ha !  would  not  do.  No,  no,  they  would  not  believe  it,  and 
I  fhould  lofe  my  character." 

"  Why,  don't  you  laugh  yourfelf  ?"  feid  I. 

"  Very  feldom,  or  rather  never,5'  returned  he ;  "  at  leaft  I  would 
not  in  time  of  danger.  No,  no,  none  but  Chriftians  and  monkies 
make  a  pra&icc  of  laughing — Turks  and  Tartars  are  wifer."  I  pro* 
mifed  him,  that  I  would  in  future  take  more  care  ;  and,  by  way  of 
appeafing  him  with  a  little  flattery,  faid,  that  he  played  his  part  fo 
admirably,  it  was  impoflible  to  refift  the  impulfe.  But  he  anfweredf 
^  with  a  grave  face,  that  his  adlion  in  that  cafe  was  of  too  ferious  a 
nature  to  be  made  a  fubjedi  of  merriment— and  advifed  me  to 
believe  it  fo. 


LETTER     XXXIX. 


IHE  folicitude  of  my  guide  for  my  fafety  was  the 
tarneftnefa  of  a  man  of  bufinefs  zealcms  to  difcharge  with  the 
utmoft  pun&ualky  the  duty  he  had  undertaken  j  and  I  muft  obferve 
to  you,  that  the  whole  of  his  conduit  evinced  a  precifion  and  punq- 
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tuality  of  dealing  rarely  found  in  our  intercourfe  with  mankind.  Pre- 
vious  to  leaving  Aleppo,  he  had  undertaken  to  convey  tne  fafe — he 
was,  as  you  may  already  perceive,  indefatigable  and  unremitting  in 
his  endeavours  to  do  fo ;  he  had  promifed  to  fupply  me  with  food — fo 
he  did,  in  the  moft  ample  manner ;  he  promifed  to  go  as  I  pleafed, 
faft  or  flow — fo  he  did  j  he  promifed  to  change  horfes  with  me,  as 
often  as  I  thought  proper  to  defire— he  did  fo.  But  heyond  this,  he 
feemed  to  carry  his  care  of  me  no  farther  than  to  any  bale  of  goods 
he  might  have  in  his  charge.  He  was  bound  to  deliver  me  fafe,  in 
good  order  and  condition,  at  Bagdad :  fo  much  he  was  determined 
to  do,  and  no  more  did  he  think  of,  I  had  got  letters  to  the 
Bafliaws  of  fome  of  the  towns  through  which  we  were  to  pafs :  but 
as  the  delivery  of  a  letter  is,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  that  country, 
always  accompanied  with  a  prefent,  I  thought  it  better  to  decline 
delivering  them,  except  when  neceflity  compelled— though  the  ftate 
of  the  country  was  fo  unfettled,  >  that  we  often  had  occafion  for  a 
guard. 

As  foon  as  the  remembrance  of  the  laughing  affair  was  a  little 
decayed,  the  Tartar  began  to  relax  into  good  humour,  and  to  talk 
with  his  ufual  vehemence  ;  for  he  was  always,  according  to  the  flow 
of  his  fpirits,  either  fullcnly  filent  or  extravagantly  loquacious.  His 
tongue  might  be  confidered  as  a  thermometer,  by  which  the  warmth 
or  coldnefs  of  his  temper  might  be  calculated,  and  the  extremes  of 
garrulity  and  taciturnity  were  the  indices.     His  converfatioo^  Jiow- 
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ever,  was  very  cbcumfcribed,  and  confifted  chiefly  of  ftories  of  him- 
felf  and  his  horfe,  the  amazing  journeys  he  made,  and  the  feats  of 
manhood  he  performed.  One  circumftance  I  muft  in  juftice  men- 
tion, as  I  think  it  marks  ftrongly  the  habitual  delicacy  and  modefty 
of  this  people.  Although  he  frequently  lamented  my  banifhment 
from  my  family,  and  although  we  were  for  eighteen  days  continually 
converfmg  on  a  variety  of  occafions  that  might  lead  to  the  fubje$, 
he  never  once  talked  of  women  ;  never,  in  all  his  pity  for  my  filia- 
tion, glanced  even  remotely  at  the  poffibility  of  my  getting  a  fubfti- 
tute  in  that  way ;  never  hinted  that  he  thought  of  them  himfelf.  On 
feeing  women  coming  to  the  wells,  they  reminded  me  of  fome  of 
the  ftorie6  in  the  Old  Teftament.  I  mentioned  it,  but  it  went  no 
farther ;  for  whenever  the  fubje<ft  was  ftarted,  he  threw  cold  water 
on  h* 

That  he  conceived  me  to  be  in  fome  refpe&s  a  parcel  of  property, 
I  have  good  reafon  to  believe :  for  I  obferved  that  at  fome  caravan- 
feras  the  people  collected  round  me,  and  regarded  me  with  ftrong 
fymptoms  of  furprife  and  pity ;  fome  viewed  me  with  commifera- 
tion,  fome  with  contempt ;  but  not  one  creature,  however  wretched 
or  abjeft,  feemed  to  envy  my  fituation. 

I  was  the  more  confirmed  in  thi6  opinion  by  an  incident  that 
happened  between  Diarbeker  and  Moful.  One  morning  I  was  unu- 
fually  overcome  with  the  fatigues  of  the  preceding  day :  the  Tartar 
called  me,  fummoned  me  to  horfe;  and  finding  that  I  gave  no  anfwer, 
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«*ior  iheweii  any  taiKeri  of  awaking,  he  lifted  me  in  his  arms  bodily 
from  -my  -couch  (fuch  was  his  ftrength  that  he  did  it  without  any 
difficulty),  carried  me  out  without  the  leaft  ceremony,  and,  before  I 
was  fo  completely  awake  as  to  be  fenfible  of  my  Situation,  had  me 
5xed  upon  a'  horfe  ready  -to.  depart. 

A-traniadtion  fo  very  'Angular,  you  may  well  conclude,  furpri&d 
jne  at  the  time,  and  would  not  readily  be  forgotten  :  iuqh  a  crowd 
of  ftrange,  cpnfufed,  and  incongruous  thoughts  and  fenfations  as 
occurred  #>  me,  I  fcever  before  experienced :  they  were  painful,  fthey 
were  furprifing — but  I  was  in  fuch  a  flate  that  I  could  not  afterwards 
analyfe  them.  The  chief  reflection  that  arofe  from  it  was*  that 
human  fentiment  muft  be  in  a  deplorable  ftate  of  degradation  indeed, 
when  fuch  a  circumftance  could  occur  from  the  notion  that  a  man 
was  as  much  an  aflet  or  piece  of  property,  could  be  transferred  by 
the  lame  means,  and  moved  in  the  fame  unfeeling  manner,  as  any 
portion  of  inert  matter  that  makes  up  a  bale  of  merchandize.  Of 
the  truth  of  this  pofition  I  had  foon  after  a  melancholy  proof,  in  an 
incident  which,  though  lamentable,  was  attended  with  fuch  ludicrous 
Circumftances,  that  even  now  I  never  think  of  it  without  finiling — 
fmiling,  as  I  did  then,  with  a  heart  bleeding  with  pity. 

One  morning  I  was  awakened  before  day-break  with  a  buftle  in 

the  caravanfera  where  we  lodged.    I  conje&ured  that  the  Tartar  was 

preparing  to  get  forward,  and  rofe  in  order  to  lofe  no  time.    I  was 

fo  far  right'in  my  conjectures :  the  horfes  were  ready,  and  I  came 
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out  t{>  mount,  ianlT  was  very?  much  firfprifesl  to  perceive  feverial  horfer 
before  me    loaded- with  fomething.  which  flood :  ereift'  from  their 
backs*,  and  j^fehich  I  had  barely  light  to  difcern  were  not  men.    I 
concluded  that  they  were  bales -of-  merchandize  packed  in  a  particu- 
lar form*  and  alked  no  queftions  tiU'fuHday^i^ht  difdoCbd!to:mc 
that  they  were  human  cfeaturfes  tied  up  in :  fecks,-  and  fifftoed  aftride 
on  thehorfes'  hacks.  There  was  aflraaige  union  of 'horror 'add  odditjr' 
in  the  conception,  that  ftruck  me  at  once  with  a  nrixfed  emoti6n  of 
indignation,  pity,  and  mirth; — The  former  however  got  tbet  better, 
and  Talked  my  fervant  with  foine  warmth  what  it  meant;«^-He  faid' 
that  thfe  facks  contained  fome  young  women  whom  the  Tartar  had , 
bqught. — *  Good  Got) !"  faid  I,  "  is   it  poffible  that  he  cih  have 
bought  wretched  females  to  treat  them  with  fo  little  tendemefs  ?" ! 
"  He  ha6  bought  them,"  returned  my  fervant,  "  in  the  way  of  traffic,  1 
nfct  for  pileafure." 

4<  Suppofe  he  has,"  faid  I,  "  fuppofe  even  they  were  men,  not  - 
to  mehtion  young  women,  how  can  he  imagine  that  they  will  fur- 
vivfc  this  I  Tied  up  and  fweltered  in  a  fack — fattened  crofs-legs  on  a 
hbrie,  and  driven  at  fuch  an  amazing  rate  (for  by  this  time  we  had 
fet  forward,  and  another  Tartar  was  whipping  the  horfes  up  all  the 
time,  and  driving  them  on) — how  is  it  poffible  they  can  furvive  i 
They  muft  be  fmothered— they  raufl  befhattered  to  pieces-^-they  muft 
be  (tripped,  excoriated,  and  tortured  to  death  !" 

"  If  I  might  prefume  to  advife,*  faid  he,  "  I  would  fay.  that 
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you  had  better  make  no  remarks  upon  it :  it  would  only  get  them 
perhaps  worfe  treated,  and  raife  his  anger  againft  you." 

To  conclude,  1  took  his  advice,  and  kept  my  mind  to  myfelf. 
The  unfortunate  women  were  in  this  manner  carried  fifty  milib,  at 
the  end  of  which  their  tender-hearted  purchafer  difpofed  of  them  in 
fame  way  of  keeping  till  his  return ;  when  I  fuppofe  they  were  to 
be  carried  back  in  facks  aftride  upon  horfes,  all  the  way  to  Aleppo, 
there  to  be  fold  to  the  higheft  bidder* 

Tons,  my  Frederick,  who  live  in  a  country  where  an  hour's 
detention  in  a  houfe  againft  our  will  is  punifhed  as  unlawful  im- 
prifonment,  add  who  feel  and  value  the  rich  treafure  of  liberty 
above  all  earthly  bleffings,  the  bare  idea  of  flavery  appears  horri- 
ble ;  when  the  miferies  of  flavery  are  fharpened  by  cruelty,  our 
indignation  burns  at  the  offence :  but  fuch  a  complicated  piece  of 
enormity  as  that  I  have  mentioned,  almoft  tranfeends  belief,  and 
indignation  is  loft  in  amazement  There  are  but  few  men,  even  in  bur 
bracing  climate,  whom  fifty  miles  riding  would  not  fhake  to  pieces, 
and  torture  almoft  to  death.  No  woman  would  think  of  it.  But 
when  to  that  is  fuperadded,  firft  the  compulfion — then  the  forry  and 
at  beft  painful  equipage  of  the  horfes— the  tender  perfons,  unaccuk 
tomed  to  riding,  of  the  women — the  fmothering  heat  of  the  fack — 
and  above  all  the  horrid  climate,  burning  with  an  almoft  vertical 
heat  (vertical  at  leaft  compared  with  our  oblique  fun) — it  will  be 
allowed  to  be  a  wonder,  almoft  approaching  to  a  miracle,  that  they 
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Revived  one  half  of  their  journey.  The  wonder-working  hand  of 
Omnipotence  alone  could  bring  them  through  it ;  and  when  I  afked 
in  the  evening  whether  they  were  dying  or  dead,  and  was  told  that 
they  were  not  only  alive  but  in  perfedt  health,  I  could  not  help  re- 
peating that  moil  beautiful  expreflion  put  into  the  mouth  of  Maria 
by  the  inimitable  Sterne,  "  God  tempers  the  wind  to  the  fide  of  the 
ihorn  lamb," 

This  affair  tended  to  prejudice  ijie  ftrongly  againft  my  Tartar 
guide,  and  I  was  for  fome  time  that  I  could  not  look  upon  him  with- 
out horror :  but  at  length  my  refentment  abated  j  and  reafon,  refum- 
fog  her  feat  of  <:ool  decifion,  told  me,  that  though  it  was  a  crime  and  a 
grievqus  one,  he  was  not  fo  refponfible  for  it  as  thofe  who,,  knowing 
better,  4uthorife4  it  by  their  -concurrence,  gave  it  the  fan&ion  of  law, 
W&in^p  it  familiarly  pra&i%l  j  he  only  did  that  which  he  had  been 
evelj  from  his  gjother's  bread  inftru&ed  to  do,  .and  fhould.  therefore 
•fldt/.b^  jfldged  by  thofe  rules  which  a  Briton  would  lay  down  for  the 
ge»YCTPpe»t  of  fuel*  cafes. 

;.-  ^  A  Briton  !f— HokJ  !  Have  I  not  now  been  uttering  a  moft  fevere 
^ire  upon  the;B^tiflx  Nation?  Yes!  imputing  to  men  a  virtue  which 
.they  waijt,;  is ;  the  word  kind  of  fatire — I  me^nt  it  not  at  the  time, 
.hut  will  npt  retradfc  what  I  have  written — Britons,  deferve  the  lafh  of 
.%ire!  They  deferve  a  worfe  lafh :  for  the  traffic  in  human  bodies 
ftill  Hands  a  bloody  brand  of  infamy  on  her^great  National  Councils. 
Their  brothers'  blood  !  the  blood  of  millions  of  murdered  Africans, 
.      .V  P  like 
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Eke  that  of  Abefy  cribs  to  Heaven  againft  them,  and  will  n6t,  I 
fear,  cry  in  vain. 

Great  God ! — What  a  horrible  thought  !-*-what  ah  kidelibie 
ftigma  !  that  a  Legiflator  Ihall,  in  the  cold  blood  of  commerce,  make 
a  calculation  of  the  probable  profit  upon  human  livts— put  commer* 
cial  expediency  in  the  balance  againft  murder— >and  make  convenience 
the  excufe  for  crime!— Why,  the  robber  may  do  fo  !— But  flxali 
Britons,  generous  Britons,  who  boaftful  claim  precedence  of  the 
world  In  freedom,  humanity,  and  juftice— flxali  they  look  on  and  fe* 
inferior  nations  fpiirfting  from  them  with  horror  the  debating  traffic; 
and  ftimiilated  by  avarice,  or  mifled  bywifcked  pblfcy,  retain  Ae  blot 
that  oth6r  States  have  wiped  away,  and  live  at  once  the  curfe  of  one 
part,  and  the  fcorn  of  the  reft  of  foankihii?— Iterbidit  Mercy  I 
Jforbid  it  Heaven  ! — And  oh !  may  that  virtudus  matt,  who>  difdara- 
irig  the  malignaitt  taunts  of  the  bafe  and  interefted,  boldly  Hep* 
forth  the  advocate  of  man  and  of  his  country,  and  fcSfya  after 
feffion  fprings  from  the  couch  of  repofe  whith  Gpulfcnee  pfeiedte 
him,  to  break  the  fetters  and  the  fcourges  which  improbky  and , 
avarice  have  forged  for  our  fellow  creatures — may  he  facetted'  and 
bear  down  all  his  oppofers !  and  may  the  juftice  of  his  'tbufctry 
make  his  triumph  and  his  glory  as  certain  and  complete  hefe,  a* 
the  juftice  of  that  Being,  under  whofe  direction  he  ads,  will  xioubt- 
lefs  make  them  hereafter ! 
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Prom  the  considerations  I  hay?  already  pretty  fully  ^an- 
tipped,  my  mind  was  by  no  nxe^flsat  e*fe.  The  ^acefl^nt  traveling 
ferio  many  <Jays,  at  tht  rate  of  fcveaty-fiye  mites  a  day,  to  b^cgn* 
tinued  I  knew  not  how  long,  increafed  my  anxiety :  and  the  appte?  " 
benfiens  of  accident,  interruption,  and  above  all  fickneft,  intercepting 
me  on  my  way,  haunted  my  imagination  with  all  its  terrors,  I  v4* 
befides  approaching  faft  to  that  region  where  the  winds  {hike  all 
living  things  that  draw  them  in  inftantly  dead :  and  conceiving  that 
the  more  expeditious  I  was  in  getting  over  the  journey,  the  greater 
chance  I  had  of  efcaping  thofe  mifchiefs ;  I  pufhed  heartily  forward, 
and  urged  the  Tartar  till  he  at  laft  exprefled  his  aftoaifliment  and 
approbation;  paid  me  the  compliment  to  fay,  that  I  wasalmoft  equal 
to  Himfelf  for  enduring  fatigue  ;  and  concluded  with  a  very  fagacious 
furmife,  that  in  all  probability  I  had  been  myfelf  a  carrier  of  dis- 
patches among  the  Frank  Governments. 

One  day  after  we  had  rode  about  four  miles  from  a  caravanfera, 
at  which  we  had  changed  our  cattle,  I  found  that  a  mod  execrably 
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bad  Jiorfe  had  fallen  to  my  lot :  he  was  ftiff,  feeble,  and  foundered ; 
in  confequence  of  which  he  Humbled  very  much,  and  I  every 
minute  expe&ed  that  he  would  fall  and  roll  over  me.  I  therefore 
propofed  to  the  guide  to  exchange  with  me ;  a  favour  he  had  hitherto 
never  refufed,  and  for  which  I  was  the  more  anxious,  as  the  beaft 
he  rode  was  of  the  very  beft  kind.  To  my  utter  aftonifhment  he 
peremptorily  refufed  :  and  as  this  had  been  a  day  of  unufual  tacitur- 
nity on  his  part,  I  attributed  his  refufal  to  peeviflinefe  and  ill  temper, 
and  was  refolved  not  to  let  the  matter  reft  there.  I  therefore  defired 
the  interpreter  to  inform  him,  that  as  he  had  at  Aleppo  agreed  to 
change  horfes  with  me  as  often  as  I  pleafed,  I  fhould  confider  our 
agreement  infringed  upon  if  he  did  not  comply,  and  would. write  to 
the  Conful  at  Aleppo  to  that  effed. 

As  foon  as  this  was  conveyed  to  him,  he  feemed  ftrongly  agitated 
by  anger ;  yet  endeavoured  to  conceal  his  emotions  under  affe&ed 
contempt  and  derifion,  which  produced  from  him  one  of  the  moft 
lingular  grins  that  ever  yet  marred  the  human  phyfiogixoray.  A$ 
length  he  broke  forth  : 

u  You  will  write  to  Aleppo,  will  you  ?  Foolifli  Frank !  they  will 
not  believe  you !  By  Mahomet,  it  would  be  well  done  to  hear  the  com* 
plaint  of  a  wandering  Frank  againft  Haflan  Artaz — Haflan  the  faith* 
ful  and  the  juft,  who  for  ten  years  and  more  has  been  the  meflenger 
of  an  Emperor,  and  the  friend  and  confidant  of  Cadis,  Baihaws, 
and  Viceroys,  and  never  yet  was  called  fo  much  asliar!  Who,  think 
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you,  poor  mifguided  one !  who,  think  you,  would  believe  that  I 
broke  my  promife  ?" 

"  Why  do  you  not  then,"  faid  I,  interrupting  him,  "  why  do 
you  not  perform  it  by  changing  horfes,  when  you  are  convinced  in 
your  confcience  (if  you  have  any)  that  it  was  part  of  your  agree- 
ment ?" — 4<  Once  for  all  I  tell  you,"  interrupted  he,  "  I  will  not  give 
up  this  horfe.  There  is  not,"  faid  he  gafconadingly,  "  there  is  not  a 
Muffulman  that  ever  wore  a  beard,  not  to  talk  of  a  wretched  Frank, 
that  (hould  get  this  horfe  from  under  me  ;  I  would  not  yield  him  to  the 
Commander  of  the  Faithful  this  minute,  were  he  in  your  place :  I 
would  not,  I  tell  you,  Frank — and  I  have  my  own  reafons  for  it." 

u  I  dare  fay  you  have,"  returned  I  }  "  love  of  your  eafe,  and 
fear  of  your  bones." 

At  hearing  this,  he  grew  quite  outrageous — called  Mahomet 
and*  Alla  to  witnefs  that  he  did  not  know  what  it  was  to  fear  any 
thing — declared  that  he  was  convinced  fome  infernal  fpirit  had  that 
day  got  poffeffion  of  me — and  indeed  feemed  well  difpofed  to  go 
to  logger-heads.  At  length  obferving  that  I  looked  at  him  with 
fneering  contemptuous  defiance,  he  rode  up  along  fide  of  me  —I 
thought  it  was  to  ftrike,  and  prepared  to  defend  myfelf.  I  was  how- 
ever miftaken ;  he  fnatched  the  reins  out.  of  my  hand,  and  caught 
hold  of  them  collected  clofe  at  the  horfe's  jaw  j  then  fell  flogging 
%  my  horfe  and  fpurringhis  own,  till  he  got  them  both  into  full  fpeed; 
nor  did  he  ftop  there,  but  continued  to  belabour  mine  with  his  whip, 
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and  to  fpur  his  own,  driving  headlong  over  every  impedit&ent  that 
came  in  our  way,  till  I  really  thought  he  had  run  mad,  or  defigfttd 
to  kill  me.     Several  times  I  was  on  the  point  of  ftwking  him  with 
lfiy  whip,  in  order  to  knock  him  off  his  horfe — but  as  often  pa- 
tience providentially  came  in  to  my  affiftapce,  and  whifpered  to  me 
to  forbear  and  fee  it  out     Mean  time  I  confidered  myfelf  as  being  in 
fotiic  danger  j  and  yet  fuch  was  the  power  he  had  over  the  cattle, 
that  I  found  it  impoffibk  to  ftop  him :  fo  refigniog  the  event  to  the- 
dire&ion  of  Providence,  L  fuffered  him  without  a  further  effort  to 
proceed ;  I  calling  him  every  opprobrious  name  I  could  think  of  itt 
lingua  Franca,   and  he  grinning,  and  calling  me   Dumus,  Jfhafli* 
Bufrhl  (i.  e.  hog,  afs,  mule),  in  rapid  :and  impetuous  vehemence  of 
tone  and  utterance. 

J  He  continued  this  for  a  kngth  of  I  dare  fay  feme  miles,  pver 
aft  uncultivated  tra&,  here  and  there  interfe&ed  with  channels  fottned 
by  rills  of  water  in  the  periodical  rains  ;  thickly  fet  with  low  furae^ 
ferns,  and  other  dwarf  bufhes,  and  broken  up  and  down  into  little 
hills.  His  horfe  carried  Turn  clean  over  all :  and  though  mine  was 
-every  minute  Humbling  and  nearly  down,  yet  with  a  dexterity  in- 
expreffible,  and  a  vigour  altogether  amazing,  he  kept  him  Up  by 
the  bridle,  and  1  may  fay  carried  him  gallantly  over  every  thing. 
I  was  aftonifhed  very  much  at  all  this,^  and  towards  the  end  as  much 
pleafed  as  aftoniftied  ;  which  he  perceiving,  cried  out  frequently 
and  triumphantly,   "  O,  la  Frangi !  Heli!  Heli !  Frangi!"  add  at 
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at  l«ft  tirawiog  in:  the  horfes,  flopping  fliort,  and  looking  me  full 
in  the  'face,  exclaimed  in  lingua  Franca,  "  Que  dice,  Frangi — Que 
dice?" 

Fqr  fom^  time  I  was  incapable  of  making  him  any  anfwer,  but 
continued  furveying  him  from  head  to  foot  as  the  moft  extraordinary 
favage  I  had  ever  beheld ;  while  he  ftroked  his  whifkers  with  great 
felf-complacency  and  compofure,  and  nodded  his  head  every  now 
and  then,  as  much  as  to  fay.  Ay,  ay,  it  is  fo !  look  at  me !  am 
aot  I,  a  very  capital  fellow  ? — "  A  capital*  fellow  indeed  you  are*" 
f^id  J,  "  but  I  wi£h  I  was  well  out  of  your  confounded  clutches/' 

We  alighted  on  the  brow  of  a  fmall  hill,  whence  was  to  be  feen 
a  full  and  uninternypted  profped  of  the.  country  all  round.  The 
interpreter  coming  up,  he  called  to  him  and  defired  him  to  explain 
to  me  carefully  the  meaning  of  what  he  was.  about  to  fay  j  which  I 
will  give  you  as  nearly  a?  I  can  in  his  own  words,  as*  they  were 
tranflated  by  the  languid: 

.  "  You  fee  thole  mountains  yondgr,"  faid  he,  pointing  jp  the 
Eaft;  "  thofe  are  in  the  proyinceof  Kurtfe/lott,  inhabited  by  a  vile  race 
of' robbers  caltejd  Jefidea,  who  pay  homage  to.  a  God  of  thrown 
called*  Je6d.  (JeGw),  and  werihip  the  Devil  from  fear.  Theiy  live  by 
phvuty,  and  .often  defcend  from  thofe  mountains,  crofs  the  Tigris 
which  runs  [between  them  and  ue,  and  plunder  and  ravage  this  country 
in  bands  of.  great  number  and  formidable  ftrengthj  carjying  away 
into  flavery  aU7they  can  catch,  and  killing  all  who  refi&them.  This 
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country  therefore,  for  fome  diftance  round  us,  is  very  dangerous  to 
1  travellers,  whofc  only  fafety  lies  in  flight.  Now  it  was  our  misfor- 
tune this  morning  to  get  a  very  bad  horfe,  for  which,  pleafe  Alla 
(ftroking  his  whifkers),  fome  one  fhall  receive  the  baftinado. 
Should  we  meet  with  a  band  of  thofe  Curds,  what  could  we  do  but 
fly  ?  And  if  you,  Frangi,  rode  this  horfe,  and  I  that,  we  could  never 
efcape  :  for  I  doubt  you  could  not  keep  him  up  from  falling  under 
me,  as  I  did  under  you:  I  fhould  therefore  come  down  and  be 
taken — you  would  lofe  your  guide,  and  mifs  your  way,  and  all  of 
us  be  undone.  Befides,"  continued  he,  "  there  are  many  villages  here 
where  people  live,  who,  if  they  only  fufpe&ed  you  were  a  Frank, 
would  follow  and  facrifice  you  if  they  could  to  Mahomet,  and 
where  of  courfe  you  muft  run  for  it" 

As  foon  as  the  interpreter  had  explained  this  to  me,  "  Well," 
continued  the  Tartar,  "  what  does  he  fay  now  to  it?'*  Then  turning 
to  me,  and  tolling  up  his  head — "  Que  dice,  Frangi  ?"* 

"  Why,  I  fay,"  returned  1,  "  that  you  have  fpoken  good  fenfe 
and  found  reafon  ;  and  I  am  obliged  to  you."         •   -  • 

This,  when  interpreted  fully,  operated  tnoft  pleafingly  upon  him ; 
his  features  relaxed  into  a  broad  look  of  fatisfa&ion,  and  he. Aid :— - 
"  I  will  do  every  thing  1  can  to  make  you  eafy  and  contented : 
and  when  I  am  obftinate,  don't  refill— for  be  affiitidci  I  have  reafon 
for  it ;  and  above  all  things  avoid  laughing  in  my  prefence.  But 
we  fhall  reach  Moful  by  and  by,  arid  probably  then  \fre  may  have  no . 
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more  rides/'  For  I  expe&ed  to  get  down  the  river  Tigris  from  Moful 
to  Bagdad,  and  had  told  him  fo,  and  he  encouraged  me  with  the  ex- 
pectation. 

That  night  we  came  to  a  caravanfera  which  lay  at  fome  diftaxvce 
from  a  village.  Here  the  Tartar,  pleafed  with  himfelf  for  the  condutt 
of  the  day,  and  pleafed  with  me  for  my  approbation  of  it,  ordered 
a  moft  admirable  fupper ;  and  not  only,  as  was  very  common  with 
kim,  reje&ed  the  beft  di£h  in  order  to  prefent  it  to  me>  but  alfo  fe- 
lefted  for  me  the  choiceft  bits  of  thofe  upon  the  table.  He  then 
ordered  wine,  obferving  that  the  fatigue  of  a  Government  Meffepger 
demanded  indulgence ;  and  ufmg  a  falvo  of  my  fuggeftion  on  a  for- 
mer occafion,  viz.  that  the  Prophet  would  not  be  offendejd  \^th 
travellers  more  than  with  the  fick  for  taking  it  as  it  were  medici- 
nally* "  \  ; 

We  accordingly  had  wine,  and  admirable  it  was,  though  by  po 
means  equal  to  that  we  drank  at  the  city  of  Diarbeken  >I  took  little 
however,,  and  the  Tartar  was  much  furprifed  at  my  ab^emioirihefs; 
remarking,  that  he  never  faw  a,  Frank  before  that  was  not  a  down- 
right hog  when  he  got  the.  cup  to  his  lips.  My  taking  it  in  finall 
portions,  while  he  drank  it  as  we  do  table  beer,  particularly  aflxuuihed 
him.  Before  he  lay  down  on  his  couch,  he  gave  orders  for  horfes, 
threatening  the  people  with  fevere  caftigation  if  they  gave  bad  ones ; 
holding  up  as  an  example  the  perfon  that  gave  us  the  {tumbling 
borfe  that  day,  who  he  declared  fhould  be  bailinadoed  as  foon  as  he 
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returned,  if  there  was  a  Cadi  within  ten  leagues  of  him  ;  and  I  dare 
to  fay  that  he  kept  his  word  moft  religioufly. 

The  next  morning  we  had  excellent  cattle ;  fear  produced  wonders 
among  them,  and  we  fet  forward  juft  as  the  fun  rofe.  As  we  en- 
tered the  firft  village,  I  was  fomewhat  alarmed  by  perceiving  my 
guide  draw  up  his  horfe — deliberate— mutter  to  himfelf—  and  feem 
rather  uneafy  while  he  viewed  a  crowd  that  was  up  the  ftreet  before 
us  ;  fome  of  whom  I  perceived  to  be  agitated  with  fome  extraordinary 
ihotions  of  the  body,  while  one  man  flood  in  the  middle,  rolling 
his  body  into  a  variety  of  ftrange  contortions. — The  Tartar,  for  a 
minute  or  two,  feemed  to  be  debating  within  himfdf  whether  he 
fhould  proceed  or  turn  about :  at  length  putting  me  on  his  left  hand, 
he  fet  forward  at  full  fpeed,  leaving  the  crowd  oft  his  right,  who, 
feeing  the  rapidity  of  our  pace,  flew  on  one  fide,  and  let  us  pafs. 
We  foon  however  heard  fhouting  behind  us,  and  could  hear  plainly 
the  words  "  Ghiaour!  Frangi  Cucu  !M  and  looking  back,  perceived 
feveral  ragged  men  like  favages  purfuing  us,  lifting  (tones  occafion- 
aHy,  and  calling  them  after  us  with  all  their  might  The  fpeed  of 
our  horfes  at  laft  got  us  Out  of  both  fight  and  hearing ;  and  I  plainly 
perceived,  and  was  for  the  firft  time  convinced,  that  my  guide's  con- 
duit was  diretted  by  found  fenfe,  fpirit,  good  faith,  and  integrity. 
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THE  extraordinary  occurrence  which  I  mentioned  in  my 
laft  letter  required  explanation,  and  my  Tartar  friend  was  not.  back- 
ward in  giving  it ;  for  he  loved  exceedingly  to  hear  himfelf  talk,  and, 
on  any  fubje&  within  the  compafs  of  his  knowledge,  was  fhrewd, 
perfpicuous,  and  even  naturally  eloquent :  he  had  moreover  on  that 
occafion  a£ted  the  part  of  a  fkilful  general j  and  as  £  applauded  his 
prudence  and  addrefs,  he  was  extremely  kind  and  communicative, 
and  gave  me  a  full  account  of  that  affair,  his  motives,  his  deliberations, 
and  the  urgency  of  the  cafe  j  and,  in  fhort,  every  thing  that  could 
elucidate  the  circumftance,  or  aggrandize  his  own  importance.  It 
would  be  a  pity  to  take  it  out  of  his  own  words :  I  {ball  therefore 
relate  them  to  you,  as  I  had  them  through  the  medium  of  our  lan- 
guid, for  they  made  an  impreffion  on  my  memory  not  eafily  to  be 
erafed, 

"  You  muft  know,"  faid  he,  "  that  there  are  fpread  over  the 
face  of  this  great  and  glorious  empire  a  number  of  dervifes  of  dif- 
ferent kinds— holy  men,  who/ renounce  the  enjoyments  and  pleafures 
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of  the  world,  to  converfe  with  Mahomet  and  worfhip  Alia.  Some 
of  thofe  are  very  good  men,  indeed  faints,  and  never  do  any  thing 
bad  ;  preaching  and  praying,  without  hurting  any  thing,  even  a  rat 
or  a  fnake  ;  nay,  they  would  not  hurt  a  Chriftian.  There  are  others 
again,  of  whom  I  have  heard  our  Bafhaws  and  Effendis,  and  even 
the  Maazeen,  declare  that  they  are  forbid  by  the  Koran  ;  and  yet  the 
common  people  (the  lower  fort  you  know  have  no  fenfe)  reverence 
ind  worfhip .  them — they  are  called  Santons  j  live  by  themfelves, 
fometimes  under  ground  like  rabbits,  and  fometimes  in  the  thickets 
and  woods.  They  go  where  they  pleafe,  take  the  beft  feat  in  any 
man's  houfe,  cram  themfelves  with  meat  and  drink,  and  yet  none 
refift  them;  for  fome  will  not,  and  others  dare  not.  Nay,  they 
often  pollute  women  in  the  open  ftreets — and  they  never  fet  their 
eyes  on  a  Chriftian  or  a  Frank,  that  they  will  not  kill,  if  poflible. 
For  my  part,  I  think  that  they  ought  to  be  hanged,  every  one  of 
them  that  had  a  head  to  be  hanged  by — or  rather  flaked — for  no 
punifhment  is  too  great  for  them ;  but  I  dare  not  fay  fo  in  that 
town — if  I  did,  I  fhould  be  ftoned  to  death  by  the  rabble. 

"  As  foon  as  I  perceived  the  crowd,  and  the  rafcals  dancing,  I 
knew  that  they  were  fantons,  and  was  fure  that  they  would  flop  us 
in  order  to  extradt  money  from  us  j  in  which  cafe  they  would  moft 
probably  haf  e  difcovered  you — for  they  have  the  eyes  of  the  devil. 
Nothing  then  could  fave  yx>ur  life  j  the  crowd  would  join  them,  and 
your  brains  would  have  been  beat  out  with  ftones*    I  had  a  mind 
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to  turn  back  and  go  round  the  town,  but  that  might  have  caufed  fu£- 
picion,  and  got  us  perhaps  intercepted  ;  fo  I  determined  to  pufh  by 
them  boldly,  which  I  did,  you  can  teftify,  like  a  brave  man.  You  faw 
enough  yourfelf,  to  convince  you  of  the  danger  you  have  efcaped, 
and  of  my  wifdom  and  valour  ;  let  me  therefore  entreat  you  to  be 
entirely  guided  by  me,  and  above  all  things  avoid  that  accurfed  pro- 
penfity  to  laughter." 

Since  I  firft  formed  the  refolution  of  writing  this  account  of  my 
journey,  I  have  been  at  fome  pains  to  dip  into  the  beft  hiftories  of 
that  country,  and  I  find  that  in  every  inftance  my  Tartar  guide's  infor- 
mation wascorredt.  Thofe  fantons,  as  well  as  other  clafles  of  dervifes 
and  fheihs,  travel  about  the  country  and  levy  contributions  on  the 
inhabitants  :  fome  are  really  what  they  pretend  to  be,  and  are  as 
pure  and  as  pious  as  the  monks  of  the  primitive  Chriftian  church ; 
but  the  fantons  are  monfters,  who  exift  only  by  the  barbarous  cre- 
dulity and  more  than  favage  ignorance  of  the  lower  order  of  the 
people — though  reprobated,  and  indeed  execrated,  by  the  better  fort 
of  Turks.  They  affe&  to  be  dementated  (which  with  the  Maho- 
medans  is  the  greateft  mark  of  fan&ity),  and  under  cover  of  that 
madnefs  commit  every  excefs  and  enormity,  not  merely  with  impu- 
nity, but  with  applaufe.  Such  is  the  melancholy  ftate  of  degradation, 
to  which  the  weight  of  fuperftition's  chains  bends  the  mind  of  man  I 
It  is  not  long  fince  I  had  a  very  pleafing  difcuffion  of  this  extraor- 
dinary fubjed,  with  a  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance,  for  whofe 
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veracity  I  have  gtett  refpedt  Superftition  and  credulity  very  natu- 
rally led  to  a  confideration  of  the  Turidflb,  religion,  jmd  I  exprefled 
iny  {atififa&ion,  that  the  worft  exerefcences  of  the  Christian  fchifins 
could  not  be  compared  with  the  Turkifli  faith  in  their  dervife*.  He 
faid,  that  he  agreed  it  did  not  go  quite  the  length  of  the  fantons  ;  but 
he  related  to  me  a  converfation  between  him  and  a  Roman  catholic, 
not  more  than  twenty-four  miles  from  the  enlightened  city  of 
Dublin>  which  furprifed  me  much. 

"  I  was/'  faid  he,  a  when  a  youth,  very  free  in  cenfuring  .all 
religions,  and  chiefly  Popery  ;  for,  being  bred  among  Roman  catho*- 
lics,  I  had  the  greater  opportunity  of  feeing  their  abfurdities,  which 
I  treafured  up  as  fo  much  gain,  without  ever  taking  into  account 
their  many  virtues,  of  which  they  have  their  fhare.     One  day  I  was 

on  a  party  of  pleafure,  at  a  place  called ,  and  in  prefence 

of  a  poor  country  fellow  ridiculed  the  priefthood,  attributing  to  diem 
many  vices,  and  particularly  fornication  and  adultery.  The  man 
refifted  me,  and  declared  it  was  impoffible.  Then  I  fuppofe, 
faid  I,  if  a  prieft  and  a  woman  were  locked  up  in  a  room  together 
for  a  year,  and  the  woman  in  a  week  after  coming  forth  was  brought . 
to  bed  of  a  child,  you  would  not  believe  it  to  be  the  prieft's.  No, 
faid  he,  I  would  not.  Then  how  came  the  child?  I  don't  know, 
replied  he — any  way  but  by  him.  In  fhort,  he  would  believe  it 
felf-impregnation,  or  preternatural  vifitation,  rather  than  allow  a 
prieft  to  be  capable  of  fornication." 
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"  But,"  faid  I,  u  you  fuppofed  a  cafe— if  the  fellow  was  flirewd 
enough  to  fay,  no  fuch  cafe  could  at  all  happen,  he  would  have  put 
you  down  ;  that  was  what  he  meant,  though  he  knew  not  how  to 
go  about  expreffing  it." 

The  difficulties  and  hazards  of  the  journey,  which  feemed  to 
thicken  upon  us  as  we  advanced,  made  me  pant  for  a  fpeedy  conclu- 
fion  to  it ;  and  the  adventure  of  the  laft  day  opened  more  clearly  to 
my  view  the  dangers  we  had  to  encounter,  which  were  ftill  likely  to 
increafe  as  we  got  to  the  eaftward  and  fouthward,  where  the  fury  of 
bigotry  raged  without  remorie  ;  where  the  greater  diftance  from  the 
feat  of  government  made  the  populace  more  lawlefs,  and  the  magi- 
ftrate  more  corrupt  and  tyrannical  j  where  the  total  feclufion  from 
all  well  ordered  fociety  rendered  the  manners  barbarous  ;  where 
ftrangers  were  feldom  feen,  and  when  feen  fleeced  and  perfe- 
cuted ;  and  where  particularly,  I  had  reafon  to  believe,  fcarcely  any 
EnglMhman  had  ever  let  his  foot ;  and  above  all,  where  the  very 
winds  that  blew  were  charged  with  deftru&ion,  and  carried  iaftant 
death  upon  their  wings.  I  therefore  earneftly  longed  to  reach 
Moful,  where  the  probability  was,  I  fhould  get  at  leaft  the  more 
comfortable  and  commodious  conveyance  of  water  carriage,  and 
where  I  might  refrelh  myfelf  completely,  after  the  fatigues  of  fo 
many  days  journey  ;  and,  if  there  was  occafion,  claim  a  guard  and 
protection,  having  along  with  me  a  letter  to  the  Bafhaw,  which  I 
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might  withhold  or  deliver,  juft  as  bell  fuited  my  inclination  or  con- 
venience. 

I  could  not  help  viewing  with  a  fad  and  melancholy  eye  my 
prefent  ftate ;  wandering,  I  may  fay  alone,  unaccommodated  and 
wretched,  through  an  inhofpitable  region,  and  more  inhofpitable 
people  ;  where  danger  befet  me  in  a  thoufand  forms,  and  every  ftep 
I  took,  I  took  in  hazard  of  my  life  ;  and  comparing  it  with  thofe 
fcenes  of  opulence  and  comfort  which  I  had  once  experienced, 
where  every  lawful  wifh  met  with  its  accompliftiment ;  where  every 
neceflity  was  fupplied,  and  every  difficulty  obviated  ;  where  tender 
love  and  attachment  anticipated  every  defire,  and  foothed  every  care ; 
where  the  mutual  endearments  and  reciprocal  accommodations  of 
tender  relatives,  wife,  children,  faithful  friends,  and  kindly  intimates 
gave  a  zeft  to  life,  made  me  feel  that  my  exiftence  was  of  intereft  to 
others  as  well  as  to  myfelf,  and  communicated  a  confcious  importance 
which  the  ifolated,  folitary,  felfifh  man  can  never  feel :  I  could  not 
help  looking  back  with  grief  and  mortification,  to  think  that  I  once 
poflefled  thofe  bleffings,  and  fhould  perhaps  poflefs  them  no  more  ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  might  perifh  unknown,  unheeded,  and  unla- 
mented,  in  an  unknown  corner  of  the  wilds  of  an  unknown  hoftile 
country,  without  one  friend  to  folace  or  to  cheer  me,  or  tell  to  thofe 
who  loved  or  took  ihare  in  my  concerns,  the  place  where  I  lay,  or 
the  particulars  of  my  fate, 
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Nor  in  this  difroal  train  of  refle&ions  wa$  Aleppo  forgotten. 
It  made  the  great  conneding  link  between  my  farther  happiaeft  *&4 
prefent  inifery  j  it  was,  as  it  were,  the  door  through  which  I  pafled 
when  I  took  my  kft  farewell  of  comfort :  when  it  clofed  and  (hut 
me  out,  the  profpe&  was  indeed  gloomy ;  nor  did  I  after  feel  one 
happy  fenfation,  unlefs  the  convulfive  tranfports  of  a  laugh,  and  the 
boifterous  fleeting  mirth  arifing  from  the  fingularities  of  my  guide, 
which,  as  the  fijrge  raifed  by  the  tempeft  above  its  proper  height 
lifts  up  the  fluttered  bark  only  to  cad  it  on  the  beach  and  leave  it 
Shipwrecked,  elevated  my  fpirits  for  the  moment  beyond  their  proper 
pitch,  to  retire  quickly,  and  leave  them  in  the  horrors  of  ten  times 
deeper  melancholy. 

Perceiving  how  much  caft  down  I  was,  my  friendly  Tartar  began 
to  rally  me :  "  Jimmel,"  faid  he,  "  the  Santons  have  frightened 
you: — but  don't  be  afraid— Hassan  Artaz  is  no  boy:  he  can 
bring  you  through  greater  difficulties  than  thofe,  fhould  they  befall 
us." 

"  But  how  comes  it,"  laid  I,  "  Haflan,  that  you,  who  have  fo 
much  power  at  the  caravanfenfe,  have  not  power  to  refill  thofe 
raieally  Santons,  or  the  mobs  of  a  village  ?" 

"  Why,  as  to  the  mob,"  faid  he,  «  if  I  was  by  myfelf,  or  had 
«nly  a  true  Believer  with  me,  I  would  make  them  £y  before  me  like 
the  duft  before  the  wind*  As  to  the  Santons,  no  one  can  refift  them  : 
the  Great,  who  hate  them,  are  obliged  to  fhew  them  refpeft :  and  the 
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Bafhaw  of  Aleppo,  nay  the  Commander  of  the  Faithful  himfelf,  could 
not  fare  you,  if  one  of  them  called  on  the  mob  to  ftone  you,  or 
tear  you  to  pieces.  However,  be  of  good  cheer ;  for,  pleafe  All  A,  I 
will  deliver  you  fafe  and  found  to  the  Coja  at  Bagdad  :  befides,  we 
ihall  very  foon  be  at  Moful,  from  whence  we  will  go  down  by  water, 
which  will  be  very  pleafant :  and  the  chief  danger  then  yj ill  be  in 
fair  fighting,  which  is  better  than  being  cut  off  by  Santons. — Should 
there  be  occafion,"  faid  he,  looking  moft  ferocioufly  and  brandifhing 
his  whip — "  fliould  we  be  attacked  by  Curds  or  Robbers,  you  fhalt 
fee— you  fhali  fee,  Jimmel— Oh  !  holy  Prophet,  how  I'll  fight  l" 
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It  was  early  in  the  evening  when  the  pointed  turrets 
©f  the  city  of  Moful  opened  on  otr  view,  arid  communicated  no 
very  unpleafant  fenfations  to  my  heart.  1  found  myfelf  on  fcrip- 
ture  ground ;  and  could  not  help  feeling  fome  portion  of  the  pride 
of  the  traveller,  when  I  reflected  that  I  was  now  within  fight  of 
Nineveh,  renowned  in  holy  writ. — The  city  is  feated  in  a  very 
barren  fandy  plain,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Tigris,  embellifhed 
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with  the  united  gifts  of  Pomona,  Ceres,  apd  Flora.  The  external 
view  of  the  town  is  much  in  its  favour,  being  encompaffed  with 
ftately  walls  of  folid  ftone,  over  which  the  fteeplefi  or  minarets,  of  other 
lofty  buildings  are  feen  with  increafed  effe&.  Here  I  firft  few  a 
large  caravan  encamped,  halting  on  its  march  from  the  Gulph  of 
Perfia  to  Armenia;  and  it  certainly  made  a  mod  noble  appearance,, 
filling  the  eye  with  a  multitude  of  grand  obje&s,  all  uniting  to  form 
one  magnificent  whole. 

But  though  the  outfide  be  fo  beautiful,  the  infide  is  moft  deteftable : 
the  heat  is  fo  intenfe,  that  in  the  middle  of  the  day  there  is  no  ftir- 
ring  out ;  and  even  at  night  the  walls  of  the  houfes  are  fo  heated  by 
the  day's  fun,  as  to  produce  a  difagreeable  heat  to  the  body  at  a  foot 
or  even  a  yard  diftance  from  them.  However,  I  entered  it  with  fpirits, 
becaufe  I  confidered  it  as  the  laft  ftage  of  the  worft  part  of  my  pil- 
grimage. But,  alas!  I  was  difappointed  in  my  expe&ation  ;  for  the 
Tigris  was  dried  up  by  the  intenfity  of  the  heat,  and  an  unufually 
long  drought ;  and  I  was  obliged  to  take  the  matter  with  a  patient 
fhrug,  and  accommodate  my  mind  to  a  journey  onhorfeback,  which, 
though  not  fo  long  as  that  I  had  already  made,  was  likely  to  be 
equally  dangerous,  and  which  therefore  demanded  a  full  exertion 
of  fortitude  and  refolution. — There  are  a  thoufand  latent  energies  in 
every  man,  which  only  want  the  powerful  voice  of  neceffity  to  c^l 
them  out :  and  now  drawn  to  the  top  of  my  bent,  I  prepared  my 
mind  to  fet  out  in  the  morning,  with  as  much  cheerfulnefs  as  if  the 
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hope»«f  water  catting*  t«  Bagdad  bad  titvtt  otice  dccuntd  to  my 

It  was  ftill  the  Met  feafoa  of  th«  year,  and  we  wait  to  travel 
through  that  countfy,  over  which  the  horrid  wind  I  have  before 
mentioned  fweeps  ks  confuming  Wafts :  it  is  called  by  the  Turk* 
Sarnie!,  is  mentioned  by  holy  Job  under  the  name  of  the  Eaft  Wind, 
and  extends  its  ravages  all  the  way  from  the  extreme  end  of  the 
Gulph  of  Cambaya  up  to  Moful  j  it  carries  along  with  it  fleake  of 
fire,  like  threads  of  filk ;  inftantly  ftrikes  dead  thofc  that  bieathe 
it,  and  confumes  them  inwardly  to  afhes;  the  flefli  foon  becoming; 
black  as  a  coal,  and  dropping  off  from  the  bones*  Philofophers  con~ 
fider  it  a*  a  kind  of  ele&ric  fire,  proceeding  from  the  fulphureous 
or  nitrous  exhalations  which  are  kindled  by  the  agitation  of  the 
winds.  The  only  pofiible  means  of  efcape  from  its  fatal  effe&s,  is 
to  fall  fiat  on  the  ground,  and  thereby  prevent  the  drawing  it  in : 
to  do  this,  however,  it  is  neceflary  firft  to  fee  it,  which  is  not  always 
practicable. 

But  befides  this,  the  ordinary  heat  of  tjie  climate  is  extremely 
dangerous  to  the  blood  and  lungs,  and  even  to  the  fkin,  which  it 
blifte,rs  and  peels  away  from  the  flefli,  affe&ing  the  eyes  fo  much, 
that  travellers  are  obliged  to  wear  a  tranfparent  covering  over  them 
t^  keep  the  heat  off. 

That  night,  Haflan  faid,  that  as  we  muft  proceed   to  Bagdad 

on  horfeback,  he  would  flay  the  next  at  Moful  to  refrelh  us ;  which 
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I  objected  to :  he  then  fpoke  of  the  fucceeding  part  df  the  journey 
as  a  thing  of  nothing  :  we  had  already  come  near  nine  hundred 
miles,  and  had  not  above  five  to  go :  befides,  as  the  weather  was 
warmer,  we  would  travel  more  in  the  night,  and  lie-by  in  the  day- 
time, in  places  with  which  he  was  well  acquainted. 

In  fliort,  the  poor  fellow  feemed  to  take  an  intereft  in  toy  fafety, 
and  to  wifh  to  alleviate  the  pains  of  my  mind ;  and  he  always  con- 
cluded with  a  remonftrance  againft  laughing,  which  from  frequently 
hearing  I  now  underftood  even  in  his  own  language*— *w  Don't 
laugh,  Jimmelj  don't  laugh,"  he  would  fay  with  great?  folemnity,— 
By  the  bye,  I  obferved,  that  when  he  was  well  difpoied  to  me,  ht 
always  called  me  Jimmel  (a  name  which  I  prefume  he  conftrudted, 
with  my  fervant's  affiftance,  from  the  refemblance  of  found  between 
Campbel  and  Camel,  Jimmel  being  the  Turkiih  for  that  animal); 
and  when  angry,  he  called  me  Frangi,  with  all  its  gradations  of 
Turkifh  abufe,  Dumus,  Cucu,  &c. 

That  evening,  as  we  fat  in  the  caravanfera,  a  man  entered  and 
fpoke  to  Haflan,  who  feemed  to  pay  great  attention  to  what  he  was 
faying.  He  was  a  well  made  man — below  the  middle  fixe — and  had 
that  kind  of  countenance  which  befpeaks  fhrewdnefs,  ingenuity, 
and  mirth.  At  length  he  retired  ;  and  foon  after  Haflan  bid  us  rife 
and  follow  him :  he  went  into  a  fort  of  public  room,  where  a  num- 
ber of  people  were  colleded,  fitting  as  is  the  cuftom  in  cofFee-houfes 
on  low  Hook.    Haflan  pointed  to  me  to  fit  down,  which  I  did  2 
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then  placing  the  Interpreter  near  us,  he  (at  himfelf ;  and  ftraight  I 
perceived  the  little  man,  who  had  juft  been  fpeaking  to  him,  ftep 
forth  from  the  crowd  and  begin  to  pronounce  a  fort  of  prologue, 
which  I  neither  underftood  nor  wifhed  to  underftand  :  it  appeared 
from  his  cadences  to  be  metrical,  and  feemed,  by  the  little  im- 
preflion  it  made  on  his  auditors,  to  have  nothing  particular  to 
recommend  it.  At  length,  however,  he  paufed,  and,  hemming 
feveral  times  to  clear  his  pipes,  began  again  to  hold  forth.  "He 
is  going  to  tell  a  ftory,"  faid  the  Interpreter.  The  attention  of  all 
was  fixed  upon  him,  and  he  proceeded  with  a  modulation  of  tones, 
a  variety  of  a&ion,  and  an  energy  of  expreffion,  that  I  think  I  have 
never  heard  or  feen  excelled:  his  a&ion  indeed  was  Angularly 
admirable ;  and  I  could  perceive  that  he  was  occafionally  fpeaking 
in  the  tones  of  a  man  and  a  woman ;  in  which  latter  character  he 
gave  a  pidkure  of  whining  ludicrous  diftrefs,  that  moved  the  rifible 
mufcles  of  all  the  company.  I  looked  at  Haflan,  and  he  was  grin- 
ning as  merrily  as  could  any  monkey  or  Frank  in  Afia.  The  Lin- 
guift  occafionally  interpreted  what  the  ftory- teller  was  faying  ;  and 
1  foon  began  to  fufpeft  that  it  was  a  ftory  I  had  more  than  once  read 
in  the  Arabian  Nights,  though  altered,  and  in  fome  meafure  drama- 
tized by  the  fpeaker.  I  looked  feveral  times  archly  at  HafTan,  and 
he  returned  my  glance,  as  much  as  to  fay,  You  fee  I  don't  laugh  at 
all  this.  At  length,  however,  the  orator  came  to  a  part  where  he 
was  to  mimic  a  poor  little  hunch-back  (for  I  now  difcovered  it  to 
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be  the  ftory  of  little  Hunch-back)  choking  with  a  bone  *  he  threw 
tip  his  back  ;  fqueezed,  till  all  the  blood  in  his  body  feemjed  colle&ed 
in  his  face,  his  eyes  rolled  in  their  fockets,  his  knees  knocked*  he 
twifted  and  folded  his  body,  putting  his  fore-finger  and  thumb  into 
his  throat,  and  pulling  with  all  his  might,  as  if  to  pull  fomething  put ; 
at  length  he  grew  weaker,  ftretched  his  arms  down,  and  his  finger* 
back,  like  thofe  of  a  perfon  ftrangling — kicked*  fell,  quivered,  and 
died,  -   It  is  impoffible  for  any  defcription  to  do  juftice  to  the  perfec- 
tion of  his  a&ing ;  and  what  rendered  it  the  more  extraordinary  was* 
that  though  it  was  a  fcene  of  death,  and  well  a£ted  death,  he  conti- 
nued .to  render  it  fo  ludicrous  in  circumftances,  as  .to  fufpend  the 
audience  between  a  laugh  and  cry.     They  did  not  remain  long  fo  ; 
for  he  fuddenly  bounced  up,  and  began  the  moll  doleful  lamentation 
of  a  woman,  and  exhibited  fuch  a  fcene  of  burlefque  diftrefs  as  I 
never  witneffed.     All  burft  out  in  torrents  of  laughter,  Hafian  as 
well  as  the  reft — I  alone  remained  purpofely  ferious  j  and  the  orator, 
according  to  cuftom,   broke  off  in  the    middle    of  an   interefting 
fcene. 

When  we  returned  to  the  caravanfera,  I  rallied  the  Tartar  on  the 
fcore  of  his  laughter :  he  growled,  and  faid,  "  Who  could  avoid  it  I 
Why  did  not  you  laugh  as  you  were  wont  ?" — "  Becaufe,"  faid  I, "  he 
did  not  aft  as  comically  as  you." — "  No,"  returned  he,  "  but  becaufe 
Franks  and  monkies  only  laugh  for  mifchief,  and  where  they  ought 
not  No,  Jimmel,  you  will  never  fee  me  laugh  at  mifchief." — "What," 

faid 


(      130     ) 

laid  I,  "  not  at  a  poor  man's  being  choked  to  death !" — u  Nay," 
faid  he,  "  I  feldom  laugh,  yet  I  could  not  avoid  it  then."  That 
very  hour,  however,  a  puppet-fliow  wa3  exhibited  in  the  fame  room, 
and  my  grave  guide  laughed  till  the  tears  ran  down  his  cheeks,  and 
his  voice  funk  into  a  whining  treble.  Karagbufe  was  certainly 
extravagantly  comical,  though  filthy ;  and  frightened  a  Cadi  with 
a  whole  troop  of  Janiflaries,  by  letting  fly  at  them  a  fliot  or  two — 
a  parte  poji 

The  next  day  we  fet  out  well  mounted,  and  pufhed  on  with 
renovated  fpirits  towards  Bagdad,  Haffan  could  no  more  have  the 
aflurance  to  cenfure  laughing ;  and,  as  I  was  little  difpofed  to  do  it 
in  time  of  danger,  we  were  likely  to  agree  well.  In  fhoit,  we  began 
to  like  one  another's  company ;  and  if  I  brought  him  to  be  a  greater 
laugher  than  he  ufed  to  be,  he  gave  himfelf  the  credit  of  having 
made  me  much  more  ferious  than  I  had  been  before — I  profited  by 
his  inftrudtion6. 

It  would  be  an  effort  as  idle  and  fruitlefs  on  my  part,  as  unenter- 
taining  and  uninterefting  on  yours,  to  attempt  to  give  you  a  regular 
detail  of  our  progrefs  from  Moful  to  Bagdad;  the  fame  general 
cautions  were  obferved,  with  the  lame  occafioaal  relaxations.  Hat 
fan  flill  continued  to  treat  me  with  a  repetition  of  himfelf  and  his 
horfe,  his  own  feats  and  his  horfe's  feats ;  to  be  filent  when  ill- 
tempered,  and  loquacious  when  gay ;  to  flog  the  attendants  at  the 
caravanferas  ;  order  the  beft  horfes,  and  eat  the  beft  victuals,  and  to 
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give  me  the  beft  of  both ;  and  finally,  we  had  our  Mings  out  and 
fallings  in  again :  but  I  had  not  the  mortification  of  feeing  any  more 
women  tied  in  facks  on  horfes'  backs,  and  excoriated  with  a  ride  of 
fifty  miles  a  day. 

As  we  rode  along  we  overtook  feveral  times  ftraggling  calenders* 
a  kind  of  Mahomedan  monks,  who  profefs  poverty  and  great  fane* 
tity;  they  were  dreficd  all  in  rags,  covered  with  filth,  carried  a 
gourd,  by  way  of  bottle,  for  water — I  prefume  fometimes  for  wine 
too — and  bore  in  their  hands  a  long  pole  decorated  with  rags,  and 
pieces  of  cloth  of  various  colours.  They  are.  fupppfed  by  the  vulgar 
to  have  fupernatural  powers :  but  Haflan,  whofeented  to  have  caught 
all  his  ideas  from  his  betters,  exprefijbd  no  fort  of  opinion  of  them ; 
\zfalamd  to  them,  and  gave  them  money,  however.  It  was  extra- 
ordinary enough,  that  they  were  all  in  one  ftory — all  were  going  on 
a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca—  or,  as  they  call  it,  Hadje. 

As  foon  as  ever  we  got  out  of  their  fight  and  hearing,  Haflan  (hook 
his  head,  and  repeated  "  Hadje,  Hadje  f  feveral  times  doubtingly, 
and  grinned,  as  he  was  accuftomed  to  do  when  he  was  difpleafed,  with- 
out being  able  to  manifeft  anger.  "  Hadje  !"  he  would  cry,  u  Hadje, 
Hadje!9'  I  afked  him  what  he  meant;  and  he  faid,  that  thefe  fellows 
were  no  more  going  to  Mecca  than  I  was.  "  I  have  a  thoufand  and  a 
thoufand  times,"  faid  he,  Ci  met  callenders  on  the  road,  and  always 
found  them  facing  towards  Mecca.  If  I  am  going  fouthward,  I  always 
overtake  them  ;  if  northward,  I  meet  them;  and* all  the  time  they  are 
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going  wherever  their  bufinefs  carries  them.  I  overtook,"  continued 
he,  "  one  of  them  one  day,  and  I  gave  him  alms  and  pafled  him  by ; 
he  was  coming,  he  faid,  after  me,  towards  Mecca :  but  I  halted  or* 
purpofe  for  a  day,  and  he  never  pafled  j  and  a  merthant  arriving  at 
the  fame  caravanfera  informed  me,  he  had  met  the  very  fame  fellow 
four  leagues  farther  northward  ;  who  had  anfwered  him  with  the 
fame  ftory,  and  ftill  had  his  face  turned  towards  the  fouth." 

Fifty  years  ago,  no  man  in  Turkey  would  have  dared  to  hold  this 
language ;  but  every  day's  experience  evinces  that  the  light  of  reafon 
fpreads  its  Ays  faft  through  the  world— evea  through  Turkey ;  and 
furnifhes  a  well  founded  hope,  that  in  another  half  century  every 
monkifh  impoftor  (I  mean  real  impoftors),  whether  they  be  Maho- 
medan  monks,  or  Chriftian  monks,  will  be  chafed  from  fociety,  and 
forced  to  apply  to  honeft  means  for  fubfiftence. 
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J\stkk}  pafluig  through  an  immepte  traft  of  country, 
diftingutfhed  by  nothing  that  could  fcrve  even  as  a  circumftance 
to  mark  and  remember  our  daily,  journeys,  but  which  I  otyerved 
to  grow  manifestly  worfe,  both  in  foil  and  climate,  as  we  proceeded 
Southward  i  we  came  in  fight  of  the  famous  city  of  Bagdad,  on 
the  feventh  day  from, that  on  which  we  left  Moful,  and  on  the 
eighteenth  from  that  of  my  departure  from  Aleppo ;  in  which 
eighteen  days  we  had  rode  fourteen  hundred  miles,  partly  through 
a  route  which  no  European,  I  have  reafon  to  believe,  ever  took 
before. 

On  entering  the  city,  I  defired  my  guide  to  conduct  me  to  the 
houfe  of  a  Merchant,  to  whom  I  had  got  letters  of  credit  and  intro- 
duction.   He  took  me  accordingly  through  the  windings  of  feveral 
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ftrects,  and  at  laft  flopped  atTEe  '3ooTrtTah  Armem5fTMercHanT7 or 
Co/a j  where  he  made  me  alight,  and  come  in.    I  was  received  with 
great  politenefs  ;  and,  on  producing  my  letter,  found  that  he  was 
not  the  perfon  to  whom  it  was  directed :  I  accordingly  made  a 
fuitable  apology,   and  was  for  retiring:  to  find  the  houfe  of  the 
propel -perfon,    fcr^Meh-purpote  the^Armenk»ioff*ed  i%e  a 
fervant,  when,  to  my  great  aftonifliment,  my  Tartar  interfered ; 
{aid  that  it  was  to  this  Merchant  he  brought  all  his  goods,  and 
that  I  mufl  remain  where  I  was;,  at, the  fem^  time  ordering  the 
Armenian,  in  a  peremptory  tone,  to  take  charge  of  me,  and  ufe 
me  well.     It  was  in  vain  that  the  Armenian  endeavoured  to  ex- 
plain to  him  the  nature  of  the  bufinefs,  and  that  I  infifted  I  muft 
go  to  the  other  Merchant— ll A* san  was1  peremptory  i  and  de- 
clared that  F  fliould  hot/   It*  was  fo  extrertidly  "ouirl  and*  ridittH 
lous,  that  I  .cdtiidiffot  be*  angry-;  -and  thi  good  -Artoenimi-uhtfiri^ 
his  voice-  with  that'  of  thfe  Tartar,'  and <cnit&?nig  rhc'ifo-fwoui 
him' with  my  compahy,  I  acWiefded,-and4ind<ied  remahi^d'in  his 
houfe  all  thtf  time  Iwas  at  Bagdad:  *}  ThisTPas  pixx>f-pbfitive,  if 
any  oth£r  thai*  I  already  had  was  wanting,  that  he  confidered1  me 
'merely  as  a  pietfe  of  merchandife,  which  he  Was  bound'  (kccor&ng 
to  the  language  6f  Merchants)  to  deliver  in  good  order  anxj  con- 
dition. .  r  -    -         - 
I  had  undertaken,  before  leaving  Aleppa,  to  give  the  guide,  if 
he  a&ed  conformably  to  my  wifties,   and  bihaved  well,  twenty 
pounds  over  and  above  the  hundred  provided  by  the  agreement :  1 
1                                                  *     ■  therefore 


therefore  fent  for  him,  to  fettle  finally,  arid  part.  He  had  hear£ 
that  1  was  a  perfon  different  from  what  he 'had  ftppofed  me  to  be  ? 
but  it  did  not  After  his  conduct,  as  mi&lit  be  expected,  or  make 
hirfi  ftoop«  to  crmgpftg;  heilill  <fpbke  with' the  fame  >honeiQv  bald 
fetoifetrity ;  ted-  when*  I  gaV*  him  the  pftttaif^d  tvtattj?  pouddsi 
hd  rieVer  hinted,-  cringed  f<ft\  &i  «ven  locked  as  if.  he*  fcjfpe&ctf 
more  :  but  when  we  came  to  part,  thi  feelings  he  (Hfdofedv  *s&l 
<hofe  I  myfelf  felt*  convinteA  ofte,  that  Mart  i^not  rikturaUy  thaft 
brute  which  prejudice  has  -made  him  ;  and;  wKeiUeftto?its<avtt* 
Operations,  the  frun&n  heart*  Retold  be  uniformly  kindly*  affe&ion* 
ate,  and  fympathetic :  diepodr,  rfeugh,unpolUhedTUFkv  betrayed 
dieftroi>geftmafks<of^nllbaity,  and  I  myiSlf  once  more  iek  the 
frrieafmefe  of  parting,  -   -''•.:>*-'".     v  ; .  j  :    ;::  -.  *;  -  ; .; 

1  thtnk  this  is  the  proper* :  place  to  giv*  lytto  toy:  tipinbn;*  of  the 
Turks,  while  the  recolledion  of  honeft  Hass^aw  is/frefit  i©  my 
itthid ;  and  t  caitfMJt  <k  it  beftferthkh  by  quoting  die  wards  of  arf 
excellent  French  Writer .      '    I:"     -        .:;...-;  _:J  ••-,  ^s 

"  TheTufks  (fay&M.4u  Loi*)  ^re  riat«riilly;a:g«)Adcf*edplef 
*'  Which  is  noi  ^obe^afcribed  to  the  climate';:  fcrtJW>fiiieeksbarn[ 
•V  id  the  tae^itafctehajte  very  different  difpofitifidk,  ^knd;  retakt 
u  ctely  the  ba£<|\*alifie#df 4heir  anceftory,  Vii.  tWguqryv  taachstyi 
*>  an!  vanity;  The  TWks,  on  the  cpntrafy,  pririkg  thebifelvea 
*  on.  their  ittre^ityaffd-modefl'y,  are'diftitfgi&Ked  in igjsnerai  bp 
^>an  Qpen,  ingenuous  Simplicity  of  toanaersi  xttufoieri  only  ex* 
'-'->         •■•  "cepted, 
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*  cejited^whb,  in.Tufckey,  as  every  where  elfe,  are  the  (lave*  of 

*  .rimbition  and  avarifcc/* 

Theaiame  of  Bagdad  has  been  fe  renowned  in  Eaftern  ftory, 
and 'is  the  fcene  of  ibmany  of  thofc  bewitching  tale^  which  \vre 
find  iranflated,  or  pretended  to  be  tranflated,  from  the  Arabic  and 
Pcrfian,  that  I  felt  great  pleasure  in  feeing  it,  and  'conceived  my- 
felf  tQ  he  at  the  very  fountain-head  of  marvellous  adventure  and 
floma^ce.  Fraught  with"  this  idea,  I  was  impatiept  to  go  forth 
into  the  town;  and  nottoithflanding  the  weather;  was  beyond  con- 
ception hot,  I  paraded  a  number  of  ftreets:  but  never  did  I,  in 
the  courfe  of  my  life,  fee  a  place  fo  calculated  to  bely  the  opinion 
one  would  form  of  it  from  the  Eafteru  tales.  It  appeared  to  me 
to  be  among  the  moft  difagreeable  cities  of  the  world,  and  has  na 
one  circnmftance  that  I  could  difcover  to  recommend  it :  th$  heat 
is.fo  greats  that  in  the  Summer-time,  the  inhabitants  are  forced  to1 
keep  their  markets  in  the  night,  and  to  lie  all  night  in  the  open 

air  on  the  terraces  of  their  houfes 

/  The  Armenian  with  whom  I  refided>  did  every,  Hhing  in-  hi6 
power  to  render  the  place  agreeable  to  me ;  and  1  (hall  always  re- 
tain a  lively  fenfe  of  his  goodnefs  and  hofpitality :  he  was  not  only" 
generous  and  polite,  but  well  informed,  and  plealirig  in  converfa- 
tion.  Itookoccafionto  exprefs  to  him  the  diiappointment  I  fete 
at  finding  Bagdad  (b  very  different  from  what  I  expe&ed ;  anA 
told  him  that  I  had,  when  a  youth>  learned  to  think  highly  of  it* 

or. 


or  rather  romantically,  from  reading  Eaftern  tales.  This  led  to  xr 
converfation  on  the  Arabian  Nights  Entertainments,  a  copy  of 
which  he  had  in  the  Arabic,  and  produced  it  :  he  then  fhewed 
me,  with  great  triumph,  a  French  tranflation  of  them,  printed  at 
Paris,  which  he  had  read,  and  declared  that  the  tranflation  was 
nothing  at  all  in  comparifbn  with  the  original.  I  believe  he  was. 
well  qualified  to  judge,  for  he  was  a  pcrfed  matter  of  the  French , 
language. 

We  talked  of  the  Eaftern  tale  of  the  Glafs  Man,  who,  in  a  re- 
verie, increafes  his  ftock  till  he  gets  (b  rich  as,  in  imagination,  to 
marry  the  Cadi's  daughter,  &c.  &c.  and  in  kicking  his  wife,  kicks 
all  his  glades  about,  and  deftroys  the  whole  of  his  vifionary  for- 
tune. I  praifed  the  humour  of  it  much — "  Sir,"  faid  he,  u  there  k 
nothing  in  it  that  may  not  be  experienced  frequently  in  a6hial  life  : 
thofe  waking  dreams  are  the  ufual  concomitants  of  opium :  a  man 
who  has  accuftomed  himfelf  to  the  pernicious  praftice  of  eating 
opium,  is  conftantly  fubjett  to  them.  I  have,  in  the  courfe  of  my 
time,  found  a  thoufand  of  thofe  dreamers  holding  forth  in  the  pie- 
nitude  of  imaginary  power,  I  have  feen  a  common  porter  become 
Cadi,  and  order  the  baftinado.  I  have  feen  a  wretched  tailor  raifed 
by  the  effects  of  opium  to  the  office  of  Aga  of  the  Janiflaries,  de- 
pofing  the  Sultan,  and  ordering  the  bow-ftring  to  all  about  hint*. 
I  have  feen  feme  indulging  in  the  blandifhments  of  love  with  Prin- 
ceffes,  and  others  wallowing  in  the  wealth  of  Golconda.  But  the 
snoft  extraordinary  vifionary  of  this  kind  I  ever  met  with,  was  one 
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who  imagined  himfeif  tjaaiUted  to  Fw &&&%  Qfreqtw!  to  M*l&&iGfe 
And  fitting  by  the  fide  of.  that  proph&B.  afg^i^g  rwrfb  hi^a  in  <&e-i 
fence  of  the  iifepfiiyj*  £nd  Qpi»fflk:  £^argup&  ffioft  #igfl&k>J*fly# 
lift«MdiiiQlcaM  to  thefiip^fr4:arg^«ifii;^  pf  h«  «ivcyfw;yt  f%a- 
fweredthfero#  replied,  rejittAftd,  »nd  ifcl}  argued  pnH-tiU,  grqiv&g 
at  lafl:  angry,  he  fwore  that  he  was  9ft  a  g«wd  ^  prpife^t  .  jis  h*Q&  #4 
not  care  a  fig  for  hioo,  and  caJlad.frtm  ft»l  «fl£;faife  ^Qphet  A 
Turk  who  was  prefent,  in  the  fulnefs  of  his  zeal,  laid  a  iliefc  ygry 
h#r»ly  aero&  his  ihouldejrs,  %nd  put  aa  end  to^e  yifioi? :  §1$  ne- 
ver did  I  fee  a  wretch  fo  abjeft,  fo  forlorn,  or  fo  mifejq^y  ,4efp<?ft$l- 
ing ;  he  put  his  forehead  to  the  grouijd,  which  jbie  w$t  with  l^s 
tears,  crying,  Mercy,  Mahomet !  *9<ercy,  Ijqly  Ptophet4.  rpercy, 
Alia !— nor  could  he  fipd  relief  (foc;h  is  the  ruin  of  opiprn)  tijll  he  got 
a  freih  fupply  of  it  in  his  mouth,  which  loon  g?ve  him  a  temporary 
j-efpite  from  the  horrors  of  his  fituation." 

Unqueftionably,  Bagdad  was  once  a  great  city,  of  flourishing 
commerce ;  but  the  Sultan  Amurath  the  Fourth,  when  he  made 
liimfelf  mailer  of  it,  put  the  richeft  Merchants  fettled  there  to 
«leath  ;  and  it  has  ever  fince  gradually  declined.  About  two  (feys 
jounjey  from  it,  lie  the  ruins  of  the  once  famous  city  of  Bahylorv 
I  was  much  difpofed  to  go  to  fee  it,  and  thence  drop  dawn  the 
Euphrates  to  BafTora :  but  my  Armenian  hoft  told  me  there  was 
nothing  in  it  to  recompenfe  a  perfon  for  half  the  trouble ;  for,  qf 
that  magnificent  city,  which  was  fixty  miles  in  circumference* 
which  was  eneompafled  with  walls  eighty-feven  feet  in  thickne% 
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and  three  hundred  and  fifty  in  height,  liothing  was to  he  feeh  hut 
the  bare  foundations  of  fome  great  edifices*  The  ToWer  of  Belus* 
and  the  Palace  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  lie  with  the  reft  intadiftta* 
guifhed  ruin.  The  greateft  curiofities*  then,  were,  in  the .  firff 
place,  the  ruins  of  a  building  faid  to  be  the  famed  Tourer  of  Babeft 
which  appeared  to  have  been  half  a  league  in  compafs;  andthrre- 
mains  of  a  vaft  bridge  over  the  Euphrates,  where  it  is  half  a  league 
broad. 

I  was  not  more  anxious  to  arrive  at  the  city  of  Bagdad  thin  I 
was  to  leave  it ; ,  and  having  written  letters,  and  put  them  ip  *  way 
of  being  forwarded  to  Europe,  I  took  leave  of  my  friendly  hofpi* 
table  Armenian,  and,  with  a  thoufand  acknowledgments  for  his 
kindnefs,  let  out  on  borfeback  to  a  place  on  the  Tigris,  where  t 
embarked  in  a  boat,  in  order  to  proceed  to  Baflbra.  This  river, 
known  fince  the  firft  records  of  human  exigence  by  Geographers, 
is  remarkable  for  its  rapidity,  whence,  Pliny  fays,  it  has  the 
name  of  Tigris,  (in  the  Median  language,  a  dart);  and  for  its 
extraordinary  courfe,  which  is  in  many  places  under  ground,  riles 
in  Armenia,  finks  into  the  earth  near  mount  Taurus,  and  runs 
under  a  mountain— then  rifing  at  the  other  fide,  follows  its  courfe 
through  the  lak«  Thefpites — again  finks  frequently  under  ground, 
and  continues  hid  at  one  time  for  a  (pace  of  twenty-five  miles ; 
where,  once  more  emerging,  it  glides  along  with  a  very  rapid 
ftream,  meets  the  Euphrates  at  a  place  called  Korna,  partes  through 
'  Baflbra,  and  falls  into  the  Perfian  Gulph. 
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;  A&*he  boat  ki  which  it  oak  my 'pafl&getoutibtotira^ 
fapifedkg  tbs  vidbeiice  of  the  fun,  .except  an  *w»»g,  I&de*gd 
tobWBttly  Fr<ka  the  heat.  ;  The  river  itfefif  was  gravid  $  b^jt  tk 
fankv  ani  Qontigwus  country,  contained  aothing  to  attra&  i\i> 
ttec***no  ofcjed  to  diverfify  die  dreary,  'deferted  afpeft  of  the  fcefie 
-^nothing  tp  aijford  room  for  refte&ion,  or  give  birth  to  a  new 
idea.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  ever  paffed  through  foch<a  vaft 
.  extent  of  country,  lb  uniformly  dull  and  uninterefting*  The  enfy 
thing  that  ferved  tp  keep  the  mind  alive,  was  the  apprehenfian  of 
jobbers,  lshoj  iu  great  nuradaers,  hover  over  this  river,  and  pteiv- 
dtepaflfeagera.  We  had  taken  cafe,  ©n  leaving  Bag&&  toffee 
weli  provided  with  fee<*r ma ;  and)  they  did  \»  yeo»e»t^  fervice— 
for  we  wore  frequently  attacked  by  robbers  with  a  view  .to  phin- 
^civ  bat  found  tfaat  afhot  or  twq  <Mfpe*fed  aitf  foil  &*m  off  in 
pon&ernatioa.  One  night,  however,  in  pafllng-acreek,  we  per- 
ceived fever,al  boats  iffiiing  from  it*  in  great  orden,  and  in  a  man- 
ner that  evinced  method  and  premeditation:  we  filefctly  prepared 
for  their  reception,  and  were  completely  seedy  to  meet  chem 
warmly,  while  they  thought  us  quite  unprepatfed^  and'  uncon- 
fcious  of  their  approach:  they  firil  endeavoured  to*  board  «s  by 
fbrprife ;  wiflung  rather  to  frighten  than  to  kill  them*  we  began 
by  firing  over  their  heads ;  on  which  they  fet  up  the  moft  horrible: 
fhouts,  and  rufhed  on  with  a  tumultuous  rapidity,  making  die 
moft  terrible  noife,  in  order  to  intimidate  us :  they  were  by  this, 
time  quite  near  us ;  we  therefore  took  aim  at  them,  and  let  fly* 

and 


and  immediately  peoftived  them  ia  great  confufion,  Come  of  the 
boats  Wing  their  helm,  and  falling  with  the  ftream  on  the  others: 
at  laA  we  fkw  them  iheer  off,  and  they  gave  us  ho  farther  trouble. 

.  r 
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After  eight  or  ten  as  difagreeabie  dajcsqsl  jremonber 
.to  have  Ipeat  in  my  life,  weakened  with,  iocsflaat  watching, 
haraffed  with  bodily  fatigue,  and  melted  with  the  eicdfite  he*t 
of  the  fun,  I  Arrived  at  the  sky, of  Bailor?,  where  I  w^sneqeive^ 
with  the  utmoft  hpfpitality  by  $lr.  JUat.quc*]*,  the  Compatoy'f 
Refident  from  Bombay,  who  did  every  thing  pofCtte  for  my 
accommodation,  and  procured)  me  every  inftru&iaa  .«rfpc£ipg  my 
further  progrefL 

This  city,  as  .well  as  Bagdad*  is  famous,  in  marwjiows  'ftorjj. 
The  country  about  it  is  confidared  ty  the  natives  as  the  heft  Jpot 
in  Afia,  though  the  burning  winfJsajinoy:#tyl  frequently  deftroy 
travellers,  overwhelming  them  with  ipountaias  of  hot  ifand, 
driven,  like  waves  of  the  fea,  before"  the  tempeft  put  pf  thp 
neighbouring  deferts.  Jt  carries  on  a  great  trade,  and  is  i^abited 
by  vaft  ^umbers  of  Chriffcans  and  Jews.  The  \Eijgliik  and 
Dutch  have  fa&or jes  j>exe,  as  well  far  jthe  purpose  v£ ^  commero^, 
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a,s  the  tranfit  of  difpatches,  by  way  of  Damafcus  and  Aleppo-, 
to  Europe.  The  richeft  merchandiie  of  India  and  Europe  are 
brought  here  in  caravans}  and  its  opulence* is  greatly  increafed 
by  the  caravans  of  Pilgrims,  who  pafs  through  it  on  their  way  to 
Mecca,  and  pay  great  duties,  bartering  for  many  rich  commodities. 
The  horfes  of  this  place  are  celebrated  for  their  fuperior  excel- 
lence :  it  is  faid  that  they  will  run  thirty  hours  without  meat  or 
drink ;  I  doubt  the  fa&,  and  fhould  be  fbrry  to  fee  fa  inhuman  an 
experiment  tried. 

One  comfortable  circumftance  attending  Bafiora  is,  that  at 
night  the  ftreets  may  be  walked  with  perfeft  fafety  at  all  hours* 
It  is  fobjeft  to  an  Arab  Prince,  who  is  tributary  to  the  Turk, 
*nd  whofc  reVcnue  is  very  great,  as  well  from  the  above-men- 
tioned catlfes,-  as  becaufe  he  gives  full  liberty  to  all  Nations  to 
come  and  trade  to  his  capitaL 

From  Bafiora  I  took  my  paflage  in  a  date-boat  going  to 
JMufkat,  expe&ing  to  get  from  thence  a  fpeedy  paflageto  Bombay  ; 
but  the  beat  fprung  a  leak  atfea,  and  we  were  obliged  to  run  into 
Bufheer,  where  I  was  very  hospitably  received  and  entertained  by 
Mr*  Galley,  the  Company's  Refident- 

There  reaHy  feemed  to  be  an  utiufuai  fatality  attending  me 
throughout  the  whole  of  my  journey.  You  will  recoiled,  in  the 
firft  instance,  I  was  prevented,  by  the  war  with  France,  from  going 
"by  the  direct  route  which  I  fhould  otherwife  have  taken,  and 
obliged  to  pafs  through  the  Low  Countries  and  Germany— In  the 
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next  placfe,  at  Venice  I  was  difappointeti  in  obtaining  a  paflage  to 
Latachsea;  and,  immediately  on  the  heels  of  that*  loft  my  fervant 
at'Triefte,  by  fending1  him*  for  letters  to  Venice— Afterwards, 
wkeft  I  had  gone  to  Alexandria  with  expe&atioii  of  travelling 
through  Egypt,  and  viewing  that  tnf  erefting  part  of  the  world,'  I 
found  myfelf  prevented  by  the  unhappy  circurnftances  of  the 
country— ^the  plague  raging  in  Alexandria,  and  all  the  toads 
being  blocked  up  by  an  incurfion  of  the  Arabs.  Thus  ftiortifiefl 
and  difappointed,  I  turned  about,  in  order  to  make  my  way  in 
another  dire&ion  ;  and  arriving  at  Cyprus,  found,  'to  my  infinite 
furprife  and  regret,  that  an  epidemic  difeafe,  little  flrort  of  the 
plague,  prevailed  there,  and  fwept  off  the  inhabitants  in  great 
numbers :  when,  after  furmountmg  all  thofe  obftacles,  I  arrived  at 
Aleppo,  the  firft  information  I  got  was,  that  the  caravan  was 
gone,  and  that' it  would  be  a  long  time  before  another  would  be 
ready ;  and  my  departure  from  Aleppo  was  attended  with  circuno 
ftances  no  lefs  inaufpicious  than  my  entrance— -At  Moful  I  expe- 
rienced another  disappointment,  by  the  river's  being  dried  up, 
and  rendered  imprafticable  by  boats— My  paflage  from  Baflora  to 
Mulkat  was  impeded  by  the  veflej  Springing  a  leak — And  now, 
when  at  laft  I  hoped  to  get  from  Bufheer  to  Bombay,  I  was 
ftopped  by  the  intelligence  that  the  Oulph  was  blocked  up  by 
"French  privateers,  infomuch  as  no  yeflel  could  hope  to  efbape*  I 
was  therefore  obliged  to  remain  at/ Bufheer,  tilLk  Company 's 
frigate,   commanded  by  Capt&in  Hajrdy^  and-  loon,  expe&ed, 
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rfhodd  aflurd  02*  an  opportunity  of  proceeding  to  Bombay-  Time, 
however,  brought  tfrtt  period  -ahout;  and  I  took  my  paflage,  and 
artiredftfc At  jtontfj&y,  where  I  fopn  after  embarked  on  bowd  a 
Portugal  ve0e}>  bejag  the  only  conveyance  that  offered  /or  me 
to  proceed  jtd  xNfedras :  {he  was  firfl:  bound  to  Goo*  and  we  ar* 
lived  ialeiy  at  that  iflaad,  where  J  was  received  with  great  polite* 
riefe*  atiid  freafted  with  the  tnoft  friendly  attention,  by  Mr. 
HftJWHAW,  tfie  English  Refident, 

Goa  belongs  to  the  Portuguefe :  the  Viceroy  of  that  Nation  lives 
there  in  great  pomp.  It  was  once  the  {bene  of  the  moft  abominable 
cruelties,  exercifed  by  that  flagitious  people  on  the  natives,  under 
pretended  zeal  for  Chriftianity — I  had  read  the  Abbe  Raynai/s 
glowing  defcription  of  it ;  and  as  I  trod  the  ground,  my  frame 
trembled  at  the  thoughts  of  the  maflacres  perpetrated  there. 

I  was  impatient  to  get  from  Goa*  and  yet  I  looked  forward  to  my 
departure  with  a  fecret  uneaiinefs,  for  which  I  was  entirely,  unable 
to  account— -I  wiihed  to  proceed,  and  yet  fome  fecret  foreboding 
whflpered  to  my  heart  that  I  was  on  the  verge  of  calamity :  fo 
powerful  was  it,  and  {oobftinate,  that  I  could  neither  reafon  away 
its  admonitions,  nor  refift  its  impreflions ;  andfomethinginceflantly 
told  me,  in  as  plain  language  as  if  a  human  being  {poke,  that  J 
{houid  fuffcr  a  dreadful-  misfortune.  As  I  had  all  my  life  been  an 
enemy  to  fuperfHtion,  I  felt  my  fpirit  in&lted,  and  my  underhand* 
ing  degraded,  by  the  involuntary  v&ory  which  I  allowed  to  this 
impneffion— I  combated  it  *f  ith  reafon,  with  ridicule,  with  {elf- 
contempt 


contempt — all  in  vauu  in  fpke  of  me,  I  became  the  veiy  flave  of 
gloomy  prefentiment ;  and  in,  order  to  get  the  fuccedaneous  aid  of 
a  friend's  reaibu,  as  well  as  to  be  prepared*  I  communicated  the 
jftate  of  my  fesli^gs  to  Mr,  Hekshaw.  In  vain  he  endeavoured 
to  cheer  me :  all  he  could  do  was  to  give  me  his  counfel ;  iu  <x>nfe- 
quence  of  which  I  actually  fettled  all  my  affairs  up  to  that  day, 
made  my  will*  left  it  with  Mk.  H&nshaw,  and,  full  of  dreadful 
forebodings  of  ihipwreck,  went  on  board  a  Portuguefe  (how  bqimd 
to  Madras. 

It  was  now  the  eighteenth  day  of  May  when  we  failed  from 
Goa.  The  hemiiphere  had  been  for  fome  days  overcait  with  clouds : 
ibme  light  Ihowers  of  rain  had  fallen ;  and  you  may  conclude  that 
it  did  not  tend  to  raife  my  fpirits,  or  free  me  from  my  ominous  ap- 
pretentions,  to  hear  that  thoie  circumftances  indicated  an  approach- 
ing gale  of  wind.  •  1  ohferved,  moreover r  that  the  veiTel  was  much 
too  deep  in  the  water,  being  greatly  overloaded-— that  (he  was  in 
many  refpeds  defective,  and,  as  the  feamen  fay,  ill-found,  and  in 
Ihort  very  unfit  to:  encounter  a  gale  of  wind  of  any  violence.  J 
fcorosd,  however,  to  yield  to  thofe  united  impreffions,  and  deter* 
mined  to  proceed. 

On  the  nineteenth,  the  Iky  was  obfcured  by  immenfc  fleeces  of 
clouds,  ftucharged  wittt inflammable  matter  V  and  iu  the  evening,  the 
raki  fell  in  torrents,  the  firmamenLdarkened  apace,  fudden  uight 
came  on,  and  the  horrors  of  extreme  darkaefs  were  reudqw*}  i^ 
morehprrible  by  the  peals  of  thunder  which  rent  the  air,,  and  the 
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frequent  flafhes  of  lightning,  which  ferved  only  to  (hew  us  the  hor- 
ror of  our  fituation,  and  leave  us  in  increafed  darknefs :  mean-time 
the  wind  became  more  violent,  blowing  on  the  fhore ;  and  a  heavy 
fea,  raifed  by  its  force,  united  with  it  to  make  our  ftate  more  for- 
midable.  #  ; 

By  day-light  on  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,  the  gale  had  in* 
creafed  to  a  furious  tempeft ;  and  the  tea,  keeping  pace  with  it, 
ran  mountain-high ;  and  as  it  kept  invariably  to  the  fame  point,  the 
Captain  and  Officers  became  ferioufly  alarmed,  and  almoft  per- 
vaded that  the  South- weft  Monfboft  had  fet  in,  which,  if  it  were 
fb,  would  render  it  abfolutely  impoflible  for  us  to  weather  the  coaft. 
All  that  day,  however,  we  kept  as  clofe  as  the  violence  of  the 
weather  would  allow  us  to  the  wind;  but  the  fea  canted  her  head 
lb  to  leeward,  that  fhe  made  more  lee  than  head- way ;  and  the 
rigging  was  fo  ftrained  with  the  work,  that  we  bad  little  hope  of 
keeping  off  the  fhore,  unlefs  the  wind  changed,  of  which  there  was 
not  now  the  fmallefl:  probability.  During  the  night  there  was  no 
intermiffion  of  the  fnow :  many  of  the  fails  flew  into  ribbons ;  fbme 
of  the  rigging  was  carried, away;  and  fuch  exertions  were  made, 
that,  before  morning,  every  flick  that  could  poffibly  be  ftruck  was 
down  upon  the  deck. 

About  feven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty  *firft,  I  was'* 
alarmed  by  an  unufual  noife  upon  the  deck,  and,  running  up,  per*- 
<Jeived  that  every  remaining  fail  in  the  veflel,  the  fore-fail  alone  ex- 
cepted, was  totally  carried  away.    The  fight  was  horrible ;  and 
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the  whole  vcffcl  prefcntcd  a  fpe&acle  as  dreadful  to  die  feelings  a» 
mortifying  to  human  pride.  Fear  had  produced,  not^ecdy  all  the 
helpfef&eis  pf  despondency,  but  all  the  mifchievous  freika  6£;irij*+ 
riity*  In  one  place  flood  the  Captain,  raving,  ftamping^  aad  ietr  • 
ing  his  hair  ia  handfuls  from  his  head— here,  ibrae  of  tbexrbaw 
were  caft  upon  their  knees,  clapping  their  hands,  and  prating, 
with  aU  the  extravagance  of  horror  painted  in  tfcwrftoeft^— there; 
others  wer^  flogging  their  images  with  aU  their  might,  calling  upon 
them  to  allay  the  (brat*  One  of  our  pafiengers,.  who  wa^  Rxrfer 
of  an  Eagliih  E&t«Indianian,  had  got  hold  of  a  cafe-bettkiof  rum, 
audi  with  an  air  of  diftra&ibn  and  deep  defpair  impnkted  in  hi 
face,;  >  was  ftalking  about  in.  hb  fhirfc/  I  perceived  him  to  lie  on 
the  point  of  ferving  k  about,  in  large  tumUera,  to  the  few  ondif* 
may ed  people ;  and  well  convinced,  that,  £bfar  from  alleviating* 
it  would  fliarpen  the  horrors  of  their  mitad,  I  ynat  forwards  and 
with  much  difficulty  prevented  him. 

Having  accompliflred  this  point,  I  applied  ntyfclf  to  l  the  .Cap- 
tain, and  endeavoured  to  bring  faiin  hade  {if  priffibls)  to  Ma  nook 
fte&km,  and  toafenfc  of  what  he  owed  to  hik  duly  a£  a.  -era* 
mander,  and  to  his  dignity  as  a  man:  I  exhorted  ium  to  enoou# 
rage  the  faHors  by  his  example ;  and  ftrovc  to  raifehas^rils,  by 
laying  that  the  ftorm  did  not  appear  to  me  by  any  means  fo  terrible 
as  fome  I  had  before  experienced. 

While  I  was  thus  employed,  we  (hipped  a  fea  oii  the  (ferboard 
fide*  which  I  really  thought  would  have  fent  us  down.    The  vef- 
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fel  feeined  :&  >firik  "beneath  its  weight,  fluvered,  and  remained 
motionlefi—^it.  Was  a  moment  of.  critical  fufpenfe  :  fancy  made 
me  think*  I  felt  her  gradually  defcending— *I*  gave  myfelf  up  as 
gobe,  -and  fummoned  all  my  fortitude  to  bear  approaching  death 
with  beboming  manhood*  ;i 

.  Juft  it  this  crifis,  the  water,  which  ruflied  with  incredible 
^ire  through,  ail  ports  of  the  veflel,  brought  /out  ftoatinj^hW 
nearly  ftfibcjfted,  another  Engiifli  pafiengtr,  who  was^Mhe, 
vouriigr  tcrtake  .a  little  repofe  in  a  fmalt  cabin  boarded  off  fr&iPSfie 
deck : "  lie  .was  a  very  ftout  young  man,  and  ftdl  of  true  fpirit. 
{Finding  that  the  veflel  was  not,  as  I  had  thought,  going  knme* 
diatefy  down,  he  joined  me  in  exhorting  the  Captain  to  his  duty  i 
we  perfuadecl  him  to  throw  the  guns  overboard,  tts  wfell  as  a 
number  of  trunks  and  packages  with  which  the  vdlel  was 'much 
incumbered;  and,  with  fame  little  exertion,  we  got  the  pumps 
fet  agoing. 

-  *  Her6  Will  flop,  knowing  the  ^f  arm  fenfibility  of  my  Frede- 
rick's mind ;  and,  convinced  that  his  fympathetic  heart  will  go 
hand-in-hand  with  his  Father  VfufFerings,  I  will  not  overcharge 
it  with  grief  by  an  immediate  continuation  of  the  bufinds,  but 
itfer  it  to  another  Letter.  » 
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LETTER     XLV. 


The  name  of  the  Englifh  paflenger,  whom  I  mentioned 
to  you  in  my  laft  Letter  as  affifting  me  in  getting  the  Captain  and 
Mariners  to  do  their  duty,  was  Hall.  He  was  a  young  man  of 
a  moft  amiable  difpofition,  and  with  it  poflefled  all  that  manly 
fpiritthat  gives  prefence  of  mind  in  exigences  of  danger.  He  and 
I  having,  with  great  difficulty,  got  fome  hands  to  ilick  to  the 
pumps,  ftood  at  the  wheel,  at  once  to  affift  the  men,  and  prevent 
them  from  quitting  it ;  and,  although  hopelcfs,  determined  that 
no  effort  practicable  on  our  parts  fhould  be  wanting  to  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  vefleh  The  water,  however,  gained  upon  the  pumps, 
notwithstanding  every  effort ;  and  it  evidently  appeared  .that  we 
could  not  keep  her  long  above  water. 

At  ten  o'clock  the  wind  feemed  to  increafe,  and  amounted  to 
a  downright  hurricane:  the  iky  was  fo  entirely  obfeured  with 
black  clouds,  and  the  rain  fell  fo  thick,  that  objects  were  not  dis- 
cernible from  the  wheel  to  the  (hip's  head.  Soon  the  pumps  were 
choaked,  and  could  no  longer  be  worked :  then  difmay  feized  oil 
all — nothing  but  unutterable  defpair,  filent  anguifh,  and  Horror, 
wrought  up  to  frenzy,  was  to  be  feen;  not  a  fingle  foul  was  ca- 
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pabte  of  an  eflbrt  to  be  ufeful— -all  feemed  more  defirous  to  extin- 
guish their  calamities  by  embracing  death,  than  willing,  by  a 
painful  exertion,  to  avoid  it. 

At  about  eleven  o'clock  we  could  plainly  diftinguifh  a  dread- 
ful rearing  noi&,  refembling  that  of  waves  rolling  againft  rocks; 
but  the  darknefs  of  the  day,  and  the  accompanying  rams,  pre- 
vented us  from  feeing  any  diftance;  and  if  they  were  rocks,  we 
might  be  a&aally  dafhed  to  pieces  on  them  before  we  could  per- 
ceive them*  At  twelve  otelock,  however,  the  weather  cleared 
up  a  little^  and  both  the  wind  and  the  fea  feemed  to  have  abated : 
the  very  expansion  (/the  profpe&  round  the  ihlp  wasexhQerating; 
and  a&the  weather  grew  better,  and  the  fea  le(s  furious,  the  fenfcs 
of  the  people  returned,  and  the  general  ftupefa£Kon  began  to  de- 
creafc* 

The  weather  continuing  to  clear  up,  weinfbme  time  difcovered 
breakers  and  large  rock?,  without  "fide  of  us  j  fo  that  it  appeared 
we  muft  have  pafled  quite  clofe  to  them*  and  were  now  fairly 
hemmed  in  between  them  and  the  land. 

In  this  very  criticj^juii£hire,theCaptamy  entirely contrary  to  my 
opinion,  adopted  the  dangerous*  relocation  of  letting  go-  an  anchor* 
to  bring  her  up  with  her  head  to  the  fea :  But,,  though  no  fea- 
man,  my  common,  fenfe  told  me  that  flje  coukl  never  ride  it.  out* 
but  muft  dire&ly  go  down..  The  event  nearly  jufHfiedmy  judg- 
ment ;  for  (he  had  fcarcely  been,  at  anchor  before  an  enormous  fea. 
lolling  over  her,  overwhelmed  and.  filled  her.  with  water,  and 

*   *  every 
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every  one  on  board  concluded  that  ihe  was  certainly  finking*— On 
the  infant,  a  La&ar,  with  a  prefence  of  mind  worthy  an  old 
English  mariner,  took  an  axe,  ran  forward,  and  cut  the  cable. 

On  finding  berielf  free,  the  veflfel  again  floated,  and  made  aii 
effort  to  right  herfelf  j  but  the  was  almoft  completely  water- 
logged, and  heeled  to  larboard  fo  much  that  the  gunnel  lay  under 
waten.  .  We  them  endeavoured  to  freer  as  fail  as  we  could  for  the 
land,  which  we  knew  could  not  be  at  any  great  diftance,  though, 
we  were  unable  to  difcover  it  through  the  hazy  weather :.  the  fore- 
fail  was  foofened;  by  great  efforts  in.  rolling*  fhe  righted  a  lktle, 
her  gunnel  was  got  above  water,  and  we  fcudded  as  well  as  we 
could  before  the  wind,  which  Rill  blew  harefcon  fhore;  and  at 
about  twoVclcck  the  land  appeared  at  a  fmall  di&tnce  a  head. 

The  love  of  life  countervails  all  other  coufiderations  in  the 
mind  of  Man.  The  uncertainty  we  were  under  with  regard  to  the 
fhore  before  us,  which  we  had  reaion  to  believe  was  part  of 
Hyde  a  Alei's  dominions^  where  we  fhoukL  meet  with  the  moil 
rigorous  treatment,,  if  not  ultimate  death,  was  forgotten  in  the 
joyful  hope  of  faying  life ;  and  we  fcudded  towards  the  fhor«  in* 
all  the  exulting  transports  of  people  jvrft  (batched  from,  the  jaws  of ' 
dbath. 

This  gteam,  of  happine&  Continued  not  fong:  a  trememloa*' 
fea-  rolling  alter  us*  broke  over  our  ftem*  tore  every  thing  before  ! 
k,  flqve  in  the  Peerage,  carried  away  the  rudder,  ftiivered  the 
wheel  to  pieces,  and  toae  up  the  very  ring-bolts  of.  the  deck— eon-^ 
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veyed  the  men  who  ftood  at  the  wheel  forward,  and  fwept  them 
overboard.  I  was  {landing,  at  the  time,  near  the  wheel,  and  for- 
tunately had  hold  of  the  taffarel,  which  enabled  mp  to  refift  in.  part 
the  weight  of  the  wave,  I  was,  however,  fwept  off  my  feet,  and 
dafhed  againft  the  main-maft.  The  jerk  from  the  taffarel,  which 
I  held  very  tenacioufly,  feemed  as  if  it  would  have  diflocated  my 
arms  :  however,  it  broke  the  impetus  of  my  motion,  and  in.  all 
probability  favfed  me  from  being  dafhed  to  pieces  againft  the 
maft. 

I  floundered  about  in  the  water  at  the  foot  of  the  maft,  till  at 
length  I  got  on  my  feet,  and  feized  a  rope,  which  I  held  in  a  ftate 
of  great  embarrafTment,  dubious  What  I  fhould  do  to  extricate  my- 
felf.  At  this  inftant  I  perceived  that  Mr.  Hall  had  got  upon  the 
capftern,  and  was  waving  his  hand  to  me  to  follow  his  example : 
this  I  wifted  to  do,  though  it  was  an  enterprife  of  feme  rifk  and 
difficulty  ;  for,  if  I  loft  the  hold  I  had,  a  fihgle  motion  of  the-  ve£ 
fel,  or  a  full  wave,  would  certainly  carry  me  overboard.  I  made 
a  bold  pufli,  however,  and  fortunately  accbmplifhed  it.  Having 
attained  this  ftation,  I  could  the  better  furvey  the  wreck,  and  law 
that  the  water  was  nearly  breaft-high  on  the  quarter-deck,  (for  the 
veffel  was  deep-waifted) ;  and  I  perceived  the  unfortunate  EngUih 
Purfer  ftanding  where  the  water  was  moft  fliallow,  as  if  watching 
with  patient  expectation  its  rifing,  and  awaiting  death :  I  called  to 
him  to  come  to  us,  but  be  {hook  his  head  in  defpair,  and  faid,  in  a 
lamentable  tone,  "  It  is  all  over  with  us  !  God  have  mercy  upon* 

us!" 
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us  J"---then  feated  hintfelf  with  feeding,  com|5ofpre*}n  a  chaif  which 
happened  to  be  rolling  about  in  the  wreck  of  the  deck,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  afterwards  ^fts  wafhed  ipjto  the  fea  along  with  it;  where 
he  waslpeedilyreleaied from  a #ate ten  tboufand  times  worfe  than 
death.  •  .  ...  .  '    .* 

.  During  this  univerfal  wreck  of  things,  the  horror  I  was  in  could 
not  prevent  me  from  obferving  a  very  curious  circumftance,  i^iich 
^t  any  other  time  would  have  excited  laughter,  though  now  it  pro* 
duced  no- other  emotion  than  furprife— We  happened  to  be  in 
part  laden  with  mangoes,  of  which  the  ifland  of  Goa  is  known  to 
produce  the  fiqeft  in  the  world ;  fome  of  them  lay  in  baflcets  otk- 
the  poop :  a  little  black  boy,  in  the  moment  of  greatdft  danger v  had 
got  feated  by  them,  devouring  them  voracioufly,  and  crying  all  the 
time  moil  bitterly  at  the  horrors  of  his  fituation ! 
;  The  veflel  now  got  completely  water-logged;  and  Mr. 
Hall  and  I  were  employed  in  forming  conje&ural  calculations 
how  many  minutes  flie  could  keep  above  water,  an4  confoling  one 
another  on  the  unfortunate  circumftances  under  which  we  rafetr— 
lamenting  that  fate  had  thus  brought  us  acquainted  only  to  make 
us  witneffesof  each  other's  mifcry,  and  then  to  fee  one  anothtf  no 
more.  . 

.  As  the  larboard  fide  of  the  veflel  was  gradually  going  down, 
the  deck,  and  of  courfe  the  capftern,  became  too  nearly  perpendicu- 
lar for  us  to  continue  on  it :  we  therefore  forefaW  the  neceflity  of 
quitting  it,  and  got  upon  the  {larboard  fide,  holding  fail  by  the  gun- 
nel, 
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tiel,  and  allowing  our  bodies  and  legs  to  yield  to  the  fea  as  it  broke 
over  us.  Thus  we  continued  for  feme  time :  at  length  the  feverity 
<yf  the  labour  fo  entirely  exhaufted  bur  ftrength  and  fpirits,  that  our 
beft  hope  fcemed  to  a  fpeedy  conqlufion  to  our  painful  death ;  and 
we  began  to  have  ferious  intentions  of  letting  go  our  hold,  and  yield* 
ing  ourfelves  up  at  once  to  the  fury  of  the  waves. 

The  veflel,  which  all  this  time  drifted  with  the  fea  and  wind, 
gradually  approximated  the  (bore,  and  at  length  {truck  the  ground, 
which  for  an  kiftant  revived  our  almoft  departed  hopes ;  but  we 
&oh  found  that  it  did  not  in  the  fmalleft  degree  better  our  (itera- 
tion—Again  I  .began  to  yield  to  utter  defpair— again  I  thought  of 
letting  go  my  hold,  and  finking  at  once :  It  is  impoffible,  thought  I, 
6ver  to  eicape — why,  then,  prolong,  for  a  few  minutes,  a  painful 
exiftence  that  muii  at  Jail  be  given  up  ?  Yet,  yet,  the  afl-fubduing 
love  of  life  fuggefted,  that  many  things  apparently  imptfffible  had 
come  to  pafs ;  and  1  faid  to  myfelf,  If  life  is  to  be  loft,  why  not 
lofe  it  in  a  glorious  ftruggle  ?  Should  I  furvive  it  by  accident,  life 
will  be  rendered  doubLy  fweet  to  me,  and  I  ftill  more  worthy  of 
it  by  perfevering  fortitude. 

•  While  I  was  employed  in  this  train  of  retieftion,  I  perceived 
fome  of  the  people  colle&ing  together,  talking,  and  holding  a 
confutation— It  immediately  occurred  to  me,  that  they  were  de- 
vifing  fome  {dan  for  escaping  from  the  wreck,  and  getting  on 
Ihore :  and,  lb  natural  is  it  for  Man  to  cling  to  his  fellow-creature 
for  fupport  in  difficult  or  dangerous  exigences,  I  propofed  to 
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Mr.  Hall  to  join  them,  and  take  a  (hare  in  the  execution  of 
the  pJan— obferyipg  to  him  at  the  &me  tiine,  that  I  was  deter- 
mined at  all  events  to  quit  the  vefiel,  and  truft  to  the  protection 
and  guidance  of  a  fuperintendiug  Providence  for  the  reft. 


LETTER    XLVI. 


As  prodigality  of  life  is,  in  Ibme  cafes,  the  excels  <tf 
Virtue  and  courage— fb  there  are  others  in  which  it  is  vice^  mean- 
jiefs  and  cowardice.  True  courage  is,  according  to  thecifcum- 
ftances  under  which  it  is  to  operate,  as  rigidly  tenacious;  and  vigi- 
lant of  life  in  one  cafe,  as  it  is  indifferent  and  regardlefg  iaaao- 
ther ;  and  I  think  it  is  a  very  ftrange  contradi&ion  in  the  humap. 
heart  (although  it  often  happens),  that  a  man  whp  has  .the  moft 
unbounded  courage,  in  feeking  death  even  in  the  cannon's  mouth, 
(hall  yet  want  the  neceflary  refolution  to  make  exertions  to  fave  his 
life  in  cafes  of  ordinary  danger.  The  unfortunate  Englifti  Purler 
could  not  colleft  courage  fufficient  to  make  an  effort  to  fave  hira- 
felf  ;*-and  yet"  I  think  it  probable  that  he  would  have  faced  a  bat- 
tery of  artillery,  or  expofed  himfelf  to  a  piftol-fhot,  if  oceafion 
.required,  as  fbon  as  any  other  man.  Thus  it  appears  at  firft  view : 
but  may  not  this  feeming  incongruity  be  explained  by  faying,  that 
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perfbnal  courage  and  fortitude  arc  different  qualities  bf  the  mind  and 
\xxly,  and  depend  lipotl  the  efcercife  of  entirely  different  fbn&ions? 

Be  that  as  it  may,  f  argued  with  myfelf,  in  the  height  of  my 
calamitous  fituation,  upon  the  fiibjda  of  fortitude  and  dejection, 
courage  and  cowardice ;  and,  notwithftanding  the  feriousaiped  of 
affairs,  found  myfelf  liftening  to  the  fuggeftions  of  pride:  What  a 
paltry  thing  to  yield,  while  ftrength  is  left  to  ftruggle !  Vanity  her- 
felf  had  her  hint,  and  whifpered, "  Should  I  efcape  by  an  effort  of  my 
own,  what  a  glorious  theme  of  exultation !"  There  were,  I  confefs, 
tranfitory  images  in  my  mind,  which,  co-operating  with  the  natural 
tfttSefataent  talelf-prefcrvation,  iftade  me  perfevere,  and  refolve  to 
do  fc,  while  oncVtftige  of  hope  was  left  for  the  mind  to  dwell  on* 

Obfefving,  as  I  told  you  before,  the  people  consulting  toge- 
ther, and  revolving  to  join  them,  1  made  an  ^effort  to  get  to  the 
"lt«  fltfouds,  where  they  werfe  ftanding,  or  rather  clinging ;  but 
before  1  could  accomplifh  it,  I  1<*&  my  hold*  fell  dowA  the  hatch- 
way (the  gratings  having  been  carried  away  with  the  long-boat), 
xand  was  for  lome  minutes  entangled  there  am(»gft  a  heap  of 
packages,  which  the  violent  fluctuations  of  the  water  bad  coile&ed 
on  the  lee  fide.  As  the  veflel  moved  with  the  fea,  and  the  water 
ffowedin,  the  packages  and  I  wefe  rotted  together-^fbmethnos 
one,  fbmetimes  another,  uppertftoft ;  fo  that  I  began  to  Ik  apprc- 
henfive  I  ftould  not  be  able  to  extricate  myfelf:  by  the  mcreft 
accident,  however,  I  graiped  Something  tfeat  lay  in  my  way* 
made  a  vigorous  fpring,  and  gained  the  lee  ihrouds.:    Mr.  Hal&» 

who„ 
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who  followed  me,  in  feizing  the  fhrouds,  came  thump  tfgaiaft  me 
with  fuch  violence  that  I  could  fcarcely  retain  my  hold  of  the 
rigging.  Compelled  by  the  perilous  fituation  in  which  I  flood,  I. 
called  out  to  him  for  God's  fake  to  keep  off,  for  that  I  was  ren- 
dered quite  brtathlefs  and  worn  out :  he  generoufly  endeavoured 
to  make  way  for  me,  and,  in  doing  fo,  unfortunately  loft  hi* 
hold,  and  went  down  under  the  fhip's  fide,  Never,  never  (hall 
I  forget  my  fenfations  at  this  melancholy  incident — I  would  have^ 
given  millions  of  worlds  that  I  could  have  recalled  the  words  which 
made  him  move  ;  my  mind  was  wound  up  to  the  laft  pitch  of  an- 
gutfh :  I  may  truly  fay,  that  this  was  the  raoft  bitter  of  all  the 
bitter  moments  of  my  life,  compared  with  which  the  other  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  fhipwreck  feemed  lettered — foi  I  had  infepfibly 
acquired  an  unufual  efteem  and  warm  attachment  for  him,  ^nd 
was  doubtful  whether,  after  being  even  the  innocent  occafionof  hi* 
falling/ 1  ought  to  take  further  pains  to  preferve  my  own  life.  All 
thofe  fenfations  were  pafling  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning  through 
my  thoughts,  when,  as  much  to  my  aftonifhment  as  to  my  joy,  I 
few  him  borne  by  a  returning  wave,  and  thrown  among  the  very 
packages  from  which  I  had  but  juft  before,  with  fuch  labour  and 
difficulty,  extricated  myfelf— In  the  end  he  proved  equally  fortu- 
nate, but  after  a  much  longer  and  harder  ftruggle,  and  after  fuf- 
taining  much  more  injury. 

I  once  more  changed  my  fiation,  and  made  my  way  to  tlie 
poop,  where  1  found  myfelf  rather  more  flielteredr-.-I  earneftly 
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wifhecT'Mr.  Hall  tob6  with  me,  whatever  might  be  my  ultimate 
fatfc— and  beckoned  to  him  to  come  to  me ;  but  he  only  answered 
by  ffcakinjjhis  head,  in  a  feeble,  defponding  manner— flaring*  at the 
fame  time  wildly  abdut  him:  even1  his  fpirit  was  fubdued;  and 
defpair,  I  perceived,  had  begun  to  take  poffeffion  of  his  mihdL 

Being  a  tittle  more  aft  eafe  in  my  new  ftation  than  I  had  been: 
before,  I  had  more  time  to  deliberate,  and  more  power  to  judge* 
I  recolle&ed,  that,  according  to  the  courfe  of  time,  the  day  was 
far  gone,  and  the  night  quickly  approaching :  I  reflefted,  that  for 
any  enterprize  whatfoever,  day  was  much  preferable  to:  night; 
and  above  all  I  confrdered;  that  the  veffel'  coulct  not  hold  long  to- 
gether— I  therefore  thought,  that  the  beft  mode  I  could  adopt 
would  be,  to  take  to  the  water  with  the  firft  boyant  thing- 1  could 
fee  ;  and,  as  the  wind  and  water  both  feemed  to  run  to  the  (hore^ 
to  take  my  chance  in  that  way  of  reaching  it.  In  purfuance  of  this, 
refolution,  I  tore  off*  my  Ihirt,  having  before  that  thrown  off' the 
other  parts  of  my  dreis — I  tooked  at  my  fleeve  buttons^  in  which 
was  fet  the  hair  of  my  departed  children — and,  by  an  Involuntary  a<5£ 
of  the  imagination,  afked  myfelf  the  queftibn,  "Shall  I  be  happy 
enough  to  meet  them  where  I  am  now  about  to  go  ?— (hair,  thofe. 
dear  laft  remains,  too,  become  a  prey  to  the  devouring  deepP*- — 
In  that  inftant,  reafon,  fafpended*  by  the  horrors,  of  the  fcene, 
gave  way  to  inftinft  ;  and  I  rolled  my  ihirt  up,  and  very  carefully 
thruft  it  into  a  hole  between  decks,  with  the  wild  hopes  that*  the- 
fleeve  buttons  might  yet  efcape  untouched..  Watching  my  oppor- 
tunity^ 
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tunity,  I  faw  a  log  of  wood  floating  near  the  veffel,  and,  waving 
my  hand  to  Mr.  Hall  as  a  laft  adieu,  jumped  after  it.  Here, 
again,  I  was  doomed  to  aggravated  haidfliips— I  had  fcarcely 
touched  the  log  when  a  great  fea  fhatehed  it  from  my  hold :  ftill 
as  it  came  near  me„  I  grafped  at  it  ineffe&ually,  till  at  laft  it  was 
completely  carried  away,  but  not  before  it  had  cut  and  battered 
and  brui&d  me  in  feveral  places,  and  in  a  manner  that  at  any 
other  time  I  ihould  have  thought  dreadful. 

Death  feemed  inevitable  ?  and  all  th&t  occurred  to  me  now  to* 
do,  was  to  accelerate  it,  and  get  out  of  its  pangs  as  ipeedily  as 
poffible  ;  for,  though  I  knew  how  to  fwim,  the  tremendous  furf 
rendered  (wimming  ufelels,  and  all  hope  from  it  would  have  been 
ridiculous."  I  therefore  began  to  fwallow  as  much  water  as  pofli- 
ble ;  yet,  ftill  riling  by  the  boyant  principle  of  the  waves  to  the 
furface,  my  fbrmfer  thoughts  began  to  recur  ;  and  whether  it  was 
that,  or  natural  inftmd,..  which  furvived  the  temporary  impreffions 
of  defpairi  I  know  not — but  I  endeavoured  tp  fwim,  which  I  had 
not  done:  long*  when  I  again  difcovered  the  log  of  wood  I  Iiad  loft 
floating  near  me^  and  with  fome  difficulty  caught  it :  hardly  had 
it  been  an  inftant  in  my  hands,  when,,  by  the  fame  unlucky 
meansf,  I  loft  it  agaitu  I  had  often  heard  it  laid  in.  Scotland, 
that  if  a  man  will  throw  himfelf  flat  on  his  back  in.  the  water, 
Re  quite  ftraight  and  ftifly  andfuffer  himfelf  to  link  till  the 
water  gets*  into  his  ears,  he  will  continue  to  float  fo  for.  ever : ,  this 
occurred  to  me  now,  and  I  determined  to  try  the  experiment ; 
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fo  I  threw  mySelf  on  my  bade  in  the  manner  I  hate  deSeribed,  and 
left  myfelf  to  the  difppial  of  Providence ;  nor  was  I  lopg  till  I 
found  the  truth  of  the  Saying— for  I  floated  with  hardly  an  effort, 
and  began  for  the  firft  time  to  conceive  Something  like  hopes  of 
preservation. 

After  lying  in  this  manner,  committed  to  the  discretion  of  the  • 
tides,  I  fbon  faw  the  veflel — few  that  it  was  at  a  considerable  dis- 
tance behind  me.  Livelieft  hope  began  to  play  about  my  heart, 
and  joy  fluttered  with  a  thouSand  gay  fancies  in  my  mind :  I  be- 
gan to  form  the  favourable  conclufion,  that  the  tide  was  carrying 
me  rapidly  to  land  from  the  veflel,  and  that  I  Should  fbon  once 
more  touch  terra  firtna* 

This  expe&ation  was  a  cordial  that  revived  my  exhausted  Spi- 
rits :  I  took  courage,  and  left  myfelf  Still  to  the  fame  all-direlHng 
Power  that  had  hitherto  preServed  me,  Scarcely  doubting  that  I 
Should  Soon  reach  the  land.  Nor  was  I  miftaken ;  for,  in  a  Short  time 
more,  without  effort  or  exertion,  and  without  once  turning  from 
off  my  back,  I  found  mySelf  Strike  againft  the  Sandy  beach.  Over- 
joyed, as  you  may  well  SuppoSe,  to  the  higheSt  pitch  of  tranSport  at 
my  providential  deliverance,  I  made  a  convulsive  Spring,  and  ran 
up  a  little  diftance  on  the  Shore ;  but  was  So  weak  and  worn 
down  by  fatigue,  and  io  unable  to  clear  my  Stomach  of  the  Salt 
water  with  which  it  was  loaded,  that  I  fuddenly  grew  deadly  Sick, 
and  apprehended  that  I  had  only  exchanged  one  death  for  another ; 
and  in  a  minute  or  two  fainted  away. 

LETTER 
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1  hat  admirable  man,  and  fagackws  penetrating  philo- 
iopher,  Dn  Franklin,  has  left.us,  among  innumerable  inftruc- 
tions  for  the  condu&  of  human  life,  and  for  remedying  piany  of 
the  grievances  of  it,  directions  for  going  a  voyage  at  fea,  and  has 
'  particularly  enforced  the  folly  of  quitting  {hips  haftily,  and  yield- 
ing one's  felf  up  to  defpair.     I  am  convinced,  that  nine  tenths  of 
the  people  whoperifli  by  fhipwreck,  periih  from  the  want  of 
prefence  of  mind*  and  fofficknt  fortitude  to  hear  them  out.    The  , 
unhappy  Purfcr,   who  lat   deliberately  in  a  chair,  and  iufFered 
himfelf,  without  a  flxuggle*  to  he  carried  overboard,  is  an  iij- 
fiance  in  point.    The  feeble  conduct  of  the  Captain  and  Crew  is 
another.     H^d  be,  infteadof  tearing  his  hair,  ravings  andafting 
the  part  of  a  bedlamite,  encouraged  his  men,  and  take©  vigorous 
measures  in  time;  and  had  they,  inftead  of  whappering  prayers 
on  their  knees,  and  whipping  their  images,  made  all  clear,  and: 
prepared  for  the  worft  ;  m  ihort,  had  they,  according  to  the  mo- 
ral of  the  old  fabk,  put  their  flumlder  to  the  wheel,  inftead  of 
calling  on  Hercules,  it  is  not  impoffible  but  the  veflel  might  have 
beeafaved* 

As 


As  for  my  part,  the  joy  of  efcaping  immediate  death  made 
me  blind  to  the  other  miferies  of  my  fituation.  Naked,  moneylefs 
and  friendlefs,  upon  an  unknown,  and  probably  inhofpitable  coaft, 
what  reafonable  caufc  had  I  to  rejoice  ?  Perhaps  the  reverfe.  But 
that  remains  to  be  feen. 

How  long  I  continued  in  the  fwoon  into  which  I  had  fallen, 
it  is  impoflible  for  me  to  tell ;  but,  when  I  recovered,  I  found  my- 
ielf  furrounded  by  a  guard  of  armed  foldiers,  fepoys,  and  pike- 
men.  I  knew  them  immediately  to  be  the  troops  of  Hyder  Alli, 
and  almoft  wifhed  myfelf  back  into  the  waves  again.  Looking 
round,  I  (aw  that  the  people  and  effe&s  that  had  been  laved  from 
the  wreck  were  collefted  all  together  along  with  me. 

In  this  ftate  we  remained  till  it  was  dark.  A  Lafcar  *  belonging 
to  the  veffel,  perceiving  that  my  nakednefs  gave  me  great  concern, 
tore  into  two  a  piece  of  cloth  which  he  had  tied  round  his  waift, 
and  gave  me  one  part  of  it,  which  afforded  a  fhort  apron.  This 
fimple  aft  of  a  poor,  uninformed  black  man,  whop*  Chriftian  cha- 
rity would  call  an  idolater,  methought  had  more  of  the  true  and 
eflential  fpirit  of  charity  in  it,  than  half  the  oftentatious,  parading 
newlpaper  public  charities  of  London— the  flough  of  purfe-proud 
vanity,  and  unwieldy  bloated  wealth.  Of  all  the  a&s  of  benefi- 
cence that  I  ever  met  with,  it  ftruck  me  the  moft  forcibly  :  it  had 
jkindnefs,  difmtereftednefs  and  delicacy  for  its  bafis ;  and  I  have 

never 

*  Natives  of  India,  employed  fometimes  as  failors,  fometimes  for  inferior 
offices  in  the  army,  fuch  as  pitching  tents,  drawing  guns,  &c* 
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never  fince  thought  of  it  without  wifhing  that  I  could  meet  the 
man,  to  reward  him  for  his  beneficence  with  a  fubfiftehce  for  lift** 
The  lo^cr  order  of  people  of  a  certain  Country,  I  know,  would 
think  a  man  in  fuch  circumftances  as  I  was  then  ki,  a  fitter  ob-' 
jeft  of  pleafantry  than  pity- 

The  vaft  quantity  of  fait  water  I  had  (wallowed,  ftill  made 
me  deadly  fick  in  the  ftomach :  however,  after  fbme  time,  I* 
threw  it  tip,  and  got  great  relief.  I  had  hardly  felt  the  comfort- 
able effects  of  this,  before  I  was  ordered  to  march:  nine  of  us,  alt 
Lafcars  except  myfel£  were  conveyed  to  a  village  at  a  few  mile* 
dtftaace  on  the  lea-fide,  where  we  were  for  the  night  put  kite  a 
iquare  place,  walled  round,  open  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather 
above  and  below,  and  filled  with  large  logs  of  wood ;  it  blew  moft 
violently,  and  the  rain  fell  in  torrents— while  not  one  finooth 
plank  could  be  found  on  which  to  ftretch  our  fatigued  and  wafted 
bodies.  Thus,  naked,  fick,  exhaufted  with  fatigue  and  fafting, 
drenched  with  wet,  and  unable  to  lie  down,  our  mifery  might  be 
fuppofed  to  be  incapable  of  increafe.  But,  alas  J  where  are  the 
bounds  which  we  can  fet  to  human  woe? — Thirft,  that  moft 
dreadful  of  pains,  occafioned  by  the  drenching  with  fait  water, 
feized  us :  we  begged,  we  entreated,  we  clamoured  for  water  ? 
but  the  inhuman  wretches,  deaf  to  the  groans  and  fcreeches  of 
their  fellow-creatures,  (for  ibme  grew  delirious  with  the  agony  of 
thirft),  refufed  them  even  the  cheap  and  miferable  indulgence  0£ 
a  drop  of  water] 

E  The 
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.  '  The  influence  of  the  miad  upon  the  body  hsp  been  much  inf$- 
W  qn  t|y  philofophcrs  and  pbjiician^  and  J  believe  will  be  admit- 
ted^ a£L.~WJ&  men.  .  I  was  myfelf,.  in  this  inftance,  a  /hiking* 
jUFpof-of  it  jr  for,  though  I  had  fwallowed  and  thrown  up  £q  muck 
fait  water,  and  though  my  thirft  had  exceeded  ^  my  thing  I  had 
ere* -before  felu--yet,,  ftadjng  that  water  was  not  to  be  had  w  ex- 
pe6te4t.  I  c^aj^fed  T^ymiad  to  do  without  it,  diverted  my  thotight^ 
from  ifc  by  t^e  cpiitfj»pl|a^on  of  the  many  other  fvils  which  beiet 
*i§,  and^ai^d  the  ,uighf  withcmt.tfct  horrible  agqny  experienced 
by  tbeotlyifs..       ■;.:•». 

.  %  Indeed,  anight  of  more  exqm£t£  horror  camiot  be  im*g#*?d* 
The  ritynghte  of  being  aprifcner  to  Hypk^  Ajxi,  was,  of  itfelf, 
fftfficient  to -render  i9G/C9m|)lctelj  unhappy;  but  my  \tfter  want  o£ 
dtathes:ahuoft  put;  aae.Jbefole  rayielfv  and  lying. e^jpfed  *q  the, 
9pen  air}  wher,e  I  was  glad  to  fit  dole  to.  the  Vicars  to  receive  a. 
little  heat  from  their  bodifs,,  and  to  hold  open  rwf  moutji  ia  order 
to  catch  a  drop  of  the  de&euding  rain*  was  a  (late  that  anight  he 
eonfidered  as  the  higheft  refinement  upon  miferj^  ^ 

About  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  a  little  cold  rice  wa& 
brought  us.  to  eat,  and  water  wa&  dug  out  of  a  hole  near  the  {pot 
for  us>  but  as  all  things  ia  this  life  are  good  or  had  merely  rela- 
tively, this,  wretched- fare  was  fome  refreftunent  to  us~  I  was 
then  removed  to  the  ruins  of  a  toddy-hut,*  feparated  from  the. 

reft,, 

*  A  fmall  temporary  hut,  where  todJy  (a  liquor  extracted  fromtbe  cocoa-nut 
teee)  is  fold 
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reft,  and  a, guard  fet  oyer  ipe.     Here  I  had  full  repm  for  reflec- 
tion, and  could  "  meditate  e'en  to  madneis."    The  whole  of  mjr 
fttuation  appeared  before  me  wiih  all  i^s  aggravating  circumftances 
t of  horror;  and  toany  onej^hp  cpnfiders  it,  I  believe  it  will  ap- 
pear that  it  was  hardly  .pqffiblp -to  Jfjll  the}l?itter  cup  of  calamity 
•fuller.     Oh!  what  were  my,thought*J  My  family  bereft  of  him 
on  whofe  efforts  they  v(ae  in  a  gye^t  ^eejfure  to  <Jepen/d  for  /up- 
port  ,aad  protection — yop,  tljten  a  little  innocent  cherub,  appeared 
-to  ,my  diftt^ed.  invagination  twinjxig  round  youf  mother's  neck, 
and,  in  infant  clamour,  calliug  jour  father — while  he,  in  a  dread- 
ful captivity,  compared  with. which  even  a  ?rueL  death   were 
:  mercy,  Jay  wafting,  naked  and  forlorn,  perifhing  with  the  in- 
clemency of  the,  wfeather,  panting  eyen  food  fit  for  his  fupport, 
and  expofed  to  the  fqoitfge  ef  every  petty  tyrant;  that  barbarous 
-power  might  employ  to  guard  him  !~Such  were  my  rpfle&ions : 
they  were  in  reafbn  well  founded ;  for  there  was  no  probability  of 
my  being  ever  releafed,  as  .my  captivity  w^fiyiljkely  to  be  known 
-to  my  Country,  .or  by  my  ftifcPfds. 

In  thos :  fitfe. I. was,  when,  to  rny  qttey  ftftoniihment,  and  to 
jnhy Loo  ;ieft joy*  the ,  amuafcie <  QQiflpanipii vof  my  ;fbipj£reck;  .^f u 
(Hall*  appeared, before, roe.  :  l/car^l^^jfixyjiow  tp  tjunkhis^p- 
pearance  reality,  as  I  underftood  tha£*Jje,X;pfcar$  tjbpn  fllfljig J^j^h 
-raeiwefeiaftthait  were  favsiilfr&n}  t&e.^reck;  .^^h?  was*  at  the 
time  I  parted  irQOtt  hk*W  b.  e«|»»ft*d  bQtU;<nJbody;aftd^igid,  that 
I  thought  he  would  be  the  laft  whQ^Q^id,  ?5#pev,  ffe -JtttwcY01') 

E.2  (hook 
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{hook  me  by  the  hand;  and,  fitting  down,  told  rtie  that  he  had 
^iven  me  up  for  loft,  and  remained  with  the  veffel  until  the  tide, 
having  ebbed,  left- her:  almoft'dry — that,  immediately  on  getting 
afhore,  and  being  taken  prifoner,  he  made  inquiries  about  me,, 
and  heard  that  I  had  been  faved — that,  finding  this,  his-  joy  was 
foch  as  to  make  him  almoft  forget;  his-  own-  misfortunes— -and, 
exerting  all  his  entreaties  not  to  be  feparated  from  me,  they.  had. 
been  lb  far  indulgent  to  him,  and"  had  brought  him  to  me,  that 
we  might  be  companions^  bondage*     He  added*  that  out  of  ele- 
ven Europeans  and  fifty-fix  Lafcars  who  weae  on-  board,  only  he; 
and  I  of  the  former,  and  fourteen  of  the  latter,  were  faved  from  < 
the  wreck-,  the  reft  having  been  drowned  in  the  attempt,  except- 
ing Ibme  who,  overcome  with  terror,  anguiih  and  anxiety,  and* 
exhaufted  with  fatigue,  had  bid  a  formal  adieu  to  theircompa- 
nions,  let  go  their  hold,  and  calmly  and  wljiatarily  given  them- 
felves  up  to  the  deep. 

I  here  took  occaikm  to  remark  to  him*  what  I  ha ve  already 
laid  to  you,  that  thoufands  lofe  their  lives  for  waijt  of  perfever- 
ance,  fortitude,  and  courage,  to  preserve  them*— Had  *the  Eaglifh 
Surfer  colle&ed  courage  enough  to  hold  faft,  till  thue. tide  ebbed;  he 
might  have  been  fafe  on  ihore  as  we  werey  a*,  he.  was  fuperior  to , 
tidier  of  us  in  bodily  ftrength.. 

"  Ah  f  my  friend  !"  fitid  he?  (baking  his  head  dfcfpondingly-*- 
u  is  he  worfe  where  he  is?    I  doubt  whether  death  is  not  fer  pre- 
ferable to  our  prefentprolp*&$,?' 

«  Corner 
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Come,  come,"  laid  I,  perceiving  he  was  melancholy,, 
though  I  mylelf  laboured  under  all  the  horrors  he  exprefled— 
u  come,  let  us  not  think ;  all  will  yet  be  well :  I  forefee  it  will ;: 
and  you  muft  know  I  have  lomething  of  the  prophet  in  my  nature 
•^-perhaps  the  fecond  light."  I  then,  told  him>  my  prelentiments^ 
on  leaving  Goa,  which  much  aftonilhed  him~-ftill  more  when  I' 
acquainted  him  with  theformal.  adte  I  h^d  done  in  confequence 
thereof  by  Mr;  IfcNS«AWJs  advice,,  and  with  his  privity. 

In,  fa&>  our  joy  at  meeting  was  reciprocally  great,  and  in  ibme 
pcfpe6t  cheered  us  for  the  time  under  all  our  mileries  in. hand, ,  and 
the  dreary^  prolpe£o£thofe  yet  to  come- 

Perceiving  that  he  Hood  as  much  in  need  of  redief  as  I  did 
when  the'  Lalcar^  relieved  me  by  dividing  his  cloth,  I  took  mine 
off,  tone  it  in  two,  and- gave  him  half  of  it :  yriu  may.  well  cort- 
eeive  our  mifery  from  this,  if  other,  circumftances  were  wanting, . 
that  fuch  a  thing  as  a  rag  of  linen,  not  worth  fir  pence,  wa*.  a* 
very  material  accommodation  to  us.  both. . 
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Your  Letter,  loccaficined  by  the  Account  Of  i»y  flup- 

wreck  and  fobfdquent  'difeflter,  gave,  txxc,  ray  1  amiable  fcoy !   as 

-great  pkafure  as  tha&»difefters  .gave  me  pain.  .  Yoyr.  account, 

'«&&,  of  Jofri^sjburfting  into  teats  on  the  readiag  of  itto'him,  ?bad 

almoft  a  fimilar  effe6t  upon  anyfclf  :^  and  Iitraft  in  the/Atanghty 

iDifJ>ofer  •  t>f  ^Evertts,  that  that  excellent *  turn  *>f  ?mind-wHl ■  be  fb 

^tKhioried  by  the  education 1  .give  you,  as  to  ifaake  it  the.fource  of 

touddkrfs  gratification  and  Itxueigreataefs^by.whkrhrl  xnoaagood* 

nefi)  here,  >  and  •  )of  never-fading  felicity  (hereafter.    ;  iVfou.  iay ,  yw 

<aftrtt>t account for*  it,  but  ryou-ieniriiL  more  bappini&fs  at  nty  efoapc, 

than  mifery  at  my  misfortunes. .  I  'hail  that  dtn^imilance  r^s  the  • 

ftrongeft  mark  of  perfedt  excellence  of  difpofition.     A  great  Moral 

Philofbpher  has  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim,  that  it  is  the  furer  mark 

of  a  good  heart  to  fympathife  with  joy  than  with  forrow ;  ^nd 

this  inftance  only  comes  in  aid  of  that  opinion  of  you  which  my 

fond  hopes  have  always  nourifhed. 

At  the  fame  time  I  muft  declare  to  you,  that  my  pleafiire  at 
efcaping  fliipwreck  was  by  no  means  as  great  as  the  agony  my 
mind  underwent  at  the  profpeft  now  before  me  was  poignant.    1 

have 
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have  already  faid,  and  indeed  with  truth,  that  I  fliould  have  with 
much  greater  pleafure  embraced  death :  I,  who  had  been  already  fome 
years  in  India,  and  had  opportunities  of  hearing,  as  well  from  my  Fa* 
thcr  as  from  other  Officers  in  the  Seryke,  what  the  difpofition  of  the 
Tyrant  in  whole  power  I  had  now  fallen  was,  knew  too  well  the 
horrors  of  my  iituation  to  feel  any  thing  like  hope.  The  unmer- 
ciful difpofition  of  HrnfiB,  and  all  thofe  in  authority  under  him, 
and  the  cruel  policy  of  the  Eaftcrn  Chiefs,  making  the  life  of  any 
one,  particularly  a  Brkifh  piifbner,  at  the  heft  a  precarious  tenure, 
I  did  not  know  the  moment  when  death  might  he  inflilfcd  upon 
me  with  perhaps  a  thouiand  aggravating  circumftances :  and  at  all 
events,  the  afiairs  which  demanded  my  presence  in  India  fo  very 
impprtunately  as  to  urge  me  to  all  die  fatigues  and  hardships  of  a 
paflagc  over  land,  were,  of  tfaemfelves,  jfuificieiit  to  make  my 
mind  uneaiy ;  but  the  abjed  ftate  of  want  and  nakednefs  in  which 
it  feemed  I  was  likely  to  remain,  ftruck  a  .deep  and  damp  horror 
to  my  heart,  and  almoft  unman'd  me* 

Mr-  Hall  and  I,  however,  endearwured  with  all  our  might 
to  ftem1  the  headlong  torrent  of  our  fater— Melancholy  preyed 
deeply  and  openly  upon  him,  while  I  concealed  mine,  and  endea- 
voured to  cheer  the  finkiag  fpirits  of  that  jjqbje  yo^th,  who,  } 
perceived,  was  the  prey  rather  of  ejctrejfte  fenfibility  thftfl  feeble- 
nefs  of  mind-  AU  the  horrors  of  fhiyering  nakednefs,  though,  to  . 
a  mind  delicate  like  his,  and  a.perfon  reared  in  the  lap  of  luxury  * 
fiifficiently  goading,  appeared  as  nothing  when  compared  with  one 

lofe 
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lofs  he  had  fuftained  in  the  depredations  with  which  fhipwreck  is 
conftantly  followed  up.  In  the  cruel  fuipenfe  between  life  and 
death,  which  I  have  already  defcribed,  previous  to  my  getting  on 
fhore,  this  amiable  young  man  had  fecured  and  treafured  next  his 
heart,  as  the  infeparable  companion  of  his  fate,  a  miniature  portrait 
of  a  young  Lady  :  it  hung  round  his  neck,  and  was,  by  the  unfeel- 
ing villains  who  feized  him  on  his  landing,  taken  away.  This 
cruel  deprivation  was  an  incefiknt  corrofive  to  his  mind— the  co- 
pious fource  of  anguifli  to  his  heart-— the  hourly  theme  of  tho  ipoft 
pathetic,  affiifting  exclamations.  "  Had  I,"  *he  would  cry, 
"  oh!  had  I  had  but  the  good  fortune  to  have  gone  to  the  bottom 
while  yet  it  hung  about  my  neck,  I  fliould  have  been  happy:  but 
now,  feparated  from  the  heavenly  original,  and  bereft  of  the  pre- 
cious image,  what  is  life?  what  would  be  life. were  I  yet  fure  of 
it?  What  plealure,  what  common  content,  has  the  world  left  for 
me?  None-;-oh  !  none,  none!  Never  fhall  this  heart  again  know 
comfort!** 

I  did  every  thing  I  could  to  confble  him,  and,  as  far  as  I  could, 
prevent  him  from  dwelling  on  thofe  gloomy  fubje&s.  Our  con- 
verfations  were  interefting  and  pathetic ;  but,  alas !  the  pifture, 
at  every  paufe,  chafed  away  the  flight  impreffions  of  the  preced- 
ing converfe*  no  fiifferings  of  the  body  could  countervail  that 
lofs— no  confblation mitigate  it;  and  amidfl  the  horrid  reflexions 
which  unparalleled  calamity  impofed  upon  his  mind,  the  lofe  of  that 

000 
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one  dear  relic  rafe  paramount  to  all—and  as  every  thought  beganf 
(b  it  ended,  with  the  pi&ure.  , 

For  fome  days  we  lay  in  this  place,  expofed  to  the  weather, 
without  even  the  (lender  comfort  of  a  little  draw  to  cover  the 
ground  beneath  us — our  food,  boiled  rice,  fcrved  very  fparingly 
twice  a-day  by  an  old  woman,  who  juft  threw  a  handful  or  mom 
of  it  to  each  upon  a  very  dirty  board,  which  we  devoured  with 
thofe  (poons  Nature  gave  us, 

•  At  the  end  of  that  time,  we,  and,  along  with  us,  the  Laf- 
cars,  were  ordered  to  proceed  into  the  country,  and  drove  on  foot 
to  a  confiderable  diftance,  in  order  to  render  up  an  account  of  our- 
fclves  to  perfons  belonging  to  Government,  authorifed  to  take  it. 
It  was  advanced  in  the  morning  when  we  moved,  without  receiv- 
ing any  fort  of  fuflenance ;  and  were  marched  in  that  wailing  cli- 
mate eight  hours,  without  breaking  our  fa(l;  during  which,  time, 
we  were  expofed  alternately  to  the  (torching  heat  of  the  fun  and 
heavy  tor  rents  of  rain,  which  raifed  painful  blifters  on  our  (kin. ;: 
we  had  often  to  (land  expofed  to  the  weather,  or  .to  lie  down, 
under  the  pteflure  of  fatigue  and  weaknefs,  on  the  bare  ground ; 
then  wait  an  hour,  or  more,  at  the  door  of  fome  infofc&t*  tinfeel^ 
ing  monftcr,  until  he  finished  his  dinner,  or  took  hie  afternoon's 
nap ;  and  when  this  was  over,  drove  forward  with  wanton  barba-, 
rity  by  the  people  wher  attended  us.      .  r.  .  ,  "  , 

You,  my  Frederick!  who  only  know  the  mild  andracsrein 
ful  difpofition  of  the  People  of  Great  Britain,  wtere  govern 
<•.../  F  ment, 
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ment;  religion,  and  long  habit,  have  reduced  charity  and  benevo- 
lence fa  completely  to  a  fyftem  that  they  feem  to  be  innate  prin- 
ciples of  the  mind,  can  have  no  conception:  of  a  People  who  will 
not  only  lode  upon  the  worft  human  affli&ions  with  indifference, 
but  take  a  fa^age  delight  in  the  miferies  of  their  fellow-creatures, 
even  where  no-  poflible  advantage  can  be  reaped  from  their  inhuma- 
nity, and  where  the  only  reward  they  can  propofc  to  themfelves* 
for  their  cruelty  is-  the  pleafure  of  contemplating  human  fuffer- 
ings. 

Such,  fbrry  am  1  to  fay  it,  is  the  difpofrtion  of  fbme  parts  of 
the  Eaft  Indies- that  I  have  been  in  :  and  although  thofe  parts  un- 
der the  dominion  of  Great  Britain  owe  their  emancipation  from 
the  moft  galling  yokes  to  the  Engiifli — and  thoughr  under  their 
aufpices,  they  live  in  a  ftate  of  greater  happinefs  than  ever  they 
did,  and  greater  freedom  even  than  Britons  themfclves— ryet  fach 
is  the  wicked  ingratitude  of  many  of  them,,  fuch  the  inflexible 
animofity  arifing  from  a  contradictory  religion,,  that  the  death  or 
fufFering  of  an  Englishman,  or  any  misfortune  that  may  befal  him* 
often  fcrves  only  as  matter  of  lport  or  aihufement  to  them.  It 
would  be  well  if  it  refted  there— but  unfortunately  they  are  worfe 
again ;  for  in  general  they  have  the  like  coidneftand  indifference^ 
or  indeed,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  the  like  axrerfion*  to  each- 
other's  good ;  and  the  fame  diabolical-principles  of  felfifhoefs  and 
treachery  pervade  the  greater  number  in  thofe  vaft  rfegions,  alfhoft 
boundl^fs  in  extent*  and  almofi  matcKlefs  ii  &r tility ♦      '       ', 
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Two  days  after  this,  we  were  moved  again,  ftnd  marched  up 
<thc  iXAxittrj  by  a  long  And  circuitous  route,  in  which  we  underwent 
every  hardship  that  cruelty  cowld  inflift,  or  human  fortitude  en- 
{kre-^-now  bliftered  with  the  heat,:  now  drenched  With  the  ran; 
and  nowchilkd  wkh  the  night  damps— deftitute  of  anyplace  but 
the  bare  earth  to  reft  or  lay  our  heads  on,  with  only  a  fcaaty  pits* 
tance  of  boiled  rice  for  our  fupport— often  without  water  to  quench 
our  dbkft,  and  constantly  goaded  by  the  -guards,  who  pricked  us 
wkh  their  bayonets  -every  naw  and  then,  at  once  to  evince  their 
power,  entertain  the  ipe&alors,  and  mortify  us*  We  arrived  at 
Hydernagur,  the  metropdis  of  the  province  of  Biddanore— a  fort 
of  confiderable  ftrength,  mounting' upwards  of  fevfenty  guns,  con- 
taining a  large  garrifcn  of  men,  and  poffeffed  of  itamenie  wealth. 

It  was  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  when  we  arrived  at 
Biddanorei  the  day  was  extremely  hot,  and  we  Were  kept  out 
under  the  full  heat  of  that  broiling  fun  till  fix  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing, before  we  were  admitted  to  an  audience  of  the  Jemadar,  or 
Governor  of  the  place,  without  having  a  mouthful  of  visuals  of- 
fered totte  after  the  fatiguing  march  of  the  morning. 

While  we  flood  in  this  forlorn  ftate,  a  vaft  concourfe  of  peopte 
collected  about,  and  viewed  us  with  curiofity.  Looking  round 
through  thole  who  ftood  neareft,  I  obferved  ibme  men  gazing  at 
me  with  ftrong  marks  of  emotion,  and  a  mixture  of  wonder  and 
concern  pourtrayed  in  their  countenances.  Surprised  to  fee  fuch 
fymptoms  of  humanity  in  a  Myforian  Indian,  I  looked  at  them 
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•with  more  fcrotinizing  attention,  aad  thought  that  their  .faces 
were  familiar  to  me.  Catching  my  eye,  {hey  looked  at  raefig- 
nificaiitly,  as  though  they  would  exprefs  their;  regard  and  reipeft 
for  me^  if  they  dared;  and  I.  then  began  to.  recoiled  that  they 
were  formerly  privates  in  my  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  were  then, 
prisoners  at  large  with  Hydek* 

J  was  not  left  furprifed  that  thofc  poor(lellows  ihould  recog- 
nift.me  in  my  prefent  miferable  fallen  itobe,  than  affe&ed  at  the 
Sympathetic  feeling  they  dilBofei  I  returned  their  look  with  a 
private  nod  of  recognition;  hut,  feeing  that  they  were  afraid  to 
fpeak  to  me,  and  fearing  I  might  injure  them  by  difcloiing  our 
acquaintance,  I  forbore  any  thing  more.  .  The  guilty  fouls  of  des- 
potic Governments  are  perpetually  aliw  to  fofpicion :  every, look 
alarms  them ;  and  alarm  or  iufpicion  never  fails  to  be  followed  up 
with  prolcription  or  death. 

Men,  when  in  the  fullnefs  of  power  and  pride  of  office,  very 
feldom  give  themfelves  time  to  refled  upon  the  inftability  of  hu- 
man greatnefs,  and  the  uncertainty  of  earthly  contingencies* 
When,  inverted  with  all  the  trappings  of  authority,  I  commanded 
the  regiment  to  which  thole  poor  fellows  belonged,  I  would  have 
thought  that  he  fpoke  wildly  indeed  who  would  have  alkdged 
that  it  w^s  poffible  I  could  ever  become  an  object  of  their  pity— 
that  I  ihould  ftand  naked  and  degraded  before  them,  and  they 
be  afraid  to  acknowledge  me :  but,  though  I  ihould  have  thougto 
fo  then,  it  was  yet.  fonie  comfort  ro  me,  when  that  unfortunate 
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event  did  come  to  pafs,  to  reflet,  that,  when  in  pqwer,  I  made 
fuch  ufe  of  it  as  to  excite  amotions  in  their  bofoms  of  affe&ion  and 
rcfpeft.  Did  the  tyrant  and  overbearing  infolent  Chiefs  con- 
fider  this,  and  govern  themfelves  by  its  inftru&ions,  they  would  go 
into  the  field  with  the  confbling  reflexion,  that  no  gun  would  be 
levelled  at  their  head  except  that  of  the  common  enemy— ra  thing 
that  does  not  always  happen. 


LETTER    XLIX. 


Had  we  been  made  prifbners  of  war  in  battle  agamft  an 
enemy,  there  is  no  law  of  Nature  or  Nations,  no  rule  df  reafbn 
or  principle  of  equity,  that  could  palliate  fuch  treatment*  as  that 
which  we  now  received:  but,  caft  by  misfortune  artil1  ftffpwrfeck 
on  their  fhore,  we  were  entitled  to:  folate  and  pr6WS4ori;J  'The 
worft  wretches  who  hang  out  falfe  beacons  ort  tftc:  Wefteni  Cb&fts 
of  England,  to  Allure  (hips  to  their  dcftru&ion,  would  n6t;13e  'cruel 
without  .  temptation ;  and,  if  they  did  not  expeft,,trf,gam'  fbme 
profit  by  it,  would  rather  decline  knocking  their  felfow^dftinttiWs 
in  the  head :  but  thofe  barbarians,  without  any  profit* 'fan  wh&t  a 
malignant  heart  derives  from  the  miferies  6f  others,  o/4Hy  jflSfiftfre 
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lk»  ^har |ffi$t«edj  fifcJfar^idir  paifc,  exereifed'tfpon  us  the  rao&* 
^tfiiterti  e4**eity.r  -eofrnprn^d  Avieh  fuch  treatment,  inftant  dearth 
*w$?lldl&(^  b&eti  ah  a®  of  mercy  to  us  j  and  wc  lhauld  have  liad 
Waion  t'6.M*fe^i6hafid  that  irift&ed  it. 

:<-  !,liffoftifie^ibns  of  :on!e  fort  or 'other — the  inceffant  torturing  of 
the  mkid  on  the  rack  of  felpenfe — the  injuries  to  the  animal  fyftem, 
occafioned  by  conftant  expofure  to  the  weather,  and  the  want  of 
food — all  confpired  to  reduce  me  to  the  dimenfions  and  feeblenefs 
of  a  Ikeleton.  I  had  grown  daily  Weaker  and  weaker,  and  was 
now  nearly  exhaufted,and  quite  faint;  while, on  the  other  hand,  my 
amiable  companion  HifaffiI6H<>n  was  reduced  by  a  dyfantery,  which 
attacked  him  fbon  after  our  fhip  wreck,  and  which  the  torments  of 
his  mind,  the  want  of  medicine  and  comfortable  food,  and,  above 
all,  the  alternate  violent  changes  from  profufe  perfpiration  in  , 
walking  ,to  chilling  cold  at  night,  had  inereafed  to  fuch  an  alarming 
-degree,  that  he  was  obliged  to  be  carried  the  two  laft  days  journey : 
—In  this  #ate,  we  appeared  to  each  other  as  two  ipe&res  hanging 
pvpr  the  brink  of  the  grave :  and  in  truth,  perceiving  the  rapid 
progrefs  he  was  making  to  his  diffolution,  I  was  afFefted  to  a  de- 
gree, that,,  while  it  really  exaiperatedmy  own  worn-down  ftate, 
^deprived  me  of  all  attention  to  the  rapid  decline  I  was  falling  into, 
<and  almoft  entirely  engroffed  my  care.  In  my  progrefs  through 
life,  I  feiave  bad  occafion  to  try  feveral  men,  and  have  found 
among  tfccgn  many  who  were  every  thing  that  a  good  heart  could 
\yifh  to  find;  but  this  young  Gentleman  had  at  once  fo  much  fuavity 
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and  fpirit — fucfa  gentlends  and  fortitude*— his  fufferings  (thofe  of 
his  mind,  as  well  as  thofe  of  his  body)  were  fb  exquifite,  and  he 
bore  them  with  foeh  mceknefs,  tempered,  by  fuch  uninterrupted 
good  humour,  and  concealed  and  managed  with  fo  much  delicacy, 
that  I  do  not  tranfgreis  the  bounds  of  truth  when  I  fay  I  never  met 
one  who  £o  entirely  interefted  my  feelings*  and  attached  my  friend- 
fhip  fo  unalterably,  upon  principles  of  inftin&ive  impulfe,  as  weH 
as  reafon.  Impelled  by  the  krefiftible  claims  he  had;  upon  my  % 
approbation  and  efteem,  I  entered  with  all  the  warmth'of  a  bro- : 
ther  into  his  fufferings,  and  can  affert  with  tfuih  that  they  consti- 
tuted the  fcvereft  trials  I  underwent ,  during  my  whole  imprison- 
ment. 

While  we  ftood  m  the  court,  waiting  to  be  brought  before  the 
Jemadar,  we  preferred  a  fpe£feclc  that  would  haye  wrung  pity, 
one  would  think,  from  the  heart  of  a  tiger,  if  a  tiger  was.  endued 
with  refle&ion.  At  length  we  were  fummoncd  to  appear-  before 
him,  and  brought  into  his  prefence.  I  had  made  up  my  mind  for 
the  occafion — determined  to  deport  myfeif  in  a  manly,  candid 
manner— and  to  let  no  confideration  whatfoever  lead  me  to  any  thing* 
difgraceiul  to  my  real  chara&er,  or  unworthy  my  fituationin  life  j 
and,  finally,  had  prepared  myfeif  to  meet,  without  fimnking,, 
whatever  misfortunes  might  yet  be  in.  ftore  for  me,  or  wliatever 
cruelties  the  barbarous  difpofitioa  or  wicked  policy  of  the  Tyrant 
might  think  proper  to  inflict 
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On  entering,  we  found  the  Jemadar  in  fait  Durbar.*  He  was 
then  occupied  with  the  reading  of  difpatches,  and  in  tranfa&ing 
other  public  bufinefs.  We  were  placed  dire&lv  ©ppofitc  to  him, 
where  we  flood  for  near  an  hour,  during  which  time  he  never  caft 
his  eyes  towards  us :  but  when  at  laft  he  had  concluded  the  bufinefs 
in  which  he  was  engaged,  and  deigned  to  look  at  us,  we  were  ordered 
to  proftrate  ourfelves  before  him  :  the  Lafcars  immediately  obeyed, 
the  order,  and  threw  themfelves  on  the  ground  ;  but  I  contented 
myfelf  with  making  a  falam,  in  which  poor  Mr.  Hall,  who  knew 
not  the  Eaftern  manner  as  I  did,  followed  my  example. 

As  fbon  as  this  ceremony  was  over,  the  Jemadar  (who  was  no 
other  man  than  the  famous  Hyat  Sahib  that  has  made  fbme 
noife  in  the  hiftory  of  that  war)  began  to  queftion  me.  He  deftred 
to  know,  who  I  was1?— *  what  my  profeifion  was? — what  was  the 
caufe  and  manner  of  my  approaching  the  country  of  Hyder 
Alli?— To  all  thofe  queftions  I  gave  anlwers  that  ieemed  to  fa- 
tisfy  him.  He  then  afked  me,  what  news  I  had  brought  with  me. 
from  Europe  ? — inquired  into  the  ftate  of  the  army,  and  number  of 
recruits  difpatched  in  the  (hips  of  that  feafbn — was  minute  and 
circumftantial  in  his  queftions  refpe&ing  the  nature  and  fuccefs  of 
the  war  in  Europe---and  examined  me  clofely,  touching  the  re- 
fources  of  the  Eaft  India  Company.  I  few  his  drift,  and  was 
cautious  and  circumfpeft  in  my  anfwers,  and  at  the  fame  time 

contrived 
•  Court. 


(  «  ) 

****tFW*d  tP&Hk  wfck  **  <W"  pf  c^oj^pjr  thft  in  jfome  (ort  &ti*H 
*?4f*ffu 

Hiring  P«hji»ftcd  fris  ^vhojp  #rj»g.pf  queftions,  hp  t;wnp^  ^ 
difcourfe  tQ  3ftotf*?r  fi&j«#r-?&<>  le£  thafi  his  great  #»d  puiflanj 
Lord  and  Mnft&t  Hydbr,  >of  whop  he  had  endeavpured  to  im- 
prefs  me  with  a  great,  if  gpl  terrible  idra---a,mpl4fying  hisjpower, 
±u$  .wealth,  and  -the  extent  a&4  opulence  pf  hi$  doxni)aic^s—and 
d/e&iibiag  to.»«f  in  the  mofl:  exaggerated  teri#s,  the  uumter  of 
his  troops— his  pijlkary  tjitenfr — his  vaft,  and,  according  to  his 
account,  unrivalled  genius— ^his  amazing  abilities  ^n  conquering 
and  governing  Natiofis— and,  above  all,  his  many  amiable  quaLU 
ii«s9  and  fplendid  endowments  of  hejirt,  no  lefs  tlww  under&and* 
ing. 

Having  thus,  with  equal  Zealand  fidelity,  endeavoured  to  un* 
preis  me  with  veneration  for  .his  Lord  and  Matter,  and,  for  that  pur - 
pofe  attributed  to  him  every  perfe&ion  that  may  be  fjippofed  to  be 
divided  among  all  the  Kings  and  Generals  that  have  liyed  fiqce  the 
birth  of  Christ,  and  given  each  their  due,  he  turned  to  the  English 
Government,  and  endeavoured  to  demonftrate  to  me  the  folly  and 
inutility  of  our  attempting  to  rpfift  his  progrefs,  which  he  con- 
pared  to  that  of  the  fea,  to  a  iempeft,  to  a  torrent,  to  a  lion's  pace 
and  fury-^to  every  thing  that  anEaftern  fmagination  could  fuggeft 
as  a  figure  proper  to  exemplify  grandeur  and  irrefifHble  power. 
He  then  vaunted  of  his  Sovereign's  fuccefles  over  the  Englifh,  fbm« 
of  which  I  had  not  heard  of  before,  and  did  not  believe ;  and  con- 
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eluded  by  alluring  me,  that  it  was  Hydek's  determination  to  drive 
all  Europeans  from  Indoftan,  which  he  averred  he  could  not 
fail  to  do,  confidering  the  weaknefs  of  the  one,  and  boUndlefs 
power  of  the  other.  This  part  of  Hyat  Sahib's  difcourfe  is 
well  worth  your  remembering,  as  it  will  ferve  to  make  a  very  di- 
verting contraft  with  his  fubfequent  condu£L 

After  having  expended  near  half  an  hour  in  this  manner,  he 
called  upon  me  to  come  over  near  him,  and  caofed  rte  to  feat  my- 
felf  upon  a  mat  with  a  pillow  to  lean  upon — encouraged  me,  by 
every  means  he  could,  by  the  mod  gentle  accents,  and  the  moft 
foothing,  mollifying  language,  to  fpeak  to  him  without  the  leaft 
referve*— -exhorted  me  to  tell  him  the  truth  k*  eviery  thing  we 
fpoke  of—and  hinted  to  me,  that  my  falling  into  his  hands  might 
turn  out  the  moft  fortunate  event  of  my  life. 

I  was  at  a  lofs  to  what  motive  to  attribute  ail  thofe  lingular 
marks  of  indulgence ;  but  found  that  he  had  learned  whofe  ion  I 
was,  and  knew  my  father  by  reputation  from  the  prifoners,  ouf 
Sepoys,  who  were  now  prifoners  at  large  here :  .  and  as  rank  awl 
office  are  the  chief  recommendation  in  the  Eaft,  as  well  as  eMe- 
where,  or  rather  much  more  than  any  where -eMe*  the  iagacious 
Hyat  Sahib  found  many  claims  to  efteem  and  humanity  in  n» 
as  the  fbn  of  a  Colonel  Campbell,  which  he  never  would  have 
found  in  me  had  I  been  the  fon  of  a  plain  humble,  farmer  or  trades- 
man in  England. 

After 
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After  a  full  hour's  jwdjence,  in  which  Hyat\Sa^ib  treated 
rac;  with  diftinguiihed  marks  of  his  favour,  confideriug  nvjf:fitu*- 
tioi?»  he  dUffliffed  me  with  the  ceremony  *of  Ijeetle-awit^  fofe-w%- 
ier,  and  other  compliments,  which  arc  in  that  country  held  as  the 
ifrongeft  marks  of  politenefs,  refpeft,  andgood-iwiH* 

Leaving  the  Durbar,  I  was  led  to  th$  inper  ,  ^rt  <or -  citadel :  ai*i 
the  officious  zeal  of  thofe  aboqt  me,  unwilling  to  let  mp  j#mq^ 
ignorant  of  that  which  they,  conceived  to  ^amofl  ^Jtuxjja^turn 
in  my  affairs,  gave,  the  coup  dc  grate  \*  my1roiferi^$c»  I  we^t 
a|ong9  by  congfatulating  me  on  the  favourable  opinion  which  tfy* 
Jemadar  had  formed  of  me,  and  intimating  at  the  fame  tjme  that 
J  would ibon  be  honoured  with  a  refpediatye  command  ia  Ht  dee's 
fervice.  m  ^  t   •  ;   t 

If  I  wasmiferable  before,  this  intimation  entirely  deftroyed 
the  laft  remnant  of  peace  or  hope.  I  was  determined  to  die  a 
thou&nd  deaths  fooner  than  ferve  any  State  hoflile  to  Great 
Britain — but  ftill  more  a  Tyrant,  whofe.  country,  nature  and  prin- 
ciples I  detefted,  and  could  never  think  of  without  the  greajteft 
horror ;  and  I  judged,  that  if  fuch  an  offer  fhould  be  made,  and  I 
refufed  it,  my  life  would  fall  a  facrifice  to  their  rage  and.  difap* 
pointment,  or  at  leaft  I  fhould  live  a  life  of  imprifoxunent, .  and 
never  more  behold  country,  family,  friends,  connexions,  or  any 
thing  that  I  valued  in  life. 

G2  .  .         ,ThaJ: 

*  An  aromatic  nut  which  the  Eaft  Indians  chew  ;  it  is  warm  and  aft ri agent, 
and  confidered  by  them  a  great  reftorative. 
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*  Hiat  night  the  Jemadar  ftht  mte  an  excellent  fupper,  <$f  not 
tefs  than  fix  diflies,  from  his  own  tible  J  and  although  I  had  been 
fo  longT  famiftihg  with  thfe  want  of  wholefcme  frod,  the  idea  ctf 
bring  enhftfcd  ih  the  ftrvice  of  HrtoiK  ftruck  me  with  ftich  hor- 
ror,  that  I  loft  all  appetite,  and  was  fcarcely  albfe  to  eat  a  raoutht- 
'fol.  MK  Hill,  arid  I,  however,  were  fepaf&f ed  from  die  Lafcars* 
*who  were  refeafed,  and  forced  to  work. 

Nbrwithftandfeg;  the  ia  votfrable  intentions  martifefted  toward* 
me  by  the  Jtmadir,  ate  f  have  already  mentioned,  no  mark  of  it 
.whatfoeVei*  appeared  ih  our  lodging.  This  cortfiftedof  a  fitoafl 
£lacef  exactly  the  iizeclf  oar  lchg th  and  breadth,  in  the  «ig»£ag 
\>f  oiife  6f  the  gates  <tf  the  citadel :  it  was  t^penin  fotft*  h«t  co* 
vered  with  a  kind  of  a  fhed  on  the  top;  and  a  number  of  other 
^prlfonfers  wert  about  tis*:  each  of  us  was  allowed  a  mat  rfnd  pil- 
low; &hd  this  forttied  the  whole  of  our  local  accommodations. 
'Upori  itty  Remarking  It,  we  Were  told,  that  In  corifbrtolty'to  the 
cuftom  of  the  Circar,*  'we  muft  betteated  fofbr-fometirire,  but 
that  our  accommodatibhs  would  ifterwards'be  extended,  anti  madd 
more  agfteable  to  our  wifhes :  teven  this  was  better  than  our  fitu- 
ation'  fince  we  landed. 

In  addition  to  tliis  luxury,  we  were  allowed  to  the  valuer  of 
four  pence  halfpenny  a  day  for  our  maintenance;  and  a  guard  of 
Sepoys  was  put  over  us  and  a  few  more  prifoners,  one  of  whom 
was  directed  to  go  and  purchafe  our  vidhials,  and  do  luch  like 

offices  for  us. 

This 

•*  Country  or  Province! 
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-  Thisgwaird  ww  changed  cwy  .*«fc-r*  &W «wk  tf  $# 
fdpiciousiand  wary  -lennpecs  ,^  :ta$&  f*H#ta»  .wfe<?  wuMf  fe^r  in,- 
frigate  and  rabdatetweww^fc^J^f^  fai- 

Intwo .or thse*  dajs Aftdr  *fei$*  f$i[*p&Am*.>£&t,  fajW*v» 
treated  me  swkk  ^bhktfako&tmsjmte^^.fyptfkutf 
me.  wtthit>*;ot>r  throe  fttrtfeAn-gldgeeMod  pm&*uw()M9ec)a.&i 
whict'Kcrpjftrqjpod^row^hfi  d^tbwJi^t^.wc^^^rwftfalhor^ 
£fom.tiK.w6ckT^e4^*hiQg£tkat^^ 

Bidenorc.  At  tttoJitaflXteWibe  tcfttissl  J»ft  *?*&  sgWfft  ?$%$#<•■"' 
gave  rae»  bolides',  the  artttfo  ajjswfc^n^itfrod,  fthk$y  lyigeje^r 
and,  UfMamjr;gDiiJig*w^,  ftottlBfcAit  #*»&*'  &#? j*iWffl*> 
taring  pj^&l  »rau]^>fa  mMfedfttiftt* rfltfi  f!*felW;  ftmajjon  woj^W 

#iis;tmpofliMe  &r3XK;to,«q>rflfetoy^tt*  roy^d63J-,F?ui:WJCK.f 
the  hnrsQr:i4rlfcat  the  idea dfitii4iij*«a*k^^p^---^Ife«e^  tnif: 
too  well  what  it  meant.  It  was  the  fource  of  bitter  mifery  to.mjr 
mind :  neverthelefs,  I  dete*minedito-*«6ft.evcify  «fFart-that  mould 
be  made,  whether  blandifnmenr, "  mtreaty,1  or  menace — to  lay 
down  my  life  itfelf,  though  in  obfcurity,  with  honour — and  to 
carry  along  with  me,  go  where  I  would,, the. confcioufhefe  of  hav- 
ing done  my  duty. 

I  have  in  the  courfe  of  my  life  met  with  many  people,  who, 
under  the  plaufible  pretext  of  liberality  and  greatncfs  of  mind, 
hax&pajled  tfcemfelves  Citizens  of  the  World,  and  declared  that 

the 
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ttii  Cotfiifry  w*fel£  therlhfed;  be  that  what  Country  it  might*  was 
tftetfV;lakid  dfcmatf^^  but  I hpve 

alwi^^^dty^fpeJSted  th&*ieh<  men  a&tfotb  a  cdnfciwfnefe 
of  being  outcafts  of  their  own  Country — and,  fcorned  and  re- 
jetflea^W  theiri  Mlcfo^itiai&is,  vA>\M  retafottefcy  affixing  to  deny 
*h8fcfi*iWal  iattadhSrf*^;  There  kre  metowhp  neither  love  f^ 
thet^ftiodiferi  -fift^i  brother*  o*<  obtthe&ODV  filch,  however 
are,'  *  thank  <*bD !  Very }  tlaiily^iowA  in  this  worid  %  but,  except  it 
be  a  few.  iuch  unnatural  people;  f^m  convinced  that  there  is  no 
one  whdfe  heart  dddi  not  cohfeft  the  patriotic*  piffion,  and  burn 
with  a  flame,  more  or  lefi  ardent,  of  love  fib  hi*  Country;  My 
predile&ions  that  way  are  naturally  ftroug*  and  lam* now  happy 
toreflcft  theft:  I  evinced  themby  thfemoft  unequivocal  proofs:  had 
I  not,  I  were  indeed,  in  my' own  opinion*  fit  for  any  puntfhmenti 
^however  ignominious;  and  to  all  filch  as  lift  their  armsagfcinft 
their  Country,  as  to  Parricides,  I  will  lay,  in  the  words  of  th$ 
Poet, 

"  Never  pray  more— abandon  all  reiborfe : 

"  On  horror's  head,  horrors  accumulate ; 

"  Do  deeds  to  make  Heaven  weep— all  earth  amaz'd ; 

•'  For  nothing  can'ft  thou  to  damnation  add,   , 

"  Greater  than  that" 
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'  On  the  evening  of  that  day  on  which  the  Jemadar 
Hyat Sahib  had  honoured  me  with  an  audience,  given  me  clothes 
and  money,  and  informed  me  that  a  propofal,  which  he  called 
flattering/  would  be  made  to  me,  I  was  fent  for  to  attend,  not  at 
the  Durfcar,  but  at  the  houfe  of  a  man  high  in  office.    As  I  ex- 
pected to  meet  My  at  Sahib,  htmfplf,  and  trembled  at  the  thoughts 
of  his  expe&ed  proportion,  I  wasftirpriied,  and  indeed  pleafed^  to 
find  that  it  was  with  one  of  his- people  only  I  was  to  have  a  con- 
ference.   This  man,  whofe  name  I  now  forget,  received  me  with 
great  kindneis,  encouraged  me,  made  me  fit  down  with  him,  and 
began  to  fpeak  of  Hyat  Sahib*  whom  he  extolled  to  the  ikies, 
as  a  perfon  endowed  with  every  great  and  amiable  quality ;  in- 
forming me  at  the  lame  time,  that  he  was  pofTefled  of  the  friend- 
ihip  and  confidence  of  his  Mailer,  Hyder  Alli,  in  a  greater  de- 
gree than  any  other  peribn~<FiPPOO  Sahjib,  his  own  Ion,  not 
excepted :  he  then  gave  me  the  private  hiftory  of'  HYAT-~laying, 
that  he-' was  bom  a  Oentoo  Prince,  of  o»e  of  the  provinces  of 
the  Malabar  coaft,  which  had  fallen  beneath  the  irrefiftible  arms  of 
Hyde*,  and  had  been  by  him  annexed  to  the  vail:  Myforeaa  Em- 
pire* 
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pire.  Hyat,  he  feid,  was  then  only  a  boy  of  eleven  or  twelve- 
years  of  age,  of  a  moft  promifing  genius,  and  a  quicknefs  of  mind 
unufiially  met  with  in  one  of  tKofe  tender  j€5K.  Hyder,  who 
was  in  all  refpe&s  a  man  of  unrivalled  p&ietration,  thought  ho 
few  in  the  boy  that  which,  if  properly  cultivated,  would  turn  out 
of  vaft  ufe  to  a  State ;  and  as,  in  all  Mahoraedan  Governments, 
tmconnfc^;  lfcfl#t«d  fo&y^  ©frames  flames  mne  bred  irp  in  the 
SmgHo  ib&ct&dtblht  grtAt  offices  df thzSt&b+HzDEttteftrt 
the  toy,  !hSd  ftlfafai^'^MahDhiwkn^  and,  a  fed,  treated  him 
tfs  If  he  had  beeh  'tke  iflfue  c/f  liis  wrn  toin^  and  ivought  hitrrtfp 
with  aH  theaffe&k>riakA  *e«d*rriefs -of  a  forid  |«reiit.  lata  the 
more  pdrticukriii  ftattng  «hri  piwt  of.  Htat^s  hiftocy  *o  ypu,  36 
{fane  rdfpet?teble  Moriafis,  deceived  by  erroneous  report,  have 
Taid  that  he  was  the  IHegftittWte  tftepring  of  Hy»M.  The  jSul- 
tan,  hdwetfef,  Was  not  dHappditttfcd  in  the  .cacpedations  he  had 
formed ;  for  Hyat  Sahib  h&4>  in  zeal,  fidelity  and  attaclumttt, 
as  Well  as  in  intelle6hial  faculties  *and  talents  for  governing,  even 
ftirpaffed  the  warttieft  hopes  of  his  Matter. 

Having  given  me  this  concife  account  of  the  Jemadar,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  inform  me,  that  th*  Arcot  Sepoys,,  whom  I  have  before 
mentioned  to  you,  had  dife&veped  to  Hyat  Sahib  whft  I  was, 
given  him  a  foil  account  of  my  family,  and  informed  hipp  that  I 
had  commanded  a  regiment  ef  cavalry  in  the  ;fervfce  of  the  Nabob 
of  Arcot,  together  with  4  corps  of  infantry  and  artillery  attached 
to  it;    In  confequfenceof  this  report*  Hyat  Sahib,  he  laid,  had 

interefted 
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interested  himfelf  very  warmly  in  my  favour,,  and  exprefled  an. 
anxious  defire  Xo  render  me  a  fervicc 

Thus  far  the  difcoude  pkafedime*.  Nothing  was  faid  in  it  ft* 
give  me  alarm;  on  the;  contrary,  I  indulged  a  hope,  that,  know- 
ing my  rank,  ahd  the  rank  of  my  father,  he  would  no  longer  en- 
tertain a  hope  of  my  entering  into,  the  fervice  of  Hyde*,  and, 
for  the  time.  I  was  to  be  imprifbned,  treat  me  with  fuitable  in- 
dulgence^ But  I  flattered. my felf  too  iboa;/or,  as  the  old;  laying1' 
is,   "  reckoned  without  my  hoft."' 

When  he  hadfiniihedhis  hiflrbry  of  Hyat  Sahib,  which  Be 
overchai^ed*  with  fulfbme  panegyric,  he  told  me,  with  a  face  full 
of  that  triumphant  importance  which  one  who  thinks,  he  is  con- 
ferring a  great  favour  generally  affuraes^  that  it  was.  the  intention •* 
of  Hyat  Sahib>  for  and  on  behalf  of  his  mafter  the.&iltan,  to 
give  me  the  command  of  five  thoufand  meni — am  offer:  which  he 
ffcppofed.I  could  not  think  of  declining,,  and  therefore  expedted  no 
other  anfwer  but  a  profufion  of  thanks,  and  ftrong  manifeftations 
of  joy  on  my  patf- 

Itis  not  poffibre  for  me  to  defcribe  to  you  mydifinay  at  this 
formal  propofal,  or  pb\irtray  to  you  the  various  emotions  that  took  N 
pofleflion  of  my  breaft.;  Resentment  had  its  fhare^-the  pride  of 
the  Soldier,  not  unaccpmpanifcd  with  the;  pride  of  Family  and  Rank, 
while  it  urged  me.  to  fpurafrpm  me, fuch  a; hafe.  accommodation, 
made  me  confider  the  offer  aa  a  great;  infult.,  I  therefore  paiufed' a  r 
little*  to  fupprefs  my  feelings ;  and  then  told  him  my  "firm  refolu- 
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tifsi*'ifb«c  tolaocept ofiiucka  proposal ;.  and  upon  hi* ekpreffing 
great  aftonifhnient  at  my  declining  a  ftation  fc  fraught  with  ad- 
xanteigfi,  I  laid  d^wh,  in  the  bell  manner  I  could,  my  reafbns ; 
andirtfeuft  Jay,  ^t  he  Kftenedto  all  the  obje&ions  I  ftartfed  with 
grfiat;  paUeihck;  but,  in  the  conclufion,  faid  he  had  little  doubt  of 
fyMJtog  means  to,  overcome  my  relu&ance*    - 

Hfe  daimiffed  me  for  the  prefent,  and  I  returned  to  ray  prifbn, 
w&ere.  I  related  to  my  companion,  Mr.  Hall,  every  thing  that 
pafTed  between  us :  we  canvaffed'  the  matter  fully,  and  he  agreed* 
wiUh  me,  th^t  it  was  likely  to  turn  out  a  moft  dreadful  and  cruel 
perfecution.     It  was  on  this  occafion  that  I  firfl:  felt  the  truth  of 
the  principle,  that  perfecution  never  fails  to  be  fubverfive  of  its  own 
end,  and  to  promote  that  which  it  is  intended  to  deftroy.     There 
is,  ip.  the  human  mind,  an  innate  abhorrence  of  compulfion ;  and 
perfecution  always  gives  new  ftrength  and  elafticity  to  the  foul;* 
and  at  laft,  when  ftrained  to  its  utmoft  extent,  makes  Mau  fur- k 
mount  difficulties  which  at  firft  feem  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of 
humanity. 

Piqued  by  the  idea  of  perfecution,  I  began  to  feel  a  degree  of 
enthufiafm  which  I  was  before  a  ftranger  to :  I  looked  forward, 
with  a  kind  of  gloomy  pleafute,  to  the  miferies  that  brutal  tyranny 
might  inflift  upon  me,  even  to  death  itfelf ;  and  already  began  to 
indulge  the  exultation  of  martyrdom.  "  No,"  faid  Ii  "  my  dear 
Haul  !  never  will  Itarnifh  the  character  of  a  Britifh  Soldier--- 
never  will  I  difgrace  my  blood  or  my  profeffion — never  fhaH  an 

aft 
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aft  pf  mhg  fully  thfe  purelame  of  my  revered  faffier — never  fhall 
any  fiif&rings  of  mine,  howevefr  poignant,  or  worldly  advantage; 
however  feduftive*  fem^t  me  16  db  that  which  his  noT>le  fpii4f 
would  regard  with  hbrroi*  or  contempt.  I  may/  kh&  rforefe^  1  mtift 
be  miferaWet  but  I  hfever  will  be  bafe  or  degenerate: f*  Ihdfced;  I 
had  vtfronght  myfelf  up  td  fuch  a  pitch  of  firmneft,  that  I  am  pet"- 
fuaded-the  moft  exquifite  m\d  refined  cruelties  which  the  ingenuity 
of  an  Iroquois  Indian  coiildhave  infli&ed  on  my  body,  would'HaV£ 
been  utterly  incripabl6  of  behdiftg  the:  ftubbdrh  temper  'bt  my 
ftiindi'  •  '  !' 

.'  TH^fffece  in  WKchwe  Wiefr^lodged  was  Mtfdted  in  d;vf£y  not 
very  favourable  to  Our  feelings;  Juft  Within  fight  c/f  it,  the  Corfi- 
mandafat  of  the  citadel  held  a  Court — by  him  yclfe'p'd  a  Court'  of 
Juftiee^-whef6  the'mdft  fhockfog;  barbarous  cruelties  wefghdurly 
exercifed'-'— Moft'  6f  them  for  the  jjurpofe.of*  ex^toi-hng  Aibii^yi  aiiil* 
ctinipelling  thfr  difefitfefy  of  hidden;  or  fiif/p6fitttfas  "'IHcttfitf  ti:ek- 
firfes,  -'Indefed*  £ve  fiMhs  of  tho&  #ha  iufFered1  W6rfc  of -fchis  de- 
fcriptkirira^tfoj^  bafbaroii^':  fefy 

firf£  begaw  with  car  eflfes,'  (hen  pf oc'eetJetf  to  fe&arrtfriation  anti  cfdfc- 
dxswwindtlon,  thefioe  &>  thfeafft,  thence  to  jp\ifaifhrheiirir,  atitf, 
Anally,  td  the  frioft  erttel  tortorels;. 

T)irk&t\y  pppoftie  ib  u#,  -was  Irhprifonect  att  unfortunate'  p'ef- 
fo«,  who  had  *fr  ^ears  feeeft  a  dole  capfhfej'an'd1  tfie  fptfrt  jttrf' 
fubjefl?  of  thofe"  enbrfcrffie*.     He  wak  a  man'ottc^'  cf  the  fttighefi* 
rahfc  in  tfee  Cpflrrfr^  where  now  he  wasafprfflMeV?  for  5'Mft  of 

H  2  years 


ytsff^h^  had  ban  Governor  alible  ftfanager  fcf  the  whole  pro- 
vince $£  Bidapo^.  7  -T^is  \yas  during  th<?:reign  of'tbe  laft  Rafta,  or 
Quecn^  r.whofc-  family,  had  .hcQii)  Sovereigns  of  the  Cotfiitryfor  ,time 
immemorial,;  till  .Hyde r  made  a  conqueft  of,  and  annexed' it  to 
hisrpther  uforpations.  Unfortunately  for  him,  he  was  fuppofed 
to  haye  amafled  and  fecreted'  enormous  treafures,  in  confequence 
of  which  he  had  already  undergone  the  fiery  ordeal  of  torture  feve- 
ral  times.  He  was  fuppofed  to  have  produced,  from  firft  to  laft, 
about  fifteen  lacks  of  pagodas  ;  and  then,  in  the  courfe  of  eighteen 
months,  was  degraded  gradually,  from  the  high  refpeft  in  tyhich 
he  was  at  firft  held,  down  to  a  moft  abjeft  ftate — -threatened, 
flagged,  punifhed  in  a  variety  of  ways,  and,  finally,  put  to  the- 
moft  cruel  tortures.  I  myfelf  faw  him  treated  with  the  higheft 
degree  of  refpeft,  and  afterwards  brought  to  the  loweft  ftage  of 
mifery  and  humiliation.  One  thing,  however,  I  muft  not  forget, 
is  the  fortitude  with  which  he  and  all  of  them  bore  their  punifli- 
ment:  it  was  truly  heroic — indeed,  beyond  all  belief.  Nothing 
could  iurpafsit,  except  the  ikill  and  inventive  ingenuity  which  the 
barbarians  exhibited  in  ftriking  out  new  modes  of  torture.  My 
foul  fickened  with  horror  at  the  fight :  th*  amiable  Hall  could 
worfe  fupport  it  than  his  own  miferies,  and  loft  all  that  fortitude, 
in  his  feeling  for  others'  misfortunes,  which  he  dilplayed  in  fb 
unbounded  a  fhare  in  his  own;  and  often,  very  often,  we  found 
the  rigour  and  feverity  of  our  pwn  fituation  utterly  forgotten  in 
our  anguiih  and  fyropathy  for  the  fufFerings  of  others.   Never  fhall 
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I  forget  it :  rifever  (hall  I  think-without  horror  of  the  kccurfed  policy 
and  wicked,  tyranny  of  thei  Eafterii Governments,  whe^e  ever£ 
fenfe  of  humanity  is  extinguished,  arid  Man^  more  mercilefs  tliatt 
the  tiger,  riots  in  the  blbod<of  his  fellbw-creatures  Without  caufel 
Mr.  Hall,' notwithiftanding  the  various  fufFeringslxAh  6f  mind 
and  body  whichhe  had  undergone,  begaii  tA  tecruit/tind  get  k 
little  better;  and  this  circuniftance,  of  itffclf,  difKifefl  a  flow-'of 
ipirits  over  nib  that  contributed  to  my  fuppofr/  We  ctiiiibled  ea<3if 
other  by  every  means  we  could  devift^--£orfifetltrlesl  indulging  m  att 
the  luxury  of  woe-— fbmetiihes  rallying  each  other*/1  aftdj'  With  if k: 
diffenibled  lprightKhels^  calling  on  the  Goddefs  Extphrosyne  td 
come  with  her  "  quirps  and  cranks,  and  wreathed v'Jhiiles :"  but, 
fclas!  the  mountain  nymph,  fweet  Liberty,  wasfat'aftay,  arid5 
the  Goddefs  (hunned  our  abode.  We  however  began  to^  tbnceiv# 
that  we  might  form  a  fyftem  for  our  relief,  and,  by  :a  methodical1 
arrangement,  intrench  ourfelves  from  the  affaults  of  grie?:  fto  this 
end,  we  formed  fererti  refolutions,  and  entered  into  certain'  en- 
gagements— fiich  as,  never  to  repine  at  our  fate,  if  mwc  to'ttld—tci 
draw  confblation  from  the  more  dreadful  lot  of  others,  if  we  could  \ 
— and  to  encourage  hope — hope  that  comes  to  all ;  and,  on  the 
whole,  to  confine  our  converfation  as  .much  as  poffible  to  fubje&s 
of  an  agreeable  nature :  but  thefe*  like  many  other  rules  which 
we  lay  down  for  the  condu£t  of  life,  were  often  broken  by  nece£ 
fity,  and  left  us  to  regret  the  fallibility  of  all  human  precautionary 

fyftems. 
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Theypulbandftrengthof  Mr.,HALi.  was  to  the  fuH  as  ada- 
quat?  as  mii^e  to  the  fupport  of  any  peribnal  hardfhip :  his  intelr 
k#ual  powers  "were  excellent,  his  temper  incomparable,  and  his 
fprtiibpde  unparalleled  ;  jet  could  I  fee,:  that  fomething  more  thalt 
J»BP^w4;itfP°n  .^  farfacp  wrought;  wifJan  hun^aaci  gnawed  his 
Jje^  w$ki  Ridden  gaifi.  United  as  yyje  were  'hy  fjbijtiment;  as 
^eUa*  ^jpafitj,of  fyfferiiig,  I  felt  fpr  him:tflo  deeply,  not  to 
hay$  an,  »^j;e$&g  aujp&ty.  to  know  jvh^t  it  was*  that  preyed  upon 
$pg  ^ii^^^M.  now.heen,  months  together,.  feUow-fufferer s ; 
a^L  I  thpugh^myi^f  not. without  forae-  (?laira  to  hifr  oqnfideijce-r.-» 
J^otd^ip^  :and  defijredhim  to  impart  to  mc  his*  itoify;  which 
1^,.  with  his  accwftomed  iuavity  and  cpnfdefcenfofy  agreed  tQ--- 
^fjCquring.^  .t^at  it  .was  not.fuch  a  ftory,a$  could,  requite  the  trouble, 
of  hearing  ,itVjor  intereft  Jjny  one  bufi  ftipafelf,  or:&nnp  very  /tfpnafr 
ffiend  hwleed,:  fuch,  hawever,  headed;  he  took  rae  to-be  j, ajwk 
as  foch,  .^9*4^  tpU^it  to  m*.  I  think  it,  however,,  W9fth  fela£jyngf 
and  will  give  it  to ryau.iu.  hk  own  words;  and^thpqgh  k  be*  \t#$ 
fliort,  mull  defer  the  relation  to  another  Letter*,  , 
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.Mi.  Hall  having,  as  I  told- you  in  mylaft,  obligingly 
agreed1  to  fevour  me  with  a  relation  of  his  ftory,  I  now  give  it  to' 
yotfas  nearly  in  his  own  words  as  I  can  remember  them.  Hfe  pro- 
ceeded thus  r  , 

14  Although  you  are  now,  my  dear  friend.!  a  witnels  to  mjr 
being  the  raoft  perfe&ly  wretched  of  all  created  beings,  yet*  the ' 
time  is  not  long  paft  when  fortune  finiled  upon  aiuPgave  m&  pro- 
mifeof  its  much  happiness  ^Minifrtliis'  wretched*  vale  of  tears  is 
allowed  by  his  cirqumfcrtbed-  natute  to  hope-for*  V  have  ften  the 
time^  when  each  revolving  (un-rofeto-uffler  me  to  av  day  of  joy, 
andiet  toconfignme-t^a  night  of  und*ftbrbed>epofe — when  the 
b6untie$of  Nature*  and  the  produ6toons  of'Artj  were  poured  with 
the  profufion  of  fond  paternal  a£c£iion  into  my  lap— ^when  troops 
of  friends  hailed  ray  fifing  pFoipe#s*~ when  heakJi  andjpeace  made 
this  perfon  their  uninterrupted  abode— and  when  the  moft  benig- 
nant love  that  eyer  bleffed  a  mortal  fiited  up  the  meafore  of  my 
blifs.  Yes,  Campbell  !  it  was  once  my  happinefs,  though  now* 
alas!  the  fource  of  poignant-  mifery,  to  be  bleffed  with  the  beft 
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parents  that  ever  watched  over  the  welfare  of  a  child — with 
friends,  too,  who  loved  me,  and  whom  my  heart  cherifhed — and 
— -O  God  !  do  I  think  of  her,  and  yet  retain  my  fenfes — with 
the  affe&ions  of  a  young  lady,  than  whom  Providence,  in  the 
fulldefs  of  its  power  and  bounty  to  Mankind,  never  formed  one 
more  lovely,  one  more  angelic  in  perfon,  more  heavenly  in  difpo- 
fitioo,*  mqre  rich  in  intelle&ual  endowments.  Alas  !  my  friend^ 
^ijljou,  can  you  pardon  thofe  warm  ebullitions  of  a  fond  paffion  ? 
will  you  for  a  moment  enter  into  my  feelings,  and  make  allow- 
ance for  thofe  tranfports  i  But  how  can  you  ?  Your  friendship  and 
pity  may  indeed  induce  you  to  excufe  this  interruption ;  but,  to 
fympathife  truly,/ and  feel  as  I  feel,  you  muft  haye  known  the 
charming  giri  herfe& 

"  My  father*  though  he* did  not  move  in, the  very  firfi  walk  of- 
life,  held  the  rank  of  aGentleman  by  birth  and  education,  qnd  was. 
refpedable,,  not  only  as  a  man  of  confiderable  property,,  but  as  a 
perfon  who  knew  how  to  turn  tbe.  giftsof  fortune,-  tortheif  beft 
account:  he  was^  generous  without'  prodigality,,  aftd  charitable, 
without  oftentatioa :  he  wis  allowed  by  alkwho  knew  him  to  be  the 
moft  tender  o£hu£bands — the  morifc  zealous  and  fincefeiof  friends;, 
and  I  can  bear  witnefs  to  his  being  the.  beft  ef  parents*:    As  long  .as, 
I  can  remember  to  haye  been  able; to  make  a  renwfc v.  the  tender--* 
nefs  of  both  my  father  and*  mother  knew  no  bounds ::  L'feemed  to? 
occupy  all  their  thoughts,  all  their  attention ;:  and  in  a  feyc  ye^rs*. 
as  I  thank  God.  I  never  made  an  unfuitable  retwn  for  their  affec-v 
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iioh,  it  increafed  toftich  a  degree;  that  their  exigence  feemed  to 
han£  upon  mine.  *  :  : 

"  To  make  as  much  of  a  child  €o  bddved  as  his  natufa&afehta 
would  allow,  no  expence  Was  fpared  in  my  education1!'  frdftt 
childhood,  every  inftrudion  diat  money  could  purchafe*  an#  etery 
allurement  to  learn  that  fcndnfefe'  couH  fuggeft,  were  bcflbwed 
upon  me ;  while  my  beloved  father^  tracing  the  advances  I  made 
with  the  magnifying  eye  of  affe&ion,  would  hang  over  the  in 
rapture,  and  enjoy  by  anticipation  the  feme  and  honours  that, 
overweening  fondnefs  fuggefted  to  him,  muft  one  day  furround 
me.  Thefe  prejudices,  my  dear  friend!  arifing  from  the  excefeof 
natural  affe&ion,  are  excufeable,  if  not  amiable,  and  deferve  a  better 
fate  than  disappointment.  Alas  I -toy  honoured  father,  ybu  Kttie- 
knew — and,  oh!  may  you  never  know,  what  fort  of  faihe,  what 
fort  of  honours,  await  your  child!  May  the  anguifh  he  endures, 
and  his  moil  calamitous  fate,  never  reach  your  ears ! — for,  too 
well  I  know,  'twould  give  a  deadly  wrehch  to  your  heart,  and 
precipitate  you  untimely  to  your  grave. 

"  Thus  years  rolled  on ;  during  which,  time  feemed  to  have 
added  new  wings  to  his  flight,  fo  quickly  did  they  pais.  Un- 
marked by  any  of  thole  finifter  events  that  parcel  out  the  time  in 
weary  ftages  to  the  unfortunate,  it  Hid  on  unperceived ;  and  an 
enlargement  in  my  fize,  and  an  increafe  of  knowledge,  were  all 
I  had  to  inform  me  that  eighteen  years  had  patted  away,  • 

I  It 
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s     * Jft^iat  this  time  that  I  ^ 

tranquillity  interrupted,  and  the  tide  of  my  feelings  fuelled  and* 
^gitatejl;  by  the  aqceffiqn  oil  jtey  %qams  of  fcniatiQn^--Inilhort, 
I  became  a  flave  tothp  delicipus  pai*#;Of  Loife ;  and,  sifter  having 
boroe  t^m  in  concealment  for  %.topg  time,  at  length  rcolb&ed 
qopj^ge  tadfedars  it.  Fra^n^i  ^  can4o^r  were,  among  the 
virtues- qf  my  hekrtwi :  fhs  litatyed  to  proteftatio^  of  affe&ioo, 
aiid^^iuig^bove  tfye  little  art?  ^  her  iex,  avowed  a  reciprocal 
aXtac^eft^     T^  to  he  full; 

^purity  pf-my  paffion  was  %^b«t  the  tbowghts  of  the  grofler 
y^imaldefires  uever  oiipe;occuqref}^  and  happy  in  toviag,  and  in 
being  Tbeloved>  we  paflfed  our  tioqin  all  ttainnocenjt  hlandifltments  > 
which  truly  virtuous  Love  inspires,  without  our  im^inatkttL 
roaming  eycn  for  an  infant  into  tbp  wilds  of  fenfuality. 

"*  As  I  was  to  inherit  a  gentcc^riiidependentfortune^ipy-fiather 
propofed  ta  breed  me  up  to  a  learned  grofeflipnr-.-t^e  JLaw  ;•.  rather 
to  invigorate  and  exercife  my  intelle$s»  rodasaitep  to  rank*n*he 
State,  than  for  mere  lucrative  purpofes.    Iwas.pptta  one  of  the: 
Univerfities*  with  an  allowance  iuited.to  his  intentions  -towards* 
me ;  and  was  immediately  to  hav$»  been  fcnt  tQ  travel  for  my 
further  improvement*  when  an  unforeseen  accident,  happened;, 
which  completely  crufhed  all  my  fitthcf*a»  views*  dafhed  <he.  cug* 
of  happixiefs  from  my  lips,  and  brought,  me  ultimately.. to  that 
deplorable  ftate  in  which  you  have  now.  the.  misfortune,  to  ;he  JoinecL 
jdong  with  me. 

"  Itr 
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It  Was  but  *  few  ttftaths  antecedent  to  my  cmU^lag,  fop 
the  Eaftern  W<xr  14,  that  my  father*  whom  I  had  for  fame  time 
with.ferrowobisrv^d  thoughtful*  ftudibus  and  melancholy ?  toofc 
cxie  into  b»  fofy*  Jind*  ftjaing  rriy  hand,  ^nd  .looking  earne^y  into 
my  hot,  Vfkik  hi?  co^at^n^npe  beti^ysjl  the  yiolent  agitation  of 
bis  nund*  aiked  j&f  #&pM§£fi)S  if  I  *kewgfrt  I  had  fortitude  to  beaf 
the  greateil  pofiibte  calgfljity  J  J  was  hoiTOT-ilr^ck  at  his  emotion, 
aacraprtniad  fcy  fyek  a  qu$&oa~4>ttt  rented*  I  hoped  I  h^<L  He 
then  afked  nj«*  if  I  h«d  *ffc$ieto  <W>ugh  fgr  Jhim  tp  forgave  hkn  ^ 
lie  was  the  cawfe  #f  it  ?  I  an^vqrqd,  that  the  idea  counted  with 
the  WQz&fQrgme#tfs>  w^&fth^t  which  I  could  never  be  brought  by 
any  earthly  «arauraftance  tprapply  to  my  rfether ;  hut  begged  him  at 
once  to  difbfofe  the  worft  to  tne—as,  be  it  what  it  ^ight,  $xy 
mifery  coiAd  :not  iurpafe  wh&  lifky*  ffelt  ffom  tjhe  my  fter jqws  .jew- 
her  in  which  he  then  j$xjfce. 

44  He  then  told  me  thatrhewa^qn  undone  o^Qr^-thathe  had, 
with  the  very  bcftuitehtioiw,  jand  with  the  view  of  aggpandiaijig 
me,  engaged  in  rgreat^and  important  ; /peculations,  wjjich,  hsid 
4hay  :facoeeded,  would  >haye  given  u«  a  jprincely  fortune— but, 
having  turned  out,  unfortunately,  the  <reverfe,  had  Jeft  him  little 
above  beggary.  He  ^dded,  ,-that  Jie  had  not  the  reftlu  tion  to  conv 
mnnicate  his  lcfies  to  me,  untilrnec^ffity  ?pn)pelied  him  to  tell  me 
ail  the  truth, 

"  Although  this  was  a  Severe '(hock  4tof.toe,  I  endeavoured  tq 
conceal  my  fdelings  from  my  father,  an  whofe  account,  more  than 
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bn  my  o#n,  I  was  affe&ed,  and  pretended  to  snake  as  light  of  it 
«s  fo  very  important'  a  misfortune  would  juftify ;  and  I  had  the  hap* 
pinefs  to  perceive  that  the  worthy  man  took  fbme- comfort  from  my 
foppofed  indifference,  I  conjured  him  not  to  kt  fo  very  trivial  a 
thing  as  the  lofs  of  property,  which  could  be  repaired,  break  in 
on  his  peace  of  mind  or  health,  which  could  not;  andobfefved 
to  him,  that  we  had  all  of  us  ftill  enough^for  that  my  private 
property  (which  I  pofieffed  independent  of  him,  ajuT  which  a  re* 
lation  left  me)  would  ajnply  fupply  all  our  neceffities. 

"  Having  thus  endeavoured  to  accommodate  my  unhappy  fa* 
thef  fs  feelings  to  his  loffes,  I  had  yet  to  accommodate  my  otorn ;  and 
began  to  revolve  in  my  mind  what  was  likely  to  eniue  from,  and 
what  itep  was  moft  proper  to  be  taken  in,  this  dreadful  change  of 
circumftances.  That  which  lay  neareft  to  my  heart  firffc  occurred ; 
•..you  will  readily  guefs  that  I  mean  my  Love :  to  involve  her  I 
loved  more,  far  more,  than  my  life,  in  the  misfortunes  of  my  fa- 
mily, was  too  horrible  a  consideration  to  be  outweighed  even  by 
the  dread  of  lofing  her.  I  knew  not  what  to  do,  and  I  thought  upon 
k  till  I  became  alrnoft  enfrenzied-— In  thisftate  1  went  to  ber,  and 
unfolded  the  whole  ftate  of  eur  concerns,  together  with  my  rcfolu* 
tibn  not  to  involve  her  in  our  ruin  ;-- •when— can  you  believe  it  ?•'-* 
the  lovely  girl  infifted  on  making  toy  Jate  indiffolubly  her's — not,  as 
ihe  faid,  that  {he  had  the  fmalleft  apprehenfion  lapfe  of  time  or  change 
of  circumftance  could  make  an  alteration  in  our  affe&ion,  but  that 
{he  wiihed  to-give  my  mind  that  repofe  which  I  might  derive  from 
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fecurity.  This  I  would  by  no  means  accede  to ;  and,  for  the  pre- 
lent,  we  contented  ourfelves  with  mutual  vows  of  eternal  fidelity. 

"  As  fbon  as  I  thought  my  father's  mind  fit  for  fuch  a  convert 
ation,  I  opened  to  him  a  plan  I  had  formed  of  coming  to  India, 
to  advance  my  fortune.  His  underflanding  approved  of  it,  but 
his  heart  diffented ;  and  he  laid,  that  to  part  with  me  would  give  the 
finishing  ftroke  to  his  misfortunes  :  but,  as  my  intereft  was  toler- 
ably good,  I  reprefented  to  him  the  great  likelihood  I  had  of  fuc- 
cefs ;  and  at  laft,  with  fome  difficulty,  he  contented- 

"  My  next  ftep  was  to  acquaint  Mif$  ■  with  my  refblu- 

tion.  I  purpofely  pais  over  a  meeting  which  no  power  of  language 
can  defcribe ! — then  how  can  I  ? — Oh  I  Campbell,  the  remem- 
brance of  it  gnaws  me  like  a  vulture  here,"  (and  he  put  his  hand 
upon  his  heart,  while  the  tears  rolled  down  his  cheeks),  "and 
will  fbon,  loon  bring  me  to  my  end* 

"  Not  to  detain  you  with  vain  efforts  to  defcrifie  all'  our  feel- 
ings, I  will  confine  myfelf  to  telling  you,  that  after  having  made 
every  neceffary  preparation,  and  divided  with  my  much  honoured 
parents  the  little  property  I  poflefled,  I  fet  fail  for  India,  in  a  ftate 
of  mind  compared  with  which  the  horrors  of  annihilation  would 
have  been  enviable :  the  chaos  in  my  thoughts  made  me  infenfibfe 
to  every  obje£fc  but  one;  and  I  brooded  with  a  fort  of  Aiipid, 
gloomy  indulgence,  over  the  portrait  of  Mifs  ■  ,  which  hung 
round  my  neck,  and  was  my  infeparable  companion,  till  the  pcoplte 
who  feized  me  as  I  came  afhore  plundered  mfe  of  it,  and  thereby 
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^epKve^  me  bt  &<?  titt  ftftigg  fbi*  t&tiftrt  tf  hiiS  feft.  Oh !  mon* 
AcHiJ  kftftlifiSiirf?  Mtf  y«ti  gltittfrd  fott  fiWgfcfaty  by  diflfcvering 
my  iimfe§,  one  attef  Mother,  froth  ntybbdy,  it'wbuld  have  been 
inercy,  compared  wrtK  ^cpriVihg  nM4  bf  tfefc '  lftfla  iWiit£6  of  her  I 
love !  Sut  it  is  aft"  ovfcr,  difti  I  fhafi  fcx5n  fli&  irit6  thfe  grate,  and 
never  ftorc  fee  bTeflecl  with  Tfclic  Vietf  <of  ttofi  ttetftehly  features;  tifl 
we  meet  in  tfiat  region  ^fcere  all  tears  lire  wiped  away,  and  whefre, 
I  trutt,  we  mall  fee  joined  'together  for  dftflfeft  ages,  is!  'etertial, 
never-fading  bills ! 


iET'ffek  iii. 


On  the  day  lucceeding  that  on  which  th$  agent  of  Hyat 
Sahib  had  held  the  difcourfe  with  me,  mentioned  in  my  laft  Let- 
ter but  one,  I  was  again  fent  for,  and  brought  to'the  lame  perfon, 
who  alked  me,  whether  I  had  duly  corifidered  of  the  important 
offer  made  me  by  Hyat  Sahib,  and  of  the  confequences  likely  to 
refult  from  a  refufal  ?  and  he  apprifed  me  at  the  lame  time,  that 
the  command  of  five  thouland  men  was  an  honour  which  the  firft 
Rajahs  in  the  Mylbrean  dominions  would  gralp  at  with  tranlport. 
I  told  him  I  >yas  well  convinced  of  the  honour  liich  a  command 
would  confer  on  any  man  but  an  Englilhman,  whofe  Country 

being 
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foihg  $e  pbje&  «f  Hyder's  ii^flant  ho^ky,  would  mate  tbe 
acceptance  of  it  iofemyrr-^t.akhpu^i  I  knew-  tjjere.  were  bit  too- 
many  J$ng#&men  apojftates  tpAtheir  Country,  X&ojped  there  were 
but  few  to  4«  feflftnd.  w  tedj*  W^ftg  to  ^Gcept  ^  any  e^r^lumepte,. 
-  i»wevergr^t,.pr.^R'tegiptati(»B^  hgjvever ^ecjo^  to  %.fran> 
tbe  ftaadard  of  tfiejrr  Gauntry,, jnd  r^r jroufld^t  />f  its  bittere# 
enemy-j-rdaat,  foe  my  ftwn  |«rl;,  ^eing  of  a  qagve  ,eyer  forejno^r 
in  the  ranks  of  JoyaJlfcyi»nd ,p#ri©,fei|i?i,  .ajid  of  a  farn%»,tfaat Jaad 
hithmta.defcra£tedlw»t&pg  fron>tfee  hflftP^rs  of  ,thaf  .name^.  fvcfa, 
an  ad  ojf.appftacy/wpuW  iie.,pefqliarly  in/§mpi*sjn  noe,  a$d  T 
could  wew  it  in  ap.pflttsr  flight,  iha»  trajtowps  a.gd  (pa^fdal— 
tbftt,  indepeadant  ;o£  aH  thofc  qliu«$$,  cwb|ch«we^  oi"  ^rn^eJ^es 
Efficient  to  deter  m.e,  F  £&  within  >rojf$f  *^iH#1<ttf,%:JfI^sH?!s, 
innate,.  petbap^inf^fpdEJjy/niJi^y  febit,  ^.%lj^de.n9yacced- 
ing*~and„  finally,,  appealed  to  the.  good'ieajg  pf  £hfAr£f#{I^ 
MrhejJaer  atman  wJitf  jftrfaih  QircjH^nces  hadjfc#r£y$4  }u*£oinv 
try,  asd  fafltifified.  iter  ia^e^to^owftgo^^n^^^a^j^a. 
petfcnas  «onfide^cedjp\jld.prc^erly ■&  put  in.. 

Notwi*Jnl&nd«g  >tbe4ew  and.  a;  jfeo\ji%4  ^er  /erpor^rtc^?j- 
which  I  cannot  immediately  recoliecl,  bj#  wJttfjJ^-tke  j^aok  qf- 
»y^fti^ion,fuggsfte&v^  <H>Pm*M ufc(L 

*Kery.«fgiimfijtf,  4v^  ;{|ejffea%>M:fhat  ;^$eRHJ#  .foi^d.^cT^se,, 
jer.  Junts  .of-  p»ai&m%nt(  jspfe^^^ajw-oipy  WB^-'^t/ff 
arain  :.i»«j*dtoss»t  to  Coje^^-^ftg^M  fidfcspstfaffWttpt .,#>  # 
.other.Qoiiiy^aJUo^K^  Ivgaj^e  ^  BRfl!PH#W»  digg^  r$&fcl. 
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Circumftanced.as  I  was,  it  was  impoffibte  for  hie  to  ke^pan 
accurate  journal  of  the  various  incidents  that  pa/Ted,  or  vitiffitudes 
:of  thought  that  occurfid,  during  the  period  of  my  imprifonment. 
•Indeed,  I  Was  Scarcely  corifcious  of  the  length  of  ttiy  captivity,  and 
could- not^  till  I  was  releafed,  determine  exactly  how  long  it  had 
continued.  Yqu  muft  therefore  content  yourfelf  to  be  told  in  ge- 
neral terms,  that  I  was  repeatedly  urged  on*  the  fubjeft  by  fair 
perfuafives :  tbey  then  had  recourfe  to  menace ;  then  they  with- 
held the  d^ily  pittance  allowfed  for  my  fopport;  and  at  length 
proceeded  to  coercion,  tying  a  rope  round  my  neck,  and  hoifting 
me  up  to  a  tree.  All  this,  however,  I  bore  firmly :  if  it  had  any 
effedt,  it  was  to  confirm  me  in  my  refblution,  arid  call  in  policy 
to  the  aid  of  honour's  di&ates.  Every  man  of  feeling  or  reafbn 
muft  allow,  that  it  was  better  to  die,  than  live  a  life  of  fubje&ion 
to  tyranny  fo  truly  diabolical. 

Mr.  Hall  and  I,  thus  drove  to  the  brink  of  extin&ion,  1  yet 
confoled  ourfelves  with  the  refleftion,  that  thofe  whom  moft  we 
loved  were  not  Sharing  our  unhappy  fate,  and  were  fortunately 
ignorant  of  our  Sufferings ;  and  as  I  enjoyed  perfeft  good  health, 
hope  yet  lived  within  me. 

There  is  a  Spring,  an  elafticity,  in  every  man's  mind,  of  which 
the  owner  is  rarely,  Tery  srarely  confeious,  becaufe  fortunately 
the  occafions  feldom  occur  in  which  it  can  be  brought  to  the  proof; 
for,  as  laffitude  is  the  neceffary  forerunner  of  refreshment,  fo  is 
extreme  deje&ion  to  the  moft  vigorous  exercifc  of  our  fortitude, 

So 


Sb  I  found  ir  r  m  the  howorl  of  my  fiwatwn  thidctfflirf  VoBad'me, 
I  felt  my  fpirits  incrt&fe;  my  ref&utioft  becam6  mdre  fi#m,  n^ 
hopes  rabMi  iimguine— I  evert-  begtti  to  took  forward,  tod  fonfti 
proje&sfor  the  future:' whole  ndurs'Slmufement,  efely  teyarii1 
every,  night,  irbfe'frbm  thftkontempktidrf  of  my  belotffid  H6f ;  I 
id  imagination  traced  Ills  giWthy  dire&ed  hii  HfingJ'i?fttSneh!iiJ 
formed  ^fewfor  his  'futurtj'fuccefs  and  pnoferity,  ithbimfiga  %jP 
anticipation  in  <aH  the '  enjoyment  which*  i  -how"1  trtrifc  F  drfj^ 
Mve  m  his  ripened  manhood.  ./„•.:  c>.--vt 

•  Tlraft  we  continued  for  many  months*  during  which  no  aiter*iJ 
fion  whatfoever  took  phce  in  osxr  treatment  or  fitqation.  We  ncafdr 
i  Aoufandttontradiftory  i'ipdrts  of  victories  gained  over  theEn^fifll,1 
2nd  again  of  feme  futceflfes  oh  their  part :  they,  however,  defiftedto 
prefs  me  into  their  fervice.  The  only  relief  from  (faf  fafferhigSfi^ 
in  the  refburces  of  our  oWn  minds,  and 'in  our  mutual  endeavour^ 
to  pleaie  and  confole  one  another :  the  drcumftancfefr  of  aggrava- 
tion were  the  neeeffity  of  daily  bearing  witnefs  to  the  moft  hatha-, 
now  punifliments  inflided  upon  wretdldi  individuals  uAde?  me 
(ertiblance  of  juftice,  and  the  occaflonai  deprivation  of  our^od? 
either  by  the  fntud  of  the  Sepoys  wftc/ attended  us,:  br  the  t&pMcot 
cruelty  of  tiheir  faperidrs.  ft  is  but1  jufHce,  however,  toiay,'ihatJ 
they  were  not :  all-alike?  feme  overflowed  with 'mercy,  charity, 
and  the  milk  of  human  kindness;  virile  others,1  again,  were  alriiotf 
as  bad  men  as  the  Sovereigns  they  fetved.  We  were  not-allowed 
the  ufe  of  peri,**  ink,  or -paper;  and  Very  (eldom  could  afford  our- 
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i^tois  tfc.  bi&wy  of  fhaving,  or  clean  linen :  nor  were  we  at  all 
fl^tepo^l  frqfa  the  incle*ne«cy  of  the  weather,  till  at  length  a:lk- 
tlftittpiQftwa*  builf  for  us  of  mud,  which  being  fmall  and  damp, . 
rgpdered  our  ikuation  worfetbem  it  #a£bjefore.      ; 
I  /^hc  ymfti^r  whom  I  Wye  already  mentioned,  as  jiving,  &. 
tl^:tef»5f>f;4tbe  fbro>$r  Sovereign,,  h^d  the  firft  office  in  Bidanore/ 
fl^l  ^contjijittf  d  qppofite  tome;  and  he  ap4  I  at  length  began  to  un- 
^W^fWdi^^^^t  and/ found  mean?*  by-  looks*  t%ns  and  get-, 
tures,  to  exchange  thoughts,  and  hcJld  an  intercourse  of  featim* itfft 
tpjgethcr^  n  jippjithe  circumftaoce  of  his  being  a  native,  andfbet- 
t^^fe^ed/in  $e  language  .than  me,  he  hadixxuch  better  intelligence 
than  I  coijjd  poflibly  have,  and  he  was  always  eager  to  convey  b* 
mp^ny  ckc^paftance  or  news  that  he  thought  might  be  agreeable :. 
{pmc  meflages  alfo  pafled  between  us,  by  means  of  the  Sepoys- 
who  had  alternately  been  his  guard  and  mine — for  our  guards, 
were  changed  every  week* 

Proje&s  and  hopes  of  a  new  kind  now  began  to  intrude  tfaem«- 
felves  on  my  thoughts;  and  I  conceived  a  defign,  which  I  flattered, 
myfelf  was  not  entirely  impracticable,  *  to.  effeft  an.  efcape,.  and 
even  a  revolt  in,  the  place.  A  variety  of  circucoftances  concurred 
to  perfuade  me,  that  the  tyranny  of  Hyde*,  and.  his  fervant 
Htat  Sahib,  was  abhorred,  though  none  dared-  to.  give  vent,  to 
their  fentiments.  I  thought  I  could  obferve,  that  the  native  pri- 
fbner  oppofite  to  me  was  privately  beloved,  and  might,  from  the 
recollection  of  his  former  dignities,  have  confiderable  influence  in 
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the  place.  9fveral  Arcot  Sepoys  and  their  Officers  (fome  of  theqi 
belonging  to  my  own  regiment)  were  alio  prifoners  at  Urge ;  and 
withal  I  recpl|e#ed,  that  difficulties  apparently  more  ftupend- 
qus  had  been  overcome  by  Englifhmen— having  often  heard  it  at 
fertcd,  that  there  wa&  not  a  prifon  in.  the  known  world  oat  of 
which  a  Britifh  fubjed  had  not  made  his  $fcape. 

Fraught  with  thole  conceptions,  I  attempted  to  found  the  Of- 
ficers of  the  Arcot  Sepoys,  whether  it  were,  not  pqffible  for 
us  to  efFe&  our  .efcape?  So  ardent  is  the  flapw  of  Liberty  in  ail 
mens  breafts,  {b  great  is  the  detefbtiop.  of  humsto  nature  to 
Slavery,  that  I  perceived  a  manifeft  willingijefti^;the  tpedple 
about  us  to  joiame-  in  an  attempt  to  procure  o?r  liberty,-  or  brin£ 
about  a  revolt  in  the  garrifbn.  My  heart  beat,  high  with  the  hope? 
and  I  began  to  flatter  myfelf,  that  the  day  was  not  far  removed 
when  we  fhould  not  only  bid  defiance  to  our  tyrants,  but  even 
make  them  repent  the  day  on  which  we  were  caft  afhore  on  their 
coaft. 

Having  thus  diflantly  founded  all  who  I  thought  were  likely  to 
concur,  upon  the  practicability  of  the  attempt,  and  found  them,  as 
I  conceived,  difpofed  to  take  fhare  in  it,  it  yet  remained  to  confider 
of  the  quomodo — and,  after  having  formed  the  general  outlines  of 
a  plan,  to  lick  it  into  ihape.  The  firft  of  thefe  was  a  critical  con* 
fideration;  the  fecond  required  addrefs  and  management,  and 
was  likely  to  be  impeded  by  the  vigilance  of  the  people  about, 
who  would  not  fail  to  remark,  and  take  the  alarm,  from  any  un- 
it 2  ufual 
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\ifcal  kitegeoyrle  or  difeourfe  between  us;  and  without a  mutual 
IrotamUnieation  df  thoughts,  and  foil  deliberation*  by  all  parties 
xJonctfned,  as  *rdtt  as  kry>wledge  of  the  fort  and  its  different  gates, 
nothing  cfcuftd,  with* any  profpe&  .of  fiiceefe,  be  •determined — 
nothing,  without  the  moft  imminent  hazard,  be  attempted.  I 
therefore  held  varices  councils  with  my  owij  mind,  and  with 
Mr.  Hall,  on  the  frbjc&«— moft  of  Which  wfere  abortive,  with- 
out at  aft  difeouraging  us* 

'•  At  tetfl'begaa  W  think  of  lounding  the  Bidanore  prHbner, 
W-dcvmt  Governor  of  the  place;  and  determined,  if  poflible, 
to  bring  Mm  into  our  confutations,'  a!s  I  had  before  hoped  to  make 
iiim  if&jfiy  in  the  execution  of  the  projeft:  but  while  I  was 
fettling  att  this  much- to  my  own  fatisfaflion,  an  ef^ent  occurred 
.which  extinguiflied  all  my  hopes  in 'that  way— of  which  you  fhatt 
have  an  account  in  my  next  I^etten 
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vV  HETHfin  the  pkA  whkfo  I  mentioned  in  my  fait  was 
difcovercd  or  not,  or  from  what  trther  motive  it  ttcKk,  I  have  not  ta 
this  day  been  able  to  decide*;  bat  4b  it  was,  that  while  my  fknguine 
mind  was  overflowing  with  the  hope  of  carrying  toy  projed  for 
an  efcape  into  effe&,  Mr.  Ham.  and  I  were  one  day  tmetpe&edly 
loaded  with  irons,  vtnA  Widened  together,  leg  by  leg,  by-  onfc  bolt. 
"This,  as  nearly  as  I  tan  compute,  was  four  or  fine  mottfchs'fcefoiie 
my  reteafe.  Of  all  the  cirtnmftancts  of  my  life,  it  has  made  the 
Arongeft  impreffion  upon  my  tpind:  ittiaefcpededly  and  fuddenly 
-brake  down  the  moft  pleating  fobrk  my  imagination  had  ever 
built.  The  fwprifeocoa&metf  by  the  iippeai^nopof  the  i*on$,  and 
the  precautionary  manne*  in  which  it  was  undertaken,  was  indeed 
great:  ftill  more  was  I  forprifed  to  obferve,  that  the  perfbn 
who  was  employed  to  fee  this  put  in  execution,  mankefted  tm- 
ufual  emotions,  feemed  muehaffe&ed,  and  even  fhed  tears  as  he 
looked  on :  and  while  the  fuddennefc  and  cautionary  mode  of 
doing  it  convinced  me  thatfethe  refinance  on  ottr  part  was  appre- 
hended* the  fbrrow  which  the  Officer  who  fuperintended  it  difclofed,, 
portended  in  my  mind  a  fatal*  or  at  leaft  a  very  ferious  iffue. 

Un- 


Unfortunately,  poor  Mr.  Hall  had  for  fome  time  been 
affli6led  with  a  return  of  his  dreadful  difbrder,  the  dyfentery; 
and  our  bemgihackled  together  increased  an  unconquerable  mortifi- 
cation of  feelings  which  he  had  before  undergone,  from  a  delicacy  of 
nature  that  would  have  done  honour  to  the  molt  modeft  virgin,  be 
her  fenfibility  ever  fo  exquifite,  or  her  delicacy  ever  fo  extreme— 
A#d  here,  my  dear  Frederick.!  I  cannot  let  flip  this  opportunity 
of  remarking- to  you,  that  the  man,  as  well  as  the  woman,  who 
would  render  himfelf  truly  amiable  in  the  eyes  of  his  fellowvcrea- 
tures,  fhould  cultivate  delicacy  and  modefty,  as  the  moil  captivat- 
ing of  all  the  moral  virtues :  from  them,  heroifra  derives  additional 
luftrei — wit,  ten-fold  force — religion  -and  morality,  the  charms  of 
perfijafipn — and  every  pSrfonal  a&ion  of  the  man,  irreiiftible  dig- 
nity and  winning  grace.  From  this  unlucky  event,  •%  received  a 
temporary  depreflion;  and  the  rapidly  jncreafing  illnefs,  of  poor 
Hall  rendered  niy  fituation  more  than  ever  calasqitpus; 
when,  again,  my  Spirits,  eagerly  prone  to  grafp  at  every  .thing 
that  gave  a  momentary  hope  of  fopport,  were  a  little  recruited  by 
confufed  rumours  of  the  Englifh  army  having  made  a  deicent  on 
the  Malabar  coaft :  and  fo.  powerful  is  the  influence  of  rqind  on 
the  animal  fyftem,  that  Mr.  Hall  enjoyed  from  the  report  a 
momentary  alleviation  of  his  malady;  but,  having,  no  medical 
afliftance,  nor  even  fufficient  fofte&ance  to  further  the  favourable 
operations  of  Nature,  he  relapfed  again ;  thedifeafe  fell  upon  him 
with  redoubled  fury.:  a  very  fcanty  portion  of  boiled  rice,  with  a 
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more  fcanty  morfel  of  ftinkingifidt  fifh  or  putrid,  ftefh,  was5a  very 
inadequate  fupport  fdr  me,  who*  though  emaciated,  was  ia  health. 
^— and  very  improper  medicine.for  a  perfon  labouring  under. a  ma- 
lady fuch  as  Mr.  Hall.'s,  which  required  comfort,  good  medical 
flcill,  and  delicate. nutritious,  food.  The  tea  which  Hyax  Sahib. 
had  given  me  was  expended ;  and  we  were  riot  allowed  to  be 
fhaved  from  the  hour  w6  were  put  in  irons,  aa  indulgence  of  that. 
kind  being  forbidden  by  the  barbarous  rules  of  the  prifon  :  and,  to 
refine  upon  our  tortures*,  deep,  "the  balm*  of  hurt  minds;*9  was 
not  allowed  us  uninterrupted ;.  for*  in  conformity  to  another  regu- 
lation, wc  wene.difturbed  every  half  hour  by  atnoife  ibmething-, 
rcfbnbling^watcbanan'S{rattle9i  and.  a  fellow  who,  ftriking  every 
part  of.  our  i#>&s,wi&a(  kitidqf  hampier^  and  examining  them, 
left  tfaeyf  ihould  be  qut,  broke  in  upon,  that  kind  reftorative,r  and. 
awoke/our  fouls  to  frefli  honors.. 

AS  il  muft  be  much  tnpre  naturally  matter  of  aftonifhment  that . 
any  bod^ftrengthico^li^^ 

autiesy  thanthat  infirmity,  fliould  fink  beneath  them,,  you  .will  be  ra-t 
thor  gpemedthan  furprifedto  hear  that  poor  Mr,  Hall  was  now  ap- 
proaphing  to  his  end,  withhourly  accelerated  ileps.r  Every  application 
that  I  made  in  his  favour  was  refafed,,  or  rather:  treated  with  cruo^ 
negkft  and  contemptuous  filence ;,  and  I  forefaw,  with  inexprefft- 
ble  anguiftv  and  indignation,  that  the  barbarians  would  not  abate 
him.  in  his  latft  minutes  one  jot  of  mifery,  and.that  my  moft  ami- 
able friend  was  fated  to  expire:  under  every  attendant  horror  that 
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mere  fubiunary  cincuimftanccs  could  crekte.:  BUi  that  pity  tvhich; 
tha  mighty r  the  poiwetrfcl  andr  eiJighteiied  detiiod>:  natural  bene- 
v^ktice  operating  itpori  an  uninformed  mind,  and  fcarrty  means, 
dffbntod'tis-  Hyat  SaAii^  the  powerful;  thel^eakhy*  the  Go 
Verh6r  of  a  great  and  opulent  pro&oce,  reftifed  to  an  expiring  ,fbl» 
low  creature  a  little  cheap  rdie£~- whife  a  poor  Sepoy  taxed  his! 
little  means  to  fupply  it :  one  wh&  guarded  as;  of  h&  own  accord, 
dt  hazard'  of  iniittinertt  puriifhment,  purfchafd&W  a  lamp  drtd  a 
lktte  oil,  which  we  burned  for  thfe  kft  few  flights* 

Philofbphers  and  Divines  have  declaimed  upon  the  advantages 
of  a  well-fpeirrt  life,  as  felt  /*  articuh  mortis ;  attd  their  efifct* 
have  had,  I  hop£,  feme  efFeft  upon  the  lives  o£  many*  To  wifc-. 
ileffeone  example  fuch  as  Mr.  Hall  h«*ld  forth,  would  be  wortfe 
Vdhtmes  of  precepts  on  this'fabjeft'.  The  unfeigned  resignation 
with  which  he  met  his  difTolution,  and  the  majeftic  fortitude  witte 
VhieH'he  looked  in  the  face  the  various  di^alm^fehce^  of  horror 
that  furrounded  him,  rendered  him  the  iribfttfigitified  dbj^I  ever 
beheld  or  conceived,  and  the  mdft  glorious  inftance  of'  cen&tailS 
virtue  triumphing* over  the  tefrort  of  death,  and- the  cunning' bar- 
barity of  Mankind.  Were  the  progrefs  bf  virtue  attended  v/id8 
^in,'  and  the  pra6fice  of  vice  with  pleafute,  'tfie  adbptfort:bf  the 
former  would  be  amply  repaid  by  its  ibdthingsihthe  dreadful  mo* 
meht,  even  if  it  were  to  accompany  us  no  further.'  About  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  before  he  died,  Mr.  Hall  broached  a  moft 
tender  fubjedl  of  conversion,  wfiich  he  followed  up  with  a'feries 
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of  cfc£flrvaticiit«f  4b  truly  retired,  fa  exquifitply  turned,  fq  deljc»te 
bndii*  pathetic,  that  it  fe?med  alrpoft  the  kng^^ge  of.  ip^pirationj 
as  if*  id  ptt>pDrtion.to;the  decay  of  the  bpdyj  intellect  jocreafed, 
and  the  dying  attn  had  become  ail  uiiad.  .  S\*ch  9  co^v^f^tion  I 
neyer  remembered  to  have  heard,  or  heard  of.  Ijts  effects  upoo 
mc  wsre  wohcbrfiai;  for,  tfapugh  die  combdi^ou  of  melancholy 
chxtimft  antra  sttending  amy  now  ewtieai  dGtvs^n  had  aJmoft  raii^4 
niry  mind,  to  fraiagr*  *he  (alntary  jflfltte»ce  of  hj$  w^rdfc  and  exam* 
|>le  jaantrbulfid'theeiadTesof  my  ftit&ti&ns;  an&I  prt- {&##*$? 
ing  moment  of  his  departure-  with-  a  degree  of  tomqp&ii$r  Mmk* 
though  mot'  to  be  compared  to  his,  has  .oh  .refle&ioa  ^petaftLfc 
me  aftoni&ittg.  This  ooiroerfatiou  continued  to  the  very  inftaoi 
of  his  death ;  during  which  time  he  held  my  hand  cbfped  in  Jlis, 
frequently  enforcing  his  kind  expreffiom  to  me  with  a  fijateeze^ 
while  my  forrow,  taking  its  unefi  eafy  channel,  ibedewediriy  face 
•with  tears.  As  he  proceeded,  my  voice  was  cboaked  with  ray  feel* 
ings ;  and  I  attempted  ©nee  or  twice  in  vain  to  ipegk.  JhJis'  Hand 
grew  told :  he  laid  his  lower  limbs  were  ail  liifclefs,  .and  £hat  ht 
felt  death  coming  over  him  with  flaw  .weeping  fteps— He  again 
moralized,  thanking  God  with  pathetic  fervour  for  his  great  mercy 
in  leaving  him  his  intelle&s  unclouded,  and  the  organ  of  commu- 
nication (the  tongue)  unenfeebled,  that,  to  the  laft,  he  might 
folace  his  friend  and  fellow-fufferer — "  Ah  !  Campbell  !"  con- 
tinued he,  "  to  what  a  ieries  of  miferies  am  I  now  leavixig  you  ! 
Death  in  fuch  circumftances  is  a  blefling — I  view  mine  a$  fuch ; 
and  fliould  think  it  more  to,  if  it  contributed,  by  awakening  thofe 

L  people 
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people  to  a  fenfe  of  their  cruelty*  to  ibften  their  :  rigour  to  you  r 
but  cruelty  like  their's  is  fyftematic,  aiid  ftoops  not  to:  the  cont jtoul 
of  the  feelings.  Could  I  hope  that  you  would'jret  efcape  from 
their  clutches,;  and  that  you  would  once  more  prefe  your  family  to 
your  bofbm,  the  thought  would,  brighten  ftill  the  moment  of  our 
feparation :  arid,  oh  t  my  friend!  could  I  ftiil further  hope riiat  you 
would  One  day  fee  my  moft  beloved  and  honoured  parents,  and  tell 
them  df  my  death  without  wringing  their  hearts  with  its  horrid 
circutoftances,  offer  them  my  laftr  duties,  and  tett  Yww  I  revered 

them— If,  too>  you  could  fee  my  > ;,  and  tell  her  how  fan;  far 

mort'dfearthan  — ~~ !,;  Here  he  turned  his  eyes  toward  the  lamp* 
then  feifftly  on  me— made  a  convulfive  effort  to  fqueeze  my  hand 
-♦.-cried  out,  "•  Cam-bbei/u  !  oh,.  CampbbjllI  the  lamp  i^. going 
out !"  and  expired  without  a  groai* 

*  The  recital  of  this  afffi&ing  event  has  called, up Xo  my  fanqy  fo 
lively  a  pi&ure  o£  the  icene  as.it  pafled  with  all  its  horrors — horror/s 
which  outftrip  all  *  efforts  of  defeription,  and  baffle  all  power  of 
language — that  my  feelings  are  in  part  renewed, .  audi  iind  myfel£ 
incapable  of  proceeding  further  at  pre&ut.. 
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LETTER     LIV. 


FoR-fbme  time  I  was  loft  in  grief  for. the  death  of  Mr. 
Ha ix.  Though  I  had  long  expe&ed  it,  and  might  confequently 
be  iuppofed  to  have  lyafted  great  part  of  my  fbrrow  in  anticipa- 
tion j  yet,  having  only  confidered  and  felt  the  point  before  hjp 
death  merely  as  it  reipedted  him  and  his  misfortunes,  a  great  po- 
tion of  the  calamity  remained  unconceived :  and,  now  £h*£t  Jie 
was  .dead,  I  began  for  the  firft  time  to  confider  and  fpel.the  ,fyb- 
jed  as  it  concerned  myfelf.  Refle&ion  told  me,  that  he  was  hap* 
pily  relieved  from  woe,,  and  in  a  ftate  of  bliis— 

w  After  life's  fitful  fever;  he  fleeps  wefl :  M     • 

u                       f  Nor ft'eel  nqr  poifon,  ;  ■  \    *  :m  ♦ 

-     •     "  Malice  domeftic,  foreign  levy— *nofh*og; ;  ;           ; ,  .. .    .  f 

*'  Can  touch  him  further  J"  , 

>    '"  -on         *     iV  *;t   1    ,'    :    ■ 

But  I  ftill  remained  a  prey  to  perhaps  new  barbarities,  without 
hope  of  relief  from  the  old.  No  partner  to  fhare,  no  facial  converfe 
to  aHeviate,  no  friend  to  confole  me  under  my^affiifiBons,  l  looked 
at  the  body  of  my  friend  with  envy,  and  lamented  that  death  had 
not  afforded  me,  too,  a  fhelter  from  the  cruelties  which  fate 
feemed  determined  to  heap  upon  me. 

L  «  It 
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It  is  impoflible  for  me  to  exprefs  to  you  the  agonies  of  mind  I 
underwent  during  the  reft  of  the  night.     In  the  morning,  a  report 
was  made  to  the  Commandant,  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Hall  ;  and 
in  about  an  hour  after,  he  palled  me  by,  but  kept  his  face  purpofely 
turned  away  from  me  to  the  other  fide,     I  patiently  waited  for  the 
removal  of  the  dead  body  till  the  evening,  when  I  defired  the  Sepoys 
xmo  g^rdfed  me'toipjpty  for  its  being  removed.     They  returned, 
and  t(M  me  that  they  Could  gtt  no'anfwer  fefpe&ing  it.     Night 
came  on;  but'thire  wias  no  appeiar&ftbfe  of  an  intention  to  xmfettef 
me  from  the  corpfe.     The  Cotnmartdarft  tftes  fitting  in  his -Court, 
"adminifteirmg,  in  the  mannef  t  h&ve  tefc*e  dtfcribcd,'  Juft ice  ! 
1  tatted  cfafc  to  him  myfrff  with  4ll]fny  might,  but  could  get  no  an- 
"ftter  frdrti  Mm.    "Nothing  could  ^qual  my  rage  and  cohfterna'tion  j 
for,  eXchifive  of  the  painful  idea  of  iiein'g  fhackled  to  the  d6ad  body 
of  a  friend  I  loved;  another  drcumftanee  'ctmtnbnited  to  make  it.  a 
ferious  fubjeft  of  horror.     In  thofe  climate*,  the  weather  is  fb  in- 
tenfely  hot,  that  putrefaction  altnoft  ittftandy  -feecfeeds  death ;  and. 
meat  that  is  kilkd  in  the  morning,  and  fcept  in  the  (hade,  will  be 
unfit  for  drefling  at  night.  In  a  fubjettj  then,  on  which  putrefadtioo . 
had  made  advances  even  before  de^th,,  and  which  remaked  expofed 
to  the  open,  ai^,.  the  process  mpft  have  been  much  more  .rapid.    So . 
far,  Ijqwever,  from  compaffionating  my  (itnation,  or  indvdging  me 
by.  a  rempval  of  the  bodj^  their  harba^ityx.f^ggefteA,  to  them  tp 
make,  it  an  inftrament  of  punishment;  and  they  pertioacicmfty  ad- 
hered to  the  moft  mortifying  filence.  andidiiregard  of  my  complaints. 

For. 
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0 

Forfeverfcl  days  and  nigbteit «maincd  attaehed  to  me by  the irons.. 
I  grew  almofl  diflxaftcdr— wifhedfor  the  means  of  putting  an  end 
to  my  miferics  by  death,  and  could  not  move  without  witiiaffing 
feme  new  ftage  of  pufcr  cfceaee  it  attgin&d,  or  br^athe.without  inr 
haling  the  putrid  effluvia  lhat  arafe  (torn,  it— ^ while  myriads,  of 
flies  andinath&me  infers  xefted  osxit,  the  former  of  which  every 
now  and  then  vifited  me,,  crawling  over  my  face  and  hands,  arid 
lighting  in  hundreds  on  my  vi&uals.  Lheircr  look  back  at  this 
cHfis  without  confufion,  horror,,  ^nd  even  aftam&mcnt  ;•.  and, 
were  it  not  eonne&ed  with  a  chain  of  events  preceding  and  /fubfe* 
*  tjuertt  to  it,  too  well*  known  by  refpe&ahje  people  to  he  doubted, . 
anditoo  much  interwoven  with  a  part  ofthefoiftory  ofthe  I3A:  war 
m  India  to  admit;of  <jk>ubt,  I  ihouJd;potcaiLy  be  afraid  ito  tell,  but 
itbfolutely  doubt 4nyfeif  whether  the  whole ivas«not  the  iliufianof 
h  dream,,  rather  than  .credit  the  poflibility  of  my  eaadyritig  ibch 
unheard-of  hardships  without  lofs -of  lifciiat  deprivatioaof  denica. 

.Aft  kftv  wiien  the  body  had  cached;  that.  <ho«A^^ 
Aate  of  putre&y&ion.  w£uch  threatened  Jtba£  furcherdeby  fwoiild 
wader  removal  abominable,  if  not.imp^Ue,tth&mdyi{lers:^reed. 
ta't&ttit'  away  it(Mri'me— roadi  was  &  far  /relieved:  :h^t ithe jiiorr 
jtfoation  *  jnd  injury  I  uodwweat  from '.  it,  joined  Jko  >tbe ;  agitation : 
of  die-  preceding  week,  made  a  vifihje  uutoad  am  my  (health*    J 
tfta%'taft'<my  fpints;  myfappctita4B^dyii(^  :  jtoydoog* 

jnmriited  hopes; flod?, audi  toked fpcwaxdilo.xiea^^ihc  Quly 
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<fcfirable  event  that  was  within  the  verge  of  likelihood  or  pofll- 
baity. 

One  day,  my  oppofite  friend  (the  native  prifbner)  gave  me  a 
look  of  the  moft  interefting  and  encouraging  kind ;  and  I  per* 
ceived  a  more  than  ufual  buftle  in  the  citadel,  while  the  Sepoys 
informed  me  that  they  were  ordered  on  immediate  fervice,  and 
that  fome  events  of  great  importance  had  taken  place.  From  this 
feeble  gleam,  my  mind,,  nattirally  a6fcive,  though  depreffed  by 
circumftances  of  unufual  weight,  again  took  fire,  and  hope  bright- 
ened with  a«  kind  of  gloomy  light  the  profpe6fc  before  me;  I  re- 
volved:  a  thoufand  things,  and  drew  from  them  a  thoufand  fur* 
tnifes ;  but  .all  as  yet  was  only  conje&ure  with  me.  In  a  day  or  two, 
the  bu&le  increafed  to  a  high  pitch,  accompanied  with  marks  of 
confirmation :,  the  whole  of  the  troops  in  the:  citadel  were  ordered 
to  march ;  .and  the  Commandant,  and: a  man  with  a  hammer  and 
inftruments,  came  to  take  off  my  irons.' 

~;:  While;  thty  were  at  work  taking  off  my  irons,, I  perceived 
ithat  they,  wem:  taking  off:  thofe  of  the  native  prifbner  oppofite  ,to 
rmc  alio.  He  went  away  under  a  guard:  we  looked  at  each 
•other  complacently,  nodded  and  fimiled,  as  who  fhould  fay,  "  we 
hope  to  fee  one  .another .  in  happier  times  not  far  diftant."  But, 
ilas !  .vain  are  human  hopes,  and  fliort  and  dark  is  the  extent  of ; our 
ttmbft  forefight  J  This  unhappy  man,  ^without  committing,  tstay 
fort  of  offence  io  merit  k,  but  in  Jconforpiity  to  d»  damnable, 
Ixtrharous  policy   of  thofe  Countries,  was,    by  the  Jemadar's 

orders, 
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orders,  taken  forth,  and  his  throat  cut !  This  the  Jemadar  him- 
felf  afterwards  acknowledged  to  me— and,  what  was  ftill  more 
abominable  if  poffible,  undertook  to  juftify  the  proceeding  upon, 
the  principles  of  reafbn,  found  fenfe,  and  precedent  of  Afiatic 
policy.. 

In  order  to  elucidate  the  whole  of  this  bufinefs,  it  is  neceflary 
for  me.  to  recur  ta  events  which  happened  antecedent  to>this  time, 
but  of  which,,  by  reafbn  of  my  fituation,  1  was  then  entirely  ig- 
norant ;  and  as  they  involve,  not  only  the  grounds  of  my  fubfe- 
quent  efcape.and  proceedings,  but.  a  confiderable  portion  of  his- 
torical -faft,  and  fbme  of  the  material  interefts  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company,  I  will  be  the.  more  particularly  careful  in  relating 
them,  and-  defirc  from  you.  a  proportionate  fhare  of  attention— 
But  their  importance  cntitjethem  to  a  feparate  Letter :  therefore 
conclude,  with  affuring  you,  &c.  &c*. 


:l    J .  1      -  .  .   1  ':  '  ,  J  ■ .  t 1 
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LETTER    LV, 


Hy!de*  Alm  Khawn,  late  N&b6b  of  Myfcre,  att4 
father  t6th^  prdfcnt  TYteoo  Sahib  SuLtAiN,  wis  as  eitfraob- 
dinary  a  tnan,  and  perhaps  pofifefled  as  great  natural  talente,  as  any 
recorded  m  the  page  of  Hiftory.  Born  and  bred  up  in  the  loweft 
ranks  of  an  xmenlightened  and  ignorant  People,  and  to  the  brft 
day  of  his  life  perfectly  illiterate,  he  pot  only  emerged  from  his 
native  obfcurity  by  the  vigour  of  his  mind  and  body,  but  became 
an  objedl  of  terror  and  admiration  to  furroonding  Potentates. 
Early  initiated  in  the  habits  and  ittured  to  the  toils  of  a  military 
life,  he  rofe,  by  the  gradual  fteps  of  promotion,  to  a  rank  which 
afforded  an  opportunity  of  difplaying  his  capacity  and  prowefs : 
he  fbon  obtained  the  command  of  that  army  in  which  he  had  once 
iervedas  a  common  fbldier,  and  immediately  demonftrated  that  the 
fublimity  of  his  mind  was  formed  to  keep  pace  with  his  extraor- 
dinary elevation. 

The  Marhattas,  the  moft  formidable  people  in  Hither  India, 
bordered  on  the  Myforean  dominions,  and  kept  their  neigh- 
bours, by  frequent  hoftilities,  in  a  continual  ftate  of  awe- 
making  incurfions  on  their  territories,  and  taking  poffeifion,  by 
J4/i  '    4"   *  force 
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force  of  arms,  of  large  portions  of  their  Country :  but  no  fooner 
had  Hyd$*  got  the  command  of  the  armies  of  his  Country,  than 
he  drove  back  the  Marhattas  from  the  Myforean  dominions,  which 
he  extended  by  confiderable  acquifitions  from  the  Marhatta  fron- 
tiers ;  and  followed  up  his  conquefls  with  fuch  fuccefsful  ardour, 
that  he  compelled  that  warlike  Nation  to  refpeft  his  Countrymen 
as  their  equals,  if  not  fuperiors,  in  military  achievement.  Thus, 
while  he  ingratiated  himfelf  with  his  Sovereign  and  Fellow-citi- 
zens by  his  wiidom,  he  acquired  the  admiration  of  the  Soldiery  by 
his  perfbnal  addrefs  and  valour ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  by  the  (eve* 
rity  of  his  difcipline,  and  the  occafional  aufterity  of  his  deportment, 
maintained  an  awe  over  them,  which  ftrengthened  his  authority 
without  diminiihing  their  afFedion. 

Hyder  was  therefore  now  arrived  at  that  j^oint  of  elevation, 
beyond  which  no  exertion  of  mental  capacity,  if  governed  by  vir- 
tue or  integrity,  could  raife  him — So  far  he  owed  aH  to  genius : 
but  his  towering  ambition  looked  higher;  and,  unreftrained  by 
any  principle  of  religion  or  morality,  he  determined  to  accom- 
pliih,  at  any  rate,  that  which  he  knew  nothing  but  crime  could 
accomplifh.  With  wicked  deliberation  he  looked  forward  into 
the  womb  of  time,  and  with  unparalleled  policy  arranged  the 
whole  fyftem  upon  which  he'  was  to  aft,  when  that  order  of 
things  his  penetrating  arid  intuitive  genius  enabled  him  to  fee' 
would  naturally  arife  from  each  other,  fhould  afford  him  a  proper 
epportunity.     Although  he  was  utterly  ignorant  of  books,  and  of 

M  courfe 
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<fp\tffo  could  derive  little  benefit  from  the  example*  of  the  great 
qpd  ambitious  men  recorded  in  Hiftory,  yet,  drawing  upon  the  in- 
fyfltp  refburces  of  his  own  mind  or  information/  he  adopted  the 
rVfiry>  lame' means  of  furthering  his  views  ;  and-forefeeing,  that* 
with  an  immenfe  army  devoted  to  his  interests,  few  things  would  be 
"unattainable,  he  applied  himfelf  diligently  to  model  and  form  that  of 
the  King  of  Mysore  to  thegreateft  perfe&ionindifcipline,  and  to 
render  it  attached  to  his  perfon,  andfubfervient  to  his  views,,  by  a 
ikilfui  mixture  of  feverity  and  relaxation,  toil  and  rewatd*  dan* 
ger  and  applaufe,  which  none  but  a  mailer-hand  like  his  was  ca- 
pable of  exa£Hy  compounding. 

The  death  of  his  Sovereign  the  King,  of  My&d&e  at  length 
afforded  him  the  opportunity  to.  which  he  had  fo  long,  and  with 
{q  prophetic  an  eye,  looked  forward — and  gave  him  ample  room 
for  ieljf-gratulation  on  the  fcore  of  his  fagacity  and  prudence. 

The  IJeir  in  fucceflion  to  the  Throne  being  then  an  infant,  the 
politic  Hyder,  fetting  afide  all  claims  of  the  kindred  of  the  young. 
Prince^  took  uppn  himfelf  the  guardianship— wide**  the.  title  of 
Regent,  affumed  the  fupreme  auth\ority^— and,  though  too  well 
aware  of  the  inviolable  attachment  of  the  People  to  their  lawful 
Monarch  to  put  him  dire&ly.  to  death,  ufurped  the  Throne,  and 
configned  him  to  imprifbnment  in*  Seringapatam,  the  capital,  of 
the  Myforean  dominions,. 

Having  thus,  by  his  talents,  acquired"  the  pofiefiion  of  the- 
Throne,  he  gave  a  large  range  to  the  fublimity  of  his  views,  and 

fbon 
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foon  displayed  the  exhauftleSs  refburces  of  his  mind  in  the  hevfr 
office  of  Governor  and  Legiflatpr— -forming  Such  vaft  well-or- 
dered military  establishments,  and  Such  judicious  and  Salutary  civil 
institutions,  as  made  him  blaze  forth  at  once  the  terror  of  his 
neighbours,  and  rendered  him,  in  the  Sequel,  the  moft  powerful 
and  formidable  Potentate  in  the  Hither  Peninfula.  In  carrying 
on  thbfe,  his  deficiency  in  letters  was  Supplied  by  his  vigilance 
and  fagacity,  fharjpened  by  Siifpicion :  three  fecretaries  executed 
all  his  orders  in  feparate  apartments  ;  and  if,  on  comparison,  they 
were  found  to  differ,  he  who  committed  the  error  received  Sen- 
tence of  death.  His  natural  cruelty  made  him  take  the  execution 
of  their  fentence  upon  himfelf  not  unfrequently :  to  Slice  ofFa  head* 
with  his  own  hand,  or  fee  it  done  by  others,  wis  a  luxurious  re- 
creation to  the  Sanguinary  Hyder.  ' 

The  natural  Sagacity  of  this  great  man  Suggefted,  that  ih  or- 
der to  accomplish  the  extenfive  obje&s  which  his  a£ive  and  ambi- 
tious temper  held  up  to  his  imagination,  the  introduction  of  the 
moft  perfeft  military  discipline  was  above  all  other  things  necef- 
iary  ;  and  his  judgment  informed  him  that  the  European  was  the 
beft.  He  therefore  held  out  the  moft  tempting  allurements  to 
military  adventurers,  and  particularly  to  thoSe,  whether  black  or 
white,  who  had  been  trained  in  the  Service  of  the  EngliSh  Eaft 
India  Company :  he  fent  emiflaries,  for  the  purpofe,  to  all  parts* 
of  India,  with  inftrudtions  to  offer  great  rewards ;  and*  carried 
this*defign  So  far,  that  whenever  accident  or  war  threw  'peHbns>T)fJ 
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that  defcription  into  his  hands,  he  never  failed  to  detain  them, 
and,  if.  they  refuted  to  enter  into  his  fervice,  treat  them  with  the 
moft  unpardonable  rigour  and  barbarity;  and  by  thefe  n*eari§ 
brought  his  army  to  a  ft&te  of  perfe&ion  till  then  unknown  to  a 
Black  Power.  He  did  not  ftop  there,  but  determined  to  eftablifl* 
a  Navy — by  large  offers  alluded  many  fhip-carpeftters  and  artizans 
from  Bombay — made  no  inconfiderable  progyefe  in  conftru&ing, 
dock-yards,  and  had  a&nally  equipped  feme  ihip&  of  the  line,  be- 
fides  frigates,  fitted  to  encounter  European  feas*  Indeed,  he. 
feemed  to  have  carried  hi*  views  of  conqueft  even  to  the  Polar 
regions ;  for  it  is,a:fa&»  that  he  directed  his  people,  in  conftru&ing 
thofe  veflels,  to  iit  them,  for  encountering  feas  of  ice,  or,  as  he 
called  it,  the  thick  water.. 

To  a  man  of  fuch  ardent  ambition.  a#d  deep  penetration,  the 
vaft  power  which  the  Eaglifti  Eaft  India.  Company  had  acquired^ 
and  were  daily  acquiring,  in  the  Eaft,  could  not  fait  to  be  an  ob- 
ject of  jealoufy.  He  conceived  a  deadly  and  implacable  animofity 
to  the  Britiih  Nation,  which  influenced  his;  whole  fucceeding  life^ 
ended  only  with  his  death,  and  was.  then  transmitted  to  his  {oil 
1*ipfqo  Sahib,  with  the  exaction  of  a  fblemn  oath,  ever  to  retail? 
thofe  fentiments. 

A  coincidence  of  circumftances,  wfcicfrlias  feldom  occurred  ih: 
the  fortunes  of  men,  tended,  at  a  lucky  crifis,  to  farther  the  bold 
proje&s  of  Hyder  ;  and  neither  fortune,  though  extremely  pro- 
pitious to  him,  nor  his  own  unbounded  talents  and  enegeric. fpirit^ 

favoured 
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favoured  thp  execution  of  them,  more  than  the  bungling  politics, 
the  ludicrous  ambition,  and  the  confequent  unpiftifiable  probeedt- 
ings,.  of  one  of  our  Rrefidencies  in  India— I  mean  Bombay. 
Fortunately,  the  ^Jifdom  and  moderation  <Jf  our  Eaft  India  Count- 
oris  at  i  this  day,>yihdicate  the  wounded  charadier  of  thfc  British 
Nation*  and  juftify  me  in  the  remarks  I  makev 

An  ambitious  _ahd  profligate  Chief  of  the  Marhatta  Tribes — his 
name,  Roganavt.  Row-r*fcad  been  depofed  by  the  Wife  Men  of 
his  Country/  fpr.  having  murdered  his  nephew,  in  order  to  ufurp 
tbe  Throne  ,of/8etlstfah.  He  fled  to  Bombay^  ^nd*  by  (peeiotis 
promifes  and  tfhfcr  ;means, 'prevailed  on  that  Prefidenpyto  ttf- 
ford  him  an  afylum,  and  finally  to  t^ke  up  arms  in  his  defence 
againft  the  united.  Marhatta  States,  who  at  the  very  time  were 
able  to-raife 'aiiaxmy/of^thneb  hundred  tboufend  fightiug-nifeii. 
Hoftiiities  were  firft.floakmfe»ce4  by  the  £ngli&  ;  :and:  by  them 
peace  was  £rft  propofcd.  The  .treaty  of  Ppqnah  was  made,  by 
which  it  was  provided  that  Rooanaut  Row  Should  quit  Bom- 
bay ;  and  by  the  Englifli  the  provifions  of.  that  tfieaty,  were 
broken— for,  in  dke&  viqlation  of  it,  Roga2*aut  was  kept  at 
Bombay.  This  breach  of  the  treaty  led  to  smother;  for  this 
crafty  and  unprincipled  Chief  made  life  of  it  with  fuch  addreis  as 
to  perfuade  that  Prefidency  to  attack  the  JVfarhattas  again  ;*"by 
magnifying  the  power,  of  his  party  among  his  Countrymen,  he 
prevailed  upon  them  once  more  to  aflert  his  rights;  and  the  Prefix 
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dency  of  Calcutta,  I  am*  afraid,   were1  induced  to  join  that,  of 
Bombay  in  the  plain* 

It  happened  unfortunately,  that  aft  this  time  the  Prefidency  of 
Bombay  wis  compofed  of  perfbns  the  mod  unqualified,  probably, 
tftat  coufcf  be  found  in  any  community  for  offices  of  fuch  import* 
ance.     One,  particularly,  was  allowed,  by  the  almoft  vaaminous 
confent  of  thofe  who  knew  his  private  or  public  chara£faer,  to  be 
ignortaf,  not  only  of  the  firft  principles  of  Government,  but  of 
the  ordinary  knowledge  requifite  for  a  Gentleman ;  and  for  (kaa» 
tions  of  moment  he  was  peculiarly  difqualified  by  a  fondnefs  for 
minutiae,  to  which  he  paid  more  attention  thato  to  matters  of 
greater  confequence.     A  temper  and  intellect  of  this  kind  were 
rendered  ftill  rhore  incapable  of  the  enlarged  veiws  any  Repre- 
fentative  of  a  great  Nation  in  a  diftant  Colony  fliould  poflefs,  by  a 
mercantile  education  and  habits,  which  narrowed  even  his  ciiv 
cunofcribed  mind,  and  left  him  not  a  fentiment,  not  an  idea,  that 
was  not  merely  commercial.     The  adminifhratiooL  a£  fuch  men 
was  exa&ly  what  might  have  been  expe&ed;  and,  inftead  of 
afletting  the  dignity  of  Great  Britain,  or  promoting  the  advan- 
tage of  their  employers— -narrow  policy,  felfifli  views,  and  efforts 
arifing  from  rtriftaken  notions  of  conqueft,  made  the  whole  tiffiic 
of  their  conduit  in  India. 

Blinded  by  theplaufible  infinuations  of  Rogakavt,  and  Simu- 
lated, as  I  have  already  obierved,  by  a  luft  for  conqueft,  which  would 
have  been  unjuftifiable  even  in  an  hereditary  Defpot,  but  which 
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were'  peculiarly  vicious  and  ridiculous  in  a  b6dy  of-'MercBant* 
who  wfereJ^emfelvesfubje6fe,  the  Eaft  India  Company's  Servants 
again  determined  t&ftipport,  by  force  of  arms,  that-  moft  atro* 
cious  murderer  r  and  with  the  contemptibly  inadequate  fdrce  of 
four  thouiand  men,  encumbered  wkh  an  unwieldy  train  of  bag* 
gage  and  fervaats  for  the  accommodation  of  finikin  voluptuous* 
Officers,  and  led  by  two  doughty  comptingrhoufe  champions- 
(Carnac  and^MbiTYN),  with  Colonel  Egerton  as  Military/ 
AJftJiant  rather  than  Commander,  they  fet  out,  to  encounter  the 
whole,  torrent  of  the  Marhatta.  force,  and  condu6t  Roganaut  to* 
Poonahv 

Had  Roganaitt  advanced  at  the  head  of  his  own  parttzana 
only,  the  Chiefs  of  the  Marhatta  <  Nation  might'  poffibly  have 
taken  different  fides  of  the  queftion,  and  lift  between  them  a 
breach  for  hi*  arms  or  intrigues  to  make  ai>  entrance  fatal  to  the 
gteneral  caufe  of  the  Country :  but  the  affaults  oFa  foreign  army 
~-an  army  of  interefted'  peculating  ftrangers^  as  the  Company's 
troops  then  were-;— an  armyof  avowed  natural  enemies,  profefling 
a  different  religion,  entertaining  different  political  principles;  and 
formed1  by:  Nature  of  a  different  complexion^rbufed  and  united 
them  in  one  common  caufej  and  comprefled  difcord&nt  4nterefts; 
which  had  been  ffcr'  time  immemorial*  at  irreconcilable  variance; 
into  onek  cotapa<fi  body  of  refifteince,  which,  *sit'becatae  iribre 
&M  from  the  ftrokes  of  hoftility;  could  not,  in  the  nature  0/ 
things  be  fabdued  ;  ih  the  iam^  rtiahntr  aft  tHe^uhjuftifiible- con- 
federacy, 
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fedtracy  of  Kiflgsagainft  France  lately  united  ail  the  coofli&iug 
partjcs  of  that  Country— converted  twenty-feven  million*  of 
People,  male  and  fepaale,  into  ofce  c»mpa&  ^rqaec}  fofqe— rendered 
them  sn>t  only  iqviocible  at  home*,  but  terrible  abroad— and  finally, 
has  enabled  them  to  beftride*  ColulTus  like,  the  univerfe. 


LETTER    LV. 


The  approach  of  the  Rritifh  Troops  with  Roganaut 
caufed  great  alarm  at  Poonah ;  and  the  Minifters  there  fent  to  offer 
terms,  which  were  contemptuoufly  reje&ed.  They  then  determin- 
ed tQ  fave,  by  prowefs,  thofe  rights  which  they  could  wot  prefervc 
byjuftice  or  negotiation— and  took  the  field  with  fuch  great  force, 
that  their  menacing  enemies  found  it  expedient  to  confider  of  a 
retreat  The/a/V^/WRoGANAUT,  finding  bis  plans  baffled,  fent 
privately  to  Scikdiah,  the  Marhatta  Chief,  proposing  to  him  to 
attack  the  Englifh,  and  promifing  in  that  cafc  to  join  him  with 
his  part  of  the  army :  his  perfidy,  however,  being  discovered,  the 
Englifh  Commanders  began  to  retreat,  carrying  him  along  with 
them.  They  were,  however,  furrounded*  and  reduced  to  make 
the  moil  abje&  cpncefSons— offering  a  carjc-bltmche  to  Sci&diak 
4$  the  price  of  a  «treat :  but  that  aftgirf;  .Chief  nobly  dtffrihoi 

to 


to  take  advantage  of  their  fituation,  and  contented  him&lf  with 
terms  which  juftice  fhould  have  exa&ed  from  them,  feven  if  iie*> 
ceffity  had  not  compelled  their  acceptance.  The  restoration  df 
Saliette,  and  of  the  other  conquefts  made  by  the  Company's  troops 
during  the  preceding  hostilities,  and  the  delivery  of  Roganaut94 
perfon  into  the  hands  of  the  Marhattas*  were  among  the  provisions. 
Roganaut  was  delivered  up  t  two  hoftages  were  taken  fof  the 
remaining  part  of  the  treaty ;  and  the  harrafied  remains  of  thd 
Engtifh  army  were  permitted  to  return  to  Botribay.  :!•:.; 

Rog an aut  having  found  means  to  efcapt*  feached  5urat ;  arfft 
the  Company's  Chiefs  refilled  to  comply  with  the  pfovifionis  of 
the  treaty  :  hotwtfhftttnding  which,  the  noble  Marhatta  dtimi&d 
ihc  hoikges,  and  prepared  for  a  mote  manly  revenge  than  that 
which  could  be  wreaked  on  two  defencelefs  individual*.  General 
Goddart,  who  had  been  ferti  with  an  army  from  Bengal,  Was 
commiffioned  to  negociate  for  a  pacification :  but  SeiHDiAff 
making  the  delivery  of  Roganaut  into  his  hands  an  iftiMpfcnfablft 
preliminary,  the  negociatioh  was  broken  off,  ahd  both-  parties  de-1 
termined  to  refer  the  contf  overly  to  the  dftciffaa  of  the  Stttttd* 

Every  thing  feemed  to  confpirc  to  chaftife  the  rafhnefs  and 
folly  of  our  Indian  Councils.  The  difficulties  ift  which  a&t  Atae- 
rican  conteft  had  involved  the  Nation,  Were  reported  Wkheifigge-- 
ration  in  India,  ahd  gave  additional  firmriefs  to  ou*  riifctaies  in 
that  quarter.  The  reftlefs  and  intriguing*  ipirit  of  tfte  Court  of 
Verfailles  found  its  way  with  Monfieur  ST.  Luirtt  to  the  (hores 
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of  Ind©fta»#  and  &  powerfully  worked  upon  the  mind  of  Hyder, 
that"  ha  .entered  ijitp  a  trfeaty  with  France  againft '  England,  and 
]brouglat:the.ftFfltigth  pf.bo$fy  into  tftesnoft  formidable  combination 
that  evfer.  yyasdiade.in'that  Cqtofcy*  to,  root  put  the  power  of 
GireatvBritain  fromithe  Eafh  ;<'•.'-., 

Thus,  by  the  depraved  politics  '  of ithe  Councils  of  a  petty  Settle- 
oncntv  were:  the  important  JuaterejfH  o£  Gtfeat  Britain  in  India,  and 
the  lives  and  properties  of  all  its  ieryaat*  in  that  quarter,  at  once 
expofed  to  the ,  fafy  pf  three  formidable  hpftile  powers— the  M»* 
fhftttas,  HYfr&k  and  the  French* 

I  will  not  entangle  my  narrative  with  a  detail  of  the  various 
i  military  operations  which  arofc  from  this  confederacy :  they  werfe 
in  general  di&ftrous  to  the  Engliih*  whofe.  power  there  was.  pre-* 
ferved  from  utter  annihilation  by  the  energetic  Councils  of  Mr, 
HA,sflN$$>  the  unexampled  courage  of  ouf  troops,  and  the  un- 
paralleled  abilities  and  gallantry  of  the  veteran  Sir  Eyre  Gdq7>s-, 
That  part  which  applies  to  my  prefent  narrative,  is  the  only  flaffc 
1  think  it  npceffary  to  detail ;  but  I  wifh.  you  to  inform  youri^lf, 
of  all  of  them  fully >  by  an  attentive  perufai  of  the  different  hifto- 
i£e*o£tha$  war.. 

Ift  order  to  relieve  the  Carnatic,  which  was  fiiffering  under: 
the  ravages  of  a  formidable  vi&orious  army,  who  had  not  pnly 
cut  off  a  great  part  of  our  forces  on:  thatco^  but  affronted,  our 
army  even  at  the.  walls  of  Fort  St*  George,  defcents  upon  the  coafts ,  t 
of  Malabar  were  planned,  ia  order  to.  make  a.  diversion :.. and, 
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General  Mathews,  in  January  1783,  landed,  with  a  fmall  army 
under  his  command,  at  a  place  called  Rajamondroog— *took 
Onore,  and  ieveral  forts ;  and  being  joined  by  other  troops,  which, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Humbertsok,  had  done  confider- 
able  iervices  to  the  Southward,  and  were  now  commanded  by 
Colonel  Macleod,  marched  from  Cundapore,  with  an  army 
confifting  of  twelve  hundred  Europeans  and  eight  battalions  of 
Sepoys,  towards  Huflaingurry  Ghaut,  a  pafs  that  leads  over  thefc 
immenfe  mountains  which  divide  the  Pcninfulk,  running  North  and 
South  from  Perfia  to  Cape  Comorin.  After  (urmounting  obrfaclei' 
that  would  have  discouraged  a  lefs  cnterprifing  Commander*,  and 
for  which  I  refer  you  to  his  own  Letter,  inclofed  herewith,*  he 
mounted  the  Ghaut,  carrying  every  thing  before  him  with  the 
fixed  bayonet ;  and  reached,  within  a  (hort  march  of  Hyderna- 
gur,  the  place  where  I  was  confined-  Thofe  operations  were 
undoubtedly  much  facilitated .  by  the  death  of  Hyder  Alli,1 
which  happened  while  I  was  in  prifon,  and  which  drew  the  at- 
tention of  Tippoa  Sahib  to  affairs  of  more  immediate  importance 
than  the  defence  of  the  Malabar  forts. 

I  have  thus  digrefled  from  the  ftraight  path  of  my  narrative, 
in  order  to  explain  to  you  the  occafion  of  the  extraordinary  revo- 
lution that  fb  fuddenly  took  place  in  the  fort,  which  I  ftated  to 
you  in  my  laft  Letter  but  one— You  will  therefore  iook  back  to 
the  conclufion  of  that  Letter,  from  whence  I  again  take  up  my 

narrative.  > 
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.    I.jvjts  utterly  stf  q  lofs  to  conje&ure  what  this  fb  fodden  refo- 
lytioji  tp  releafe  me  $nd  my  oppofite  fellow-prifoner  meant.     I 
ejideavpyred  to, get  fpme  explanation  of  it  from.tJie-perfona  about? 
me ;  but  all  I  could  at  the  time  co]lfe<ft  was,  thfct.the  Jemadar  hadr 
dire63tedime  to  be  taken,  out  of  Ltqiis,.  and  ordered ,  me  to  appear 
before  him..  I  walked  out  of  the  citadel  with  two  or  three  men*  who 
had  got  charge  of>me :  it  was  a  delightful  afternoon ;  and  my, 
fen(kUQn*(pa  once  rijore  re vifiting  the.  open  airr*-at  again  viewing; 
tbevafl  eipanfe'  of,  the  firmament  abpve,,  and  the  profufion  of 
beauties'  with  which  Najture.embellHhed  the  earth  beneath — were; 
t<>o.  blifsfuk  too'fublimc,  for  defcnptk>n.     My  heart  beat  with  in- 
voluntary transports  of  gratitude,  to  that  Being  from:  whaeb  attt 
fpruing ;  and  I  felt  that  Man  is,  in  Jiis  nature,  ,eyen  wifchout  the  in* 
terYfintioaofhis  reafon,  a  being  of  devotion. ;  For  an  hour,  of  1 
inch  delight  as  I  then  experienced^  a. yean  of  amprifenanent  w», 
I  thought,  hardly  ton  dear  a! price..   Thoie.  exqutfrte.fen&tionk; 
infenfibly.  led  my  heart  to ,  the  mod  flattering. pre&ges:  theaot-t 
roal  fpirit  appeared  to  have*  in  conrefpondenc*>  wktithc  body*, 
lhaken  off  a  load  of  chains  ;  ,and_  as.  I.  walked;  alpng*  I  feepaed  to  ? 
trfead  on  air* 

As  we  proceeded  forward,  we  found,,  at  feme  diftance  fromti 
the  fort,  an  open  dooly,  into  which  the.  guards  forcibly  crAmaaed*' 
me;  and  I  was  carried  off,  ftill  attended,  by  theiame  men.  As,- 
we  .went  along,  they  gave  me  to  underftand  that.  Hyat>  Sahib*;.. 
the  Jemadar,  was  at  a  place  ten,  or  a  dozen  miles  diftant  finom. 

Bidahore., 
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Bidanore.  I  thought  it  withib  myfelf  a  moft  extraordinary  cir- 
cumftatoce^and  wafc  at  arlofstbconje6hire  for  whatpurpofehc  re- 
quired my  prcfence  there.  Perhaps,  thought  1^  it  is  to  deliver  me 
pfcrfbnally  into  the  hands  of  Tittoo ---perhaps  to  fend  me  to  Se- 
ringapatam.  Suipenfe  whetted:  my  curiofity ;  and  impatience  to 
know  my  fete,  fet  my  mind  afloat  upon  a  wide  fea  ofconje&ure.. 
Still,  however,  my  fenfes  acknowledged  a  degree-  of  pleafure  in- 
defer ibabk—L  inhaled;  the  freflt  air  with  greedinefs,  and,  as  II 
(huffed  it  in,,  (aid  to'  rayfelf,  "Well;  well-^-at  the  worft,  thi* 
will  enliven  my  fpirits,  and  lay  ujp  a  new  flock  of  health  and 
vigour,^  to  -  enable  me  to  endure  with  manhood!  whatever  other 
foffbirigs«  th&  barbarians,  into  whofe  hands  I  have  fallen,  may 
have  irt  ftore  for  me;" 

When  we^hadgof  about  a  mile  from  the  fort*  we  met  a  perfbn 
attended  by  three  •others,  all  on  horfeback.  Ht  was -a  man  of  confi- 
der&blersrifein  thht  Couhtryi  and  I  recollected  to  have  feen'him  at 
tftbjtm&c&r's  Dtirbar,  vfrherehc  had  manifeftedaifavburable  dif- 
pf£b0nvta^ajrdsf  mi,loekmg.  alivkys  gracknifly, :  and  nodding  to* 
me*  r  tfhklv  «>nfideringpny  :circurfiftahces  ahd'his,  was  hunt  a  little 
extraordinary.     The.  moment  hfc  recognized  me, .^hc  leaped?Fromr 
his-h^rie^;appwe«ttly  /ia^great  agitation:  then'  turning  to  the  guards,  * 
q*dered>themito  leaveme  imfnediately— iayingiat  the  lame  time' 
that  hd^ would  he  anftVcrable  for  the  xorifequences.     They  feemed  > 
at;  ^firfttO  hefrtfttfef  whether  they  ivbultt  bbcy  him  or-  not y  bat  on  r 
hisftalang^th^ 
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band,  antf  faieared  with  Hobd,  andiiepeating  hb  'Orders •  a  fecond 
tin&e  in  a  firm  anddecifive  tone  of  voice  and.  manner*  they  ail 
ran  off*  •         '  .  I    . 

-     As  foon'  as  we  were  •  alpne,  he  revealed  to  ibe,  that  he  liadi  all 
atong  known  who  I  was— -had  mdft  heartily  pitied  any  fufieriogs* 
and  privately  entertained  the  moft  anxious  wifiies  to  ferveme,  but 
Gould  not  venture   to  interfere*— the  leaft  jealoufy,  when  once 
awakened,  being  there  always  followed  up  by  fummary  vengeance. 
He  then  mentioned  his  name,  informing  me  that  he  was  the  ion 
of  a  Nabob  near  Vellore,  whofe  dominions  had  been  wreftedirom 
him  by  force,  and  united  to  the  Carriatic ;  that  his  family  had  re- 
ceived great  fayours  from  my  father,  in  return  for  which  he  felt 
himfelf  bound  to  do  me  every  fervice  in  his  power;  but  that, 
having  been,  after  the  misfortunes  which  befel  his  family,  taken 
into  the  fervice  of  Hyder,  and  holding  then  a  place  of  confe- 
quence  under  him,  he  was  difqualified  from  demonftrating  hid 
gratitude  and  efteem  in  the  way  he  wirtied :  he  added,  he  had  juft 
come  from  the  fummit  of  the  Ghauts,  where  he  left  the  Englifh 
army  ported,  after  their  having  beat  the  Circar  troops,  and  car-* 
ried  all  the  ftrong  works  which  had  been  ere&ed  for  the  defence  of 
the  partes,  and  were  deemed  from  their  fituation  impregnable ; 
that  the  Jemadar,  Hyat  Sahib,  had  gone  thither  to  encourage 
the  troops,  and  animate  them  to  one  grand  effort  of  refinance, 
and  would  remain  there;  till  the  fuqeeeding  day—Here  he  (bopped, 
»ndifocmed  much  agitated;  but,  recovering  himfelf  foon,  Jkid,  in  a 
,;.  .<.  ■  fblemn 
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folemn  and  alarming  manner,  "This  day  I  heard  Htat  Sahib 
give  orders  to  bring  you  before  him,  in  order  that  he  might  fatiate 
his  revenge  by  your  death !  How  happy  am  I  in  having  an  oppor* 
tunity  torefctte  you!  I  will  carry  you  back  with  me,  therefore, 
to  Bidaribre,  and  place  you  in  a  ftate  of  fecurity  with  my  family^** 
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iSuch  unprecedented  generofity  affe6fed  mc"  fenfibly,. 
To  run  fuch  a  hazard  as  he  muft  have  incurred,  merely  from  a* 
principlfe  of  gratitude  for  ferviees^fc  remote  in  both  timfe  aridper- 
fen,  was  more  than  we  could  hope  to  find  even  amoi^g  Englilh- 
mcn,  whoboaft  of  their  fuperior  ju&ice  and  gerterofity — but  in  a* 
native  'of'Indoftan*  where  the  tide  of  human  fefelirtg  nins  father 
low,  was  aftonifluag^  ;  As-  well  as  my  limited  knowledge  of  the 
language  ef  the  Country  enabled  me,  I  endfeavouredto  makelmir 
a  fuitable  acknowledgment:  in  inch  a  caufe,  dullnefs-  muft'liave 
become  eloquent;  and  I  lamented  that  my  deficiency  in  the  lan- 
guage! prevented'  my  giving  vent  to  the  extr-eme-'ftillhefs  :of :*hy: 
hearts  uHe  feemed.  However,  to  be^fetisfied  Widfmy  meanirfg>* 
aa&  Itwab  juft  oh  J  the.pbmt  of  returning  with  h5m  to  Hydfirhagii*; 
when  -die  Were  fudritiftfy  ftatetfed.by  the  Jedttitafr  mti<^\<&idty 
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iwj*  fy>u\  #fterwap44  fucp&eded  by  &e  uppearafteQ  of  his  guards 
ady^ppiog  tov^gr^  ys  jt  fpffle  difeuise.  Jfo  &e*R£4  QQO&HJiwted 
a^^^rmQ4r-4*nfintqd,  in  wgrm  tenjip,  hi?  -Hiwptfity  to  fcrve 
n^T7^&  ppinliflg  to  ^.p^h  w^ieH  wound  through  awond  that 
lay  $m  ?ithpf  fifoof  the  road,  dir?6ted  J^e  to  foifc?  into  ^imme- 
diately, faying,  that  by  following  that  route,  I  fhould  certainly 
fall  in  with  the  Britifh  army.  He  then  rode  away,  and  I  followed 
his  advice,  and  proceeded  for  fome  time  through  the  wood  with- 
out interruption;  for,  though  I  did  sot  implicitly  believe  the 
affertion  that  Hyat  Sahib  meant  to  have  cut  me  off,  I  deemed  it 
prudent  to  avail  myfelf  of  the  opportunity  which  offered  to  effc6t 
W  f/f^Pe?  apprehending  a  worfe  fyte  than  death,  aanaely,  being 
fent  pf ifofler  to  Spring^patam. 

Finding  ^yfetf  rfai%;  e»f^rica,ted;  I  be^\  to  examine  my  fitu*. 
atjion,  acid  to  re$e#:  90  tfeb?  different  cpf}ver£ttiQi$  which  had  pafled 
between  Hyat  Sah(b  aa/1  me?  ajkd  oft  his  condt»6l  previpHS  to 
my  being  put  in  irons,  I  recollected  the  urfprrpation  I  had  from, 
time  tp  time,  received,  touching^  the  Jemadar's  difpofttion,. 
^Iyx>9*'s  death,  Tippoo  Sahib's  chara&er  and  avowed  hatred; 
of  Hyat,  $nd  the  nature  of  the  inhabitants  I  moreover  took, 
into  coc^ider^tion,  that  my  ftrcogd*  was  ioapaired,  and  my  con- 
Aitytipn  underipiiied ;  asdifchftt  my  profpe^s  in  India,  in  ppint  of 
ffimfi  or  cffiotameot*  could  only  be  promoted  by  fome  extraordi- 
nary e^rtiQQ,  pr,  foow  hazardous  enterprise.  The  refult  of  tbe 
vhpk  w^as  a  determixiatioixon  my  part  to  return  back  feMfee  &xtr 

and 
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and  venture  an  attempt  to  perfuade  the  Jemadar  to  offer  propofels 
for  an  accommodation  to  General  Mathews,  and  to  make  me 
the  inftrument  of  his  negociation. 

In  puriuance  of  this  determination,  I  returned;  and  at  about 
fix  o'clock  in  the  evening  re-entered  the  fort,  and  proceeded  to  the 
palace  of  the  Jamadar,  where,  defiring ..an  audience,  I  was  ad* 
mitted.  At  the  very  firft  light  of  him,  I  could  perceive  in  bx$ 
appearance  all  the  mortification  of  falling  power.  He  received 
me  with  a  gloomy  countenance,  in  which  there,  was  more  pf 
thoughtful  fadne&  than  of  viudi&iye  .fury*  -After  a  minute's 
fileace,  however,  he  (aid  tome,  "  Well,  Sir!,  you  have  heard^ 
I  fuppofe,  that  the  Englifh 'army  are  in  pofieffion  of  the  Ghauts, 
and  doubdefs  khow  thitfthecuftoms  of  this  Country  authorise  my 
proceeding  againft  you!  with  the  utmoft  rigour/'  Here  he  paufed 
for  a  few  ifcoments~<-then  prbceeded.thus :  "  l^everthelels,  in  con- 
sideration of  your  family— in  confideration  of  the  regard. I. have 
for  aloilg. time  conceived  for  you,  from  obfetfving  your  conduct, 
and  ft  rift  adherence  to  tn*th  in  anfwering  all  my  queftionv.  and 
ftill  rp6re  on  account  of  the  fuffciings  which. you  have  fuftained 
with,  fortitude,  I.  will  ajlow  yoiilto  cfcape :,  jhafte  you,v;t|ieot 
awayrr-fly  from  this  for t dirte#ly-»~ begone J"  .Then  ,  waving;  ,hi6 
hand.asa  fignalfor  mt  to. depart^  averted  his  fa<;e46;on^  pie^ani 
looked  another  way*     :,  ,    ;      .  -v        ...  oi^.i 

I  thqughf  (hat  this  wp3  a  very  favourable  pppotfupity:  fqfcifRji 
int^ttcied  purpofe,  and*  entreated  him  to  hear  me.  ^Jhile  {j'-fa&It 

O  few 
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flW^^W^dfe^af  perhaps  more  'mdhnent  to;  him  than  to  myfel£ 
Hfd  dgSitf  turnc^towatds  me  ^  andv  :ncdding  aflfent,  while  his  eye 
Jaefpoke  impatient  curiofity,  I  proceeded— .Aail*  "firft,  I  icapreffed, 
te<^'#ife(DJ|dl  terms.  I  was  able,  the  highienfe  iienteutqined  of 
tkfe  fkvburabk- reception  I  met  with  when  I  firfl:  came  tiilde'fort ; 
^SforiflgrHim,  that  I  fhould  never  forget  th^'kinAieis  ha  /(hewed 
ttijb  oa  Shat  occafitm,-  and  that  in  my  coniciencc  I  imptttedall  the 
iufferiugs  i-I  had  trndergone  wholly  to  orders  which  he  iiad  bsqn 
^bligftd^ to  execute,  and  not  to  any  want  of  humanityi>iii  himfelf, 
Hdte  l^petfceiVed  the  cloud*  which  had  overfpread  his  countenance 
i>egin  graduallyao  difperfe,  and  wifh  the  greater  cctoft&hoe  pro* 
eeeded^to  fay,  that  if  he  would  condefcend  to  givfe  me  a  patient 
faring,  and  not  take  my  boldnefs  amiis,  I  would  venture  to  in- 
trude  upon  him  with  my  advice.  At  this  he  {tared  41  pie  with  a 
took  of  forprife — paufed — then  feid,  that  'he  authorifed  me  to 
ipeak  whatever  I  pleafcd-— continuing,  in  a' tone  of  gendemekm* 
choly,  "  But  of  what  ufe  can  your  advice  be  to  me<nftW;?"  •' 

Having  thus  obtained  his  permiffion,  I  bfegan^by  corhpKment^ 
ing  him  on  his  great  talents  and  temper  in  gcAnerning— ^ori-  his  fide- 
Iky,  zeal  and  attachment  to  Hydb»— and  on  the  mild  and  bene- 
ficent ufe  which  he  was  acknowledged  to-  have  made  erf  the  un* 
bounded  power  veiled  in  him  by  that  great  Prince,  which- Was  the 
more,  extraordinary,  confidering  how  many  examples-  he  had  to 
Jpftify  him  in  a  contrary  pradfcice.  Iremiiided  him,  howiver, 
that  rifcumftances  were  at  prefent  widely  different  from  what 

they 


they  then  were— -tiiathe'ha'd  lidwgota  very  different  Sovcrtigi* 
to^ferve-^that  he  had  no  longer  the  bender  father  (for  fo  Hydei 
might  have  been  coiifidered  tahim),  but  Tippoo  Sultak,  now 
the  matter,  once  the  rival,  whofe  meafures  he  had  always  op^ 
pofed,  againft  whom  he  had  once  laid  a  raoft  ferious  charge,  and 
who,  confidering  the  firmnefs  of  his  nature,  could  not  be  reafbn* 
ably  -fuppofed  to  have  forgiven  him ;  and  I  hinted,  that  whatever 
external  appearance  of  regard  Tippoo  might  from  the  pdlkicttl 
necefllty  of  the  moment  affume,  his  temper,  and  the  fpitit  ^of 
Afiafic  policy,  were  too  well  known  to  have  a  doubt  remaining, 
"that  fo  far  from  continuing  him  (Hyat)  in  the  fame  pdwer  and 
authority  which  he  enjoyed  during  the  life  of  his  father  Hydei, 
he  would,  on  the  contrary,  proceed  againft  him  with  rigour  and 
cruelty. 

Here  I  perceived  the  Jemadar  involuntarily  nodding  his  head  in 
a  manner  which,  though  not  intended  for  my  obferration,  denoted 
internal  afienf ;  and  was  convinced  that  I  had  exadiy  fallen  in 
with  the  current  of  his  own  thoughts.  No  wonder,  ifldeed,  they 
ihoultJ  be  his  Sentiments ;  for  they  had  long  been  the  fentkrtents  of 
aBperfbns  who  had  known  the  circumftajices  of' the  Nabobfa  ft* 
ihily.  '  "'  'j  .';|.. 

leaving,  therefore,  gone  as  far  on  that  point?  as  I  <rt*ifceivt!d*te 
be  neceflary  to  awaken  the  mind  df  Hyat  to-  the  precarlotiftrtBfs, 
or  rather  danger  of  his  fituation  with  Tip P Ob,  I  painted  fevtiiift, 
in  the  ftrongeft  colours  I  was matter  of,  thehumanity,ltHif'fidrfity, 
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the:  bravely  and  generofity  of  the  Englifh,  which,  I  faid,  were  fb 
imiTcrHlly  acknowledged,  that  <yen  their  worft  enemies  bore  tef. 
tknauy'tothem :  andrl  affured  hitoy  that  if,  infteadof  making  an 
una viiiMBg  oppofition  to  them,  he  would  throw  hirnfelf  with  con- 
fidant upon  their  prote&ion,  and  become  their  friend,  he  would 
not  only  bfe  continued  in  his  ftation,,  power  and  authority,  and  fup- 
ported-as  heretofore,  but  be  made  a  much  greater  man,  with  ftill 
greateir Security,  than  ever  he  had  been  before* 
v  .This  was  the  general  fcope  of  my  argument  with  him;  but 
thec&'iWsrc  many  more  which  fuggefted  themfelves  at  the  time, 
though  J  cannot  now  remember  them.  I  enforced  them  with  all 
tshe^ower  I  had:  they  were  Supported  by  the  acknowledged  cha- 
racter for  generality  of  the  Englifh,  and  ftill  more  by  HyatV 
apprehenfions  of  Tippoo  ;  and  they  had' their  efle6h  That  very 
night  he  authorifed  me  to  go  to  the  Britith  General;  and,  though 
he  would  not  commit  hirnfelf  by  fending' propofate  in  writing,  he 
contented  to  receive  therti  from  the  General*  and  promifed  to  wait 
for  my  return  till  day-light  the  next  mornings-adding,  that  if  I 
did  not  appear  by  that  time*,  he  would  go  off  with  his  family  and 
treafbre  to  fome  other  place,  and  fet  the  town*  powder-magaziner 
and  ftore-houfes  on  fire,  leaving  a  perfon  of  diftinguifhed  charac? 
ter  to  defend  the  citadel  or  inner  fort*,  which  was  ftrong,  with  a 
deep  ditch,  and  mounted  with:  many  pieces  of  cannon,  and1  fend 
imniedutte  intelligence  to  an  army  of  fix  thoufand  horfe  and  one 
throi&ai  ia&ntry,  wha  were  at  thai  time  on  their  road,  fronx 
•'•"  Seringa^ 
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Seriagapatam,  to  haft  en  their  progrefs,  and  make  them  atfr 
vance  with  all  poffible  rapidity ;  and  he  further  obferved,  that  as 
Tippoo  himfelf  would  come  to  the  immediate  prote&pn  o£ 
his  Country,  and,  if  once  come  while  the  Englifh  army  remained 
in  the  open  field,  would  give  them  caufe  ta  repent  their  temerity* 
there  was  no  time  to  be  loft. 

Accompanied  by  a  perfon  who  had  officiated  as  interpreter 
between  the  Jemadar  and  me,  ahd  whofe  good  offices  and  influence 
with  Hyatt,  which  was  very  great,  I  had  been  previoufly  lucky 
enough  to  fecure,  I  fet  off  at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  on  horfeback, 
to  the  Britifh  army.  My  companion  was  in  high  fpirits  when  we 
fet  out  from  the  fort;  but  as  we  proceeded,  he  exprefled  great 
apprehenfion  of  being  fhot  in  approaching  the  camp,  and  earneftly 
entreated  me  to  fleep  at  a  choreltry,  which  lay  in  our  way,  till 
morning.  His  terra*  muft  have  been  great  indeed,  to-  induce  him 
to  make*  (itch  a  proposal,  as  he  knew  very  well  that  we  had  pledged! 
ourfelves  to  be  back  before  dawn  next  day.  I  rallied  him  upon 
his  few's,  and  endeavoured  to  perfuade  him  there  was  not  the 
fmaHeft  danger v  as  I' knew  liow  to  anfwfcr  the  outpofts,  whei* 
they  (hould  chalfenge  us,  in  fitch  a.  manner  as  to  prevent  thetn 
firihg.  As  we  advanced  to  the  camp,  however,  his  trepidation, 
incrcafed;  and  when  we  approached  the  (entries*  I  was  obliged) 
to  drag  him  along  by  force*  Thai  his  fears  had  vefy  nead£ 
prbduced  the  danger  he  dreaded,  ;(the  ahnoft  invariable  o£e€k  of 
cowsrdiee);  fos  thte  feotry  next  to  us,  hearing  thfi  ruftfing  noi&* 
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Jet  offhis  piece,  and  was*  retreating  when  I  hacf  the  good  fortune  to  " 
hrake  him  hear  me.  My  companion,  alarmed  at  the  noife  of  the 
irfufxjtret,  fell  down  in  a  pardxyfm  of  terror,  from  which  it  Was 
fomc  time  before  he  was  completely  recovered.  The  fentfy  who 
had  fired,  coming  up,  cohdu&ed  us  to  a  place  where  other  fentries 
were  pofted,  one  of  whom  accompanied  us  to  a  guard,  from 
whence  we  were  brought  to  the  grand  guard,  and  by  them  con- 
duced to  the  General.    . 


LETTER    LVIII. 


I  WAS  no  lefc  pleafed  than  furprifed  to  find,  that  the 
Commander  of  this  gallant  and  fuccefsful  little  army  was  Gene* 
ral  MatheWs — an  old  friend  of  my  father's*  and  a  pcrion  with 
whom  I  had  ferved  in  the  Cavalry  foon  after  I  entered  the  fe*- 
vice*  When  1  arrived,  he  was  iaft  afleep  u|>on  the  bare  ground 
ki  a  choreltry.  HisJDubafh*  whofe  name  was  Skake,  recoK 
ledted  me  immediately,  ind  was  almoft  as  much  frightened  at  my 
appearance  at  firft,  a*  my  interpreter  companion  was  at  the 
fhot  of  the  fentry ;  for  it  Was  full  five  months  fince  noty  hair  and 
beard  had  been  both  fliaved  at  the  feme  time,  during  'which  per 
nod  a  -eomb  had  never  touched  mV  head:  I  had  no  hat— nq 

{lockings— 
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ftockiQgs--?wa$  filad.in  a  p«yr  of  very,  ragged  breeches  a  (hist 

•  which  wa$  ip  fyll  of  hojes  that  it  refemb^ed  rather, 3  net  than 

.a  wel>  of  <?Joth,  ^nd  a  waiftcoat  which  had  be^n  mpde  for  a 

man  twice   my  fize — while  my,  feet  were   defended  from  the 

ftoaes  only  by  ^  pair  of  Indian  flippers,     ^nake,  asfoon  as  he: 

wabble  to  eppejuer  his  terror,  and  flop  the  loquacious  eflufions 

.of  aftpjijfoment,.  brought. gie  to  tlie  Gqieral,  whom  I  found  faft 

.afle$p*    We  awoke  lynx  yith  great  difficujty,  and*  on,  his  difco- 

Mtetmg  n>ft,  /evprcfted  great  pjeaiiire   and  furprife.  <at  fb  unex^ 

$$£}eda  n^Cfifi^g;  for?  though  he  had  heard  of  my  imprifbnmeat 

jg  Bidinqre,  he  did  opt  exge&  to  have  had  the  pleafure  of  mjf 

,gompaay  fo  £*m-  , 

Hayipg  ftatejd  to*  the  (general*  the  nature;  ^nd  obj^  of  my 

ipiflioH,  a^d  related, to  him  what  had  happened  in  the.  fort,  he 

jfcft^dy  jfrjw  the  greajL  advantages  that  mu£  acenjp  from  fuch  an 

arxa^einsnt^c^t^red.  into  a  full  bijt  fhort   difcu^Gpn  of  the 

Jbufin^^-iettl^wif^rae  the  plan  to^be  purfued  i;v,e|ther  cafe  qf 

IfiyAT  SA^i^apce^ing  to  or  differing  ftfifii  the;  terms  he  prOr 

ppiecfc  to  oScf ;,  ?nd  in  le&thap  an  hopr  after  my  arrival,  I  wap ' 

^4U^cl^:b^k,,t9.Ae  fort  in  the  jGeperal's  pal^tujV"^  with  ji 

•jGpwl  frp»  4%r.|piifyipg  that  the  Jfipadar   Hy^t  Sahi$> 

jpwer  ^d  iqflueqce  %n$i  not  be  l^gened,  if  h?  &$uld  quieter 

.^frgpder  up  fajppf.  p  Before  my  depatf^je,  the;  (general  e:r- 

dKP^.^^  w*9»?ft  ^e^s^his^proh^iopo/iny  cpo^yft; 

^d.j|dde4,;^,c^n^^the  ^otfa^ce  tf,to  ;&«*>•  the  ,ext- 
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•tenfive  influence  of  Hyat  Sahib,  and  the  advantages  that  might 
4>e  derived  from  his  experience  and  abilities,  coupled  with  the  en- 
feebled ftate  of  his  atmy,  the  benefits  of  fuch  a-  negotiation 
Scarcely  admitted  of  calculation. .  ■  :  '     ; 

Notwithftahding  the  very  flattering  circumftanc^  with  whkfh 
my  prefent  purfuit  was  attended,  I  could  not  help,  as  I  returned  "to 
Hydernagur,  finding  fome  uiieafy  fenfations,  arifing  from  the  im- 
mediate nature  of  the  bufinefs,  .and  from  my  knowledge  Qf' the 
laithlefs  difpofition  of  Afiatics,  and' the  little  difficulty  they  find  ki 
violating  any  moral  principle,  if*  it  happens  to  cltih  with  -their 
intereft,  or  if  a  breach  of  it  promifes  any  advantage/  •  I  coftfuiler&l 
that  it  was  by  no  means  impoflible,  that  fome  refolutiori  advcrfe  to 
my  proje6t  might  have  been  adopted  in  my  abfence,?and  that  the 
Jemadar's  policy  might  lead  him  to  niake  my  deftru&ion  a  fort  of 
propitiation  for  his  former  offences,  and  to  fend  me  and  the  cowl 
together  to  Tippoo,  to  be  facrificed  to  his  refentmenk  Thefe 
thoughts,  I  own,  made  a  very  deep  impreflion  tjn  my  mind— • 
but  were  again  effaced  by  the  refle&ion,  that  a  laudable  meafure, 
once  begun,  ought  to  be  perfevered  in,  and  that  the  accdmplifliiflg 
a  plan  of  foch  importance  and  incalculable  public  utility,  might 
operate  ftill  further  by  .example,  and  produce  confequences  of 
which  it  was  impoflible  at  the  prefent  to  form  a  conception. 
•Thofe,  and  a  variety  of  fach.fuggeftitons,  entirely  overcame  the 
lcruples  and  fears  of  the  danger;  and  I  once  more  entered  the 
fort  of  Hydernagur*  At  this  jime  the  Britifh  troojps  toere,  by  de- 
taching 


taching  a  part  wk&  Co|cnel  Maclbod,  to  get  round  the  Sort; 
and  attack  it  in  rear,  and,  by  death  and  ticknefi,  reduced  to  lefi 
than  fpui*  hundred  Europeans  and  itven  hundred  Sepoy v  widiout 
OrdfiaiBGe;.  • 

,  Wheal  delivered  -die  cowl  to  the  Jemadar,  he  read  it*  and 
foamed  jpkaied^  but  talked  of  &mt  or  five  days  to  confider  of  an 
4*fWecj  and  feimod  to  be  wavering  in  his  mind,  and  laboring 
ynder  iftd  alternate  intpuhes  of  oppofite  motives  and  contradictory 
parffionft,  I  &W  ;that  it  wafc  a  £«fis  of  more  iittportaacfc  tinman* 
•ethefrof  jiigrlife*~-a^rift*  in  which  &lay,  irre&hrtfan,  or  yiaWing  W 
the  profrtuaive  cxptediente  of  Htatt  aright  be  fatal.  TapntTOii^ 
thMofort*  Ahe  sffitEb  c£  either  treachery  or  repentance,  I  took 
*dhrafei^<tftlfc  which  prevaikd 

inithb  foi*^*coHe£t*Jl  the  Arcot  Sepoy**  who,  to  the  number  of 
£mr  hundred,  were  prisoners  at  krgo— potted  them  at  the  gptes* 
{ttunkr^magaotiaes,  and  other  £ritksfljt  ikuatiofts ;  and,  having 
taken  thefe  and  other  precaution!,  ment  one  to  the  General,  who, 
according  to  the  pton  concerted  between  us*  had  p\rfhedoii<wkh 
the  advanced  guards  and*  conducing  hi|n  into  the  fttft  with 
fcanily  dn  attendant,  brought  him  ftraight  to  the  Jemadarfapra* 
fence,  while  he/yet  reaiatned  in  a  ;ftate  of  indecision  and*?terxai} 
General  Mathews,  in  his  firft  interview  with  the  Jemadar,  did 
•way thing  to  rt-aflfure  him,  and  (jonfirnied  with  the  ftioft  ffclemn 
aflevetatkus  the*e*ttts-of  the  IcoMfl  J  ill  *o*tfeqtteneet  of  which*, 
the  latter  acceded  to  the  proportions  edtttained  in  iff  >nA  thfc 

P  Britifli 
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j  Britifh  .Colours  ibs  the  firft  time  w&ved  apod  the  walls  of  the  chief 

j  fert of  ithe.  Country 6£  Bidanoro.  "*  <;!  ,  •  .   /  v. 

j  j.a  /Hafripg.thusfxohiaributeii  to  put  this  important  garrifbn,  with 

;/    *  all  its  treafures,  which  certainly  were  immenfej  into  the  hands. of 

•i 

■  Hie  C  onipany,  without  the  lofs  of  [a  fingle  ;rrian,  or  even  the  ftrik- 

j  ing  fif  afingle  blowy  my  exultation  was  inconceivable  ;  andi  much 

.{hough,!  'wanted ;  money,  I  can  with,  truth,  ave*v .  that  avarice  had 
iiotjeven dfor  rfn:  inftant the  leaft  ,(|iarc>ia*my  fenfctions.  'Tisritrue, 
^ooix&iraiheis  of  my  fervices  .affined,  me.  of  a  .reward;  but  how 
that  reward  was  to  accrue  to  roe^neter  once  was  the  fubjcft  o£mj* 
vrontemplation-.— much  lefs  did:  I  thinks  a£. availing  myfeif  c£  the 
ihftant  qccafion  to  obtain  it.  How  far  my  delicacy,  on  the  occa- 
fioa  may  be  ccnfiired  or  approved,  I  cazanQtj^elll)  hut  if'I  got 
nothing, by  it,  I  have  at  leaft  the  confolation  to  rcffe&  thatr! 
pfcaped  cakimny,  which  was  with  a  moft  unjuftifiabLe  arid  uiifpar* 
ing . habd '  1  aarifhed  on  others.  The  General,  it  is* :  true,  i  promised 
(hat  rl ,  fliould  remain  with  him  till  be  made  fonre!  arrangements  } 
av&.HrAT  Sahib  offered,  on  his, part*  to  make  me*  thcough  the 
General,  a  kandfome  prefent.  The  General,,  however,  fuddenly 
became  diffatisfied:  with,  me ;  and  I  neither  jpt'.HYAT  Sahij!s 
prefent,  nor  ever  received  even  a  rupee  of  the  vaft  ipoil  found 
there. 

Here  I  think  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  me  to  fay  Something  of 

•     /General  Mathews,  »nd,  while  I  deplore  the  unfortunate  turn  in 

his  temper,  which  injured  me,  and  btriitfhed  irvibme  meafure  his 

i  good 
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good  qualities,  to  refciie  him  from  that  unmerited  obloquy  wbick 

the  ignorant,  the  interefted  and  the  envious  have  thrown  upon  his 

fame.    . Light  lie  the  aihes  of  the  dead*  and. hallowed  be  the  turf 

that  pillows  the  head  of  a  Soldier  i  General  Mathews  was  in- 

deed  a.  Soldier— was  calumniated  too;  and  although  he  did  not 

ufe  me  as  I  had  reafon  to  hope  he  would,  I  will,  as  far  as  I  can, 

refcuehis  fame  from  grofe  mifreprefentation^ 

An  extravagant  love  of  fame  was  the  riding  paffion  of  General 

Mathews  :  it  was  ihe  great  end  of  all  his  purfuits ;  and  while, 

in  his  tmilitary  profeffion,  he  walked  with  a  firm  .pace  towards  it, 

he  loft  his  time,  diftorted  his  progcefs,  and  palfied'  his  own  efforts 

by  a  jealous  vigilance  and  envious  oppofition  of  thofe  whom  b$ 

found  taking  the  fame  road,  whether  they  walked  befide  him,  or 

panted  in  feeble  effort  behind.  This  was.  his  fault ;  it  was  dout)tie(s 

a  great  alloy  to  his  good  .qualities :  but  it  has  been  punifhed  with 

rigour  difproportionate  to  the  offence.     Thofe  who  personally  fel$ 

his  jealoufy,  took  advantage  of  his  melancholy  end  to  traduce  hinn 

and  magnify  every'  molehill  of  error  into  a  mountain  of  crime. 

It  is  unmanly  in  .any  one*~indeed  it  i^^to  traduce  the  Soldie* 

who  hasfUfen  in  the  ferrice  of  hie •  Country ;  but  itis  herefy.in  a 

Soldier  to  do  fo: :  Modboner  cfid  the  buzz  of  :calumny  get  abroad* 

than  thoufends  of  hornets,  who' had  neither  intiereft  nor  concert  in 

fheaflair,  joined  in  it.'  Thirmaiignant,  who  wifhed  to  ftingf  merely: 

to  get  rid  of  fb  much  of  their  v6irom-*-and  the  vaiiVwho  .wifltad  W 

acquire  a  reputation  for  knowledge  of  Afiatic  affairs  at  the  ex* 

» 
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pence  of  tnitH- ^united  toge<lhear^  and  raifedir  hum  iri&kiraabbcd 
Europe,  where  the^Hornets  (>Lntean  Authors),  uirffer  dacs  fefe  *n~ 
juftifiablc  impulfe  bflneceflkj^  took.  it  up,,  add  feuded: throngh 
the  medium  of  quartos  and  o&bvos  4b  loud,  thatpublk  opinion  was 
poifbned;  and  thef  gfeUani  Soldier  who,. for  the  advahtagfc  df 
England,  flood  the  hardeft  tegs  of  war,  aaki  at  iadfb  drank  the 
poifbned  cup  from  thetyrartt  hands  of  hec  enrnnyv  wtt  gdneralty 
knderftood  to  be  a  peculator,  and  to  havacfoadfiftinely  and  difho- 
neftly  obtained  three  hundred  thousand  pottiids*. 

On  this  affartion  I  put  my  dfce&  negative*,  it  may  be  &id» 
however,  that  this  is  only  affection  agairift  affcrtion— IVue !  Sorry 
fliould  I  be  to  reft  it  there :  my  aficrtitaa.  are  grounded  en  fuck 
proofs  as  are  not  to  be  fhaken— •  proofs  on*  recortl  in. the  Offibe  of 
the  Prefidency  of  Bombay. 

As  foon  as  Hydernagur  was  taken:  poffeffien  of^  Hy  Jfcr  Sahi*> 
immediately  iffued  orders  to  the  forts  e£  Mangafore,  Deokull,- 
Ananpore,  and  fame  others  ii*  that  Country,  to  fiurejvJctto  the 
Britifh  arms.  Some  obeyed  the  mandate;,  but  thofc  three  re- 
lifted,  and  were  reduced  by  General  Ma<thbw»*  Rendered  in* 
eautious  by  fuecefs,  our  army  became  kfe  vigilant,  a&d  Tippoo 
retook  Hydernagur ;  and,  in  dircft  breach'  of  the  capitulation^ 
made  the  garrifon  prifoners,  treated  them  with:  a  degree  of  inbfr* 
manity  which  chills  the  blood  even  to  think  of,  and  forced  General 
Mathews  to  take  poifbn  in  prifon ! 

Mean* 


Mean-time  Hyat  Sahib,  with  whom  the  General  had  got 
into  difputes,  arrived  at  Bombay,  and  laid  a  charge  againft  him,, 
which  he,,  being  ia  the  haads  of  Tippoo,   could  not  contro- 
vert,, or  even.  know*.    And  what  was  die.  charge  ?  The  whole 
extent  o£  it  was.  his  (Mathews's)  having  got  two  lacks  of 
rupees,  and  a  pearl  necklace,  as  a  prefent — a  fum,  considering 
the  country  and  the  circumftances,  not  at   all  extraordinary^, 
hut  which  is  completely  vindicated  by  the  General'*  Letter  tQ  the 
Court  o£  Dire&ors,,  dated  aj:  Mang^lore,,tho^  15th  of  March, 
J7&3V  in*  which  he  ftates  the  prefentvand  requefts  pernyffion 
to  accept  it,.   This,  as  I  (aid  before, ,  is  oft, record*  and  was  trans- 
lated by  Mr*  Sybbald,  who  was  -  then  Perfiaa  interpreter  #t 
BoQihay.    The  Letter  I  allude^  you  wiiUfee  in  the  Appendix*  - 
Ih  ihort,  General -Mathews  had  his  faults,,  bui  an  unjuft  av^* 
rice,  was  not  amongft  them. . 


LETTER 
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LETTER    LIX.       ..   ■• 

,:  :-!.''      '  •    '  *   -<- 

Having,  in  iriy  laft  Letter,  faid  as  much  as  I  thought 
juftice  demanded  in  defence-  of  General  Mathews,  againfi  the 
charge  of  peculation,  I  am  now  to  fpeak  of  him  as  his  conduct 
touched  me.  He  was,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  an  old  friend 
of  my  father's,  and  an  intimate  of  my  own  :  I  had  reafoh,  there- 
fore-, taexpeftfrom  him,  according  to  the  ufual  difpofitions  and 
manners  of  men,  if  not  partiality,  at  kaft  friendship;  and  in 
fitch  a  cafe  as  I  have  related,  where  my  fervices  gave  me  a  claim 
to  notice,  it  was  not  unreafonable  to  fuppofe  that  he  would  have 
been  forward  to  promote  my  intereft,  by  ftating  my  fervices  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  call  attention  to  them.  He  had,  however, 
fome  difagreeable  difcuffions  with  his  Officers ;  and  feeing  I  was  on 
a  footing  of  intimacy  with  Colonel  Humbertson,  and  ftill  more 
with  Major  Campbell  (he  who  fo  ably  and  gallantly  defended 
Mangalore  againft  Tippoo's  whole  army  and  fix  hundred  French), 
and  finding  me  extremely  zealous  and  importunate  to  have  his 
arrangement  with  Hyat  Sahib  adhered  to,  he  became  difpleafed, 
and,  though  he  himfelf  had  determined  that  I  fhould  remain 
with  him,  changed  his  mind,  and  ordered  me  away  at  an  hour's 
.'*>..;■•  notice—* 


(  m  ) 

notice— many  days  fboner  than  he  bad  originally  intended  to  fend 
•off  any  dispatches  J  He  moreover  occe£i>ned  my  lofing  afum  of 
money,  and  6n  the  WhQle  paidlefs  attefttion  to  my  inttireft,  than 
the  circumftances  of  the  cafeidemanded* 

In  the.evening  of  the  day  on  .which  he  determined  oa  my  de- 
parture, I  fet  off , with  his  difpatehes  to  the  Governments  of,  Ma- 
dras arid  Bengal,  and  reached  the  moft  diftant  of  our  pofts  that 
soight. .  From  thence  I  had  thirty  miles. to  Cuod^pore,  a  fea-port 
town  upon,  the  Malabar  coaft,  taken  by  us  frofla  tjie  enemy. 
During  this  journey,  which  was. through  the  Country  of  Tippoo 
Sahib,  I  had  only  fix  Sepoys  to  conduft  me :.  yet,,  fuch  was  the 
univerfal  panic  that  had  feized  all  claffes  and  diftin&ions  of  people 
at  the  progrefs  of  the  Britifh  arms1  in  that  quarter,  I' met  only  a 
few  fcattered.  Sepoys*  who  were  fo  badly  wounded  I  prefinyie  they 
were  unable  to  travelr—the  villages,  throughout;  being  completely 
abandoned  by  all  their  inhabitants.. .  r    '  *  .  > 

The  riitddeii  change  of  diet,  which  phyfickns  tell  us,  and  I 
experienced*,  is  dangerous,,  fmrn  had  tolgoodj'aSiweH  as  the  fcyerfe, 
confpiring  with  the  mortifiqitidn  I  &It>it  feeing  thirtgs  going 
<v*fi>  !t5ry  contrary  %q  wj>at  lwifhed,;aodt>h^  I  ihad.BfcjMon  to 
expeft,  had  a  moft  fudden  and  alarming  efFeft  upo^ipy^oaftituv 
tion  ;  and  1  was  feized  on  t^e  road  with  the  ^oft  excruciating, 
internal  pains,  which  were  Succeeded  by  a  violent  vomiting  of 
blood:  At  ledgih/With^^great  difficulty,  I  reached  Cundapore,, 
where  the  Commanding  Officer,  and  all  about  him,  did  everyv 


fetn§  in  tftefr  $*iwfr:w  *f8*d  mfe  ofi&snceatul  cbrafbtt wider my 
•miferfe*,  wfcic&  m&dftJedevtty  h&«r  tapidly.  I  ftft  ft*  if  my  infidc 
'was  utterly  decays,  and  all  its  fun&iotw  loft  in  debility;  attire 
fame  time  my  head  feemed  deranged— 4  could  icifecfy  comprehend 
-the  taeaaiftg  of  what  Wad  laid-  lifting  up  my  head  wa*  attended 
•With  .agotoi£ing  pain ;  and  if  I  had  !any  power  of  thought^  it  was 
;<o  cmifide'r  tfcyfelf  as  approaching' feft  to  AiflblUtion.  I  had  the 
-feitfe,  fcowfcver,  to  fold  to  General  MAtrfsws,  to  acquaint  him 
with  my  indifpofitiort,  and  utter  inability  to  proceed  with  <hisd& 
patches.    To  this  1  received  the  folk  wing  Letter: 


*  BidMtrt,  Ftb.&,  I78& 
u  De  a*  Campbell, 


<« 


I  am  ferry  to  hear  that  you  have  been  miwelL  Should 
-"  your  mdifpofitiott  bc^eafe,  or  continue,  fo  as  to  render  yoa 
"  unable  to  purfue  your  journey  with  the  neceflfary  expedition,! 
**  beg  liiat  yott  will  forward  the  Letter*  to  Anjjcago  by  a  boat, 
**  with  dire&ions  to  Mr*  HutrcHirrsoM  to  lend  them  per  ttppy* 
**  to  Paiamcotah,  and  £b  oa.  to  Ma&as*  - 

:'M  I  fliall  hope  to  h*ar  o£  your  ifec»veryf  *ad  that  you'll  'have 
*  jgone'to  6a# 

14  Youths  very  truly, 


*  Poftf  orexprefs. 


44  ItlCflURD  MjtTHBWI." 
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The  receipt  of  this  Letter  induced  me,  bad  as  I  wa$,  to  mak* 
one  other  exertion ;  and  I  refolved,  though  I  fliould  die  on  the 
way*  not  to  leave  any  thing  which,  even  by  malicious  conftruc- 
tion,  could  be  made  a  fet-off  againft  my  claims :  I  therefore  hired 
an  open  boat  to  carry  me  along  the  coaft  to  Anjengo,  and  fet 
out  with  every  profpe&  of  having  the  virulence  of  my  diforder 
increaied*  by  being  expofed  in  an  uncovered  vefiel  to  the  damp 
of  the  night  air,  and  the  raging  heat  of  the  fun  in  the  day»  and 
of  being  arretted  by  the  hand  of  death  in  my  way*  .  By  the  time 
I  had  got  down  the  coafl  as  far  as  Mangalore*  my  coiqplaints  inT 
creafed  to  an  alarming  height ;  and  I  became  ipeechlcfs,  and  tm* 
able  to  ftand*  Fortunately  there  happened  to  be  a  Company's 
veflel  then  lying  at  anchor  off  that  place,  the  Captain  of  which 
had  the  goodaeis  to  invite  me  to  remain  on?  board  with  him* 
firenuoufly  advifiag  that  I  fhouid  give  up  the  thoughts  of  pro- 
ceeding immediately  on  my  voyage  to  Anjengo,  which  I  could 
not  poflibly  fiirvive,  and  to  forward  my  di(patches  by  .another 
hand.  The  Surgeon  of  the  Ihip  joining  the  Captain  in  opinion 
that  I  could  not  furvive  if  I  attempted  it,;  and  my  own  judgment 
coinciding  with  their's,  I  at  length  contented,  and  remained,  there* 

Tranquillity,  kind  treatment,  and  good  medical  affiftance, 
produced,  in  the  ipaceof  two  or  three.  week3,  fo  material  a  change 
in  my  health,  I  was  in  a  condition  to  avail  myielf,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time,  of  a  (hip  bound  to  Anjengo,  and  which  offering 
the  additional  inducement  of  touching  at  Tellicherry,  determined 
me  to  take  my  paffage  in  hen     When  I  arrived  at  Tellicherry, 

Q^  and 


(     122     ) 

tyr!cf  <l\Srfng  my  ftay  there,  the  great  attention  fhewechjjne  by  Mr* 
Fre'ema**,  the  Chief  of  that  place,  and  thecdmforts  of  his  houfej 
reftored'me  to  a  great  ihare  of  health  and  fpirits — And  here  a  very 
fingiilar  circumftance  occurred. 

Oiie  day  a  veflfel  arrived ;  adid  perceiving  a  boat  coming  on 
ffiore  from  her,  Mr.  Freeman  and  I  walked dbwn  to  the  beacfy 
tb  make  the  trfual  inquiries— fuch  as,  where  fhe  came  from  ? 
What  news  fhe  brought  ?  &c.  &c  As  loon  as  the  boat  touched 
tfee  ihorfe,  a  Gentleman  leaped  out  of  it,  whofe  peribn  feemed  fa- 
miliar to  me :  upon  his  nearer  approach,  I  difcorvered  that  it  was 
.Mr.  Brodey,  a  Gentleman  who  had  been  kind* enough  to  take 
upon  hihi  the  office  of  my  Attorney,*  upon  my  leaving  India-  fbme 
jrears  before — not  niy  ^Attorney  hr  the-  ordinary  acceptation  of  that 
'Word,  but  a  liberal  and  diiintereftedN  friend,  whot)Higingly  under- 
took the  management  of  my  affairs-  in  tny  alienee*  without  the 
finalleft  hope  of  advantage,  or  rather  under  tircumftahces  which 
ferved  as  preludes  to  further  obligations.  I  was  certainly  pleafed 
and  furprifed  tafee  him  ;*  but  hisaftonifliment  to  fecme^ amounted* 
almoft  to  a  diftruft  of  his  eye-figfit  rhe  had  received  ifixch  indubita- 
ble proofs  of  my  dfeath,  that  my  fudden-appearanccon  his  landing, 
at  the  firft  ruih  of  thought^  imprefled  him  with-  the  notion  of  a. 
Jeceptio  vifus.  My  identity,  however j  was  too  pofitive  fcr  rc- 
ififtance ;:  and  his  wondfer  melted?  down,  intocordial  fatisfa&ion, . 
and'  congratulations  on  my  fafety.  He  then  took  out  a  pocket 
account-book/  in  which>  for,  fecurity  againft  accidents,  he  kept 

accounts 


«ccounts~curreiit,  written  in  a  brief  manner— and  {hewed  {tie 
jnine,  fettled  almoft  to  the  very  day,  upon  which  was  transcribed 
a  copy  of  a  letter  he  had  received,  and  which  he  thought  was  a 
testimony  of  my  death*  So,  cutting  out  the  account,  and  pre- 
senting k  to  me,  .he  exprefied*  in  the  moil:  cordial  and  handfome 
manner,  his  joy  that  it  was  into  my  own  hands  he  had  at  laft  had 
an  Opportunity  to  deliver  it*  This  Geotleipan  is  now  in  this 
Kingdpkn',  and1  tod  well  known  for  me  to  defcribe  him.  Suffice  it 
Xo  &y9  that  in  England,  as  well  as  in  India,  he  has  always  enjoyed 
the  efteem  and  reipefi  of  all  his  acquaintances,,  to  a?  great  a*¥{qc~~ 
tent  as  any  other  peribn  I  know..  o         a    ,;x 

I  again  embarked  to  proceed  on  my  voyage,  and  had  hardly  got 
<>n  board  when  a  fliip  dropped  anchor  along  fide  of  us,  in  whioh 
Captain  Campbell  of  Casnby,  a  very  near  connection  of.  mine, 
was  paflenger.  On  hailing  one  another;,  he  heard  that  I  was  on 
board,  and  immediately  was  with  me.  Thofe  who  fincerely  love 
each  other,  and  whoie  hearts  confefs  the  fondAies  of  cbnfenguinity, 
can  alone  conceive  what  our  njiftual  pleafure  was  at  ipecting  fo 
unexpectedly  in  fi»  remote  a -corner  of  the  world.  He  w*s4hen  on 
his  way  to  join  the  army-  This  amiabje  young  man  now  repofes 
in  the  Bed  of  Honour  at  Mangatorei  He  fell,  after  having  difUn- 
guifhed  himfelf  in  the  very  gallant  defence  made  by  that  place 
againft  the  whole  force  of  Tipjpoo.  With  regret,  we  parted; 
and  in  due  time  I  arrived  at  Anjengo  without  any  accident  befallr 
ing  me,  which  was  rather  extraordinary. 

0^2  Leaving 


(     1*4     > 

\  Leaving  Anjengo,  1  fet  out  for  Madras,  defigning  to  go  all  the 
Way  by  land — a  journey  of  near  eight  hundred  miles.  I  accord* 
ipgly  ftruck  through  the  Kingdom  of  Travancore*  whofe  Sove- 
reign is  in  alliance  with  the  Englifh ;  and  had  not  long  entered 
the  territories  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  before  Major  Mac feai* 
ail  old  friend  of  mine,  and  Commandant  of  a  fort  in  that  diftrift* 
met  me,  preceded  by  a  troop  of  dancing  girls,  Irho  encircled  my 
palanquin,  dancing  around  me  until  I  entered  the  Major's  houie. 

•  It  would  be  difficult  to  give  you  an  adequate  notion  of  thofe 
San&ng  girls.    Trained  up  from  their  infancy  to  the  p*a£Hceof 
the  moft  graceful  motions*  the  moft  artful  difplay  of  perioral 
fyaflrietry,  and  the  moft  wanton  allurements,  they  dance  in  fuch 
a  ftyte,  and  twine  their  limb*  and  bodies  into  foch  poftufes,  as 
Bewitch  the  fenfes,  and  extort  applaufe  and  admirarifo*  where  in 
ftrkJnefs  difapprobation  is  tluc  r  nor  is  their  agility  inferior  to  the. 
grace  of  their  movements— though  they  do  not  exert  it  in  the 
fame  flapping  way  that  our  ftage  dancers  do,  but  make  it  fob* 
fervient  to  the  elegance,,  and,  1  may  fey,  grandeur,  ef  their  auv 
They  are  generally  found  in  troops  of  fix  «%  eight,  attended  by. 
muficians,  whofe  a%e&  and  dfe&are  as  uncouth  and  fqualid,  » 
the  iouQcfe  they  produce  under  the  name  of  mufic  are  inelegant*, 
fearih  and  diflonant.    To  this  mufic,  from  which  meafure  as  much, 
as  harmony  is  excluded,  they  dance,  moft  wonderfully  adapting 
their  ftep  to  die,  perpetual  change  of  the  time,. accompanying  it. 
"with  amorous  longs,  whilfc  the  correipondent  aftion  of  their  body, 

and. 
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and  limbs,  the  wanton  palpitation  and  heaving  of  their  exquifitdy 
formed  bofems,  and  the  amorous,  or  rather  lafcivious  ^xpreffion 
of  their  countenance,  excite  in  the  fpe&ators  emotions  not  very 
favourable  to  chaftity.  Thus  they  continue  to  aft,  till,  by  the 
warmth  of  exercife  and  imagination,  they  become  feemingly  frantic 
with  ecftacy,  and,,  finking  down  motionlefe  with  fatigue,  throw 
themfelves  into  the  moft  alluring,  attitudes  that  ingenious  vice  and. 
voluptuoufheffr  can  poffibly  devife.  , 

That  fiich.  incitements  to  vice  fhould  make  a  part  of  the 
fyftem  of  any  foeiety,  is*  to  be  lamented  :  yet,,  at  all  cerembnies 
and  great  occafions,  whether  of  religions  worihip  or  domeftic  en-; 
joyment,  they  make  a  part  of  the  entertainment;,  and  the  altar  of* 
their  gods,  and  the  purity  of  the  marriage  rites,  are  alike  polluted" 
by  the  introduction  of  the  dancing-  girls.     The  impurity  df  this 
cuftom,  however,  vanishes  in  India,  when  compared  with  the 
hideous  pra&ke  of  introducing  dancing  boys.. 

The  Major,  after  having  entertained  me  iA  the  iftoflr  bofpitable 
manner,  accompanied  me  to  Pfckmcotah,  to  the  houfe  of  Doctor 
Dott*  who  lived  in  a  generolis  and  hofpitahle  ftyfc-  I  had  one* 
had  an  opportunity  of  evincing  my  good  diipoHtion  t<>  this  Gentle*- 
man,  when  he  was  moft  critically  fifoated  ;  and  the  re^eptiaa  ht 
gave  medemonftrated,  that  he  then  retained  aJively  &nfc  df  flay 
condudtohira*. 

Leaving  Palamcet^  I  continued  my  rcttrt*  tforfcttgh  Mrtittra*. 
This  Country  kr^ndertd.remarftabl^^«lie  retail  of  *he<&meu4 
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ISsifiCA^N;  who,  made  a  bold  and  wcll-candu#ed  attempt  to 
ere£t  hirafelf  into  fihq  Sovereignty  of  that  province,  independent 
of  the  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic*  ip.  whofe  £ryice  he  was:  and  as 
*he  affair  occurs  to  my  thoughts,  I  will,,  for  yo;ur  information, 
notwithstanding  its  being  uaconne&ed  with  my  ftory,  digrefs  into 
an  account  *of  lu  As  fbon  as  the  revolt  of  Isif  Cawn  was 
loaown,  General  Mon* on,  ah  Officer  of  great  military  (kill  and 
perfonal  merit,  went  againfl:  hipi  at  the  head  of ,  the  King's  and 
Company's  troops,  and  invefted  the  fprt  of  Madura,  in  whipfy  that 
rebellious  Chief  was  ppfted.  The  General  made  a  pra£lipafeie 
breach,  and,  in  {terming,  was  beat  back  with  great  (laughter  by 
Isif  ;  and  the  fetting  in  of  the  monfbons  immediately  after^  retarded 
the  further  operations  of  our  army  ^gainft  the  place;  and  in  the 
interim,.peace  having  been  concluded  between  the  Courts  of  St; 
James's  and  Verfailles,  the  King's  troops  were  withdrawn*. 

On  the  recal  of  the  King'6  troops,  an  ariny  of  Company '• 
troops  was  formed,  to  proceed  againft  Madura,  in  order  to  reduce 
this  gallant  turbulent  rebel  to  fubjeftion ;  and  the  renowned  Ge- 
neral Lawrence  being  rendered  incapable  of  a&ual  fervice,  and 
obliged  to  remain  at  the  Presidency  by  extreme  age  and  infirmity, 
the  c;hief  command  ilevolved  upon  roy  father  by  fenjority;  he  headed 
the  expedition ;  and*  after  overcoming  innumerable  difficulties 
thrown  in  his  way  by  the  inventive  genius  and  enferprifing  ipirit 
pf  Isif  Cawn,  again  jnade  a  breach,  which,  was  deemed  prafti- 
table  by  the  chief  engineer,  now  ,Sir  Jdjin  Call.    An  aflauk 
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^was  made  with  no  better  fucceis  than  the  former;  forour^army 
was  again  repulfed  with  incredible  (laughter:  more  than  twa 
thirds,  I  believe,  of  our  European  Officers,  were  am&ig  the  killed 
or  wounded  ;  *nd  the  death  of  Major  PRESTON,  fecond  in  com- 
mand, a  man  endeared  to  the  army  by  the  poffeflion  of  every  ad- 
vantage of  perlbn,  heart  and' talents — an  aftive;  intrepid  and  able 
Officer-— aggravated' the  calamities  of  the  day: 

If;  impelled  by  my  feelings,  or  tempted1  by  remembrance  df 
the paft,  I  fometimesdigrefe from- thedireft  path *of my^ narrative, 
my  Frederick  will  accompany  me,  not  only  with  patience,  but 
I  dare  lay  with  pleafure :  T  cannot  refrain,  therefore;  frbm' men- 
tioning a  memorable  occurrence  dtiring. that  liege,  not'  only  as  it 
is  fomewhat  extraordinary  initfelf;  but  as  it  relates  to  a  very  near 
and  dfcar  connection.  Colonel  Donald  Campbell,  wihd-  then 
commanded*  the  Cavalry,  received  no  leis  than  fourteen  fword- 
"wounds  and  a  mulquet-ball  in1  His  body — yet  continued  doing  his 
duty  with  luch  coo!  IntrepiHlty;  that  brave  foldicrs  who  were 
witlidlTes  to  k,.exprelTed%the  utnioft  aftonilhment :  upoirBeihg  re* 
quelled  to  quit  the  iield,  he  replied^that  as  his  family  were  pro- 
vided for f  he  had  nothing*  ta  fear;  and* as  it"  was  very  unlikely 
his  life  oould  be  favedj  he  woiild'  not  deprive  his  Country  of  any 
advantage  that  might  be  derived  from  his  exertions,  for  the  fhort 
refidue  of  it,  but  continue  to  the  laft  mopient  at  his  duty;  With 
all  this  firmnefs  and  magnanimity,  he  Was  gentle,  good-hu* 
mouredi,  modeft  and  unaffinnirigV  and  was  admired  for  hk  great 
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pcrfonai  beauty, ,  a&  weli  a$  military  talents,  particularly  by  the 
X>«kQ  of  Cumberland,  under  whom  he  fervcd  hi  the  war  ia 
G&tfWfy  as  a  fubalte^a  Officer,  ia  (o  much  that  His  Royal  High- 
B6&.  had  his  pidture  drawn.  It  was  to  him  the  Company  were 
firft  indebted  for  the  introdu&ioa  of  perfeft  military  difcipline  injo 
iheir  army  ia  India.  Ia  the  various  relations  ia  which  he  flood, 
whether  domefHc  or  public,  as  the  fubjeft,  the  citizen,  the  father, 
or  the  friend,  he  was  fo  uniformly  excellent,  that  the  (hafts  of 
malevolence,  which  the  beft  and  wifeft  of  mea  have  but  too  often 
iek,  feldom  reached  him ;  and  he  may  jufUy  be  reckoned  araongft 
that  very  fmall  number  of  created  beings,  o/whomfcarcely  any  one 
had  the  audacity  toipeak  ill*  Upon  my  firft  arrival  ia  India*  I  was 
put  un4er  his  command,  and  lived  in  his  family*— when,  inftead 
of  departing  himfejf  tqwards  me  with  that  referve  and  aufterity 
which  rank  and  reputation  like  his,  coupled  with  the  circumftance 
of  his  being  my  uncle,  might  ia  fome  fort  have  justified,  he  took, 
me  into  his  confidence,  treated  me  with  the  greateft  afFe&ion, 
^uidafled  rather  as  the  brother  aad  the  equal,  than  as  the  parent 
and  fiiperior ;  and  thus  his  gentle  admonitions  had  more  efFedt  ia 
restraining  the  fallies  of  youth,  and  impetuofky  of  my  temper* 
lhan  the  four,  unpalatable  documents  of  a  fiipercilious  preceptor 
could  poffibly  have  had. 

The  woaderful  effects  of  this  happy  temper  in  fwayiagthe 
ftubbora  difpofitioa  of  headftrong  youth,  was  exemplified  ia  ano- 
ther inftaace— of  which,  fiace  JLaxu  Qix  the  fobjeil,  I  will  inform 
f  •  *  you* 
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yout     Mr.  Dupres,  then  Governor  of  Madras,  wrote  to  him 
.about  a  young  Gentleman,  in  the  following  words : 

"   MY  DEAR  CoLONEI<, 

"  In  the  lift  of  Officers  appointed  to  your  garrifon,  you  wiR 
**  fee  the  name  of  -  ■  ■  ■  ■  .     This  young  man  (nephew  to 

Mrs.  Dupres),  with  abilities  that  might  render  him  coiifpicuous, 
I  am  fbrry  to  fay,  stands  in  need  of  a  ftri£t  hand.  All  the  fa- 
vour I  have  to  requeft  of  you  is  to  fhew  him  no  favour :  keep 
"  him  rigidly  to  his  duty ;  and,  if  he  requires  it,  rule  him  with  a 
"  rod  of  iron.  Should  his  future  conduit  meet  your  appro- 
u  bation,  it  is  unnecefTary  for  me  to  afk  it,  as  you  are  always 
ready  to  fhew  kindnefs  to  thofe  who  merit  it." 


<i 
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The  peculiar  ftyle  of  thus  letter  made  fuch  an  impreffion  on 
my  memory,  that  I  am  able  to  give  the  exaiSI:  .words.  Colonel 
Campbell,  however,  took  his  own  unalterable  method,  mild- 
nets — treated  the  young  Gentleman  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  raife 
in  him  a  confcioufhefs  <of  his  dignity  as  a  man,  the  firft  and  beft 
guard  againft  mifconduft — and  appointed  him  to'  the  grenadier 
troop.  The  refult  was  anfwerable  to  his  expeftations ;  for  the 
young  man's  conduft,  both  as  an  Officer  and  a  Gentleman,  was* 
ftich  in  the  fequel  as  to  reflect  credit  on  hitnfelf  and  his  family  ;  and- 
his  very  honourable  and  hopeful  Career  was  at  laft  terminated  by 
a  cannon-ball  tft  the  liege  of  Tanjore.    * 

R  If 
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If  the  veneration  in* which  I  fhall  ever  hojdrthis  moft  dear  «rir 
refpe6ted  relative  admitted  of  increafe,  it  would  certainly  receive* 
it  from  the  contraft  I  am  every  day  obliged  to  draw  between  him 
and  the  wretched  butterflies  who  fbmetimes  flutter  round  us  under 
the  name  of  Men :  for,,  how  can  I  helpcontrafting*  hia  inflexible 
courage,  united  to  angelic  mildnefs,  with-  the  hdolence  of  lilly- 
livered  He&ors,  who,,  confeious.  of  the  moft  abje&  cowardice* 
dare  to  give  an.infult*  and  bafely.  flfiulk  fromfhone£t  resentment 
beneath  the  arm  of  the  Law  !--<-fiellows  who,  like*  Bobadti  in  the 
play,  can  kill  a  whole  army  with  the  tongue,  but  date  not  face  3; 
pigmy  ia  the  field ! — and,  while  they  want  the  prudenectoxeftrain 
the  torrent  of  effeminate  inve&ive,.  have  patience  enough  to  bear 
a  kicking,  or  a  box  hi  the  ear ! — who.bluftor  and.  vapour  to  Jbide- 
the  trembling  limb  and  poltroon  aipe&,  as  children  whittle  in  the. 
dark  to  brave  the  ghofis  they  dread !  Beware  of  all  fuch;wjetehes, 
as  you  would  fhun  plague  or  peftilence.  I  hope  you  do.  nqt  imagine 
that  I  have  ib  little  common.  itxiCc  or  philanthropy  a$  to.  Cieafiire: 
thofe  who,  from  phyfical  cau&s  or  conftitutional  delicacy,,  are- 
averfe  to  conteft :  No,  no — I  do  afiiire  you,  on  the  contrary,,  that 
my  obfervation  leads  me  to  think  fuch  men*  though  flow  to  quarr 
rel,  and  inoffenfive  in  condudt*  are  very  gallant  when  honour  or; 
duty  demand  from  them  a  conqueft  over  their  weaknefs.  I  have,, 
in  my  time,  feen  fuch  men  at  firffc  the  (port,,  and  at  laft  the  terror 
of  your  bluftering  bullies ;  and  I  have  always  thought,  that  in* 
fuch  a  triumph  over,  thtir  feelings,  they  had  more  true  merit 

than. 
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than  men  constitutionally  courageous :  the  latter  has  his  valour 
in  common  with  the  mere  animal ;  the  other  poffeffes  the  valour 
of  fentimcafc—  l^peanthat  moft  ignomiaioas  of  all  beings,  who, 
prodigal  in  offence,  yet  reludbtnt  in  reparation — who,  hoping  to 
find  &mc  perfon  paffive  as  tbemfelves  over  whom  to  triumph, 
hazard  the  giving  of  an  in&lt,  with  the  malignant  view  to  gaf- 
conade  over  him  if 'he  fubmits*— and,  if  he  refents,  to  wreak  the 
whole  veogcanec  of  Law  upon  him.     In  fcciety  with  iuch  men, 
there  k  no  Safety ;  for  they  leave  you  only  the  cafual  alternative  to 
chobie  betwden  Shame  aftd  ruin.     Him  who  fubmits,  they  call 
f^ekroon ;  and  him  who  rcfents,  they  fleece  in  form  of  Law, 
There  are  others  who,  to  bring  their  feHow-creatfcrefc  down  to 
their  own  level,  brave  the  execrations  of  Mankind,   aiid   the 
vengeance  of  Heaven  :  foch  harpies  do  «xift,  who,  though  bold 
enough  to  infttlt,  are  tame  enough  to  receive  chaftifemeat  without 
refinance;  and,  though  tame  enough  to  fubmit  to  chaftifement, 
are  fo  forioufly  viodiftive  as  to  proclaim  their  fhame,  their  cowr 
iardice,  perhaps  in  the  face  of  aii^opeai  Court,  in  order  to  glut 
their  revenge  by  the  pillage  of  their  advfcrfary's  purfe.     Let  fact 
tAen  efnjoy  the  fruits  of  their  machinations,  if  they  can — To  their 
own  feelings  I  confign  them ;  for  I  can  wiSh  «  villain  no  greater 
curfe  than  the  company  of  his  own  conscience,  nor  a  poltroon  a 
snore  poignant  fting  thaniiiat  which  the  contempt  of  Mankind 
infli&s  upon  him. 

R*  LETTER 
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'  Pas's i  ng  through  Madura,  I  arrived  at  Trichinopofy^ 
•  where  Tmet  Mr.  Sullivan,  the  Refident  of  Tanjore,  who  very 
politely  furniflhed  me  with  a  letter  to  Mr.  Hippesley.,  his-  De- 
puty at  Tanjore,  from  whom  I  received-  many  marks  of  civility. 
At  that  place  I  had  the  pfcafure  of  meeting  a  Gentleman  with 
*whom  I  had  been  at  College,  and  for  whom  I  had  always  enter- 
tained a  great  efteem*  this  was. Colonel  Fuularton-    It  is  an 
old  maxima  that  we  fhould  fay  nothing  hut  good*  of  the  dead — 
M  De -mortals-  nil  nifi  bonutn."     It  is  not  a  new  maxim,  I  be- 
lieve, to  avoid  praifing  the  living:  I  am  aware  of  the  indelicacy 
of  it ;  and  therefore  purpofely  avoid  in  this,  as  I  fh all  in  other  in- 
ftances,  fjpeaking  the  full  opinion  I  entertain.     To  the  general 
efteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  all  ranks  of  people  in  India,  I  refer 
you  to  Colonel  Fullarton's  chara&er :  it  is  of  fuch,a  fort,  that 
I  wifli  to  hold  it  up  for  your  imitation.     At  a  time  of  life  when 
others  have  arrived  to  fbme  perfeftion  in  their  profeflion,  he  made 
choice  of  his,  and  entered  for  the  firft  time  into  the  arduous  mill* 
tary  department,  with  a  command  for  which  the  training  of  many 
years  is  no  more  than  fufficient  to  prepare  other  men.     The  Mi- 
nister 
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triffer  of  that  day  gave  him  this  important  charge,  underwent  the* 
clamours  of  Oppofition  for  it,  and  was  juftified  in  the  event. 

•  When  the  Colonel  came  to  aft,  fb  far  from  being  deficient,  his 
whole  conduft  was  diftinguifhed^  «ot  lefs  for  military  talent  than 

-courage — while  the  moft  fortunate-  command  of  temper  and  cap- 
tivating  addrefs  fubdued:thelpiritof  prejudice ;  reconciled- the4  moft 

.  difcordant,  and  gained  him,  though  a  King's  Officer,  the- efteem, 
as  much  of  the  Company's  as  King's  troops.  In  (hort,  all  ranks 
of  people,  civil  as  well- as  military,  whether  belonging  to  King  or 
Company,  united  in*  approbation  of  his  conduft — a  thing  not 
known  before,  nor  fince,  but  in  the  perfon  of  LordCoRNWALLis. 
Too  rtiuch  cahnot  be  laid  of  the  advantages  refulting  from  a 

•  prober  command  of  temper.  To  promote  that  in  my  Frede- 
rick, will  be  attended  with  little  difficulty :  on  the  contrary,  my 

♦only  doubt  is,  that  the  placability  and  miMnefe  of  his  difpofition. 
will -too  often  fubjeft  him  to  impofition.  Johjms,  however,  of 
a  different  temper;-  there  is  fbmething  in  it  which  requires -hoth 
aditabnition  and  good  example  to  reprefs  within  proper  bounds  :  to 
fhew  him  the  beauty  as  well  as  ufe  of  a  mild,  cool  temper,  fbch 
inftances  as  Colonel  Flu  larton  maybe  of  weight,  and  I  wifh 
him  to  refledt  upon  it.-  And  here  I  am  reminded  of  a  perfon  and 
a  circumftance  fo  exa6tty  in  point,  that  I  cannot  refrain  from 
noticing  them :  they  convey  no  inadequate  idea  of  the  happinefs 
refulting  from  a  gentlenefs  of  nature,  and  dominion  over  the 

'mind ;.  and  as.the.  perfon  I  allude  to  is  dead,  I  may  fpeak  of  him. 
;  '  '      with. 
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*witk  the  greater  freedom  in  that  full  ftrain  of  praife  which  his 
ihining  virtues  deferve- 

Of  all  the  men  I  have  ever  had  the  good  fortune  to  know, 
Sir  Archibald  Campbell  poffefled,  in  the  higheft  degree, 
that  i^eavenly  turn  of  mind,  which  not  only  is  at  peace  .with  itfelf, 
but  diffufes  harmony  and  cheerfulnefc  around  it.  No  bufinefc, 
however  urgent  in  occafion,  reftri&ed  in  point  of  time,  or  embar- 
raffed  with  difficulty — no  accident,  however  unexpe&ed,  or  event, 
however  finifter—none  of  thofe  innumerable  minutiae  which  fret 
and  chafe  the  tempers  of  other  men,  ever  fufpended  the  cool  tenor 
of  his  thought  even  for  a  moment :  nothing  fhook  the  ferenity  of 
his  temper — nothing  deranged  the  prefence  of  his  mind :  uniform 
and  placid,  he  in  all  fituations  had  the  full  dominion  of  himfelf, 
and  in  the  field  it  gave  him  a  decided  fuperiority :  nor  was  this 
felicity  of  nature  confined  to  his  public  conduS ;  it  attended  him 
at  the  domeftic  enjoyments  of  the  fire*fide — at  the  fbcial  board—** 
in  the  private  rece/Fes  of  his  clofet ;  and  the  very  fame  habit  qf 
foul  which,  in  his  great  public  duties,  -rendered  him  valuable  to  his 
Country,  and  formidable  to'her  enemies,  gained  him  the  admira- 
tion and  efteem  of  his  friends,  the  unbounded  affe&ion  of  hii  fa- 
mily, and  the  bleffing  of  all  his  dependants. 

An  incident  that  occurred  in  my  prefence  may  ferve  in  fbme 
meafure  to  decipher  the  mind  of  this  admirable  man — I  ihall 
never  forget  it.  Previoufly  to  W  going  to  India,  he  had  exerted 
his  intereft  to  obtain  from  the  Eaft  India  Company  fbme  reward 

for 


for  my. Services;  andi  a  few  days  before  his  departure,  promife$ 
to  fpeak  again  to  Mr.  Devaynes,,  Chairman  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company.  I  waited  on  him;  on  the  day  he  was  letting  off;  he 
was  juft  about  to  depart,  and  furrounded  by  a  numerous, 
circle.  In  the  midft  of  this  buttle*  and  the  confufion,,  one  would 
fuppofe^  infeparable  fromfucha  crifisvlierccoUeflaed  hispromife— 
told  me  Mr.  Devaynes  had  that  minute  taken  leave,  of  him,  and 
he  had  forgot  to-  mention  me,  butiaid  that  he  would  write  to>  him  on 
the  fubje&jand,  though  he  was  at  the  inftant  on  the  point  of 'moving 
to  the  carriage  that  was  to carry  him  off,  fat  down,  and  with  that 
amiable  fweetnefs  of  manners  and  happily  collected  mind  fo  pecu- 
liarly his  own*  wrote  a  letter  for  me  to  Mr.  Devaynes — holding; 
converiatipn*  the  while,  in  the  raoft  lively,  engaging  manner,, 
with  the  peribns*  around  him.  The  concifcnefs  and  perfpicuity 
o£  language  in  which  this  letter  was  couched,  will  ferve  to  eluci- 
date what  Lhave  faidr— I  therefore  tranfcribe  it  for  you  :- 

">  St.  Jamesls  Hotel*  Sept.  30,  1785,. 
"  Dear  Sir* 

"  I  forgot  to  mention  to  you  this  forenoon,  and  again  to  repeat 
u  my  earneil  wiflies,  you  would:  take  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Cambbell. 
u  fpeedUy  into  your  confider*tion>  His  fufFeringp^were  of  foch  a 
u  nature,  and  his  fervices  fo  meritorious,  that  Lam_  perfumed, 
u  upon  a  fair  inveftigatioaof  both,  you*  will  give  him  your  firmed 
u<  &pport*     I  have  looked  into  all  his  papers ;  and  the  teftimonies 

"  of. 
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<j£  ^flfatialibryiccs  rendered  to  the  Company  by  him>  do  him, 
"in  my  opinion,  the  higheft  honour.  Unlels  fiich  merits  are  rc- 
"  pqmpenfed,  few  will  rifk  every  thing,  as  Mr,  Campbell  did, 
4i  io^romote  the  fuccefs  of  the  Company's  arms  in  India :  but  I 
*\  ,truljty$u  will-fee  it  in  its  proper  light ;  and  in  that  hope  I  fhall 
"  only  adfl,  that  whatever  a&s  of  kindnefs  you  (hew  to  .him*  will 
*i  be  confidered  as  an  obligation  conferred  on, 

.     .».'•   -  "  Dear  Sir, 

« 

. '        <<  Your  faithful  and  mod  obedient  humble  fervant, 
.••...  *  Archibald  Campbell/1 

**'  To  William  Devaynes,  EfqS1 

Be  aflured,  my  dear  boys,  (for  now  I  fpeak  to  John  as  well- 
as  Frederick),  that  one  aft  of  triumph  over  the  temper  is  .worth 
a  million  of  triumphs  over  our  fellow-creatures,  and  that  the  per* 
fe£t  dominion  of  our  mind  is  more  advantageous  and  laudable  than 
the  dominion  over  Provinces  or  Nations.  The  one  attaches  merely- 
to  pur  corporeal  part,  and  is  buried  with  our  duft  in  the  grave  :  the 
other  follows  our  immortal  part,  and  paffes  with  it  into  eternity. 

On  my  leaving  Tanjore,  Colonel  Fullarton  honoured  me 
with  the  care  of, a  letter  to  Lord  Macartney,  then  Governor 
of  Madras— an  extraft  of  which  I  give  you,  as  it  applied  to  my 
Mifinefs  particularly : 

*  Tafyore* 


4C 
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"  '.  "  Tatijore,  March  30,  V7*S> 

j  ,.  .     "  My  Lord, 

{:  '.'  I  had  the  honour  to  write'to  your  Lordfliip  on  the  8th  by 
*c  Captain  Hall  am,  who  carried  from  hence  very  large  packets 
"•to  you.  The  opportunity  of  Captain  Campbelt,  tempts  me  to 
*'  trouble  your  Lordfliip,  ftaerely  to  inform  you,  that  all  my  let- 
*c  t&$  from  Bidanore  aferibe  in  a  great  ^degree  the  fucccfs  of  our 
arms  in  that'<|uarter,  and  the  romantic  Revolution  effected  there, 
to  the  influence  he  had  with  Hyat  Sahib,  and  to  the  propofalr 
4i  of  forrender  which  he  fuggefted,  mA  tran&fted  with  the* Ge- 
44  jaerai  and  Jemadar.  I  think  it  neceflary  that  you,  my  Lord, 
u  may  know  how  much  the  Public  i*  indebted  to  Captaia 
*'  Campbell,  whofe  good  fortune  in  .this  affair  ha?  only  -been 
4i  equalled  by  his  good  conduft.  He  is  perfe&ly  acquainted  with 
*4  the  ftate  of  affairs  on  the  other  coaft,  and  has  feen  and  heard 
€*  much  of  our  tranfa&ions  here ;  fo  that  no  perfon  can  give  a 
*'  more  clear  or  unbiaffcd  view  of  -events*" 

J  had  aflfo  the  good  luck  to  meet,  at  Ttfnj<5re,Mr.BvcHANAN% 
a  very  near  connexion  of  mine,  for  whom  I  had4ong  entertained 
a  fincerc  and  warm  regard.  It  has  been  my  misfortune  to  liave 
been  obliged  frequently,  to  oenfere  ibme  of  my  relatives  for  ill-na- 
ture-atid  ingratitude,:  I  never  did  fo  \vhh*ut  the  moft  painful :  fen^ 
fationa.  When,  on  the  contrary,  'I  am  enabled*  to  fpeak  to  thei^ 
honour,  I  feel  a  proportionate  ihare-  of  pleafurc:  I  am  thercfo/e* 

S  happy 
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l&gQyfli  motioning  Mr.  Buchanan  as  a  man  as  amiable  inhl$ 
private  as  refpedtable  in  his  public  character ;  but  the  iatisfk6fcien  I 

,  ^aUft*  this.njeeting  was  inuch  alloyed  1^  finding  him  in  a  very  bad 
tfafcpf  health*    ...  -..'•-.  >  s 

4  :   SfcioxG  I  Mt  Tanjore,  I  ha  A  an.  opportunity  <rf)>e£ng  eye-wit* 

,  nefe  tQ;  tjlj&t  tytfraordinary  and  horrid  ceremony,  the  burning  of  a 
Geiito6,>vQm4n  with  the  body  of  her  hufl^nd.  As  thesis  a  point 
which  has  ocqafcued  qiuch  ^rautebftRfPPd  {qmp  4opbt  among 

,  ^ur0jpoan§>  I  incjofe  yo\i  an  accurate  account  of  the  ceremony,  as 

f  soiiwted  dawniat  the  tifng  it  happened* 

\'  '    * 

'DESCRIPTION  OF    THE    CEREMONY   OF    THE    GENTOO    WOMEN 
BtWtNIN6  THEMSELVES  WITH  TI*E  BODIES  OF  tBEH  »t7S^ 
•       BANDS..  


«+ 


This  day,.  >  I  weitf  to  fee  a  Gefttep  womati  refign 

herfelf  to  be  burned  along  with  the  corpfe  of  her  deceafed  hu&and* 

"*  The  place  fixed  upon  for  this-  tragic  fcene,  was  a  fmall  iflet 
on  the  bank  of  one  of  the  branches  of  the  rivci:  Cavery,  .about  a. 
<nile  to  the  Northward*  of,  the  fort  of  Tajijore,. 

u  When  I  came  to  the  fpot»  I  frund  the  viSim,  who  appeared 
to  be  not  above  ftxtecn,  fitting  on,  the  ground,  drefled  in  thd 
<Jentoo  manner,  with  a  white  cloth,  wrapped  round  her,.fome 
white  flowers  like  jeflamins  hanging  roiyid  her  neck,,  and  fame 
of  them  hanging  from  her  hair..    There  were  about  twenty 

women 
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women  fitting  on  their  hams  round  hen,  holding  k  white  Kind- 
.kerchief,  extended  horizontally  over  her  head,  to  (hade  her  from 
the  fun,  which  was  exccflively  hot,  it  being  then  about  noon. 

"  At  about  twenty  yards  from  where  fhe  was  fitting,  and  facing 
her,  tfetfre  were  feveral  Bramins  bufy  in  conftru£Kng  a  pile  with 
billets  of  fire-wood  ;  the  pile  was  about  eight  feet  long,  and  four 
broad.  They  firft  began  by  driving  feme  upright1  ftakes  inW 
the  ground,  and  then  built  up  the  middle  to  about  the  height  of 
three  fee*  and  a- half  with  billets  of  wood. 

"  The  dead  hufband,  who,  from  his  appearance,  fecmed  to  be 
about  fixty  years  of  age,  was  lying  clofe  by,  ftretched  out  oft  a 
bier,  made  of  Bamboo  canes.  Four  Bramins  walked  in  pro- 
ceffiori  three  times  rotnld  the  dead  body,  firft  in  a  diredjprt 
contrary  to  tfoe  fon^  and  afterwards  other  three  times  in.  a  direc- 
tion with  the  fjin,  all  the  while  muttering  ineantatioaas;*  and  flt 
<ach  round  or  circuit  they  made,  they  uritwifted,  and  immediately 
t  again  twifted  up  the  ^finall  long  lock  of  hair  which  is  left  unfliavea 
at  the  back  of  their  heads. 

u  Some  other  Bramins  were  in  the  mean  time  employed  in 
Sprinkling  water  out  of  a  green  leaf,  rolled  up  like  a  cup,  up6n 
a  fmall  heap  of  cakes  of  dry  cow-dung,  with  which  the  pile  Was 
afterwards  to  he  fet  on  fire 

'  *  'An  old  BramiA  fet  at  the  North-end  corner  of  the  pile  upon 
his  hams,  with  a  pair  of  lpc&Aeles  on,  reading,  T  fuppofe,5  the* 
Shafter,  or  their  Scripture?,  from  a  book  compofed  of  "Caian  lea\^s.: 

S  2  "  Havihg 


•u';.  *  HaV'mg  fccpn  prefent  now  nearly  ah  hour,  I  inquired  whem 

they.meanf  to  let  the  pile  on  fire :  they  anfwered,  in  about  two  hours. 

As  tfcds.fpe^acle  was  mod  melancholy,  and  iiaturally  druck  me  with 

horror,  and  as  I  had  only ;  gone  there  to  adore  myfelf  of  the  truth 

tfiftch  facrijiees    being   made,  I  went  away  towards  the  forU 

^fff  r  I  was  gone  about  five  hundred  yards,  they  fent  fome  on* 

ttijteU  ifte.  they  would  burn  immediately;  on  which  I  returned, 

yfri  found  the  woman  had  been  moved  from  where  die  was  fitting 

tjo  the  river,  where  the  Bramins  were  bathing  her.     On  taking 

h£rr.9Ut'o£the  water,  they  put  lbme  money  in  her  hand,  which  die 

4ipped  in  the  river,  and  divided  among  the  Bramins :  (he  had 

then  iv  yellow  cloth  rolled  partially  round  her.     They  put  fome 

tc<\  colour,  about  the  fize  of  a  fixpeace,  on  the  centre  of  h« 

forehead,  and  rubbed  fomfcthing  that  appeared,  to  me  to  be  clay* 

Stytt  was- then  led  to  the  pile,  round  which  die  walked  three  times 

as  the  luii;  goes :  die  then  mounted  it  at  the  North?ea&  corner, 

without  any  afliftance;  and  fat  herfelf  down  on  the  right  fide  of 

her  hu&and,  who  had  been  previoudy  laid  upon  the  pile.     She. 

thsn  un&pewed  the.  pins  which  fattened  the  jewels  or  diver  rings 

onh?r  ar#is.:  after  die  had"  taken  them  off,  die  fhut  them,  and 

fcrewed  in  the  pins*  ag^in,  and  gayc  one  to  each  of  two  women. 

who  were  danding:  die  unferewed  her.  ear-rings,  and  other  toys* 

with  great  compofiire,  and  divided  them  among  the  women  who 

were  with.-  her.     There  feemed  to  be  fome  little  fquabblc  about 

th«.diftt:il?utioix  of  her  jewels,  which  die  fettled,  with  great  prt- 

::^L  cifion;. 


*3fibn  ;  arid  (hen,  falling  gently  back#ards,  pttfidd  a  fol£  df  the 
yellow  cloth  over  her  face,  turned  her  breaft  towards  her  hufbsrndb 
fide,  and  laid  her  right  arm  over  his  bread ;  and  in  this  pqfture 
(he  remained  without  moving. 

"  Juft  before  (he  lay  down,  the  Bramins  put  fbme  rice  in  htf 
lap,  and  alio  (bme  into  the  mouth  and  on  the  long  grey  beard  tof 
her  hufoand :  they  then  fprinkled  fome  water  on.  the  head,  breaft 
and  Teet  *>f  both,  and  :tied  them  gently  together  round  the  midtUfc 
with  a  (lender  bit  of  rope  zj  they  then  raifed,  as  it  were,  a  iiftter 
tvall .  of  wood  lengthways  on  two  fides  ;of  the  pile,  fo  as  to  raife- 
it  above  the  level  of  the  bodies ;  and  them  put  crafe  pieces,,  (b  as  to 
prevent  the  billets  of  wood  from  preffing.  on  thetrr:  theytfcenptourtik 
on  the  pile,  above  where  th$  woman  lay,  a  potfbl  *of  fbmethikg* 
that  appeared  to  me  to  be  oil';  after  this  they  heaped  on  more' 
wood,  to  the  height,  of  about  four  feet  above  where  the  bodied 
were  built  in ;  fb*that  alkl  now  (aw  wa^a.ftack. of  (ire-wood; 

"  One  of  the  Bramins,  I  obferved,  ftood  at  the  end  of  the 
pile  next  the- woman*s  head*-- was  calling  to  her  through  the*  in- 
terfaces of  the  wood!;  and  laughed  feveral  times  during  the  ct>it»< 
verfation,  Laftly,  they  overspread  the  pile  with. wet  ftraw,  and 
tied  it  on  with  ropes- 

u  A  Bhamin  then  took  a  handful  of  ftraw,  which  he  fet  on" 
fire  at  the  little  heap  of  burning  cakes  of  cow-dung;  and,  ftafid** 
ing  to  windward  of  the  pile,  he  let  the  wind  drive  the  'flatten' 
from  the  draw  till  it  catched  the  pile.     Fortunately,  at  this  ^  ; 

ftaat, 
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'font,  the  wind  rofje  much  higher  iim\  it  had  Iwet*  any  part  of 
the  day;  and  in  aa  mftant  the  flames  .pervaded,  the  whole  pile, 
audit  t>urnt  with  gre^t  fury*  I  lifteaod  a  few  fqeonds,  but  could 
jitTt  diftingui(h  any  (hrieks,  which  migh*  p^rhap*.  te  owh&g  to  my 
fcediigi  them  to  wind  w&  £u  a,  Very  few  minjrtes*  the  pfr?  became 
aheap<of  afhes. 

«  JDuring  the  whole,  tinae  of  this,  proecfft*  which  laitei  from 
fir  ft  to  iaft  above,  two  hours  before  we  toil  figtrt  of  fibe  woman 
by  hep  being  built  up  in  the  middle  of  the  pile,  I  kept  mjr  eyes 
almoftconftantly  upon  her;  and  I  declare  to  GojD.  that  I  could 
not  perceive*  either  in  her  countenance  or  Kmb$>  the  leaft  trace 
of  either  horron,  .fear,  or  even  hesitation :.  her  countenance  waa 
perfe&ly  coxnpofed  and  pliacid;  and  (he  was  i*pt*  I  am  pofitive, 
either  intoxicated  or  dupificd.  From  feveral  circumftances,  1 
thought  the  Bramina  exulted  in  this  helltfh  facrifiee,  and  did  not 
ieera  at  all  difpleafed  that  Europeans  ftould  be  witneffes  of  it.** 

ErooL  Taajore  I  proceeded  to  Negapafnam*  which  had  been 
taken  from  the  Dutch  by.  the  Company'*  troops,  apd  where  Mr* 
Cochran,  an  old  friend  of  mine,  was  Chief, 

The  communication  by  land  between  Negapataam  and  Madras 

being  interrupted' bgr.  the  enemy's. troops,  i  embarked  in  aveffel, 

and. proceeded: thither by fea™ Major  JotfNaxofl^qf  d»e  Hfo* 

jpmras,  being  aHba  paffenge*. . 

-.   ^    —       :  L-:  LETTER 
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Hitherto  evety  ftep  of  my  journey  has  Been  marked* 
by  occurrences  lb  unexpefled,  and  accidents  fb  extraordinary,  that 
Ir  fhould  feel  fome  repugnande  to  relate  them,  left  my  veracity 
fhould  be  called,  in  queftioh,  wert  they  not.attefted  by  fb  many 
living  perfbnsof  refpe&ability,  and  by  written  documents  *of  au- 
thority oil  record..    Were  one  to  confider  them  merely  as  the. 
offspring  of  fi&ion,  they  would  perhaps  have  intefeft  ehotigh  to 
catch,  tha  attention ;,  but,  viewihg  them  as- fad's*  they  borrow,, 
from  their  humber  and  rapid  fucceffion,  as  well  as  from  their  An- 
gularity,, fb  much  of  the  complexion  of  imagihary  adventure, 
that  the  combination  cannot,  L  think,  fail  to  intercft  your  rtiin&- 
as  wcll.as  your  feelingi* 

Arrived  at  Nagapatnam,  within;,  a  fhort  run  of  Madrai,  it  is 
natural  for  you  to  fuppofe  theft  adv^rtture  was  at  an  end,  and 
that  fortune,  fatigued*  by  the.  ihcef&nt  exertion  of  he*  capri&i 
might  have  leftme  to  proceed  the  fhortjrdfiaofe  df  my  Way  Withtfti* 
further  moleftation.  it  fell  out  otherwlfe :  ffce  had  ihzrk<!&  rift  a»  < 
her  game,  and.refblvid  to  worry  tti€  to  the  Baft  rirtmentrfor,-  zi 

W«&. 


*wc  approached  Madras,  wc  were  chafed  by  a  French  frigate,  and 
taken  near  Fort  St.  George* 

This  appeared  to  me  the  greateft  misfortune  I  had  yet  met 
with,  and  likely  to  be  the  moft  fatal  in  its  confequeaces.  In 
order  to  explain  this,  I  muft  recur  to  certain  circumftances, 
which,  thowgh  I  was  informed  of  them  fince  my  releafe  from 
Hydernagur,  1  did  not  relate  to  you,  becaufe  they  were  no  way 
Conne6ted  with  my  narrative  till  now* 

Moftiieur  Sup  f  rein,  the  French  Admiral,  having  a  number 
of  Britiih.pri&ners  in  his  poffeflion,  whom  he  found  it  extremely 
inconvenient  to  fijpport,  made  a  propofal  for  an  exchange — which, 
from  ibme  failure  in  the  conveyance,  or  ambiguity  in  the  terms 
of  the  correfpondence,  was  negle&ed. 

The  motives  or  accidents  which  gave  rife  to  this  negleft  have 
never  been  completely  developed ;  and  perhaps  the  Admiral  him- 
felf,  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  and  Lord  Macartney,  were  the 
only  perfons  who  Jcnew  the  bottom  of  that  tranfa^Uon.  In  fuch 
cafes,  however*  the  ignorance  of  fa£t  is  generally  fupplled  by 
conjecture  ;  and  men  have  preftmed  to  cenfure  unequivocally  on 
the  mere  hypothetical  fuggeftkxte  of  their  own  imaginations. 
Candour,  however,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  where  it  could  not  fpeak  with 
certainty,  would  fpeak  with  caution.  An  Hiftorian,  particularly, 
fhould  fteer  clear  of  party  rancour,  and  not  fuffer  the  prejudice  or 
malignity  which  milled  himfejf,  to  go  down  to  and  miflead  pofte- 
r\t$ym  Where  pofitive  proof  is  wanting,  if  we  are  obliged  to  de- 
cide, 


cwk,  wtf-'Jfbiift  jndge  by  analogy  artd  inference}  and  id  tfegttfft 
tiow  Semite  us,  we  hive  little  but  the  characters  of  the  fefbak 
-contemed  toguideusin  our  decifion.  >  ■■ 

/•■  Of: the  hogrii  cataftf opbe  which  &cceed*d  the  negle&  etf 
-etthangirig  jfoiioqers,  it  is  haitdly  fofiibie  that  any  4»e  imt  Mon^ 
•Aeiir;  SvfriRffnrvhfmielf  4ouW  haye  had  a  conception,  ?tb 
•feppefe,  thtttr  under  *och  aa  im^r^R^n^  ^ur  leading  men  *tfoal4 
havehdkiticdlto  prevent  i&  jvould  bis  to  ftppofe  their  intdfe&t 
weak,  and  .their  hearts  corrupt?  and  inhuman*  *  fancy  it  will  be 
.difficult  to?  fiiftea  oh  Lord  Macahtney  eithar'Jth*  ane^wiihp 
other;  for; he  wail  twtfe  and  humane.:  cVthdfe.  whtim^t&e  ift4£~ 
pointment  of  unreafonable  expectations,  or  the  iwrtevohtmfc  oof 
party,  have  induoedito:  fuipeft  his.  LordihipfeHhaarV  haVeTbeeu 
forced  Jiy  his  eondufl?  to  rcve»  iris 'talents ;  and  the  breath- iif 
t&uniny  i  baa  naver-  4onqhcd'  (the.  humanity  of  Sir.  EpfriAiti* 
ifxflaHB&rxi  Whatever  their  mtfiwa*  therefore,  may  have  been-^ 
.roafbn,  IcooiBence,;  aid  candour y  nraft  acquit. theoh.  of  thecoafi* 
:^ueades.  It  fhoiild  be  rccolie&ed,  tao><that  Mdnfrenr  SruBjrafcmk 
charafiftdr  was  aiverjr  probable  ioaurity*  ia  theinind  of.xheniisf 
Xcnib  and]  honour,  againft  any  alt  of  hprrid  inhumanity r.  his  oondnfi 
a&  aa  (Officer  had  mqdc  a  new  asm  in-the  Naval  -Hiftnry.of  firatofa: 
Ilia  talfcms  audxxHtfilgfe >  might,  be.comparrtd,  wtMati&ittdraiitapi, 
to  lhafeitrf  (the  beft^ofxjur  JBritilh-x  Admirals  ;iand  he  idaAuttriifr 
hited )  ratakp  of  unooorrasoft  genemfifcjD  tp.thofe  avhotn .  thq  tfh&tak 
of  war  had  -thrown  .into:  his  hands*  <  It  would  .thdJ^ora>h^c*4$fcfc 

T  ibme- 


<  1*0  ) 

Ifcftftfog  ftwre.than.  pfefcieace  to  hare  pflefcripiijfed  what  a&mfiy 
iw^pespedl  and  2  declare  raoft  folemnlyj  thai  the  inference!  draw 
'from- the  whole  information. I  have  had  olx  the  fobjoft.  ;»♦  that, 
Wlatoflfcoiis  ihough'tlw  event  waj,  k'  attiohts  itopofltiyffigtfk  on 
'imy^f  .the rparties  concerned.  The  feci  »  pbdaJy  this.:.  The 
<F$%nefr;  .Admiral  havingino/  pUtc4on  thcamftriwheisnha  could  ft*- 
Jftfce.  «hk  prifotfers,,  and  grietiog,  as  he  Mmfclf  fobfcqwhitjy  wrote 
.fftPlfc,  JiAstfiiteMb fee  tbie  Unhappy  ouavwho -hjMfcjbe&nlfoc  at 
•i&yeft.  months  4t  fea,  dying  .of  the  fcurvy*  delivered  «ver  the 
<prifoaerv  to -the  number  of  above  thoee  hnnjfoed,  to  HriMfck. 
'Tikfir  jftte  afterwards  -was  iiich .  as  it  would  harrow  up  your.fbul 
to  tear  related. 

■  Take' the  whak  of  the  drcumihuice^ihto  one -glance*  and 
fee  what  my  feelings  muft  have  been  on  finding  vary&ff  orice  more 
a  prrfoner.  Hyde*  Aixi7  who  was,  when  'composed  «tohhfcbe 
worft  Defpots  of  the  European  ~Woritl,  a  ovnaiAtr/ muft  yet  he 
«onfidered,  when  put  in  comparifim  with  ins,-&ceeflbe  T^fpooi, 
nrild  and  merciful. '  Hybb*,  from  policy  ah*!bypeajfifyr  ihewed 
feme  lenity '  to  the  prkfbrvers,  who  fell  Into  h» /hands./  iriflaaces 
are  known  where  Britifh  captives  have  broke  throngh'tbeorowd 
that  fbrrounded  him into,  hi*; prefcace  for ;firotfe8km**4i£h«B.  he 
.baa  hypocritically  ilwgnedange^,  threatened  the  perfox*  whoi  had 
treated  diem  31,.  reprobated  faveraty>  and  ient  tham  affiatbfiod 
<i>r  the  prefent.  Tippoo,  on  the  contrary,  was  4b  perfeftly  &» 
.nagtv  that  cruelty  feeroed  to  be,  not  only  the  internal  habit  of? 
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his  fouii  but  tibe -guide  of  all  his  a&ions,  the  moving  prmcifflc  of 
his  policy,  the  rule  of  hk  public  condud,  and  the  fource  of  his  pri- 
vate gratification*  Like  the  tyger  which,  Boffon  teHs  us,  kills 
the  whole  flock  before  he  begin*  to  feed,  every  appetite  of  his 
yielded  to  the  more  urgent  calls  of  barbarity ;  and  while  one  drop 
of  iojood  remaitaed  unlptikd,  one  agony  uninfli&ed,  one  tear  un- 
shed, the  natural  appetites  of  Tipfoo  ftood  fufpended,  and  the 
luxuries  of  life  courted  his  enjoyment  in  vain.  Like  the  hyena 
which  Thompson  calk  the  feUeft  of  the  fell,  the  fury  of  his 
nature  Was  neither  to  be  controlled  by  refinance,  nor  afluaged  by 
bfcmdtfHmentft.  Aloof  from  the  general  order  of  the  workings  of 
Ptovidebee,  he  tiands  a  fingle  inftance,  in  which  die  Omnipotent 
has  prefeated  a  glowing  living  pi&ure,  all  shade  :  not  one  ray 
breaks  in,  to  relieve  the  gloomy  afpeft  of  the  piece ;  but,  diftinft 
from  the  whole  human  race,  of  him  alone  it  may  be  feid,  that  he 
never  yet  duclofed,  even  for  a  moment,  one  (park  of  virtue. 

From  barbarity  fo  inflexible  to  thofc  taken  in  the  ordinary 
chance  of  war,  what  could  I  expeft  if  I  fell  again  into  his  hands — 
I  who  had  been  the  inftrament  of  one  of  his  chief  Governors* 
defedion— who  had,  by  my  negotiations,  contributed  to  deprive 
tim  erf  a  Province,  and,  what  perhaps  might  have  had  greater 
weight  with  him,  robbed  him  of  the  gratification  of  a  long  har- 
boured revenge,  by  putting  his  enemy  Htat  Sahib  under  the 
protection  of  the  Company  }  Diabolical  vengeance  never  perhaps 
met  with  a  fubje&  of  fuch  fublime  enjoyment,  as  the  tdrturingof 
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we.  tyould  •  have  been  to  this  monfber.  Couple  this,  then, .  oy 
F*EQgmcK,,with  the  fears  of  Suffrein's  doing  by  me  as  he 
bad;  already  done  by  the  other  Englifl*  prifoaers-— and  gudfe  whit 
jny  terror  and  confternatioa  muft  have  been  at  falling  into  the 
Jiangs  of  the  French ! 

.  rt/Hpying  ftruck  our  colours  to  the  French  frigate,  the  Captain 
gn}efedl-usr  to  follow  her,  and  fteered  to  the  Northward.  'We 
jfcl§yed  him  for  fome  time :  at  length  night  fell ;.  and*  afreih  and 
£wourabfe  breeze  fortunately  aiding  the  attempt,  we  put  about, 
raw  for  Madras,  and  luckily  dropt  anchor  fh&ly  in  the  Roads*.  In 
the;efcapesl  had  hitherto  had,,  there  was  always  fome  di&greeaHe 
rifpqjnftance  40  alloy  the  pleafurearifing  from  them— In  this  in* 
^^pcs^my  joy  was, pure  and  unqualified;  and  I  looked  forward 
with  a,  reasonable  hope  that  the  worft  was  all  over*. 

Hp*e  I  found  Lord  Mac  a  jitney  Governor,  ftrugglingtofiip* 
port  the  credit. of  the  Company,  anddire&ing  their  affairs  through 
{hch  embarraffinents  and  difficulties  as?  made  the  moft  wife  and 
temperate  defpair  of  fuccefs*  So  arduous  an  undertaking  as  the 
Government  of  Madras  then,  was,*  has  rarely:  occurred ;  and  a 
more  fucpefsful  final  accompUfhmeht  is  not  to  be,  inftanced#  In 
the  inceflant  confli&s.to  which. he  was  expofed,  he  maintained, bit 
poft  with  inflexible  firmnefs  and  unacted  et>ergy  of  mind— ai*d* 
in  the  moft  trying  circumftances,.  difcharged  his  important  duty 
with,  zeal,  integrity  and  wifdom.  The.  ftridt  difcharge,  of  the 
^ut£  he  owed  to  his  Country,  raifed  clamours  againft  him  among 
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an  inter efted  few  in  India ;  but  the  united  applaufes  of  all  parties, 
«i  his  return  to  England,  ftampectcurrency  on  his  fame,  and  haft 
Jbroken  the  Jhafts  of  detraction. 


LETTER     LXIL 


After  fa  many  hazards-  and  hardfhips  as  I  had  under- 
•gpne,  it  was  a  moil  pleating,  refie&ion  to  find  myfelf  in  a  ibciety 
compofed  of  my  oldeft  profeffional  connexions,,  and  warmeft  and 
fincereft  friends :  but  this  was  a  happinefs  I  could  not  long  enjoy ; 
for,  being  charged  with  a  miflion  from  Hyat  Sahib  to  the  Go* 
veraor-Generai  and'  Supreme  Council,  I  was  contained  to  pro- 
ceed to  Bengal,  and  accordingly  let  fail  for  Calcutta,  which  I 
reached  in.  little  more  than  a  week,  without  encountering  any  ac- 
cident,, or  meeting,  a  fingje  occurrence,  worth  the  relation*  Upon 
my  arrival  there,.  Sir  John  Macphbr&ok,  who  was  in  the  Su- 
preme Council,  gave  me  a  kind  invitation  to  live  at  his  houfe,  and 
prefentedme  to  Mr.  Hastings,  with  whom  I  entered  into  a  no* 
gociation  on  behalf  of  Hyat  Sahib,  which  will  appear  by  the 
following  letters.: 
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"  Calcutta,  May  3,  1783. 
u  Honourable  Sir, 

"  Indkpofition  has  put  it  out  of  my  power,  fxnce  the  firft  day 
after  my  arrival  .here,  to  have  the  honour  of  paying  you  my 
refpedb,  aad  of  laying  before  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
Board,  the  obje&s  of  my  miflion  to  your  fuperintending  Govern* 
"  ment. 

•  i  '1  As  (belfe  obje&s  ai*e  of,  public  importance,  and  as  ill  health 
**  may  prevent  me,  for  fome  time  longer,  from  having  the  honour 
**«  of  waiting  upon  you,  I  take  the  liberty  to  beg  your  attention  to 

#  thiaaddtefc. 

««  -The  great  Revolution  in  favour  of  the  India  Company  upon 
"  t)ie  Weft  fide  of  India,  and  to  which  I  had  the  happiness  of  being 
"  ihlbtheKttle degree inftrumental, has  been  certainlybrought  about 
♦*  by  the  seal  and  ipirit  of  General  Mathews;  but  that  Officer 
"  aicribes  to  the  orders  aad  fupplies  of  your  Government  the 
**  principal  merit  of  the  undertaking :  he  looks  to  the  lame  Go* 
**•  -Vernment  for  fuppoft  in  the  arrangement  which  he  has  made, 

*  ;ted  may  make,  for  the  Security  of  the  conquered  Province, 

•  *  Thel^rrykiwMchIlefthkTHa^hi«Anadofrf  f<>rmyfpeedy 
"  communication  of  hisiucceues,  gave  no  time  fora  formal  cemmu* 

*  'jucatien  to  the  Govcrncu -General  and  Council,  of  the  particulars 

"  of 
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"  of  his  fucceffes,  and  of  the  arrangements  which  he  wifhcd  to 
be  adopted.  He  wrote  a  (hort  account  of  the  firft  to  $he  Prefir 
dency  of  Fort  St.  George ;  and  gave  me  a  public  letter  to  the 
*€  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Military  Eftabliflunent  of  that 
"  Prefidency  to  which  I  particularly  belongs  inattpfiation  of  the 
€i  fervkes  I  rendered ia  ^negotiation  between 4iim andthe  Gtt* 
44  vemorof  Bidmiprp,  for  jte.forrende*  of  that  Qap^andPr^ 
ff  yince.  A  copy  of  thatlet&er  I  have  the  pleafare  to  lay  before  you. 
"  As. I, was  charged  with  a  particular  commiflk^vir^p£a  Hyat 
u  Sahxr,  the  Manager  of  the  Bidanpre  Province*  So  the  GoVeiv- 
!*  nor-General  aiuTCouiK^a&app  whjfh  I  had, 

u  the  honour  of  prefentiDgto  you*  .QqneraJ  Math* w$  gaw  mt± 
"in  verbal  jniteuflSons*  and  memoraiiduifis  ^rittety  in  his*  own, 
**  hand?  the  particular*  of  what  He  wifli^dpa*  to  wpre^nt  to  your 
u  Government :  he  gave  me,  befides,  ihprt  notes  of. .  ^ltcoduflioa 
**  ip  two  of  the  ^toaghfrs-of  Government,.  wboi^4)f\Jj^eatf  per» 
u  lonally — referring  them  tome  for  an  account  of  hi&fibiation, 
"  and  allowing  me>  I  ib^ieve,.  mora  credit  than  I  fcfcpyc^fQt  thd 
">  (barrel hadiin contributing to  his- final  acqwfijiqn. tf,  Bjdajipig 
u  without  drawing  a.  fword*.  '   . 

"■  It  would  be  tedious,,  and  more,  fit  for,  the  d^ta^of.  convex^, 
?  tion  than  of  a  puttie  addreis*  toiirform.ypijx)f  tbe, various, fteps 
*•  that  led  to  the  lurrendex  of;  tljo  Capital  ^d^Provw^  pf  Vifa*  , 
44  nore.    I  had  had  feycral  conferences  withy  H^T^AHjB;rhefpr^ 
^  Hydbr's  death,  and  endeav^edto^g^^ 

"  tage 


^*  iage^hich '  wbuld'arife  "to  him  from  a  revolt  in  favour  of  the 
*■*  £tompaft^.J  "My  efforts  in  thele  convtrfations*  ended  ultimately 
^ 'xrithfc^noft  rigosotis  diftrefs to  myifelf :  I  was  put  in  irons,  and 
**r  terriamed fc  lb  ^or  four  months,  In  afituation  only  of  exiftence, 
**b  Vittfiitit  ^any  hopes  of  ever  efcaping.  When  General  Ma- 
**  ^ri^ff^had  ftormed  the  Chants,  Hyat  Sahib  fent  for  me, 
**aiid;*'aftfer  various  druggies,  and  much  indedfion*' agreed  to 
*  .my  prdc&iling'  to  the  Englifh  ckmp ;  and  1  conduced  General 
T*"  MA+ritews,  almoft  unattended,  into  BidanoVe.'  ^yat  Sahib 
**  at  ierxgt?h  agreed  to  fubmit :  but  as,  in  his  various  convcrfations 
**  with  me  before  and  aftet  that  event,  he  made  a  very  particular 

**  diftin&ion  between  the  Government  of  Bombay  and  the  chief 

•  »  »  .... 

-a  Government  of  the  Englifh  in  Indoftan,  fo  he  pfopofed  that  t 
u  Ihould  immediately  depart,  after  he  hid  given  irp:  the  place  and 
**  all  the  forts  of  the  Province,  with  a  letter  to  you,  to  obtain 
u  your  fanftion  to  me  to  his  arrangements  with  the  Englifh  Ge- 
<*  rieral.      '  '      ' 

:  :  "  Thefe  arrangements  Were  not  even  dearly  defined  before  my 
**  departure ;  and  ib  anxious'  was  he  for  my  ipeedy  arrival  at  Cal- 
"  cutta,  that  he  only  gave  me  the  geheral  propofitions  that  are 
a  ^contained  in  his  letteh 

*•  Permit  me  her6  td  dbferve,  that'  it  is  by  the  treatment 
'•  which  Hyat  SaiTib  meets  with,  that  the  other  Chiefs  of 
**  Hyder's  Cduntry  will  fcffimate  the  advantage  of  abandoning  the 
"  interefts  'of  Tip*o<>  SAtiiB,  or  will  confirm '  their  dependence 

**  upon 
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•i'^pbhWimi  "Tivvoo  was  prevented  by  his  father  frttra  all  in- 
&  terdriirfe.  with  ttie  Governors  of  his  Provinces,  or  any  kiter- 
"  ference  in  country  affairs ;  fb  that  thofe  left  in  charge  at  his 
^•f^he^sdcatJr^-ftrAngers  to  him,  and  are  men  to  whom  ho 
u  HaS  Kttle  attaAmfent.  He  is,  befides,.  confidered  to  be  of  a  cruel 
crf ^difjjofitioii;  •  His- father  was  cruel  upona  political  principle  ^  he' 
;  is  thdttghf  to'be  fo  from  nature.  '  t    ' 

«  The  u«tfirhiitete  •  differences  about  money  whk^afd&'itf 
General  Mathews's  camp,  and  of  which  you  will  pr<*b&Sty' 
^'kear  fitohr  the  Prefidency  of  Bombay,  took  up  touch  of  the 

*  General's  -time'/  and  may  have  retarded  hfe  operation*  r>  how-' 
#«  evef;  his  fuccefs  in  the  redu&ion  of  Mangalore  givesatfecotf  ty 
€i  to  his  conquefts.'  The  revenues  ef  the  Bidamnfc- Province*  lire 
"  about  twenty  lacks  of  pagodas  per  awium^  *f       '-/;'-•• 

* "  The  particular  fituation  of  the  Capital  merits  attention.  >->  It' 
••is  placed  in- a  valley  of  confiderfrble  extent  iri  circumfeifeiioe  Y 
"  according  to  the  beft  obfervatfon  I  coald  inake,  there  r&'&n 
n*  afcent  toit,from  all  fides,  of  near  fevea  mites:  it  can  onl^d'ap- 

*  preached  by  four  roads,  which  a*e  sut  amortg-the  hills,  and  Which' 
44  were  judicioufly  fortified  with  great  pains  by  Hyder  :  Woods, 
"  to  the  depth  of  many  -miles,  are  a  frontier  round  its  ikirts  j  'in<f 

*  where  thefe  admitted  a  paflagev:HYDSR  took  the  precaatio&'ta1 
"  plant  bamboos'  a'nd  thorns—- fo  that  I  have  :little  fear -but- that* 
"  Ge/ieral  Math£ws  will  be  able  to  defendithefe  paffes;;  an£  aS 

*  fofpfovifions,  'tfnd  military  ftonefc  ft^iafl  kinds,  -that  wc«-'fciin4 
-    '  U  "  ia 
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>tt.r|ft:9i^i9flr0i  &f  tbfclatftr  particularly  w^at*  according^  Co* 
'"rQWi&rlA&T$SWfe  vgould  equip,  nine  frch 

?;:&i?SM?s  as  his*  •  » 

v?  ftr.Giindapofe-.ig  &e.  next  f?£Tpoj*  t<*BkJaiK*re*.  aad;k  difomt 
<f  akpfct^fty  miles :  3X£apgak>re  is  djftant  $&)$<  a  hundred  mftes* 
**;  fl-hfl<ffi»d  Je&liAg.  frpffi  M^ngalore  jqjns.  wifh  -tfjat  from  Cun£a« 
"  pore^  where  the  afcent  of  the  l$ls  <*wp«npp,:  ^pothpr,  toad 
•ftifi^ro.BidipQre  leads  ta  ^ripgap^m>.^^;&u?th.into>the 
^'M^^t»Cw»tryf  ■       ■  .  •  ••  • 

f /V&.waafr«m  thflowtar  Qouptry,  ajogg^the^rcoaft,  bo* 
*'  t\fee.n  Qncfrc  a«4  Mangajore,,  whjcfr  «/;  watered :  by  iwjnjf 
«*  rivers,  and  is  _  the  beft  cultivated  Country  ;J  ever  ia^f  that 
4€  Hyde*  got  the  gtt&teft  pv*;  of  <his:  proyifiq^fpr  hi^  af^y,ia 
"  theCarnatic;  and%  independent  of the  advantages  whicftthe 
u  Company  have  gained  by  the  acquisition  of  tfrjefo  Cfcujfttries,  the 

*  consequent  loflcs  of  the  Myfoiwns,  are  imiaeijfe^  and  inch  a& 
"  will  diiaWe  them  from  aflifting  the  French  U>;  tl^:Caxnatic„ 

44  It  become*  not  an  Officer  of  my.ritttf$;t<*make  ^ny?obferv« 
**  afiona  that  relate  to  the  C9ndu#  of  the  different  Qov^xnmenta 
a  qf  my  Employers  j  but  1  am  ohftgod  tq .  obfyrve*  ia:  ju£ice  to 
•*  Hyat  SaH*b**,  declaration  tajnp>Ath*t  he  will  not  rely  upoa 

*  any  arrangement  made  in  his  iavour  by  the  Governor  and 
f*  Council  of  Bombay,  unlefsheha^d.ipeedyanfwer  to  hkletten 
",  (torn  this  Government    He  has  requeued  me  to  return, with, 

*  that  anfwer,  and  with  the  fim&ion  of  the  Governor-General 

*  ta 
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«.  to  the  cdw!  given  to  Mm  by  Geifefal  MA1H* ;  ws.  Though  I 
f*  am  worn  down  by  my  fuffefings  in  priftn,  and  my  health  can 
fcarcely  enable  me  to  be  carried  by  land,  I  aim  ready  to  under- 
take this  fervice ;  for  1  know  it  is  th*  greafteft  t  may  ever  have 
"  it  in  my  power  to  rendbr  to  the  Company  and  to  n*y  Country. 
u  My  rethrn  to  the  other  coaft  with  a  favourable  anftfrcr  to 
Hi  at  S ahqo^  will  be  due  %nal  to  other  Chiefe  &  throw  off  the 
yoke  of  Tippoo  ;  and  if  Colonel  Lotf  d  has  made  any  progress 
in  the  Coimbatore  Country,  or  that  General  Mathews  has  not 
c<  been  too  feverely  prefled  by  Tippoo,  I  may  arrive  upon  the 
V  other  coaft  in  time  to  be  of  real  ufe  to  the  Company. 

u  I  know,  Honourable  Sir,  the  liberal  and  great  fyftem  of  your 

*  adminiftration :  I  wilt  not,  therefore,  point  out  any  little  cir* 
"  cumftances  about  the  footing  upon  which  I  fhould  return  to 
"  Hyat  Sahib,  or  remain  upon  the  other  coaft.  Iwi(h  only  to 
u  be  rewarded  by  my  Employers  as  I  atn  fiiccefeful ;  and  I  (hall 

*  leave  it  to  your  goodnetfs,  afld  to  ydui*  dfiftinguilhed-  zeal  for' 
a  the  public  propriety,  to  give  rtief  any  iriftru&ions  foi*  n#)K  cbn- 

*  dxxSty  or  to  charge  me  with  any  advices  to  Gendral  MathIews, 

*  as  you  may  thank  proper* 

u  I  hope  you  will  pardon  this  long  and  irregular  addfd!s;:#ld, 
"  honour  me  by  commuciicating^ay  part  of  it  that  ^ou  rtay  think* 
"  Worthy  of'  comihuhicatifeiv  to  the  Cafentferrien  of  the  CouiitiL  ; 
.     '  .**  I  have  the  honour  to'bfc,  &a  &c.  j 

V  2  '        «  P.  S. 


*  f  -4«  <P;  5.  When  you  are  at  lcifurtv**d  I  a*n  able  to  bArethe 
•**-  lidnourof  attending  you,  ,1  wduld  wWh  to  tonutfunicate  to  yoii 
*.  amor?  particular  detail  <>f  o&y* conversation  with  HYAtr  Sahib— 
4*  JVfthat,  General  Mathew&'s  hopes  of  'fuppbrt  from  .this  Govern- 
"*•  rnent  were, .and  the  future  pla#s  he  then  meditated-— and  my 
¥  idejftef  thfrnjeafurss  £hat  ffcould  be1  purfued;by  the  Prefidency 
"  o^Fort  8t.  George;  to:fupport  Geaeral  Ma^kews,  and.inr- 
"  prove  the  advantages  be  bargained*-  f    .  "  *      •  s  ;* 

x:     "  To  Warren  Hafttngs\  tifq.      ':'"  -  ^ 

**  Goverhor-Oeneralof  Bengali*    .     r         -         ' 

.'»    .*;    -'  ;  ..      .  -  :   i* 

jU£TT8R.;FROM  HY AT  SAHIB,  ALLUDED  TO  IN  THE  JFOREGOING* 

.  *       '  ■  * 

(JJfual  Introduction?)  mt  #    -     , 

•  *'  I  have  dirc&ed  the  affairs  of  the  Sdobeh  of  Hyrfcrnagur  for 
w  (bmc  years'paft,  fcn  the  part  of  the  NavVaub  Hydbr.     Whenr 

*  lately  attacked  by  the  vi&orious  forces  of  thfr-Englifli  under  the* 
^  command  of  General  Mathews,  leppofed him,, and  fulfilled* 
u  my  duty  in  every  refped ;» but  feeing,  the  iu^erier  fortune  and* 
^  force  of  the  Engliflv  and  receiving  proppfajs  for  peace  from 
"•General  Mathews^  by  thefe  eircfymftances*  but  moreefpeei* 
u  ally  by  the  perfuafions  of  Captain: Campbell,  die  fono£Co^ 
'*  lonel  Campbell,  who  was  formerly  at  Chinaputtan,  I  was 
*♦  induced  to-conae  to  terms,  and  delivered  up  to  General  Ma*- 

"-THEWS* 
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*  thews  the  treaftiry,  property,  ftores  and  keys  of  the  forte  of 

*  this  Country.  If  I  had  been  difpofed,  I  had  it  in  my  power  to 
44  have  appropriated  this  colle&ed  wealth  toother  purpofes;  but, 
44  from  a  regard  to  the  high  fortune  of  the  King  of  England, 
44  and  the  uprightnefs  and  integrity  of  the  Engliih  People,  I  hava 

included  myfelf  in  the  number  of  your  fervants,  and  have  d^ 
termined,  with  the  utmoft  fincerity  and  pmity  of  heart,  to 
ferve  you  well  and  faithfully.  By  the  bleftiqg  of  God,  under 
44  your  au(pices,  my  endeavours  towards  the  well  and  full  per- 
44*fbrmance  of  my  duty  fhall  be  ten-fold  greater  than  heretofore  *r 
44  and  as  General  Mathews  intends  to  proceed  to  Scringputtam, 
44  your,  loyal  fervant  will  affift,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  ability  and 
*?  power.  You  will  be  fully  informed  on  this  fubjed  by  Captain 
44  Campbell.  Honour^and  favour,,  and  reward,  muft  flow  from- 
44  you- 

"  From  the  time  of  youi*  firft  eftablifhment  in  this:Cdufttey;to- 
44  thue  prftjfent  period,  the  engagements  of  the  Engliflv  havefcfn 
44  facredly  performed  and  adhered  to ;  nor  have  they  been.  W£nt-- 
"  ing  in  their  protection  of  the  honour  and  digrjiiy  of  tbg  Sur- 
4*  dfrs-  of  Bengal,  aad  other  places.    I  hope,  from  your  favour 
44  and  benevolence,,  that  you  will  iflue  your  commands  to  Gfcoe- 
44  ral  Maths ws,  to  favour  me  with,  all  duekindnefs  and  atte&«- 
44  tiflp*.   I  hav?  takejv  ihelter;under  the  ihadow  of  your  bsnfVo^ 
44  leoce.;    Captain,  GAMFB5L& h%s  ihewn  me  great  kindaefi  dn> 
u  this  refpeft,  and,  by  encouraging  me  to  hope  for  yo\xr  favour^ 
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44  hpb  l?d  fRc  ft>  become  your  foryaiU.   You  will  bo  fu%  iofo«i|e4 
44 .o£,  tf#  ftate  of  *ffi^  »  tbw  quarter  by  Cagtain  CANFBsii'a 
"Jetter*. 
r     "  Wc\tt*u  0I*  &C  25th  of  Suffur,  A.  H.  1197." 

"A  true  copy, 
fc,:  u  J.  P;  Auriol,  &*." 

LETTEUr  TO  WAHRKH  HASTINGS,  ESQ^ 

44  Calcutta,  M*y  *5,  1783. 
44  Honourable  Sjr, 

44  Some  time  ago,  I  did  myfelf  the  honour  of  writing  to  you, 
44  on  the  fabjeft  of  my  miffion  from  Hyat  Sahib  to  this  Go- 
44  vernment^  v 

44  It  is  with  pleafiire  I  now  underftand  that  you  have  come  to 

44  the  refblotion  of  lending  an  anfwer  to  his  letter,     I  cannot  help 

44  delivering  it  as  my  opinion,  that  a  decided  and  avowed  proteo 

44  tbn:  granted  to  him  from  this  Government,  will  be  prodti£Hve 

44  of  great  public  utility :  but  fhould  you,  and  the  other  Gentle- 

"  men  of  the  Council,  think  proper,  to  decline  this,  frommorives 

44  beft  known  to  yourfclves,  and  of  which  I  (hall  not  pretend  -to 

44  judge,  H>eg  leave  humbly  to  reprefent,  that  the  foonertlYAT 

44  SahiAV  letter  is  acknowledged,  the  mote  fetifcfa&ory  it  will  be 

44  to  him>  and  the  more  efficacious  in  it*  probably  good-  cade- 

44<  quencek 

«  I 


"  I  am  ready  and  anxious  to  proceed  itatnedfetely  to  the  other 
"  coaflr  with  the  anfwer  tb  &yat  Sahib,  and' (hall  take  th6  liber- 
ty of  hoping  that  you  will  give  me  inftruffibfiS  tb  remain  fom6 
time  with  him,  that  he  may  have  an  opportunity  of  transmit- 
ting, through  me,  any  communication  that  he  may  wifh  to 
€C  eftablifh  with  this  Government.  I  have  the  pleafure  to  inform 
"  you,  that  that  Prefideney  to  which ,  I  particularly  belong,  have 
u  granted  me  their  confent  to  he  employed  in  the  final  arrange- 
"  ment  of  the  Bidanore  treaty,  fhould  your  Bbarcl  think*  proper  to 
u  choofe  me  as  a  fit  perfon ;  and1  they  have  fforther  Unahimoufly 
"  done  me  the  honour  to  approve  of  my  conduft  in  the.  cbmm&OCe- 
a  ment  of  this  bufinefs- 

With  refpe£  to  the  appbiriments  you  may  judge "  right'  to 
allbAr  me,  I  truft  entirely  to  your  own  ideas  of  propriety.  I 
"  wifh  for  nothing  more  than  what  is  fuflScient  tb  defray  the  ex- 
4*  pences  of  fuch  a  journey,  and  to  enable '  me  to  maintain  that 
"'  charadler  in  a  filiation  of  this  kind  which  is.  reqinilte  to  pro* 
**  mote  the  public  good* 

"  I  have  the  honour  to.  he,  with  the  greatcft  reipeft> 

"  HortouftABirB  Sir*  . 

*  Yotur  moft  faithful  and  iBfcfl!  bliedj&At  fervant, 

•»   DftNALD  CaMPBELX..'*; 

AftCJ* 


4< 
44- 


^  I  After.  ffpi^,.^l^ff  I  receiv:^jn{to&ipns,i;  together,  yhb  a 
letter-  frqm  Mr*  Hastings,  for  Hyat,.  ^yitfi  whisfr.I  fetoff  in 
<tf{jGT  to  deliver  it  i$tq  his  own  hands,  as  follows,:  •_.,♦. 

Ofifl;    '     feBTTJULVb  CAPTAIK  DONALD  CAMFBBLL* 

*'"'''«  Sir,  *.:.••' 

'  ■  '  *  :* 

"  I  have  it  in  command  from  the  Honourable. the  Governor* 
k "  General  and  Council,  to  tranfmit  you  the  incjofed  anfwer  from, 
"  the  Governor-General  to  the  letter,  which  you  brought  fron^ 
'[  Hyat  Sahib,  the  F^ufdar  of  Jlidanore,  to  this  Government,. 
"  upon    the  occafion  of  his  furrendering   that  Country  Jto  the 
"  Company,     As  you  propofe  to  return  to  Bidanore,  the  Board 
"  reaueft.  that  you  will r deliver  this  anfwer  in  perfon  to  Hyat. 
"  Sahib,  with  affumnces  from  jthem  of  every  protedUon  aud. 
"  fupport  which. the  eminent  fervices  rendered  by  him  to  the 
"  Company  give  him  fo  good  a  right  to  expedt,  and  which  they . 
have  it  in  their  power  to  grant ;  and  you  will  acquaint  him, 
that  they  have  further  agreed  to  recommend  him  in  fuch  terms 
*'  to  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Dire&ors,  as  may  encourage 
him  to  hope  for  every  attention  from  their  juftice. 
"  Confidering  the  great  importance  of  the  aexjuiiition  of  Bi- 
5  danore  to   the   Company,  its   proportionable  difadvantage    to 
"  the  enemy,'  an3  the  'magnitude  of  the  objeft  to  be  obtained 
"iiy,.  holding  out  every  poffible  incitement  and  encouragement 

"  to 
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to  the  Mapagers  of  the  My  fore  Country,  to  throw  offa  nevrand 
u  unfettled  dependence  on,  the  enemy's  Government,  in  order  to 
"  obtain  a  more  fecurc  and  beneficial  tenure  from  the  Comp^ny^ 
"  pofleffioji,  the  Board  are  the  more  readily  inclined  to  afford  this 
"  early  returi)  to  ,the  advances  of  Hya.t  Sahib,  in  the  hope 
."  that  it  Avill  umpire  hi??*  with  frpfh  confidence  in  the  Ep§iifl*- 
u  Government*  and  f^v^t  his  attachment  tp  it 

*  It  will  be  at  jourj  option,  ekjier  to  return  inunediat^y  with 
^  Hvat  Sahib's  f^fy^^or  the  Gq 

"..Jhall.djpcin  it  pffuificif^it  coqfequence  to  require  it,  cir  to  rg* 
**  jmxa  withjbim,  if  yoq  conceive  that  your  refidence  there  jfo* 
"  ^ny  time  syill  b$  more  conducive  to  the  public  inferefts ;  but* 
**  ip  cijthcr  cafe,  you  are  defired  tpt  report  the  particulars  of  joua 
u  xeqeptipn  ^nd  proc^pdings  tothi^  QoVernment,  with  any  other 
"  information  which  you  may  think  it  ufeful  for  them  to  know* 
4     .         .  "  I  am^SiB,      *        .. 

t  ut  Your  jyioft  obedient,  humble  fervant, 

"    LP;  AlHUOL, -SW"." 

«  Fort  William,  May  .29,  1783."'    ••...".'■  . '  .  ■ 


It  wwild  "be  unpardonable  in  me  to  let  this  occafion' pafsf 
without  exprefling  the  high  fenfe  I  entertain  of  Mr".  Hastings's 
politenels,  and  Sir  John  Macpherson's  kipdnefs  and  ho^itaHtv, 
during  my  ftay  at  Calcutta,     As  to  Mr.  Hastings,  in  his  public 

X  capacity, 


<  **  ) 

/Capacity,  it  would  be  prefumptuous  and  injudicious  to  fay  much, 
kaI  %6  hoW  ftands  for  the  judgment  of  the  higheft  Tribunal  in  this 

^Countiry.  My  own4  obfervation  leads  me  to  confider  him  as  a 
foaJn  of  found,  acute  and  brilliant  talents,  and  of  a  vaft  and  cdm- 
breKcnfive  mini— df  irianncrs'  fbciable,  amiable^  meek  and  iin- 

JflfFe^d---and  of  i  difpofition  truly  benevolent  His  fupeHor 
knowledge  of  the  political  interefts  of  Indoftaii,  and  particularly 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft  India  Company;  has  never  been  queftion- 
ed  j  aad,  if  the  fafFrage  of  tKeT  Peof>16  of  Ibdia  toay  be  allowed  to 
decide,  his  conduit  as  GoVernor-General,  though,  like  every  thing 
Human,  intermixed  with  error,  was,  on  the  whole,  great  and'lau- 
dablei—for  I  declare  I  fcarcfely  ever  heard  a  fttaft  in  India,  Na-> 
five  of  European,  cenfure  hirii,  although  he  Was  often  the  fub- 

je&  of  converfation  with  all  perfbns  and  hi  accompanies*  in  the 

The  fecial  virtues  of  Sir  Jobn  Mac£he$w>A  are.  fo  welt 
known,  that  it  would  be  (uperfluous  to  notice^  them.  The  fame 
Triendfhip  and  hofpitality  I  experienced  in  liis  houfe^  has^  been* 
fhared  by  many,  who  are  not  backward1  in  doing  him.  ampife  juftice 
on  that  head.  But  his  condu&  during  his  fhort  administration 
can  be  known  only  by  thofe  who  n^ajke  the  political  .concerns  of 
India  a  fubjeft  of  ftudious  attention.  To  eater  into  a  detail  of 
kis  various  wife  regulations  for  the  ref^qratioa  of.  the  Cojnpany's 
affairs,  would  be  deftru6tiver  of  the  end  I  proj>ofef  which  is,  by  a 
cooctfe  and  fimple  fummary  of  the  whole,,  to  render  a  fair  pi&ure 


(  «*  ) 

of  his  admiki3ffclftiott&  clear  as  to  be  understood  by  any  period, 
however  ignoraat  he  may  be  of  the  politics  of  that  Country,  and 
{q  brief  as  not  to  difcourage  the  reading  of  it 

Sir  John  MA€#4iE*soff  took  the  reins  of  Government  into 
to&  haute  on  the  firftof  February,  1785.  He  found  the  Com- 
pwiy^revcaito^dkftrtkhdd,  and  their  expenditure  kereafed,  by  the 
continual  claims  of  iVoprietors,  Directors,  and  Mihifters*  to  i 
ftare  ia  the  patronage  of  Mr.  Hastings — and  a  public  debt  ac- 
cumulating to  a&enarmous-dmortnt.  He  therefore  Ikvr  die  he- 
ceffity  ef  puttfog  kit  prafiice  every  expectant  ]»ffi>le^  and  trying 
^VeryexperimoM:  that  the  ftateof  the  Couotry  foggefted,-aVl&*1y 
Id  promote  an  increafe  of  the  revenue,  a  diminution  ofthle  ptiBKfc 
expenditure,  and  a  liquidation:  of  the  debt.  He,  therefore, 
<Jn  the  fourteenth' day  c^  fcis*  adininiflTationi  commenced  a  re- 
form, which  he  continued  with  indefatigable  xcA  and  induftry  to 
introduce  through  the  various  departkients  ofC^vettkmenfc^-and, 
beginning  with  bimfel£  difchatfged-  his  body-guards*  While  he 
was  thus  employed  hi  India/ the  Gonipatfy  attd  PadiameMt  in 
England  were  unremittingly  engagdd  iiVcbnfKferft^  and  mokKhg 
into  (hape  a  lyftttti  of  reform  alio  ;  and,  extraordinary  as  iV  ma£ 
appear,  dtefaft  i*,  that  the  fagacity  of  MK-Macp ft b*sok:  had 
adopted1  by  dhfacipation^  and'iw&aaHy  reduced  to  prtufticeV'the 
identical^edHh&ve'  refcarrri*  whieh  ;tiie  ParKament  and  Goi^any 
were  proceeding  upon  in  'England';  and.' the* general  plarfn^^e1 
form  which  paffed'  the  -Court*  <yf  Directors  'tifc'i^'*le$3^<jF 
f*  X2  ApH 


^prih;  1785, ;  had  J5jp?ii  aihially  carried  into  execution  byi  Sir 
(John  Macpherson  in  Bengal,  if*  the  months  of  F^uacy, 
March  and  April,  1.78*5.  He  made  arrangementeifpr  the  diffi* 
iion  of  knowledge— eftabliflicd  the  fettlement  of  ;I?uJo  Penang,  or 
Pritfoe  of ,  Wales's  Iflandr~tettled  thtf  Bank  6f  'Calcutta  on  a  fi«» 
fe4fi$~*--tegulatedthe  markete— -and,  by  a  plan  of  his  own  concep- 
tion, ilscurqd  the  Cpn>pany  from  the  aceuftoitjed  fraudulent  com* 
poiititwto.'Wlth  Zemindars,  by  bonding  their  balances,  and  making 
the  bctod^ cancelable  only  by  *he  Court  of  Dir$#ors»;  In  fine,  he 
m£rod\teed  artd'^arried  into  effeft  a  fyftem  of  reforaj  which  had  a 
<tK)ft;fi>dden  and  falutary  effeft  on  the  Britiih  affairs  in  India  ;  and 
ill.  an  adtahiiftration  of  only  eighteen  months,  he  had  the  felicity  to 
pgrCeiv^  the  fruits,  of  his  wifdom  and  induftry  tnaturing-^to  re- 
ceive that  beft  of  earthly  rewards,  the  efteem  and  applaufe  of  his 
peilpwrcitizens—- andto  be  honoured  by  the  beft  of  SoyerqigQs 
with  the  dignity  of  a  Baronet. 

While  I  was  at  Sir  John  Macphehscw's  hpufe,  I  happened,  , 
in  convcrlation  one  day  with  Mr.  Macauley,  Sir  John's  Scqrer 
tary,  to  be  talking  over  fome  part  of  my  adventures ;  and  found  # 
to  my  aftonifliment,  that  he  had,  in  his  route  to  India,  accident- 
ally hired  the  very  fervant  whom  lhad  loft  at  Triefte  by  fending  . 
him  for  letters  to  Venice ;  and  Mr.  Macauley  aflured  me,  that  > 
he  found  him  poffeffed  of  all  the  good  qualities  I  bad  expefted  to 
meet  in  him  :  but  the  poor  fejUow  had  died  before  my  arrival  at 
{Calcutta,  to  my  great  mortification  and.difappointment. 


*; 


As  the  feafon.  in  which  I  was  to  leave  Calcutta  was  very  un- 
favourable for  a  voyage  by  fea,  and  the  coaft  thereabouts  is  one  oif 
the  moft  in&ofpitable  in  the  worlds  I  fet  off  by  land  for  M  dras, 
and  in  my  way  had  an  opportunity  of  furveying  that  curious  and 
grotefque  monument  of  fuperftitious'  folly,  called  the  Jagranaut 
Pagoda.  It  li  an  immenfc,  barbarous  *ftru£hirey  of  a  kind  of 
pyrimidal  form,  embelliihed  with  devices  cut  in  ftone-work,  not 
more  Angular  than  difgufting,  Chriftian  Idolaters,  in  farming 
types  and  figures  of  divine  beings,  always  endeavour  to,  reprefent 
them  with  perfonal  beauty,  as  proportionate  to  their  divine 
aatfcre  as  human  Ikill  can  make  it.  Thofe  Pagans,  on  the  con- 
trary, in  forming  their  idols,  caft  out  every  veftige  of  beauty-— 
every  thing  that,  by  the  confent  of  MankL&d,  is  fuppofed  to  con- 
vey 'pleafing  fenfations;  and,  :ia  their  place,  fubflrtute  the  meift 
extravagant,  imnatural  deformity,  the  moft  loathfcme  naftinefs, 
the  moft  dtfgufting  obfeenity.  It  istnot  in  language  to  convey  an 
adequate  idea  of  their  templed  and  idols ;  and  if  it  was,  no  pur- 
pole  could  be  anfwered  by  it,  only  the  excitement  of  painful  and 
abominable  fenfatiens.  To  keep  pace  with  the  figures  of  their 
idols,  a  chief  Bramin,  hy  fofae  aceurfed  artificial,  means,  (by 
herbs^  I  believe),  r  has '  brought  to  a  moft  unnatural  fovmy  and 
enormous  dimertfions,  that  which  decency  forbids  me.  to  mention  ^ 
and  the  pure  and  fpotlefs  women,,  who  from  infancy  have  been* 
ihut  up  from  the  fight  of  men,  even  of  their  brothers,  are  brought 


<$*  kj&  fim  difguflttig  sod  misihapen  oumfterir -under  the  "pre- 
jpoderous  belief  thai:  it  promotes  fecundity. 

in  this  Pagoda  ftands  the  figure  of  Jagranaut,  (their; god  un- 
£er  Brama) ;  and  a  fightly  figure  it  is  truly !— nothing  more  than 
a  black  ftone,  in  an  irregular  pyramidal  form,  having  two  rich 
diamonds  in  the  top  by  way  of  eyes,  and  a  nofe  and  mouth.painted 
red.  For  this  god,  five  hundred  Priefta  are  daily  empibyed  in 
boiling  food,  which,  as  he  feldom  eats  it,,  they  dfcubtlcfi  convert 
to  their  ow&  ufe  in  the  evening. 

I  flopped  at  Vizagapatnam  for  a  few  days  with  Mr.  Rff ssel« 
who*  was  Cbief  of  that  place.  His  ftyle  of  living  was  fcrexaftly 
fimikr  to  that  of  an  elegant  family  refiding  at  their  oountry-houfc 
in  England,  that  I  &fr  mvfelf  wore  happy  and.  comfortable  than 
I  had  been  fince  my  arrival  in  India ;  and  that  happineis  was  much 
increased'  by  meeting  Mr.  Maxton,  who  was  married  to  Mr. 
RusfBL**  daughter.  This  Gentleman  and  I  had,  when  mere 
hoys*  been  Ihipmatea  on  our  firft  going  out  to  India :  a  wjarnv 
friendihip  took  place  between  us,  which  lias  met  with  no  inter* 
ruption,  hut  rather  iacreafed  front  lapfe  of  time^  and  greater  ha* 
bite;  of  intimacy*  To  lee  a. man  whom  I!  fo  entirely  efleemed,'  i» 
pofieffion  of  the  moil  perfect  dorteftic  felicity,,  and  furroundediy 
a  number  of  amiable  connexions,  and  friends/  was  to  me  a  fabjfedfc 
of  the  moil  pleating  contemplation, 
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Leaving  Vizagapatnam,  I  took  my  route  along  the 
-coaffc,  and  arrived  at  Ma&ttpatem,  where  I  heard  rumours  of  the 
unfortunate  fate  of  General  Maths  tos.  This  threw  fuch  a  damp 
^  Upon  my  fpirits,  that  all  the  hofpitality  and  kindnefs  of  Mr. 
Daniel,  the  Chief,  could  fcarcely  raifeme  from  de$ondence; 
and  on  my  arrival  at  Madras,  I  found  the  whole  amply  com*- 
firmed. 

As  Htat  Sahib's  affair  yet  remained  ufrfettled*  aa<f  I  confi- 
dered  myfelf  in  a  degree  pledged  to  obtain  him  fbme  fatisfa&ion 
for  his  fervices  in  fiirrendering  the  Province  of  Biddnere,  and  to 
fulfil  myengagemente  with  him  and- the  Supreme  Council,  I  de- 
termined to  proceed  to  Bombay,  notwithftanding  the  difafter  of  Ge- 
neral M atheWs,  which  had  entirely  crafted  all  my  private  pro- 
ipedbih  that  quarter,  and  to  co-operate  with  Hyat  Sahjb  in  fuch 
measures  asf  Aright  yet  remain  to  ue  for  piloting  the  pub&goed,, 
I  Itifr  ;Madras, ^thefefbpei  an^rofeeutcd  rtiyt  journey  without  a«y 
t^eri&infcemipi^  reached  Pabmootrih^he«  the  dtogrih 

arifing  froni  my  various  dilkpptoiotments,  c^bpcrtttlhg  with  fetigufe 
ftfti  cfimat*,  threw  me  into  a  fit  of  fitkucft*  whkb  confined  me 

to 
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to  my  bed  for  five  or  fix*  weeks.  Upon  recovering  a  little,  i 
crawled  on  to  Anjengo,  where,  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Hutchinson, 
the  Refidput,  (who  treated  me  with  cordial  kindnefe),  I  waited 
for  an  opportunity  c(f  getting  to  Bombay1,  ahd  during  that  time 
laid  in  a  ftock  of  ftrength  and  fpirits :  at  length  a  Europe  fhip 
touching  at  Anjengo  on  her  way  to  Bombay,  I  obtained  a  paflage, 
.and  proceeded.  .  ^ 

At  Bombay  I  fotfi*!  Hvat  Sa.hjb,  it  having  l^n  deeoied  ex* 
pedient  to  fend  Jum  away  frow .  Bidauone  son  the  approach,  jof 
,T*p*9o  with,  his  angiy,  ty<hcre  I  received  &om  him  a  confirma- 
tion of  what  I  have  ftated  refpe&ing  General  Mathews  re- 
ceiving onty  tw<*  lacks  of  j&ipess  a»4  a  necklace.    ,And  now,  as 
peace  was  negociating  between  us  and  Tip'poo,  and  my  remaining 
cm  t;he  Malabar  coaftcqiuid  be  of  little  ute,  I  detennined*  to  return 
r|»  the  Carnatic.  .  And  here  I  have  an  incident. tg  add  to  the  fnany 
,difagreeable  occurrences  of  my  life,  in  which,  wjtjjjotjentions  the 
jnoft  innocent,  I  wa6  rpade  theiubj^tof  obloquy  and  unmerited 
Jcandal. 

Juft  at  the  time  I  ww  leaving  Bombay,  &  yx^ng  Lady*  the 
.daughter  ef  a  perfoa  formerly  af  high  rank  ia  India^  and  now  a 
.Member  of  Parliament,  but  whofe  name  it  would  be  ufclefs  to 
mention,  wifhed  to  return  to  the  Caraatic  ;  and  I,  at  the  requeft 
iof  herfelf,  and  another.  LMy  with  whom  ihe  lived,  unguardedly 
took  charge  of  her  during  » the  journey ♦  Before  our  departure, 
h  reflected  upon  the  difficulties  and  impropriety  of  tfyk  ftep,  end 

com- 


communicated  my  idea*  to  the.  Ladies,  whp,  inftea4  of  Jifly»iqg 
to  the  objeltioift  I;  ftarted,  preffed  me  to  fulfil  my  promise :  I  con- 
fented,    purely   from  principles  of  politenefs  and  gpod-»jij|ture* 
During  thepoujfe  pf  ow  journey*,  fhe UAfokfcd  to  me,  of  her  owfiu 
accord,  certain  a£fcs  oft  cruelty  and  injuftice  iht  jbad  fuffesed  from  ^ex- 
father,  at  the  inft4gjjtioi>  of  her  mother-in-law?  withaftorypfJbcs 
innocence  having  fallen,  and  hf  r  reputation  having  been  deftrpyed* 
by  a  connexion  of  4&e  Lady  under  j^hofe  cjwge  fhc.jps^an^ 
whp  for  that  reafbn  had  prefTed  her  departure  with  me;  :aqd  tydj^$|| 
fhe  was  fb  difgufted  with  India,  .thajt  fh?  detqnpi^ed^o  <$iJtJfc,| 
and  entreated  me  t;o  affift  her  in  the  accpn^Ufhaffftj;  f&.taft 
wiflies.     I  difapproved,  in  the  moft   u^|p4^ififa^  rK^fl?ltl9y»\l^»AliK 
proje6i— rgaye  her  the  beft  and -moft  difi^ere^ed  advi^e7TT^L 
through  the  whole  difagreeable  bufinefs  which  was  iiopp^od  V£*fl 
me,  a&ed  merely  with  a  view,  to  her  honoured  happm^is^  $q^ 
feveral  of  the  mbft  refpe&able  people  in  Palaoacotah,  wh«e  ihft 
patted  fome  time,  and  at  Madras,  where  fhe  afterwards,  reeled, 
could  atteft  the  delicacy,  of  my>condu£l  towards  her,  as  0w$Uas 
the  concern  and,  intereft  I  took  in  every  th]ng  jhat  wa^lifcejy  to 
be  of  advantage  to  hen  ......      e.  -*  -    *-  * 

This  is  a  fair  ftatement  of  the  .matter ;  and.yet,  onaccp«nt^tf 
it,  1  was  moft  mfam^fl^jf^ 

even  the.  ears  ojTfmy  father*  whom.,  however,  I  i{^vJitK$a&ifri 
that  head.  '  But  4m*  f-jvhich,  ^kong ^c.to  J^c.,9^t.waJ„tfef>t.pJHi■ 
<^ucl  of  fomepf  rnv-OTyii  relations,  (wto*,ttfutlft£^Y/?ft  ,#$&#£ 

Y  "  juftify 
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jvft&y-'ror  approve,  otjght  at  kaft  to  have  beenfikrit),  in  becoming 
the  mbft  virulent  ^of  my  detra&ors~-tl*ough,  when  the  ehara&er 
of  thole  very  relations  had  oh  forra6r  occatlons  been  relieved 
upon,:  I  ftood  up  and  defended  them  at  the  imminetft  hazard  of 
fnj  life.  Such  tronduft  appeared  to  me  moft  atrocious  j  for, 
whether  from  affedKon,  felfiihneil,  or  pride,  I  always  ftrenuoufly 
fhpported  my  relations,  if  I  heard  them  traduced  in  their  ab- 
fcnce^-and,  when  I  was  not  able  to  juftify  &eir  proceeding  at 
fcaft  fuppreffed  the  comterfation.  To  a  man  who  had  uniformly 
i&ed  £>,  were  there  even  no  reciprocation  of  family  affe&ion, 
mutual  juftice  demanded  different  treatment  from  that  I  expe- 
tiehceS,  '\irhich  could  have  fpruhg  only  from  depravity  of  heart, 
poverty  of  iatcttedfc,  add  the  moft  abjeft  meannefs  of  fpirit.  And 
What  is  remarkable  on  this,  as  well  as  on  other  occafions,  thofe 
who  had  been  under  the  greateft  obligation  to  my  father  and  my- 
fclf,  were  the  moft  inveterate. 

On  the  death  of  my  father,  looking  over  his  papers  in  the 
prefence  of  the  Deputy  Sheriff  of  Argyll^  and  three  other  Gen- 
tlemen, we  met  with  a  letter  on  the  fubjed  from  the  young  lady's 
father  to  mine,  refle&ing  in  a  grofs  manner  on  my  chara&cr.  I 
ifaeQij  wrote  to  that  Gentleman,  explaining  the  whole  affair,  and 
demanding  juftice  to  be  done  to  my  reputation*  Upon  an  ecclairc- 
ciflement  of  the  matter,  he  wrote  to  me  a  complete  apology,  ac- 
knowledging that  be  had  a&ed  on  that  occafion  through  mifiepre- 
Jitatatkm,  and  had  too  cafily  given  credit  to  ill-founded  reports ;  and 

laying, 
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&ymg,  thai  »  the  tetter  in  queftion  had,  by  the  pero&t  of  the" 
Deputy  Sheriff  and  other  Gentlemen,  ia  fome  meafure  become  ft 
matter  of  public  notoriety,  he  thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to 
make  that  apology,  and  to  expref*  his  fincere  regret  for  any  detri- 
meat  I  migKt  have  ftfftained,  by  hit  yielding  unguardedly  to  a  fod- 
deu  impftlieof  paffion,  cauftd,  at  he  was  then  perfecUy  convinced; 
bjr  sailui&rmation. 

Thus  wa*  my  eharafter  at  once  cleared  of  a  calumny  wftich'' 
the  indttftrioos  viSany of  a  few  had  contrived  to  propagate  through 
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every  $et  of  tile  earth-where  I  was  known. 

Thfc  ftory  may  lerve  as  an  mftrudive'  klEJtt  to  you,'  mj&ftife* 
ftfiftiei,  to  avoM,  in  the  very  firft  inftance,  any  connection*  tiftfl? 
women  mat  hi  the  probable  courfe  of  things  can  lead  id  'private-1 
a&s  df  confidence:  tftey  are  at  bteft  indifcreet — tend,-  a£  In  this" 
cafe,  to  make  a  man  a  dupe — and  never  foil  to  lead  to  fcandaT  and 
reproach.  You  wifi  alfo,  from  the  letter  of  the  Lady's  father/ 
ftmnif  eight  or  ten  years  after  it  was  written  among  my  'father'* 
papers,  fee  the  impropriety  and  hatard  of  committing  your 
thought*  iheaatioufty  to  paper,  t  have  known  it  frequently1,  as  in 
t&feiaftahce,  end  in  mortification  atwf  regret. 
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Befere-'  quitting  entirely  the  Malabar  coaft,  I  took  trtrip-  tor 
Sufat,  wKch  am#y-fe£aid  me  for  my  trotrfcle.  It  roipaRes'-any 
part  of  Iftdfe  for  extent  and  varfcty  of  commerce,  rorjtopufous* 
flreets  and  fuburbs,  and  for  a  continually  moving  icene  of  opulence. 

Y2  For 
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For  a .  xriore  ;minufe  accotintf  of .  it; .  I  refer  you  to '  tfaft  Abb6  .R at- 
mal,  /wJab,:tho^^w>t  generally  accurate,  is  f<>  elegant,  that  you 
will.be  able,  from  his  defcription,  to'forrnia  lively  conception  of 
the  pfcee^and  its  fmgql^diaiildnv?.  :  ':  •  ' 

;  Jftese  I  Was  wceiY/edfiftaveyy;  friendly  nfenner  by  Mr.  Sston* 
j^nd  'indeed  J  niby  now  once,  for  all  declare,  that  at  eyfery -  place 
where  I  flopped,  and  every  poft  I  paffed,  from,  my  leaving  Eng- 
land? tylijny •  jtfyrp,  J  experienced  the  moft  kihd  and  liberal  recep- 
tion, aftd  tjie  moft  ,ajfiuUiou$  attention ;  my  wants  of  every  kind, 
whether  of  veflels,  boats,  guards;qf.  Sepoys^  letter?  of  introduc- 
tion j&c.  being  fupplicd  by  anticipation,  I  had  fiercely  option 
^  ^aJ^e  a  requeft v  or  exprefs  a  wifh;  jekkjW3$,  the  attention 
Ibew^  tq  the  pnblic  fervice  lefs  than  thatwhicl)  was  manifefted 
for  my  private  convenience.  To  kindnefs  ib  truly  confolatorj  as 
rf  then*  was  to  me,-  L never  look  back  without  ientiments  of  un~. 
bounded  gratitude  and  unfeigned  acknowledgment. 

My  journeys  by  land  in  India- after  my  fhip  wreck,  indepen- 
dent of  long  voyages  by  fea,  amounted  to  more  than  three  thou- 
sand miles*  After  getting  back  to  Madras,  my  health  being  ma* 
terially  injured,  I  refolved  to  return  to  England :  but,  having  feen 
almoft  all  the  Company's  poffeflions,  I  felt  a  curiofity  to  fee  China, 
^nd  determined  to  make  that  my  way.  To  render  this  route 
more  agreeable  to  me,  Lord  Mac autnby,  in  addition  to  his* 
mother  favours,  gave  me  the  following  handfomc  letter  of  in- 
troduction 
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traduction  to  Mr.  Pigou,  the  Company's  chief  Supercargo  at 
Canton :  ■•.-••  ♦ 

"  Fart  St.  George;  July  43, 1784. 
"  Sir, 

c*  This  letter  will  be  dilivered  to  you  by  Captain  Donald 

*c  Campbell,  of  this  Eftablifhment — a  Gentleman  who  has  fig- 

*"  nalized  hknfelf  on  many occafions,  Irot  more  particularly  by 

"  his  ability  and  addrefs  in  accomplMuifg  the  forfender  of  the 

u  foft  of  Bidanore,  at  which  place  he  had  bden  long  a  pk&dner. 

"  Mis  ill  ftatc  of  health  contracted  there,  renders  a  voyage -to 

««  China,  perhaps  to  Europe,  ablbhftdy  vneeeifery;  •  Should  .iie 

"  remain  any  time  at  your  Settlement,  I  mail  be  muchj&bisged 

"  to  you  for  any  attention  and  civility  ftewn  to  him-;  *andrl -Atoll 

**  be  happy,  on  any  occafion  you  may 'afford  me,  of  rettfrmflg 

**  your  polite  attention  to- an  Officer  of  fo  much  merit  arCaptdin 

***  Camfbell,  and  of  proving  kow  hnich  I  amj  •••• 

•  '*"■''  '  '■■"  Sm,    '''••. 

:         «* '  Yoter  moft  obedient  and  moft  rntmble  fervant, 

'  *•'<  »'•"«'  **  Macauvksy." 

^'TolVilUamHeiiry'Pigou,  E/q'.  '       ''  '  ." '      '   '   ; 

<  '  ".,  .  '  '.   ,r.  •  •   -   -:  ■'■■■  u\   tL>:-.:    ...  <■     .    .'     .      ,.  . 

I  had  aW©  *  letter  to  Mr*  FaKEifAN,- another  Supercargo 
there;  by  whom,  as  wett  as  by  Mr.  Pi8«tf,  I  was  treated  with 
great  politeneft  *  and  Mr.  Freeman  bring  obliged  to  leave  Canton, 

and 


andgo  to  Macsuov^forthc  recovery  of  his  healthy  invitee}  me  to 
accompany  him  there.  I  availed  myfelf  of  the  opportunity ; 
and,  as  we  went  all  along  through  the  rivers,  had  an  opportunity 
of  Ifeiflg  mare  .of  the  Gountty  than  many  of  the  Europeans  who 
vifit  that  Country.  With  the  obfervations  which  I  niatie  in  the 
courfe  iff  this  eicpurfion  and  my  refidence  at  Canton*  I  would 
fusntfh  you,  but  that  Lord  Macartney's  Embafly  is  juft  returned 
from  that  Country;  and  there  is  every  rcafon  to  hope  that  he,  op 
iome  of  the  Gentlemen  yfho  attended  him,  and  who  poflefs  fops- 
rior  abilities  and  spore  people  materials,  will  favour  the  Public 
with,  a  much  more  perfect  account  than  mine  could  poflibly  be.    . 

•    While  I  remained  at  Canton*  a  Yery  difagreeable  rupture  took 

place  between  the  Fatfory  and  the  Chiuefe.     An  English  ihip 

tyiagat  Warapoa,  in  ialuting,  lh^ttered  aChinefeboat}  by  which 

accideat,  two  men  in  it  were  much  hurt  with  the  jointers*  and  one 

of  thcip  died  of  his  wounds  ion*  aftcgv    The  ratter  was  clearly 

explained  to  the  Mandarins;  and  they  itemed  tp  be  (atisfied  that 

it  was  merely  an  accident.    A  few. days  after,  the  Supercargo  of 

the  fhjp^wa*  forcibly  ftti»d^  and  carried  into  the  x^ity.:  the  Council 

taet>  at*}  deteitnmed  to  fend  for  the  Sailors  from  the  (hips ;  and  in 

the  evening  after  dark,  fifteen  or  fixteen  boats,  with  four  or  five 

hundred  men,  attempted,  in  an  Irregular  manner,  to  come  up  to 

Campor— wore  feed  upon  ty  the  Chmefr  boafeand  Arts  in  paffing, 

:fui#,  with  a  few  men-  wo«ji<k4,   were  q<>mpelkd  t»f  retreat. 

f Nothing  -coukl  furpafe-  the  eonfteraatiqe  trod .  kriecifia^ ,tf  the 

i  u  Council; 


t.™  ) 

Council;  and  after  the  moft  humiliating  language,  they  wer* 
obliged  to  appeafe  the  Chinefe,  and  fettle  the  affair  by  giving  up 
the  ^nner  of  the  (hip  to  their  refentment. 

On  the  29th  December*  17^4,  I  embarked  in  the  Fon&orne 
Eaft-Indiaman,  Captain  Hammet,  in  which  I  had  come  from 
Madras  to  China ;  and,  after  a  tolerable  voyage  of  Jive  months 
and  two  days,  got  on  board  a  fifhing-boat  off  Falmouth,  and  was 
put  on  fhore  there,  having  been  exa&ly  four  years  and  live  days 
from  England.  J         • 

Such  was  my  impatience  .to  fee  you,  that  I  wrote  from 
Falmouth  for  y oil  to  meet  me  at  Bath.  We  Arrived  there  the 
fame  day ;  and  never  in  my  life  did  I  experience  fuch  tranfport  as  in 
firft  preffing  you  to  my  bofom :  I  found  you  all  that  my  heart  could 
wiffi ;  and  I  muft,  in'  jufticc  to  my  opinion,  aver,  that  not  otic 
a&ion  of  your  life  has  tended  fince  to  give  me  a  moment's  pain :  on 
the  contrary,  I  have  every  reafon  to  be  iatisfied  that  my  languinc 
hopes  of  you  will  be  realized.  The  turn  of  your  thoughts  and 
a&ions  have  been  vigilantly  watched  and  clofely  examined  by  me ; 
and  from  your  affe&ion  to  myfelf  and  your  mother,  your  gentle 
deportment  to  my  domeftics,  your  frankneis  and  candour  with 
your  brother  and  fchool- fellows™  even  from  your  fondnefs  for  your 
favourite  dog  Pompey,  and  frequent  filent  contemplations  of  the 
etchings  of  his  countenance,  I  have  drawn  the  moft  pleafxng 
prefages  of  purity  and  innocence  of  heart,  fweetnefi  of  temper, 
and  refined  honour  and  generality.    If  it  pleafes  Goj>  to  fparc 

your 
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your.  lifeYr  and  flxengthen  your  conftitution,I  fhall  ftiU  be  the  hap^ 
gicft  ofipeji^  aiotwithftanding  the  inroad  made  upon  my  feeling*." 
by  the  hardfhips  and  affii&ions  I  had  undergone,  of  which  many, 
aroi^-fopm  unavoidable  accident,  and  fbme  from  malignant , and 
unnatural  perfecution,  arifing  from  bafe  envy,  di&ated  by  Cow** 
ardly  revenge.  I  do  not  wilh  you  to  know  who  the  wretches  are ; 
I  only  wtfkyou  to  know  that  fuch  deteftable  paflions  do  exift  in 
tubman  nature — that,  warned  by  their  wickednefs  to  me,  you 
may,  in  your  progrefs  through  life,  be  cautious,  temperate  and 
guarded.    .,  .    .  .<.;../ 

Another  thing  I  am  anxious  Jtp  ^mprefs  upon  the  mind,  parti- 
cularly, of  your  brother  John^  is  the  ganger  of  a  warm,  impetu- 
ous temper.  Many  of  the  hazards  and  difficultiesof  my  life  arofe 
from  the  predominance  of  a  fiery  fpirit,and  an  ungovernable, 
ipiftaken  ambition.  A  fingle,  inftante  will  ferve  to  ihew.  it. 
When  I  wa?  under  the  command  of  Captain,  afterwards  General 
Ma  thews,,  in  his  regiment  of  Cavalry,  being  cantoned  at  a 
place  called  Tuckolam,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  extenfive  woods, 
information  was  brought  us  that  wild  bulls  infefted  the  neighbour- 
ing villages,  and  had  killed  fbme  people :  we  prepared  to  enter 
the  wood,  and  deftroy,  if  poffible,  thqfe  ferocious  animals,  which 
had  become  the  terror  and  deftruftion  of  the  contiguous  country. 
The  origin  o(  thofe  w3d  herds  was  this — From  time  immemo- 
rial,  a  religious  cuftoin  had  prevailed  among  the  Pagan  inhabi- 
tants, of  offering  a  calf  to  the  wood  upon,  the  accomplifhment  of 
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toy  favourite  purpoie,  fuch  as  the  fafe  delivery  of  his  wife,  or  the 
obtaining  an  employment,  &c.  In  procefs  of  time,  thofc  calves 
bred,  and  became  numerous  and  incredibly  fierce.  Independent 
of  prote&ing  the  defencelefs  natives,  it  was  in  itfelf  a  raoft  inter- 
esting kind  of  hunting.  The  mode  of  doing  it  was  this — A  large 
party,  well  mounted,  galloping  in  a  body  up  to  a  great  flock,  and 
marking  out  the  fierccft  champion  of  the  whole,  attacked  him 
with  fwords  and  piftols.  One  day,  a  bull  which  was  wounded, 
and  thereby  rendered  more  fierce,  though  not  lefs  vigorous,  got 
polled  in  fbme  thick  bufhes,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  approached 
only  in  front :  a  whim  of  themoft  extravagant  kind  came  into  my 
head,  fuggefted  by  vain-glory  and  youthful  fire — I  thought  it  un- 
generous for  fo  many  to  attack  him  at  once ;  and,  wi/hing  to  have 
the  credit  of  fubduing  him,  I  difmounted  from  my  horfe,  and  at- 
tacked him  with  a  pike :  I  fbon,  however,  had  caufe  to  repent 
this  rafh  and  unwarrantable  ftep ;  it  had  nearly  been  fatal  to  me — 
for  the  bull  loon  threw  the  pike  into  the  air,  and,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  very  gallant  exertions  of  my  Brother  Officers,  who  rode 
hi  upon  him,  and  refcued  me  at  the  moment  that  the  brute's 
horns  had  touched  my  coat,  I  muft  have  been  killed.  An  Indian 
Officer,  who  was  in  my  troop,  particularly  diftingui(hed  himfelf, 
at  the  imminent  hazard  of  his  life*  the  bull  having  toffed  his  horfe 
and  himfelf  to  a  diftance  from  his  horns.  At  this  time  I  was 
tut  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  had  not  the  judgment  to  reflect,  that 
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if  I  had  been  killed,  my  fate  would  be  attended  with  otdf 
pity  or  (corn  for  my  folly;  whereas,  had  I  fucceeded,  the  whole 
reward  of  my  danger"  would  have  been  the  ufclefs  applauie  of 
feme' youngfters,  idle  and  incoiifiderate  as'  myfelf— while  my 
rafhnefs  would  h&ve  been  reprobated  by  every  man  whofc  good 
opinion  was  worth  enjoying. '  One  or  two  people  who  were  pre- 
lent  at  the  time,  are  now  living  in  great  repute  in  England.  We 
fucceeded,  however,  in  driving  thofe  wild  cattle  into  the  interior 
recefles  of  the  wood,  dividing  the  flefli  of  thofe  we  killed  among 
fuch  of  the  poor  Sepoys  as  would  eat  it,  and  thereby  rendered  e£ 
fential  fervice  to  the  contiguous  villages. 

Often  when  I  have  heard,  in  coffee-houfes  and  play-houfes, 
fome  of  our  fporting  fparks  boaftirtg  of  their  prowefs  over  a  timid 
hare  or  a  feeble  fox,  I  could  not  help  recqlledting  with  refpeft  the 
hunters  of  India,  who  chafe  the  deftru&ive  monfters  of  the 
fbreft — the  boar,  the  tyger,  the  hyena,  the  bull,  or  the  buffalo; 
and,  while  they  fteel  the  nerves,  animate  the  courage,  and,  by 
habitual  deeds  of  pith,  fit  themfelves  for  war,  render  eflential 
fervice  to  their  fellow-creatures,  and  fave  the  lives  and  property 
of  thoufands.  Such  greatnefs  of  (pirit,  under  the  controul  of 
good  fenfe,  and  the  direction  of  prudence,  muft  render  a  man 
refpe&able— but,  if  not  managed  with  difcretion*  leaves  a  man 
no  other  praife  than  that  of  a  magnanimous  madman.  Take 
every  opportunity,  my   dear  Frederick,   of  inculcating  thefe 
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precepts  io  the  mind  of  your  brother :  the  natural  warmth  of  his 
temper  often  makes  me  fearful  of  the  mifchievous  confequences 
which  I  have  myfelf  too  often  experienced — though,  I  thank 
Gop,  it  never  Simulated  me  to  revenge,  or  to  a  premeditate  in- 
tention of  injuring  any  one* 

I  have  already  faid  more  than  once,  that  I  have  a  moft  perfe& 
conviction  your  amiable  difpofition  will  enfure  to  you  the  love  of 
Mankind  ;  but  it  will  at  the  fame  time  fubje&you  to  many  impo- 
iitions — to  guard  againft  which,  a  great  fhare  of  fternnefs  is  lome- 
times  necefTary :  there  is,  befides,  a  certain  degree  of  fortitude 
abfblutely  requifite  to  give  luftre  to  a  gentle  difpofition ;  without 
it,  meeknefs  is  thought  timidity— modefty,  weaknefs— and  the 
charming  mildnefs  of  the  forgiving  heart,  ahuied  as  the  pitiful  re- 
fource  of  abjedl  apprehenfion  and  a  mean  fpirit.  There  are  times, 
therefore,  when  the  wickednefs  of  men,  and  the  cuftoms  of  the 
world,  make  it  necefTary  to  lay  afide  the  lamb,  and  affume  the 
lion.  Europe  at  this  moment  prelents  an  awful  and  alarming 
crifis.  In  a  neighbouring  Country,  the  conduft  of  the  higher 
clafles  of  fbciety  has  produced  a  dreadful  convulfion :  focial.  order 
has  been  fubverted,  and  the  ftability  of  property  annihilated  :  all 
reafbning  from  the  hiftory  of  former  times  is  found  inapplicable  to 
the  prefent :  the  fyftem  of  warfare  itfelf  has  undergone  a  revolu- 
tion ;  and  no  man  is  able  to  fay  from  pofitive  inference,  u  Thus 
will  it  be  to-morrow."     Our  infular  fituation,  thank  God!  pror 
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te£b  us :  and  the  precarious  footing  upon  which  civil  order  and 
property  ftand  in  moft  Countries  on  the  Continent,  make  our 
ftate  in  England  enviable.  The  time  is  neverthelefs  pregnant' 
with  extraordinary  event ;  and  you  are  now  approaching  that  age 
at  which  men  fhould  be  ready  to  aft  at  the  call  of  their  Country, 
It  is  therefore  fitting  for  you  to  make  fuch  things  the  fubjeft  of 
frequent  contemplation — to  habituate  your  mind  to  the  meeting' 
of  danger,  fb  as  to  be  ready,  at  a  moment's  warning,  to  lay  down 
your  life,  if  neceflary,  for  the  good  of  your  Country ;  for,  after 
all,  my  Frederick,  what  avails  it  whether  we  die  in  this  way 
or  in  that  ?*--  to  die  with  honour  and  a  good  confidence,  is  all.  Let 
prejudice  be  laid  afide — and  who,  poffefled  of  common  fenfe, 
could  hefitate  a  moment  to  prefer  death  in  the  field,  to*  death  with 
the  loathfome  aggravation  of  ficknefs,  the  crocodile  tears  of  pre- 
tended friends,  and  the  painful  emotions  and  lamentations  of 
thole  who  really  love  us  ?  %\ 

Finally,  I  muft  obferve,  that  at  the  time  I  left  India,  the 
affairs  of  the  Britifh  Nation  wore  fb  very  lowering  an  afpeft,  all 
perfbns  acquainted  with  our  concerns  there,  allowed  nothing  but  a 
long  feries  of  wife  meafures,  with  the  beft  efficient  fervants  to 
execute  them,  could  refcue  the  Company  from  ruin.  I  am 
happy  in  being  able  now  to  ftate,  without  the  poflibility  of  con- 
tradi<SHon,  that  the  clouds  which  menaced  us  in  that  quarter  have 
fince  been  gradually  diffipating  beneath  the  meafures  of  the  Board 

of 


(      181      ) 

of  Controvl,  under  the  diire&ionof  Mr.  Dundas  ;  and  are  at 
laft  entirely  difperfed  by  the  glorious  adminiftration  of  Lord 
Cornwallis,  whofe  wifclom  in  the  Cabinet  tended  no  lefs  to- 
thefecurity,  than  his  military  talents,  jufHce  and  moderation,  to 
the  honour,  of  Great  Britain  in  the  Eaft.  The  choice  df 
fuch  a  perfbn  for  the  Government  of  India,  refle6te  credit  on  His 
Majesty's  Council,  and  evinces  that  the  paternal  care  and 
folicitudeof  our  amiable  Sovereign  extend  to  the  moft  remote 
part  of  the  Empire. 


end  of  part  lit. 
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LETTER  FROM  GENERAL  MATHETTSy 

TO 

THE  COURT  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  EAST  INDIA  COMPANY. 


{REFERRED  90   IN  THE  FOREGOING  LETTERS.) 


Honourable  Sirs, 

I  hate  the  honour  of  informing  you  of  the  fuecefs  of  your  irritfe 
*m  the  Malabar  Coaft*  You  will  have  received  advices  of  the  oiitfet  of  the 
Expedition  frem  Bombay,  <and  the  general  purport  of  it.  On  the  i^th  of  De- 
cember, I  failed  with  a  ftnall  party  ;  sad  thought  proper,  of  my  own  accord, 
to  land  at  Rajatnundroog,  in  preference  to  any  other  place— fcecaufe,  on  this 
part  of  the  Coaftf  I  had  <the  double  advantage  of  being  able  to  fecure  myfclf 
until  reinforc©4, 4ind  toproctfie  provHions,  -which  I  could  not  have  done  at* 
Cundapore,  or  any  place 'to  the  Southward,  by  reafon  of  the  numerous  gar- 
rtfons,  and  the -vicinity  of  them  to  the  capital.    Thejueafures  and  difpofitions- 
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<>F  the  Gentlemen  at  Bombay  were  fuch,  that  I  could  not  place  any  dependents:, 
upon  being  timely  reinforced  from  thence,  or  of  having  any  fupply  of  provifions. 
Rajamundroog  is  on  the  top  of  a  high  hill,  and  commands  the  entrance  of  the 
beft  river  on  the  Coaft.     We  took  it  by  ftorm.     The  moment  we  landed,  a- 
lhort  time  w&s  taken, up  in  pi eparinj*  to  mov*  towards  Ontfe  ;  forwe  had  not 
a  cooly,  carriage,  or  bullock,  to  convey  any  ftores.     The  battering  cannon,, 
ammunition,  provifions,  &c.  were  fent  by  fea.;  and  the  great  additions  that 
Hyder  had  made  to  th^i^i^Uon^  pf  Qftfltc  ^ndfoctified  Ifland,  prevented 
my  entering  the  river  with  the  fmall  craft,  and  obliged  me  to  land  every  thing 
through  a  heavy  furf  on  the  beach,  and  then  to  crofs  the  river  to  the  North- - 
ward  of  the  fort*  XheXe  impediments  were  got  aver ;  and  as  practicable  breach  < 
being  effeQed,  the  aflault  was  made — and  the  garrifon,  confifting  oftwo  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  men,  were  either  killed,  drowned,  or  made  prifoners. — 
Shortly  after  this  ey-em,  the  troops  from  tha.Southwafd,  uudfer  (Lieutenant* 
Colonel  Macleod,  were  landed  at  Rajamundroog.     To  wait  for  a  jun&ion,. 
would  take  up  much  time  ;  fo,  that  not  a  moment  ihould  be  loft,  I  embarked, . 
and  landed  near  Cundapore,  under  the  fire  of  the  BombayGrab  and  the  Intrepid, 
and  immediately  feized  a  fmall  "fort  that  ferved  to  feeure  our  ftores.  The  enemy 
were  in  fight,  and  feemed  numerous  :  fome  prifoners  that  we  took,  reckoned 
them  at  twelve  hundred  Horfe,  one  thou  fand  Sepoys,  an^l  fivp  hundred  ffcons. 
My  party  was  compofed  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  Europeans,  fix  hundred 
Jjepoys,.  and*  four  fmall  fiekUpieces — with*  which  I  marched,  firft.  towards  the 
enemy,  who  drew  back,  and  then  L proceeded  to.  Cundapwe*  .  They  incororo 
moded  my. rear  very  much  -,  but  being  determined  toattacfc  tha  fort,  I  oj?Jry 
afted  on  the  defenfive,  and  at  feven  in  the  evening  got  poflpffioji -of  tha  forX*> 
and  the  feveral  redoubts  that  commanded  the  river.     The  grand  objefit  tof  the 
Expedition,  an  .attack  uponJBidanore,  remained  to  be  undertaken  ^,  add  much; 
ferious  reflexion  it  required  before  the  hazardous  enterprize  fhould  be  deter- 
mined, on. — Your  Honours  will  now  take  a  view  of  the  ftate  of  my  army.:  No> 
carriage -bullock,  and  the  few  draft  not  able  to  draw  eight  light  field-piepes~« 
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not  *  oocry  to  cany  nfofijieti  ainrocmirion  or  provifionfr— riot  a  tent— aruT 
tofiijs Officers,  Has  Majesty^  in  partietriarvh&d  not  a  frngle  fervant — neither 
buttock  xrt  iheep.  to  txr  ha&  the  enemy  having  drove  thfcnft  off.    The  army,  at 
t±ii^tki}a,jcornfiftedIirf^aitt  elevea  hunflred  effe^ive  Europeans,  and  three- 
thot&ridr&poys.     T'he'diftance'fronieiWukpore  to  the  foot  of  the  Ghaut  ir« 
thirty  miles,  through  a^oody  country:  the  e^femy's- army  htd  been  reinforced, 
and  Jay  in  the  way.    Thfe  reports  of  theftrenrgth  of  th*  various  work*  that  de- 
fended :tbe|jafs(Bp  the  iiotintainsr,  wafcfucha*gaveihebirt> very  feint 'hope  of' 
fuccefs ;  and  the  difficulty  di  fupplying*  ray  trotop*  with  Vice*  wa*  almofr  erf  infield 
fuffiqitnt  to  deter,  alperfoh  frootthe  attempt;  :i4owevetvhaViwgpofitive.  orders 
to  take  pofieffion  of  Bid  an  ore,  I  refolveiteumake  a-trial*  arid  iffued  dire&ionsv 
for  tiU  roardh..   We  had  not  gone  ftr  miles*. 'before  tteenemyoppofed  ui/in 
forfceu:  Mfepnfhed  fanterds  ;  and,  fcy>tbeeflWi  of  well wferved  artillery,  and* 
the  fteadtnefs.  of  the.  inen*  thcenemy  rettreftasTwe  advaiiced.     The flqrrhifli* 
continued  aboiit  three.  Inror&^aftfer  which;  we  were  left  to  purffce  our  route1 
D&toftlefted  ;  rlcgr'didahd  enemy  mateany  fiand  till  weiwere  on  tlie  'fourth.' 
cbjfcinatrcb',  within -th mo xiiles  of  the "pafe— where,  the  ground* being  favour-* 
abte.-.Jboy  aUernrJted  opposition,  and.  were  roughly  tteated/  lofingj/by  the 
bayonet  >an&flfc>t,  aipree  ttaeerinszirf red  n»ft.  .TPhey: were  purfoed  to  a  £ktall< 
fart,; r*hkh  was  immediately  abandoned  ; -and:  them  fled  to  thotfirft  barrier  or 
eirtrantfq  ofthepaH  JiiThfaifwiaoliiiexrfiinafotory  thar  corvcred  all  the. open* 
gvonndjiasiibrteas  cW^dlby^woab  tofflm,  right  .atfi  left,    lipori  fix.baftipns 
were  mounted .-fifec*  fban  bfkpumrfu^and.on  O^kftiw^s  a-work  on  a  fteep 
rjftOHqtollv^^  Tins  akagrither  had.  too  formidable  .an 

apf*Mtate:tb  attetetorfft^  ubwtifl^^^  I Inrr^gined; 

th^tthcrflank^^rtrbleTtiirrieAby  rfoendiftg  tffeiitt  dwoug*  tite  wood, !  Buty 
in  thd  icofttufcv  two  parties  wdrerfonoe^frtorie  t6  atteiiqiwhelfliiftkv  Jbe-otibcr* 
tpef^ladethe.^aUkibrit  the.  enfctoy.'felictf-w  ^  the 

plaie\  ;Xhi*>as  ^M^'^oso^to.t^  fhe  ^($  ;  for  thejenfcrriy,  bytellihg? 
UWulB^^wionldiiwarc  toristo  fo  jwwy.obftadcs  iathc  tfay>  jthatthe  vw>t(*>f> 
f  t  provifioai 


-  pBWB&tt  yfogli:  haw  compelled  m*  tt>i  udamjuiflj  tfy*  dafigtr.  A  patty  was  in- 
ii^^^d^wl  W  &Uow  tfo  enemy  u$*  the  hitt,  which,  with  little  I06,  g*M* 
tfo  fqqwd  terrier,  on  which  were  feonnted  eleven  gnris.  Fifty  oC  the  enemy 
^en?  kilted  or  taken  at  this  work*  Having  thb&Goefs+i  teliewtd  the  exhaaftbd? 
hjt  fcefe  detachmente,  which  excited  emulation,  and  encouraged  the  anion*  of 
tfreSepQty*,;  for,  to  the,  unrenfut^ingcxerticwis.  of  this  branch  of  your  troops  is> 
<<bn?  tbe,honp«r  oit  this  day,  Battery  after  battery  was  taken ;  and  the  poffeffion- 
of  the  fort  Oft  the  lop  of  the  Ghaut,  about  five  ia  the  afternoon,  called  Byder- 
ghtfft  crowned,  the  whole.  At  thu  fort  we  found,  mounted  thirty  pieces  06 
-c^naon,  fcmn  twjenty-fpw  to  four  pounders ;  and  at  the  diftrent  work*  in  the 
paf*,  forty  others,  fironxfonr  to  twelve. 

When,  we  contemplated  the  numerous  redoubts  andithe  heightof  the  Ghaut* 
and  wjere  told  by  prifoftcw  that  we  had;di*v£  off  fevtnteen  thousand  men,  in- 
cluding difjnounted<?avalryt  regular  Sepoys,  and  matchlock  Peons,  we  could' 
not  oonfider  the  vifibory  we  had  gained  as  dne  to  ns^our  weak  effort*  woaM 
have  been  in.  vain*    The  pnogrefg  of  your  anns  is.  to  he  afcribed  to  the  Divine 
Wilt    In.theicouife  of  this  war,  Providence  has  been peculiarly  botratiful— 
When  we  were  in  want  of  rke,  wn  were  fere  to  find  a  feppty  left  for  ourufe- 
by  the  enemy— when,  our  mufqacfeammonilion  was  expended,  abeenemyY 
onagasines  furnUhcd  us  4bundantty»<aiin*n  we  found;  in  .every  fort,  andrteh- 
quantities  of  warlike  Aores,  that  we  are  ape  toioppofethat  Hydbr  fapplied  alt 
his  garrifoni  from  this  Coaft  and  from  Sidanore.    Hyd<irgfaur  is  abontfourteen 
miles  from  Hydernagur,  alias  Bidanow,  ike  capital  of  the  Province* 

In  the  nightof-tbe  day  that  vw«  gained.  AeGhapt,  Iwns  vifited  by  Capittl 
DoNAiJptCAMVBEUL,  the  Ton  of  CoIoiwIChaiuj^Camvbeix.  He  had  been* 
wrecked  ofrthe  Coaft*  was  feked,  and  kept  in  irons*  until  the  appro**  of  this 
*rmy  caufed  the  Jemadar  to  rcloafc  him*  *»  employ  him  as  an  Ambatialor.  Hit 
-meflage  was,  that  the  Jemadar  haviaglofthfe  Maitcr  (Hydb*^  andfceingupon 
r^ad  terms  with  Tiwoo  Sahib,  would  willingly  pot  hi  mfelf  under  tbeproteftfen. 
of  4he  Company,  provided  that  the  manngtment  of  theConntry  was  ottthraed; 
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to  tdtti  The  idea  it  gettiag  pofleffiort  of  the  capital  and  the  forts  of  the  KJnf- 
<k>  to  towards  Seringapatam,  as  well  as  the  very  great  advantage  I  might  expeft 
ftoafrhl*  experience,  abilities  and  influence,  with  the  weak  ftate  of  my  army, 
Ifldoeed  me  to  clofe  With  the  propofal ;  and  I  fent  him  a  cowl,  fignifying  that 
his  power  and  influence  ihonld  not  be  leflfcaed.  This,  tho'not  drawn  with  a  pen 
of  a  Lawyer*  Was  equal  in  value  to  the  eapital  of  Bidanoit.  Captain  C  amtbell 
uttavmd  with  it,  and  was  to  tall  the  Jfeftiadttr  that  I  iheuld  March  in  themornhig; 
Not  expecting  dse  gfeat  ft*wefc  feat  we  had  met  With  by  forcing  the  pafs  oti 
Ifae  main  mad,  I  bad  detached  Lfcf«teimn*Colonel  Macleod  to  the  left,  to 
afecuLtftft  Ghaat  Arougft  a  natrorf  path*  in  Order  to  attifck  fcydergiror  hi  the 
*q*<  The  abfence  of  this  detachment,  and  die  fiftfefafe  6f  the?fb*mer  dtfy,  re* 
dneed  my  patty  to  4*tt  foe*  hnnittd  £tf-opearis  and  feten  fccmdred  Sepoys ; 
arid  all  t*f  guite  were  aft  the  tott* ja  of  the  Ghaeft.  W5A  th5^  detadftneift 
1  asofad  eorwards  Bttttttttfey  and  was  wfcfefo  a  mile  of  Am*  WfcUs  before  znf 
mefigeiaatt  f&Hft  Capita  G*l§fMit  o#  the  Jerfratfar :  Mft  hating  nothing  to* 
apptetfeadt*  tbc  field  *<fth  tlfe  poaie^ftttk  etftony,  w^  cetttihued  dnr march 
vrtfttbe  wriocXM  qnpo*A<*f X3t^nCA»mti&  aflbred  the  the  plate  was  our 
dwn. .  Ooeatttiagiiv  I  ***  ple«fod  t6  fce  atotf  ftarftaftdted  of  ymrf  Setteys 
flmeAvd^baail  fcdtoi*  itttfec  Carnatte*  *fc#  ©«fered  itte-  their  ferviee.  Upoa 
yj^dnyibc  fti^ada^  I  ftpettie&m?  «fbr*rice»,  that  WhHd  he  behaved  fifidtfulljr 
twdteCoaajaawy ,  A*  ttaitogettfefct  Of  tte  Gentry  fhbtfcld  Be  coiMwutf  W  hftfr  f 
anU^4dtb90|h  Hie  fttord  tttoft  be  to  ycftfr  hands,  that  he  fltoold  hive  *»  much 
power  afet  faOtieftte  4*  «fc<  Jhftfoft  ifequirtdy  and  tfifet  ?**  *fottld  not  reftftf 
ftttUqpi^qbtoteiya*^  '  T*^  thftft^bek^iwfo^,  ahd  m/ 

aaaop*ufaBhrwealBtbiril  <^ofhe*<lira$te^  p*e*eMfcrf 

ny  farther  advameittetete  t&e^eftffid*'6£#*6  fotttft*  ft*  Eaflfe&d  $  **v 
fcdiigi^pfireiHufrfe  ihivihel&IUlar  rf#  MdrigaloW  vfrrtfld  not  &fcv*r  dp  tftafi 
place  t»tttae><a^:4£'IftAtt  SftHuiv  and  e6ft£derihg  tfr*  fattfto*  lW-ffc>tf  6* 
n»e*ta\fa^*iTOito 
IfcdBAjfetfiilitdadlMs  wmartteftafl Way,  and  tf**fetocd  fe>  Mf  fegMb,  ifc 
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^pjpftifable  brcac}i;  lacing  Mp*d?,,  ^f  Kili|dar  toqgt*!  pfflpej;  Jo  fog?** 
deceit.  Upon  this  happy  event  give; «e;  leave  tp  ^|ipraWU«0. yw^QRcfc 
partly  {genres  our  concjuefts  frqfli  Carvw  tq  G^ftapgKftj  JTlpw  MMW  fttithttft 
flakes  that  I  have  not,  bscn  ab}c  tp Jjunflnw^i  b#^;$eft  £g*rtf^|a^rt 
exp^A  W  fuccour,.,  tjicy  will  fall  oiJswcfo . .  :      .  _,;*  <  .no- :  .i     ;*:  lov/oq  «:•.-* 

.  Jhus-  ftps.  Igfven  your tfopjMir* * fl)Qitreciw4,;fr<W [tkto&r$*Uwiii$*t 
yam;  ^rms  on.  the  jatbof  Pecembftft  Js  ^irdttftipiv  ^fiMa^a^ord-ottrjlho 
pth , of  .March ;  ^.  which  flmrt. tig*  ^^kft  of  fi*wfl^t^end^tti  tlatlcan 
h#r<Hy:  be-  paijalleled.  Ail  the  (mftopffjft.amibe  l^jfMl^Jfriottr.tttKlnfaaQa^ 
which  afe;  eight  fhipg  of  tjie  Uuej:ie^^ :^UiPr  P^ito  Jboclu;  aodbifaraafti 
them  mjght  be  feat  to  tea  in  aJhorii  tfij*^  :&fi^ir>fc^^ 
andglofipps  fcccef^pf  yogr  arw,,itt^pAHtf*l;^ 

tioa  in  the  army,  on  account  of  pluwdpr  and  bojoty*  i  hw  arifea-tofpe^tt /height 
as .fo^reatQ4(£pe9 .  ffWKHP .:  I.h^^^oro^diyovi^JbtetBWft  cf:thertcfcw<thati 
{he . jepttdar  revised,:  ^pd  that  I  itk<ya*nmm&e0iH&  am&  jfimskn&m ant 
how  peaceable  a  ttuynef  ;bis  cgpiftJu  **9  .re%0*d  (tfc  $ofc.  :  I-ato  fi&y4fe{ifjp 
that  His  Majesty's  Office*;  h^ve  b<#ft  foraa^ftfatjtfo 
agents  appointed  by  ithem  have  oc*»£onedi  «a*mp<&vfr*ujrfe  fttri'MSQy,  .and> 
a  great  deal  of  difcpnteat  thro^ghon*  tj*  array,  ,4jfl**lV:feftd  fori  cbptaoft 
the,  feve^al  letters  that  have  «pafled»  for  y*#r  4et*xmirotf£>pjL'  Ttojroitaf  nfn|iv 
po/c  ttpt^I  h#yc  appropriated  twfiu©  jpjfty  qwj»  ufcw  ^  felrgaiic4fl»3cflfanBJ 
the  private-  property  of  t\#  Jcma4ar  #>  bu*j  Of  tbptJofllPtltl  MgncftfthattBK 
Jbqujd  call  all  tre^pe, and  jew9l^;bif  .private  |>r^||yv:t0.tteit4fildifln/P^ 
wha|;  ,flf  right  ihould  belong -to  4lM*  Hpapu^ble  Om^^^^tte/^pt^JJlr 
J»v/evopiy  to  affile  y<*ur  H<gw«r&.  thatJt;Ji^ve  nfefa  faihokg^lwhMtarBMfi 
efcipr  public; or  private,  tat^M  wgs.exjrefledin tai^kf^fcwtiylqu: 
glwy  tp  vbwhCftp^a^AWPllB^'V^  wkneft;  frndteofclha*  ;fi^3it^ 
jpei*frm$4.  to  my  friwwJs,  that  I.wgujd  jiqfc.  remove..  »^dftm^^ 
without, the  conjfept  of  ti^Hpaourabk  £ofg^ 
iWrJM*  viik  the  Jemadar,  infilled  PO:  fJW&ng,  m*  ^taftttidf^fiatt^tf 

^  nipees; 
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rupees;  and  when  hepleafedto  give  a  donation  to  the  army  of  two  lacks  and 
[  thirty  thoufand  of  rupees,  which  fum  waits  your  pleafure,  he  requefted  I  would 
accept  of  another  lack  of  rupees.  To  both  of  thefe  requcfts  refpefting  myfelf, 
T  replied,  that  provided  your  Honours  would  give  me  leave,  1  fhould  certainly 
embrace  that  fortunate  moment  to  gain  an  independence,  and  fhall  wait  your  or- 
ders as  to  the  difpofal  of  two  lacks  of  rupees.  How  far  my  former  and  the  prefent 
fcrvices  may  entitle  me  to  your  good  opinion,  and  to  your  acquiefcencc  in  thus 
rewarding  me,  is  left  to  the  generofity  of  your  Honours ;  but  I  beg  that  you  will 
believe,  that,  during  the  courfe  of  ray  ferviccs,  every  thing  of  a  fimilar  nature 
(hall  be  laid  before  you. 

If  it  were  poffiblc  to  fatisfy  the  avidity  of  a  body  of  men,  this  little  army 
would  have  a  fufficiency  of  honour  and  profit  to  fill  the  moft  greedy ;  but  the  in- 
firmities of  nature  are  not  to  be  controuled  by  rcafon.  Avarice  of  the  moft  perni- 
cious tendency  has  pervaded  the  limits  of  fenfe,and  ftepped  beyond  the  bounds  of 
duty.  The  army,  not  content  with  acquiring,  at  the  different  places  that  has 
been  taken  on  the  coaft  in  fhips  of  war,  naval  (tores,  merchandize,  &c.  &c.  and 
in  goods  of  various  kinds  at  Bidanore,  which  altogether  the  Jemadar  fays  may 
be  valued  at  thirty  lacks  of  pagodas  ;  they  feek  to  deprive  the  Jemadar  of  his 
private  property,  under  pretence  of  the  lawful  rights  of  war;  and  aflume  a 
ftyle  and  manner  in  their  clamours  and  united  addrefles,  that  appears  intended 
to  force  from  me  what  I  think  ought  to  be  preferved  for  the  public  fervicc,  and 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Honourable  Company.  The  manner  that  the  fort  and  city 
was  delivered  to  the  Company,  does  not  authorize  me  to  touch  private  property ; 
and  the  cowl  implies  a  perfeft  fecurity  for  all  fuch.  Would  your  Honours  be 
pleafed,  that  by  any  rapacious  action  of  your  Commander  in  Chief,  that  he  or  the 
troops  fhould  forfeit  the  good  opinion  that  may  be  entertained  of  them  from 
their  rapid  fuccefs,  or  that  the  public  fervice  fhould  be  confidered  as  a  fecondary 
obje&  ?  Our  name  has  fallen  almoft  to  contempt ;  but,  as  far  as  lays  in  my 
power,  it  fhall  be  recovered,  if  not  railed  to  its  former  eminence* 

Man  galore^  March  i6j  1783. 
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